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PREFACE. 

1214001 


It  yet  remains  for  me  to  express  thanks  to  my  helpers.  To  such  Texans  as 
Mrs.  M.  A.  Maverick,  Mrs  Canterbury,  Dr.  Cupples,  Ganeral  H.  P.  Bee,  Dr. 
HerfF,  Colonel  Ford,  Colonel  Withers,  Mr.  John  Dobbin  and  to  others  I  owe  much 
more  than  perhaps  they  are  aware  of,  for  it  was  my  talks  with  "  old-timers  "  that 
put  me  in  touch  and  sympathy  with  theirs  and  earlier  times.  Not  all,  of 
course,  that  I  have  learned  about  San  Antonio  has  been  herein  written  down,  but 
every  smallest  detail  was  counted  by  me  as  a  help  towards  the  better  understanding 
of  my  subject.  I  was  continually  impressed  b3-  the  excellence  and  accuracy  of 
Sidue\-  Lanier's  Historical  vSketch,  and  designed  very  early  that  it  slionld  form  a 
part  of  this  work.  To  Bishop  Neraz  I  owe  thanks  for  a  glimpse  of  the  older 
Church  Records.  As  to  the  County  Records,  the  kind  directions  of 
Messrs.  Thad.  Smith  and  Theo.  Rozeine,  have  been  of  much  service  to  me.  To 
all  these  mentioned,  and  to  many  others  who  have  unconsciously  helped  me  at 
the  cost  of  being  bored,  I  return  my  thanks  :  nor  do  I  forget  that  an  acknowledge- 
ment is  here  due  to  my  brother,  Charles  Corner,  ior  work  and  encourage- 
ment. I  trust  my  book  will  not  only  be  a  satisfaction  to  the  inquiring  visitor,  hut 
I  should  like  to  think  that  it  could  furnish  a  few  notes  and  suggestions  to  a 
future  historian  of  Texas. 

Further  than  these  remarks,  I  ha\e  no  use  for  the  prefatory  privilege,  so  for 
the  rest,  "  for  better  or  for  worse,"  my  book,  with  its  illustrations,  shall  speak  for 
itself 

December,  1.S90.  W.  C. 
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San  Antonio  de  Bexar. 


Introductory. — "  By  far  the  most  pleasant  as  well  as  interesting  town  in 
Texas  is  San  Antonio."  So  writes  George  Wilkins  Kendall  in  lS4o,  in  his 
"  Narrative  of  the  Texan  Santa  Fe  Expedition  "  of  the  good  city  of  old  Bexar, 
that  stood  for  a  generation  or  two,  bravely  np  in  the  seething  of  the  "  meeting  of 
the  waters," — the  meeting  of  two  great  opposing  races  and  civilizations.  Over  the 
rolling  western  prairies  had  crept,  moving  eastwardly,  the  fringe  of  the  tide  of  the 
Spanish, — the  Latin-Indian  civilization  from  Mexico,  meeting  after  awhile  here  a 
mightier  and  colder  current  pushing  westward — the  American,  the  ever  restless 
Anglo-Saxon  flood.  The  stronger  influence  overcame.  To-da3^  San  Antonio  is  a 
flouri.shing,  enterprising,  American  city,  as  Texas  is  the  greatest  of  American 
States  and  one  destined  to  a  magnificent  future.  It  boasts  an  historical  past.  San 
Antonio  was  a  bone  of  contention,  Texas  was  the  meat  and  fat  for  the  victors,  and 
all  good  San  Antonians  believe,  with  some  show  of  reason,  that  the  nearer  the  bone 
the  sweeter  the  meat,  which  is  just  about  what  Kendall  means,  only  expressed 
rather  differently,  for  he  adds  later  to  this  prai.se  of  San  Antonio  the  following  : 
"  I  have  an  abiding  faith  in  Western  Texas,  and  will  stick  by  it  till  the  Guadalupe 
runj  dry."  Such  love  had  old  Texans  it  seems  for  the  land  they  had  foaght  for 
and  won. 

Both  floods  still  remain,  but  now  commingle  harmoniously,  having  long  since 
ceased  to  maintain  an  unequal  contention.  Strange  traces,  however,  of  the  strug- 
gle are  everywhere  present  in  the  old  city,  in  spite  of  its  new  face  and  smile  of 
prosperity.  Its  quaint  traditions,  customs  and  reminiscences  are  quicklj'  recog- 
nized by  a  stranger's  enquiring  eye.  Alas  !  while  these,  the  old  houses,  here  and 
there,  and  the  Missions,  more  or  less  the  worse  for  age,  remain  to  us,  the  strong, 
grand  old  pioneer  faces  of  men  who  had  in  their  turn  taken  up  their  "  pistols" 
their  "  sharp-edged  axes,"  and  the 

"  Task  eternal,  and  the  burden  and  the  lesson," 

are  getting  to  be  few  and  far  between,  but  their  work,  their  sons  and  their 
sons'  sons  remain.  San  Antonians,  pure  and  simple,  and  Texans  mostly, 
walk  with  a  .step  that  bespeaks  tradition  and  a  certain  pride  of  countrj',  of  a  jeal- 
ous remembrance  of  that  part  their  fathers  took  in  the  winning  of  the  brightest 
star  of  all  in  a  galaxy,  and  a  demeanour  which  tells  strangers  plainly  enough  if 
they  be  too  prompt  with  unwelcome  criticism  of  some  of  their  seemingly  odd  old 
ways,  fashions  and  methods, — "  Sirs,  we  have  a  history,  find  it  out,  it  will  repay 
you  and  perhaps  you  may  discover  why  we  do  some  things  that  you  would  not  do 
and  leave  undone  some  things  that  you  would  do."  And,  indeed  it  will  repay  the 
student  right  nobly.  It  is  a  stirring,  thrilling  history  almost  inexhaustible  in 
interest. 
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It  is  however  the  modern  town  which  has  to  be  dealt  with  just  now.  Its 
histors'.  chronicles  and  som»  deeds  of  its  doughty  men  will  be  found  as  fully  set 
out  in  other  pages  as  space  will  allow.  But,  as  this  guide  is  compiled  as  much  for 
the  benefit  of  strangers  and  enquirers  as  for  home  folks,  it  is  as  well  that  a  few  of 
the  leading  facts  of  the  city's  origin  and  being  be  emphasized  in  this  introductory. 

San  Antonio  is  now  probably  the  most  cosmopolitan  spot  on  the  face  of  the 
globe.  Representatives  of  every  race  of  the  earth  have  been  counted  here,  except 
perhaps  the  aboriginal  Oceanicans.  The  larger  elements  of  the  existing  popu- 
lation are  American,  Mexican,  German,  Colored,  with  smaller  groups  of  French. 
Italian,  Polanders,  Irish  and  many  other  nationalities. 

San  Antonio  partakes  more  of  the  appearance  of  an  old  world  town  than  any 
in  the  Union — Boston  not  excepted.  Although  the  modern  business  blocks  and 
fine  residences,  with  all  their  adjuncts  in  the  wa)-  of  the  conveniences  of  civiliza- 
tion so  largely  predominate,  yet  the  ancient  looking  house  here  and  there,  the 
crooked  streets  and  allej-s,  the  plazas,  the  relics  of  an  older  and  altogether  differ- 
ent dynasty — lend  the  city  a  venerable  air  that  is  particularly  pleasing  to  the 
visitor's  eye  .so  used  to  straight,  wide  streets  and  compact  blocks  laid  out  in  the 
mathematical  precision  of  a  chess  board. 

The  peculiarities  of  the  city  will  be  better  understood  if  the  facts  hinted  at 
above  are  remembered.  To  comprehend  things  rightly  the  city's  history  and 
origin  must  be  constantly  borne  in  mind.  Let  the  rule,  for  instance,  be  applied  in 
reference  to  the  venerable  Missions,  at  once  the  pride,  glory  and  regret  of  San 
Antonio. 

Let  a  traveller  from  the  East  or  North  be  .set  down  before  the  gateway-  of 
San  Jose.  In  his  journeyings  he  has  seen  nothing  like  this  before.  The  Mission 
must  be  to  him  an  enigma.  He  hears  that  it  is  a  century  and  a  half  since  its 
foundations  were  laid  by  Catholic  missionaries,  aided  by  their  converts,  half  or 
more  than  half  savage  Indians,  all  under  constant  peril  of  their  lives  from  the 
outside  from  the  cruelest  of  hostile  tribes,  that  were  uncompromising  in  their 
enmity.  If  he  is  practical,  the  traveller  will  wonder  whence  the  stone  came 
where  no  quarries  were — from  where  the  lime,  with  no  kiln.s — who  was  the 
architect,  the  superintendent  of  works,  the  artist  stone  cutter — the  engineer,  for 
he  may  be  told  that  this  old  Mission  was  once  fortified.  An  intelligent  man  is 
bound  to  ask  these  things,  and  if  he  merely  remembers  that  the  Mission  is  on  the 
outside  edge  of  his  own  territor}-  and  civilization  he  will  fail  to  understand  and 
realize  how  it  was  all  done;  he  is  even  in  the  dark  as  to  the  spirit  and  design  of 
its  founders,  much  less  comprehending  the  hard,  practical  fact  of  the  presence  of 
these  great  masses  of  masonry  and  beautiful  sculpture  in  a  lone,  wide,  wild 
prairie,  as  he  knows  the  spot  must  have  been  in  the  days  of  the  erection  of  these 
Missions. 

But,  suppose  that  the  traveller  had  come  from,  say,  the  City  of  Mexico — had 
a  smattering,  at  least,  of  Spanish  and  Mexican  History,  knew  and  understood 
that  the  aggrandizement  of  Spain's  Empire  was  the  object  alike  of  Church  and 
State — the  King  and  the  Church  going  hand  in  hand,  the  one  establishing  the 
other;  the  King  granting,  conceding,  and  sending  his  soldiers  to  protect,  the 
Church   sending   its  well-trained   servants  to  work,  to  proselytize,   to  acquire,  to 
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bless.  Coming  through  Mexico,  the  progression  from  one  great  religious  founda- 
tion to  another  would  seem  natural,  as  he  travelled  northward  and  eastward,  and, 
keeping  in  view  Spain's  necessity  to  firmly  establish  her  borders,  the  Texas 
Missions  would  appear  at  last  perfectly  in  place  and  keeping  with  a  definite  de- 
sign and  scheme.  The  puzzle  would  be  absent,  but  the  admiration  for  indefatiga- 
ble workers  would  be  none  the  less.  The  Missions  would  be  the  ornament  on  the 
fringe  of  the  Spanish  and  not  the  Anglo-Saxon  skirt.  To  the  brothers — 
Franciscans — who  had  the  acquirements,  resources,  devotion  and  energy  to  plan, 
design  and  build  the  magnificent  churches  of  the  City  of  Mexico,  the  religious 
houses,  chapels,  bridges  and  aqueducts  scattered  over  the  land,  the  foundation 
and  construction  of  the  San  Antonio  Missions,  wonderful  as  the  work  was,  does 
not  seem  to  be  a  very  difficult  task.  Perhaps  .some  of  the  same  workers  who  built 
the  great  stone  aqueduct  at  Queretaro  about  the  year  1730  came  up  to  San 
Antonio  with  the  Queretaro  Franciscan  brothers  and  helped  in  the  completion 
of  the  beautiful  San  Jose. 

It  is  thus,  then,  that  he  must  be  in  touch  with  its  history'  who  would  come 
to  correct  conclusions  about  the  grand  old  City  of  Bexar.  This  is  onh' a  single 
instance  of  a  brighter  side — but  to  other  and  sterner  chapters  the  rule  applies 
with  a  like  reason. 

Not  to  delay  further  a  practical  description  of  San  Antonio  as  it  is — what 
there  is  to  see  and  how  to  see  it — the  visitor  is  strongly  recommended,  before 
setting  out  on  the  rounds,  to  read  Sidnej-  Lanier's  historical  sketch.  It  will  be 
found  to  be  reliable,  and  is  the  best  short  history  of  the  city  that  has  been  written. 
It  is  from  the  pen  of  one  of  America's  most  charming  writers,  and  no  praise  of  it 
is  needed  here.  The  name  of  the  author  is  sufficient  to  ensure  its  being  read 
with  interest  and  attention. 

Railroads. — Three  main  lines  of  railroad  with  a  multitude  of  tributaries 
run  into  and  through  San  Antonio.  The  visitor  may  arrive  at  either  of  three 
different  depots. 

The  Southern  Pacific  or  Sunset,  as  it  is  familiarly  called,  has  its  depot 
in  the  northeastern  suburbs.  The  main  line  stretches  from  New  Orleans  to  be- 
yond San  Francisco.  Many  of  the  New  York  and  Eastern  mails  come  in  over  this 
route,  it  having  quick  competing  communications  for  eastern  traffic  and  travel. 
Its  principal  business  done  with  San  Antonio  is  from  California  on  the  west — 
from  New  Orleans,  Galveston  and  Houston,  etc.,  on  the  east.  It  was  the  first 
railroad  to  reach  this  city,  arriving  here  early  in  February,  LSTT.  An  electric 
street  car  line — Belknap  system — car  labelled  Avenue  C.  Line,  etc.,  color  green, 
nickel  fare,  does  service  for  this  depot  to  the  Alamo  Plaza  citywards  and  to  the 
Government  Hill  northwards.  Another  electric  car  line  also  does  service  here  to 
Avenue  E.  and  Alamo  Plaza  citywards  and  to  the  Alamo  Heights,  at  the  head  of 
the  river,  northward — fare,  nickel;  color,  yellow;  light,  purple.  The  South- 
ern Pacific  ticket  office  is  in  the  Adams  &  Wickes  building,  on  Alamo  Plaza. 

The  Internation.vl  and  Great  Northern  depot  is  in  the  western  sub- 
urbs of  the  city.  This  line  gives  us  communication  with  all  parts  directly  north 
and  east,  via  Dallas,  Fort  Worth,  Austin,  etc.,  passing  through  our  city,  on  via 
Laredo,  to  the  City  of  Mexico,  to  which  city  it  is  at  present  one  of  the  shortest 
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routes.  It  also  brings  many  eastern  mails.  It  made  its  first  appearance  from  the 
north  ill  this  city  February  Hith,  ISSl.  It  has  an  electric  city  street  car  service — 
Belknap  system — color,  orange;  labelled  City  Hall,  Plazas  and  all  Hotels.  The 
International  and  Crreat  Northern  ticket  office  is  on  the  corner  of  N.  Alamo  street 
and  Alamo  Pla/.a. 

Till-;  vSan  .4.NTONIO  .\xi)  Ar.vxs.\s  Pass  Railroad  familiarly  "S.  A.P." 
"  Our  Railroad,"  the  spoilt  child  of  San  Antonio,  is  an  enterprise  of  which  the  city 
may  well  be  proud.  Under  the  far-sighted  policy  of  its  able  president,  U. 
Eott,  who  has  a  strongly  developed  prophetic  instinct  in  him,  this  road  is 
destined  to  become  an  important  sj'stem.  At  present,  with  upwards  of  NOO 
miles  in  operation,  it  does  good  service,  firstly  with  Boerne  and  Kerrville 
on  the  north,  whence  it  is  pushing  a  northwestern  extension  ;  secondly  with 
Corpus  Christi  and  Rockport,  and  eventually  deep  water  at  Aransas,  and  the  short 
est  route  to  the  City  of  Mexico  on  the  south  ;  thirdly  with  all  that  fertile  grazing 
and  farming  countrj'  lying  between  Kenedj'  and  Houston,  doing  here  an  immense 
cotton  and  cattle  freighting  business  :  fourthly  with  Houston  and  Galveston  east  ; 
fifthly  with  another  rich  mid-Texas  district  by  an  important  branch  to  Waco. 
Other  branches  are  under  con.struction  and  in  contemplation.  Mr.  Lott's  able 
lieutenant  is  General  Manager  B.  F.  Yoakum.  The  first  ground  was  broken  for 
this  railroad  in  this  city  May  18th,  Ins").  It  is  identified  with  the  interests  of  San 
Antonio.  The  depot  is  in  the  southern  suburbs.  It  is  served  by  two  car  lines, 
the  red  car  coming  to  Alamo  Plaza  the  yellow  car  .serving  through  South  Flores 
street  to  the  Military  Plaza  and  North  Flores  street.  The  ticket  office  is  in  the 
Kampmann  building,  on  Main  street. 

Mallory  Line  of  Steamers. — The  pleasantest  though  not  the  shortest 
route  to  New  York,  is  by  rail  to  Gal\-eston,  thence  by  one  of  the  Mallorj- 
steamers.     This  is  a  most  delightful  trip  especially  in  the  summer  time. 

Transfer. — Busses  and  transfer  wagons  meet  every  train  incoming  or  out- 
ward bound.  The  company  is  moderate  in  its  charges  for  baggage  or  passengers, 
and  their  servants  arc  as  a  rule  punctual  and  obliging. 

Hacks  and  Carriages. — One  of  the  peculiarities  of  San  Antonio  is  an 
immense  hack  traffic.  It  is  a  favorite  mode  of  locomotion.  The  charges  are  not 
high  on  account  of  the  considerable  competition.  It  is  however  always  advisable 
to  have  a  perfect  understanding  with  your  Jehu  beforehand  as  to  his  ultimate 
charges,  or  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten  upon  .settlement  you  will  harbor  suspicions  of 
being  over-reached.  Many  of  the  hacks  are  costly  vehicles,  and  nearly  all  have 
good  stepping,  strong  horses.  On  the  whole  it  does  well  to  fall  into  the  custom 
of  the  place  as  to  hacks.  There  are  always  plenty  of  them  at  train  times  at  the 
depots  and  the  stands  are  conveniently  placed  on  the  Plazas  and  Houston  street. 

Hotels. — The  Menger  is  the  oldest  and  best  hotel  in  the  city.  It  is  con- 
spicuous on  the  eastern  corner  of  Alamo  Plaza,  not  far  from  the  Alamo  Church 
building.  The  Menger  was  established  in  1.S5S,  being  opened  January  olst,  ls">'.l. 
It  has  been  constantly  added  to  until  now  its  extensive  buildings  cover  the 
greater  part  of  the  block.  It  is  in  the  hands  of  its  proprietor,  Mr.  H.  D.  Kamp- 
mann, and  well  managed  by  Mr.  Browder.  Its  service  and  appointments  are 
first-class  in  every  particular.     The  facade  is  prettilj'  shaded  bj'  trees,  and  the 
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court  j-ard  contains  one  of  the  prettiest  groups  of  banana  trees  in  Texas.  In  the 
season  musical  evenings  are  an  attraction  to  its  guests,  and  fashionable  germans 
are  periodically  held.  It  is  impossible  to  state  the  various  hotel  charges. 
It  is  perhaps  sufficient  to  sa^^  that  the  charges  of  none  are  exorbitant. 
It  is  well  situated  as  to  street  car  service,  many  of  the  various  city 
lines  starting  and  terminating  on  the  Alamo  Plaza,  viz  :  the  scarlet  line  car 
plying  between  this  plaza  down  Houston  .street  to  San  Pedro  Avenue  and 
Springs — scarlet  light.  The  City  Hall  line  on  Main  and  Military  Plazas. 
I.  &  G.  N.  depot  and  all  hotels — color,  orange:  light,  orange.  The  Avenue 
C  line  to  Southern  Pacific  depot  and  Government  Post — color,  green:  light, 
green.  The  S.  Alamo,  Mill  street  and  S.  A.  &  A.  P.  R.  R.  depot— color, 
red;  light  red.  Green  cars  do  service  from  the  end  of  E.  Commerce.  A  hack 
stand  fronts  the  hotel. 

Another  good  hotel  is  the  Maverick,  on  Houston  street.  The  building  was 
originally  erected  for  Military  Headquarters,  and  was  used  for  this  purpose  from 
January  25,  '78  till  1882,  being  enlarged  and  opened  as  a  hotel  in  April  of  that 
year.  As  a  hotel  it  is  second  in  importance  only  to  the  Menger.  It  is  verj'  well 
served  by  the  proximity  of  all  the  important  street  car  services  of  the  city,  many 
of  the  lines  passing  its  doors. 

Still  other  good  hotels  are  the  Southern,  the  St.  Leonard,  the  Central,  all  on 
the  Main  Plaza,  and  the  Mahncke,  on  Houston  street. 

Boarding  and   Lodging    Houses,    Flats. — San  Antonio  is  not 

quite  so  well  off  for  good  boarding  houses  as  it  might  be.  Probably  the  reason 
may  be  found  in  the  fact  that  it  enjoys  a  number  of  other  facilities  for  easy  and 
cheap  living.  Nevertheless,  a  number  of  realh-  good  boarding  houses  can  be 
reckoned.  Mrs.  Cole's  house,  on  Pecan  street,  enjoys  a  first  class  reputation  for 
the  excellent  table  that  is  kept  and  the  attention  paid  to  the  general  com- 
fort. Mrs.  Murphy's,  on  St.  Mary's  street,  is  noted  for  similar  good  qualities,  also 
Mrs.  Sappington's,  on  Tobin  Hill.  Mrs.  Hockett's,  on  St.  Mary's  street,  has  a 
well-established  reputation.  Of  course  there  are  many  other  fairly  good  houses, 
but  changes  so  constantly  come  that  the  list  mentioned  must  suffice.  A 
custom  that  verj-  well  suits  the  visitor  making  an  extended  sta}'  is  that  which 
many  of  the  inhabitants  have  of  letting  for  rent  bj^  the  month,  certain  rooms,  very 
often  the  best  in  their  houses.  Such  visitors  can  make  themselves  very  com 
fortable,  and  live  more  economically,  by  rooming  in  this  fashion  and  boarding 
where  best  suits  their  appetites  and  convenience.  Of  course,  all  sorts  of  bargains 
can  be  made.  It  only  requires  a  little  searching  for  everj-  class  to  be  made 
perfectly  comfortable.  In  fine,  San  Antonio,  if  not  provided  specifically  with  a 
large  number  of  good  boarding  houses,  is  nevertheless  a  city  in  which  living  is 
made  easj^,  not  to  say  delightful.  Mention  must  here  be  made  of  two  excellent 
institutions,  the  Webb  house,  on  Houston  street — half  boarding  house,  half  hotel 
— spoken  of  highly  as  a  place  of  comfort,  and  the  Alamo  Flats,  on  Alamo  Plaza,  a 
most  convenient  arrangement  of  rooms  and  suites  of  rooms,  nicely  furnished  and 
excellently  well  conducted  under  its  present  management. 

Restaurants. — Good  ones  are  Harnisch  &  Baer's,  on  Alamo  Plaza;  the 
Elite,  at  the  corner  of  Soledad  street  and  Main  Plaza;  and  Lang's  Dining  Room, 
on  Commerce  street. 


6  SAX  AXTOXIO  DE  BEXAR. 

Street  Car  Lines  and  Street  Railways. 

The  Belknap  System  of  Lines  comes  first.  For  years — since  1878 
almost  up  to  the  present  time — this  system  was  the  only  one  which  San  Antonio 
had.  It  was  inaugurated  by  the  late  Col.  Augustus  Belknap,  formerly  such  a 
popular  and  genial  figure  in  our  community.  It  is  now  under  the  management 
of  the  able  president  of  the  company,  Mr.  W.  H.  Weiss.  We  have  other  sy.stems 
and  lines,  and  still  others  are  projected.  This  system  serves  about  all  parts  of 
the  city,  and  all  its  lines,  e.xcept  the  Flores  street  line,  focus  on  the  Alamo  Plaza. 
Taking,  therefore,  the  Alamo  Plaza  as  a  starting  point,  we  will  describe  this 
system,  mentioning  principal  streets,  in  progress  and  the  termini. 

The  Scarlet  Lake  Cars,  named  San  Pedro  line,  take  Houston  street,  turning 
north  to  Acequia  street  to  San  Pedro  avenue  and  San  Pedro  Springs,  turning  east 
awhile  down  Locust  street,  then  north  again  through  Crockett  Place  and  encom- 
pa.s-sing  Laurel  Heights,  back  to  and  terminating  on  San  Pedro  avenue,  far  above 
the  Springs.      Xight  light,  red;  fare,  a  nickel.      Electric  line. 

The  Crreen  Cars,  named  Avenue  C  line,  take  Houston  street,  shortl}-  turning 
north  on  Avenue  C  to  the  Southern  Pacific  depot,  following  Austin  street  to 
Carson  street  to  Grayson  street  to  Government  Po.st,  terminating  at  the  southwest 
corner  of  the  Xew  Post.     Night  light,  green;  fare,  a  nickel.     Electric  line. 

The  Orange  Cars,  named  City  Hall  line,  take  Houston  street,  Sole- 
dad  street  south,  across  Main  Plaza  to  Military  Plaza,  Dolorosa  street.  West 
Commerce  street  to  the  I.  &  G.  N.  depot,  where  it  terminates.  Xight  light, 
orange;  fare,  a  nickel.      Electric  line. 

The  Dull  Red  Cars,  named  S.  A.  &  A.  P.  R.  R.  line,  takes  Alamo  street 
south  to  Mill  street  to  the  S.  A.  &  A.  P.  R.  R.  depot.  Xight  light,  red;  fare,  a 
nickel. 

The  white  cars,  named  Cemetery  line,  take  East  Commerce  street  to  ceme- 
teries.     Fare,  a  nickel;  color,  yellow  and  green. 

The  Yellow  Cars  plying  between  San  Pedro  Springs  to  Xorth  Flores  street,  to 
Military  Plaza,  to  South  Flores  .street  and  Arsenal,  to  S.  A.  &  A.  P.  R.  R.  depot 
terminating  on  South  Flores  street  south  of  that  depot.  Night  light,  purple  ;  fare, 
nickel. 

The  McCrillis,  or  Alamo  Electric  Street  R.  R.  Sj'stem,  is  next  in  impor- 
tance. Going  south  from  the  heart  of  the  city  it  crosses  Houston  and  Commerce 
streets  on  Navarro  street,  crosses  the  Mill  bridge  down  Garden  street,  turning 
on  Mill  street  to  Presa  street,  going  far  down  that  street,  terminating  at  the 
Fair  and  Exposition  grounds  and  Riverside  Park.     Fare,  nickel. 

The  McCrillis  System  also  starts  from  the  Alamo  Plaza  out  Avenue  E.  a 
short  distance  to  Third  .street,  making  a  turn  down  that  street  crossing  Avenue 
C,  then  into  Martin  street,  making  a  junction  on  that  street  with  its  main  line, 
then  crossing  the  river  over  the  bridge  by  the  Convent  on  to  Richmond  A\enue, 
Madison  Scjuare,  to  Main  Avenue,  to  Howard  Street  and  Crockett  Sc|uare,  turning 
south  at  Laurel  street  across  the  San  Pedro  creek  to  the  F"redericksl)urg  road  to  Key- 
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stone  Park.      Another  line  of  the  .same  sy.stem  .starts   from    Alamo  Plaza  east  on 
Crockett  Street  to  the  Cemeteries.      Fare,  nickel. 

The  West  End  Sj-stem,  built  principally  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
West  End  Town  Company's  pa.ssenger  traffic,  is  a  good  line  of  Thompson-Houston 
Electric  System.  Starting  from  the  corner  of  Houston  and  Acequia  streets  it  goes 
west  out  Houston  street,  skirting  the  western  limits,  to  the  West  End  Lake,  where 
it  terminates.  Styled  "Houston  Street  and  West  End."  Color,  blue;  night  light, 
blue;  fare,  nickel. 

The  Alamo  Heights  System.  This  line,  starting  from  the  Alamo  Plaza 
out  Avenue  E.  into  Austin  street,  past  the  Southern  Pacific  R.  R.  depot  into 
River  Avenue  past  the  head  of  the  river,  encompassing  that  property  to  the  Alamo 
Heights,  a  new  and  important  addition  to  the  improved  suburbs  of  the  city. 
Color,  3-ellow;    night  light,  purple;    fare,  nickel. 

There  is  a  short  car  line  from  the  I.  &  G.  N.  depot  to  the  summit  of  Prospect 
Hill.  Also  one  called  the  Cross  Town  R.  R.,  little  used,  from  the  Southern 
Pacific  Railroad  to  the  bottom  of  San  Pedro  Avenue. 

What  There  is  to  See  and  How  to  See  It. 

The  visitor  once  housed  to  his  satisfaction  in  the  city,  so  much  around  him 
is  so  interesting  and  so  different  to  what  he  has  hitherto  seen,  that  he  is  sure  to 
be  early  asking  questions  and  enquiring  generally  as  to  the  lions  of  the  neigh- 
borhood, what  there  is  to  see  and  how  best  to  see  it.  Here  is  a  list  and  following 
a  more  extended  description  with  mention  of  the  attractions  of  San  Antonio  and 
Western  Texas. 

The  Alamo  of  course  leads  the  list,  that  is  a  shrine  before  which  every  pil- 
grim to  San  Antonio  bows.  The  First  and  Second  Missions  should  not  be  missed, 
and  the  Third  with  its  substantial  old  Aqueduct,  and  the  Fourth  with  its  more  per- 
fect fortifications,  if  time  will  allow,  should  be  visited.  All  four  Missions  have 
different  points  of  interest  and  will  repaj'  a  thousand  times  in  pleasure  any  diffi- 
culty in  getting  to  them.  The  San  Fernando  Cathedral,  the  extensive  Irrigation 
Ditches,  are  worth}'  of  note.  The  Plazas,  the  curious  custom  of  the  all-night  out- 
door Supper  on  the  Plazas.  The  stranger  should  certainly  take  a  Mexican  supper. 
The  Mexican  quarter  and  its  denizens,  trans-San  Pedro  creek,  should  be  done. 
Riverside  Park  and  Exposition  Grounds,  the  San  Pedro  Springs,  the  Head  of  the 
River,  a  peep  at  the  Horse  and  Stock  Yards,  two  or  three  fine  Public  Buildings,  and 
last  but  not  least  the  Government  Military  Post  and  Depot,  with  its  extensive 
grounds  and  works,  drills,  parades,  music  and  barracks.  This  Post  is  probably 
the  most  important  in  every  respect  of  any  in  the  United  States. 
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The  Alamo  Church  as  it  is  in  1S90.* 

TliL-  fcnimlation  stone  of  the  Church  was  laid  on  May  Nth,  1744.  A  stone  in 
the  carved  front  bears  a  date  of  17-17  ;  it  is  uncertain  what  this  date  means  ;  it 
may  he  tlie  date  of  the  Church's  dedication.  Giraud  shows  (Yoakum's  History, 
App.  i\'. )  that  the  Mission  was  founded  in  170:!,  on  the  Rio  Grande,  and  after 
being  twice  removed  to  different  sites  it  was  finally  brought  to  San  Antonio  bj' 
order  of  the  Viceroy  of  Xew  Spain,  the  Marquis  of  \'alero,  May  1st,  1718.  A 
printed  copy  obtained  from  Rev.  Father  Bouchu,  Padre  at  the  Mission  Espada, 
of  "  Informe  Oficial  del  Conde  Revilla-gigedo,  \'irey  de  Mejk'O  al  Rey  de 
Espaiia,  1711-'),"  concerning  the  Missions  of  Texas,  relates  that  the  "  ereccion  "  of 
this  Mission  dated  171  fi.  The  Mission  was  secularized  with  the  others  by  decree 
of  Don  Pedro  de  Nava,  .Ajiril  inth,  17'-i4.  The  famous  siege  began  February  2'2d, 
\s:u\.     The  "  Fall  of  the  Alamo  "  occurred  March  f.th,  l>::;f,. 

A  visitor  to-day  at  "  The  Alamo,"  will  be  met  at  its  entrance  liy  the  worthy 
janitor.  Cajit.  Tom  Rife,  a  Texan  of  pioneer  days.  He  guards  the  building  with 
a  jealous  care  it  is  indeed  a  pleasure  to  note  in  these  days  of  the  irrepressible 
relic  hunter  and  wall  scribbler.  The  visitor  will  be  given  in  short  the  particulars 
of  the  foundation  of  the  Mission  and  the  church.  A  description  will  be  given  him 
of  the  desperate  stand  to  the  last  man  of  Travis,  Bowie  (the  inventor  of  the  cele- 
brated bowie  knife).  "  Dav>"  "  Crockett,  Bonham.  and  their  companions,  in  de- 
fense of  their  countrymen's  liljerties  and  the  independence  of  Texas.  One  hun- 
dred and  se\-enty  or  more  men,  with  sublime  recklessness,  decided  that  thej-  would 
never  surrender  or  retreat.  Death  to  each  was  the  cost  of  this  magnificent  temer- 
ity. He  will  be  shown  the  arch  pillars  upon  either  side,  evidences  of  a  massive 
arched  roof  and  dome,  the  remains  of  the  towers,  with  the  vaulted  ceilings  to  the 
ground  floor  cells,  the  connection  of  the  place  with  the  convent  from  the  choir, 
the  cruciform  of  the  Church,  th^  site  of  the  dome,  the  room  used  as  a  powder 
magazine  during  the  siege,  which  is  interesting  for  its  massive  walls  and  strong, 
vaulted  stone  roof  or  ceiling,  and  for  the  fact  that  it  was  here  that  Evans  was 
shot  in  a  last  vain  endeavor  to  set  fire  to  the  residue  of  the  ammunition  and  that 
in  all  probability  it  was  here  that  Bowie  was  bayoneted  on  his  sick  bed  too  ill  of 
typhoid  fever  to  do  anythinjj-  but  set  a  high  example  of  admirable  fortitude  and 
courage.  The  jiresent  roof,  some  of  the  upper  windows  and  floorings  and  other 
improvements,  the  \isitor  will  be  reminded  are  modern.  The  captain  will  be 
found  ever  ready  to  answer  the  questions  that  naturally  arise  to  those  not  too 
familiar  witli  the  Alamo's  eventful  history. 

Some  Further  Notes  on  the  Alamo. 

And  their  flair  floattil  out  on  tlie  lireL-r. 

Like  tremulous  hands  .•stretched  forth  to  bless.' 

The  building  now  connnonly  known  as  the  Alamo,  and  which  is  really  the 
Church  of  the  Mission  of  the  Alamo,  or  of  San  Antonio  de  Valero,  is  on  the  east 
side  of  the  Alamo   Plaza,  its  carved   f'ont  faces  west  :  it  stands  at  a  point  a  little 

-  ".\lanio  "  is  the  Spanisli  natiie  for  tlie  Cottonwood  tree,  a  species  of  poplar  quite  cominon  upon  the  banks 
of  Texas  rivers  and  creeks  :  its  timber  is  in  demand  for  the  beauty  of  its  texture  :  on  account  of  the  height  of  its 
close  foliage  it  makes  a  favorite  roosting  place  lor  wild  turkeys.  The  .^lamo  seems  to  have  been  built  in  a  grove 
ofthes    trees. 
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north  of  midway  on  the  east  side  of  this  Plaza,  as  at  present  constituted.  As  will 
be  seen  on  reference  to  the  plan  of  the  Mission  as  it  originall}'  was,  both  the 
Alamo  Church  and  the  Convent  yard  were  outside  the  eastern  boundary  of  the 
ancient  enclosure  known  as  the  ''Square  of  the  Mission."  This  enclosure  ex- 
tended its  northwest  corner  down  Avenue  D  one  hundred  feet  or  more,  embracing 
with  the  north-west  walls  a  good  portion  of  the  actual  building  site  of  the  new 
federal  building.  Its  western  boundary  was  almost  exactly  along  the  sidewalk 
past  the  Maverick  homestead  across  Houston  street  past  the  Maverick  Bank  and 
the  row  of  buildings  following  on  the  west  side  of  Alamo  Plaza.  The  boundary 
all  along  here,  as  is  most  frequently  the  case  with  these  Missions,  consisted  of 
dwellings  and  barracks  for  the  use  of  those  connected  with  or  dependants  of  the 
old  Missions.  Two  irrigation  ditches  or  acequias,  both  of  them  abandoned  many 
years  ago,  ran  upon  each  side  of  this  row  of  dwellings,  one  a  branch  of  a  branch 
and  the  other  a  branch  called  the  Acequia  del  Alamo  of  the  Villita  ditch,  now 
running  under  the  eastern  wall  of  the  Church  through  the  Menger  hotel  on  to  "  La 
Villita,"  which  ditch,  by  the  way,  is  itself  a  branch  of  a  main  acequia  (Acequia 
Madre  del  Alamo )  which  passes  farther  east  from  the  head  of  the  river  and  on  to 
Water  street.  All  these  ditches  were  used  not  only  for  irrigating  the  lands  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  and  belonging  to  the  Missions,  but  provided  water  for  the 
domestic  uses  of  the  Padres  and  their  numerous  dependants  and  coadjutors. 
Similar  dwellings  and  buildings  to  those  mentioned  formed  the  northeastern 
corner  of  the  square.  The  southern  boundarj^  was  more  prominent  on  account  of 
the  strongly  built  entrance  and  sally-port  of  the  square  being  there.  The  build- 
ing each  side  of  the  entrance  were  most  commonly  used  as  a  prison  and  strong- 
hold ;  further  mention  of  this  building  will  appear  later.  Hardly  a  vestige  of 
these  enclosing  walls  of  the  Mission  Square  could  be  found  to-day.  The  eastern 
wall  or  boundarjr  was  also  conspicuous  for  the  Convent  buildings  which  it  in- 
cluded, and  upon  these  Convent  foundations  Honore  Grenet,  in  the  year  1878, 
built  for  a  grocery  warehouse  the  inartistic  erection  now  occupied  by  the  firm  of 
Hugo  &  Schmeltzer.  This  property  has  been  condemned  by  the  city  (1889)  so 
that  these  remnants,  too,  will  in  all  probability  soon  disappear  before  the  mandates 
of  improvement  committees;  when,  all  that  will  be  left  of  this  once  prominent  and 
always  most  famous  of  the  Texas  Missions  will  be  those  walls  in  the  form  of  a 
cross,  which  with  "  ears  to  hear,"  caught  to  themselves  the  secrets  of  the  closing 
.scenes  of  a  sublime  tragedy.  They  alone  know  the  last  personal  results  of  a 
unanimous  resolve  of  desperate  but  calmly  deliberate  heroism.  Old,  battered, 
time-worn,  silent  walls,  no  word  of  any  single  hero's  prowess,  or  separate  and 
supreme  feats  do  your  portals  tell.  They  are  carved  with  emblems  and  signs  of 
quite  another  story.  Those  deeds  are  your  secret.  Nevertheless,  echoed  from 
you,  shall  be  heard  the  whispers  adown  the  farthest  "corridor  of  time"  of  a  mag- 
nificent story  of  reckless  and  immovable  self-sacrifice. 

East  of  the  Convent  building,  projected  from  its  walls  the  Convent  yard,  a 
rectangular  enclosure,  about  100  feet  square,  surrounded  by  strong  walls,  it  touched 
and  joined  with  its  southeast  corner  the  wall  of  the  near  corner  of  the  north 
wing  of  the  cross  formed  by  the  walls  of  the  Mission  Church.  The  Convent 
building  was  191  feet  long,  running  to  the  south  line  of  East  Houston  street,  so 
no  doubt   on  the  north  side  of  the  Convent   yard   was  another  enclosure   proba- 
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bly  fenced  with  a  wall,  but  not  of  the  importance  of  the  main  Convent  vard.  The 
Convent,  the  Convent  yard,  the  prison  building  already  mentioned,  and  which 
was  existing  till  iNlifl,  'when  a  storm  blew  the  roof  off)  or  later,  the  space  imme- 
diately in  front  of  the  Alamo  Church  which  was  protected  by  a  temporary- 
batter}-  stockade  of  cedar  posts  and  earthworks  stretching  from  the  prison  build- 
ing to  the  southwest  corner  of  the  Church,  and  lastly,  the  Church  itself,  were  the 
chief  scenes  of  the  siege  of  February  and  March,  IN.'iC).  In  the  Church  the  last 
desperate  stand  ot  the  remnant  of  the  defenders  was  made.  These  portions  of 
the  Mission  were  those  that  in  these  later  troubles  were  commonly  understood  to 
constitute  the  fortress  of  the  Alamo.  While  some  of  the  dwellings  might  have 
been  used  and  undoubtedly  were  used  as  barracks  by  larger  forces,  it  could  not 
have  been  but  impossible  for  a  handful  of  men  (less  than  ISO)  to  have  manned 
the  whole  extensive  original  walls  of  the  Mission  square.  Indeed,  tradition  says 
that  much  of  the  western  and  northern  boundaries  of  the  large  Mission  square 
had  been  destroj-ed  in  I800,  before  the  siege,  and  that  even  the  prison  portion 
was  abandoned  quite  early  in  the  siege,  though  still  covered  bj'  unerring  marks- 
men with  the  long  rifles  which  the  Texans  knew  so  well  how  to  handle.  Before, 
General  Cos  did  much  to  damage  the  place  as  a  tenable  fortress  and  during  and 
after  the  siege,  the  walls  were  dismantled.  Piecemeal,  "  here  a  little  and  there  a 
little,"  the  old  Mission  has  been  improved  off  the  face  of  the  earth.  Very  for- 
lorn and  dilapidated  must  it  have  appeared  when  it  left  the  hands  of  Santa  Anna 
and  his  m^-rmidons  in  the  spring  of  1S36.  "The  Alamo.''  saj's  Kendall,  writing 
of  1S41  "  is  now  in  ruins,  only  two  or  three  of  the  houses  being  inhabited.'' 
For  thirteen  or  fourteen  years  at'ter  ■'the  fall,"  the  place  remained  in  a 
state  of  almost  absolute  ruin.  For  much  less  than  a  century  had  this 
church  stood  in  the  beauty  of  completeness.  There  are  strong  evidences 
that  the  Alamo  Church  in  original  general  design  resembled  the  Church 
of  the  Mission  Concepcion,  that  is  to  say,  it  had  a  carved  front,  on  either  side  of 
which  was  a  tower  with  baptismal  or  vestry  rooms  at  their  bases,  with  belfries  in 
their  second  stories.  Both  Churches  were  built  in  the  form  of  the  cross  and  had 
similar  arches  and  arched  stone  roofs.  The  Alamo  Church,  probably  like  the 
Mission  Concepcion  Church,  had  a  dome  at  the  intersection  of  the  cross  arches. 
Here,  perhaps,  the  resemblance  between  the  two  Churches  ceased  Xow,  long 
before  the  siege,  tradition  says,  the  towers  had  disappeared,  the  roof  and  dome  had 
mostly  fallen  in,  liut  wliat  was  left  of  the  walls  stood  braveh'  up.  These  thick, 
strong  walls,  the  Convent  with  its  yard  and  the  carcel  or  prison  entrance  were 
recognized  bj'  the  many  military  leaders  of  the  various  factions  and  armies  in  the 
struggles  and  troublous  times  of  the  early  part  of  the  present  century  as  about 
the  safest  harbor  of  refuge  the  neighborhood  afforded,  as  at  times  others  of  the 
Missions  were  considered  good  frontier  fortresses. 

About  the  year  ls4'.l.  Major  E.  B.  Babbitt,  acting  Quartermaster  of  the 
Eighth  Military  Department,  and  father  of  the  present  popular  commander  of  the 
Arsenal,  Major  Lawrence  S.  Babbitt,  took  possession  of  the  Alamo  buildings  in 
the  name  of  the  U.  S.  Government  to  use  them  as  a  Quartermaster's  Depot. 
The  ownership  of  the  Alamo  was  disputed  at  this  time,  the  city  claiming  it  on 
the  one  side,  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  upon  the  other.  The  city  claimed 
from  Major  E.  B.  Bahljitt,  on  January  ■"xl.  l>i')ll,  rents  due   for  the  occupation  of 
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the  "  buildings  and  property  known  as  the  Alamo."  In  a  subsequent  suit  which 
the  cit)'  lost,  Bishop  Odin,  on  behalf  of  his  Church,  proved  her  title  to  the 
property. 

Major  Babbitt,  as  has  been  said,  found  the  whole  place  in  appearance  an  ab- 
solute ruin.  The  Church  building  was  choked  with  debris,  a  conglomeration  of 
stones,  mortar  and  dirt  forming  on  the  inside  a  slanting  heap  from  the  base  of  the 
rear  wall  to  the  top  of  the  front  ' '  so  that  a  person  could  run  up  and  look  over  the 
top  of  the  front."  Much  work  was  necessary  to  put  the  place  into  anything  like 
the  shape  necessary  for  offices  and  depot  houses,  and  sheds.  The  Major  set  to 
work  to  do  this.  The  Church  was  first  cleared,  and  deep  down  in  the  debris  were 
found  two  or  three  skeletons  that  had  evidently  been  hastilj'  covered  with  rub- 
bish after  the  fall,  for  with  them  were  found  fur  caps  and  buckskin  trappings, 
undoubted  relics  of  the  ever  memorable  last  stand.  In  a  later  year,  March  29, 
187.^,  other  skeletons  buried  at  an  earlier  and  apparently  more  peaceful  period, 
were  unearthed  in  the  Church,  and  a  beautifully  carved  baptismal  font  was 
brought  to  light,  November  1-"),  1.S78.  What  varied  scenes  in  the  life  of  man  it 
had  witnessed  !  One  would  be  tempted  to  moralize  writing  for  anything  else 
but  the  pages  of  a  bald  historical  guide.  The  next  work  done  was  the  repairing 
of  the  front.  To  restore  the  upper  part  of  it  to  its  original  form  was  impracticable. 
Bare  practical  utility  is  the  desired  feature  of  any  Government  Military  work. 
So  the  top  was  finished  off  in  its  present  modest  shape,  the  rest  of  the  walls  were 
raised  to  an  equal  height,  a  roof  was  added,  and  to  assist  in  bearing  up  this  roof, 
two  stone  pillars  were  built  inside  at  points  in  the  wings  of  the  cross  in  line  with 
the  arch  pillars.  A  second  floor  was  added,  and  in  the  southwest  tower,  once  a 
belfry,  an  office  was  made.  Other  offices  were  added  on  the  ground  floor.  A 
few  troops  were  at  first  quartered  in  the  Church,  the  Convent  and  3-ard  were  also 
fitted  up  for  storerooms,  stables  and  sheds.  The  carcel  was  also  roofed  and 
cleared,  and  a  .serviceable  granary  was  made  of  it  and  used  as  such  by  the  Quar- 
termasters for  many  years.  It  was  demolished  soon  after  the  war,  the  wind  be- 
ginning this  work  of  destruction  in  18(36.  This  old  prison  building  used  to  stand 
east  and  west  across  the  north  end  of  the  garden  of  the  Alamo  Plaza  and  its 
foundations  were  brought  to  light  in  l.s.si),  when  the  leveling  of  the  Plaza,  prepar- 
ator)'  to  laying  mesquite  blocks,  began.  The  buildings  as  restored  by  Major 
Babbitt,  were  used  as  a  Quartermaster's  Depot  bj-  the  United  States  troops 
until  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  when  the  Confederate  authorities  used  it  for  a 
similar  purpose.  After  the  war  it  was  again  used  b}-  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment until  the  new  Quartermaster  Depot  was  ready  on  Government  Hill,  on 
January  31,  1878. 

In  1877  Grenet  purchased  the  Convent  portion  of  the  Alamo  property,  and 
shortl}'  (October  5,  1878)  erected  the  atrocious  lumber  building  before  noticed. 
Objection  was  made  on  the  part  of  the  Church  authorities  to  using  the  Alamo 
Church  building  as  a  mercantile  storeroom,  yet  it  undoubtedly  was  used  for  this 
at  times.  Early  in  188o  the  State  began  negotiations  for  the  purchase  of  the  old 
Church,  and  under  Act  of  April  23,  1.S83,  this  was  done,  and  on  May  1(3,  the 
final  transfer  to  the  State  for  S2(),C)00  was  made.  This  was  the  right  and  proper 
thing  to  do,  and  it  was  but  a  slight  recognition  of  the  valor  of  the  men  to  whom 
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Texas  owes  so  much,  not  to  mention  the  many  other  historical  associations  that 
its  walls  embody.  Many  particulars  and  details  of  the  foundation  and  earlier 
history  of  this  Church  and  the  Mission  will  be  found  in  Sidney  Lanier's  histori- 
cal sketch.  These  notes  are  intended  in  part  to  supplement  and  fit  into  his  ex- 
cellent description. 

The  Cathedral  of  San  Fernando 

This  structure,  once  merely  a  Parish  Church,  now  a  Cathedral  (the  first  Bishop 
of  San  Antonio  was  in.stalled  here  Christmas  eve,  1.S74),  is  a  mixture  of  the  old 
and  new  regimes.  All  that  is  left  of  the  old  building  is  the  rear  part,  easily  dis- 
tinguished by  its  marked  Moorish  characteristics,  its  dome  and  massive  walls  and 
octagonal  design.  The  first  Parish  Church  seems  to  have  been  built  by 
subscription  and  the  "  subject  of  the  construction  was  first  considered  in  the  Royal 
Presidio  of  San  Antonio  de  Bexar,  February  17th,  1738.*  Don  Prudencio  de 
Orobio  Basterra  being  Governor  and  Captain-General  of  the  Spanish  State  of 
Texas,  and  Don  Juan  Rezio  de  Leon  being  Curate,  Vicar  and  Ecclesiastical  Justice 
of  the  town  of  San  Fernando  (without  the  Presidio  of  San  Antonio),  and  it  was 
resolved  that  this  Parish  Church  should  be  erected  under  the  invocation  of  the 
Virgin  and  our  Lady  of  Guadalupe."  Many  Spanish  names  which  appear  in  the 
original  list  of  contributors  are  names  well  known  in  the  present  daj-,  held  bj' 
descendants.  This  old  Church  stood  upon  much  the  same  ground  as  the  modern 
structure  does,  that  is.  midway  between  the  two  Plazas,  the  Main  and  the  Mili- 
tary. It  bore,  however,  a  nearer  relation  to  the  Military  Plaza  and  its  habitants 
than  to  the  other,  for  it  was  here  mostly  that  Spain's  soldier-guardians  of  her 
border  colonies  dwelt,  and  it  was  for  their  use,  more  especially,  that  the  Church 
was  designed.! 

The  corner  stone  of  the  new  structure  was  laid  on  September  ■27th,  ISfiS. 
The  old  main  dome  was  destroj-ed  April  29th,  1872,  and  the  new  walls  went  up 
outside  the  old,  so  that  the  Church  was  onlj-  for  a  short  time  in  disuse.  July  od, 
1873,  the  old  front  was  torn  down.  F.  Giraud,  who  was  Mayor  of  San  Antonio 
at  the  opening,  October  (ith,  1^7-">,  had  furnished  the  architect's  plans  and  speci- 
fications. It  was  the  intention  of  the  architect  to  have  two  similar  towers,  yet 
only  one  was  partially  completed.  These  towers  were  to  have  additional  struc- 
tures of  wood  =urmounting  the  masonry,  twentj'-five  feet  above  the  summit  of  the 
tower  now  erected.  In  this  tower  are  several  bells  that  chime  out  morning,  noon 
and  exening,  telling  to  all  the  city  the  time  of  day.  Daily  services  are  held, 
the  .'^Sunday  morning  congregation  is,  as  a  rule,  large,  and  then  the  music  is  good 
and  well  worth  hearing.  The  Church  is  open  all  day  and  under  the  care  of  a 
sacristan.  There  is  an  old  and  interesting  font  and  .several  large  pictures  and 
other  notable  decorations.  The  present  Bishop  is  San  Antonio's  second — the 
Right  Reverend  J.  C.  Neraz. 

.\noUitr  antluirity  says  th.it  the  fumul.ntioii  stone  of  this  old  Church  was  laid  M,ay  i.Uh.  i7,-,4. 

—iSa»  Antonio  Iff  raid,  'jtily  lyth,  1872^. 

t  There  wa.s  fonnerly  iiieiitiou  e.\istiug  in  the  churcli  records  of  a  still  older  church  building  ou  a  different 
site,  at  about  No.  500  North  Laredo  street:  all  traces  of  tins  foundation  have  entirely  disappeared.  It  was  the 
origni  of  the  old  San  Fernando  Parish  Church,  and  in  a  measure  the  building  of  the  latter  was  probably  a  re- 
uiuval  ui'.-rclv  from  the  Laredo  street  site. 
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The  Missions. 

"  Good  friend,  for  Jesus'  sake  forbear. 
Blest  be  the  inau  that  spares  these  stones." 

A  protest  must  be  recorded  here  against  the  wanton  mutilation  of  the  sculp- 
ture of  the  Missions  by  thoughtless  relic  hunters.  The  shameful  chipping  of  the 
beautiful  carving  has  been  going  on  for  years.  At  San  Jose  whole  figures  have  been 
stolen  and  others  made  headless  ;  the  fine  old  carved  cedar  paneled  doors  of  this 
Mission  were  entirel}^  wrecked  and  carried  away  piecemeal.  Can  any  good  use 
warrant  such  senseless  robberj-  ?  Good  friend,  forbear  !  forbear  even  to  add  your 
name  to  the  thousands  scratched,  scribbled  and  penciled  on  walls  not  meant  for 
such  a  purpose. 

How  to  Get  to  tine  IVIissions. 

How  can  I  get  to  see  the  Missions  ?  is  the  anxious  inquiry  of  almost  every 
traveling  sightseer  that  comes  to  San  Antonio. 

The  idea  that  if  one  is  seen  all  are  seen  is  erroneous. 

Each  Mission  has  its  distinctive  feaiures,  and  all  are  well  worth  a  visit. 
Time,  of  course,  is  of  great  consideration  to  most  people,  and  they  would  rather 
see  one  than  none,  which  is  reasonable  enough,  but  if  the  time  can  possibly  be 
spared  none  of  the  four  Missions  should  be  missed.  There  is  nothing  of  the  kind 
of  equal  interest  on  this  continent.  It  is  an  experience  of  a  lifetime,  especially 
so  to  him  who  is  engaged  in  the  rush  and  torrent  of  business  life.  Let  him  then 
sacrifice  a  little  to  this  object  and  he  maj'  be  sure  that,  far  from  regretting  the 
time,  it  will  be  a  memory  to  be  long  cherished.  It  is  a  simple  matter  to  get  to 
the  Missions,  except  after  a  heavy  rain,  and  then  the  muddy  roads,  as  everywhere 
else  in  the  world,  are  a  little  unpleasant.  The  way  for  a  stranger  to  go,  to 
thoroughlj'  enjoy  the  time,  is  to  hire  a  buggy,  or,  if  a  small  party  is  made  up,  a 
larger  conveyance.  Northern  visitors  are  often  seen  making  themselves  very  un- 
comfortable by  going  out  to  the  Missions  on  horseback  thinking  that  it  is  the 
thing  to  do  in  Texas.  If  you  are  a  good  rider,  all  right,  but  don't  make  yourself 
miserable  by  putting  yourself  for  the  first  time  in  a  Texas  saddle  to  see  the 
Missions,  or  3'ou  are  very  sure  not  to  appreciate  what  there  is  to  see.  The 
ride  should  be  made  a  separate  number  on  the  program.  Granted, — that 
you  have  made  up  your  mind  to  hire  a  buggy  and  to  see  all  the  Missions. 
Start  in  the  morning  after  breakfast  taking  a  light  lunch  with  you.  You  take 
Garden  street  going  south,  and  noting  as  you  leave  town  the  wide  old  Concepcion 
Ditch  on  the  left  hand  side  of  the  road.  You  still  follow  the  same  street  crossing 
the  Southern  Pacific  Railroad  track  and  bearing  slightly  to  the  right  ;  cross  the 
S.  A.  &  A.  P.  Railroad  track,  still  following  the  same  road,  until  yon  see  the 
Towers  of  the  Mission  Concepcion  standing  conspicuously  up  on  the  left  hand 
side  of  the  road,  just  two  and  one  quarter  miles  from  the  centre  of  the  city. 
Having  seen  all  that  there  is  to  be  seen  here,  >ou  make  your  way  along  the 
same  road  towards  the  Riverside  Park,  then  down  to  the  River,  crossing  a  new 
county  bridge  there  at  the  old  ford. 
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It  was  just  in  this  neighborhood  that  tlie  first  battle  was  Ibught  for  Texan 
Independence,  in  Is.;").  After  crossing  the  River,  you  take  what  is  called  the 
River  Road,  but  you  do  not  catch  sight  of  the  River  again  until  you  reach 
the  Mission  of  San  Jose,  not  four  miles  from  the  city.  It  should  be  noon  by  the 
time  that  3'ou  have  done  these  two  Missions  thoroughly,  so  if  yon  choose  you 
can  dri\-e  down  a  short  distance  to  the  River  and  water  yoitr  horse,  tie,  and  at  a 
vcrv  pretty  spot  under  the  Pecans,  take  your  lunch.  You  must  return  to  San 
Jose  to  take  the  road  to  the  Third  Mission,  passing  the  Pj-ron  homestead  on  the 
left,  keeping  on  between  fences  until  you  reach  a  branch  of  the  road,  one  towards 
Berg's  Mill,  where  there  are  both  a  bridge  and  a  ford.  The  Third  Mission  is  on 
the  other  side  of  the  Riv^er.  It  will  be  noted  that  the  Missions  are  alternately  on 
different  sides  of  the  River.  The  First  on  the  east  bank,  the  Second  on  the  west, 
the  third  on  the  East  and  the  fourth  on  the  West.  Leaving  the  third  you  return 
over  the  bridge  a  short  distance  to  the  branch  of  the  road  that  you  left,  and 
go  down  abrupt!}'  to  the  wooden  bridge  over  the  Piedra  creek.  Quite  close  to 
this  bridge  to  the  left  is  the  old  aqueduct  made  by  the  Franciscan  brothers  uearlj'^ 
loO  j-ears  ago.  Alight  and  examine  it.  It  is  indeed  a  substantial  and  interest- 
ing work,  a  series  of  low  massive  arches  on  the  top  of  which  runs  the  Mission 
irrigating  ditch.  Leaving  this,  follow  this  branch  road  to  the  fourth  Mission  and 
return  to  the  City  at  pleasure. 

Mission  Concepcion. 

■To  rmuatt:  proud  building;?  with  thy  hours 

.\ud  smear  with  dust  their  glittering,  golden  towers." 

In  the  report  of  the  Viceroy  Count  Revilla-gigedo,  referred  to  many  times  in 
this  work,  the  date  of  the  "ereccion"  of  this  Mission  as  well  as  those  of  the  Missions 
of  the  Alamo,  San  Juan  and  San  Francisco  de  la  Espada,  is  given  as 
1711).  San  Jose  is  gjyen  as  being  "erected"  four  years  later  17l2().  This 
does  not  mean  that  the  buildings  were  then  erected,  but  simpU-  that  in 
that  vear  it  was  determined  to  establish  Missions  in  suitable  localities  on 
Spain's  frontiers  for  the  purposes  of  subjecting,  christianizing  and  civilizing  In- 
dian tribes  and  of  firmly  establishing  Spain's  right  to  these  regions  of  territory' 
to  which  she  laid  a  just  claim.  It  was  in  the  j-ear  IToO  that  the  Mission  of  Nues- 
tra  Seiiora  de  la  Concepcion  Purissima  de  Acmla  was  located  as  the  report  says 
on  the  site  that  it  now  occupies  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Capital  Town  of  the 
Province.  The  Church  records  show  that  the  foundation  stone  of  this  Mi-ssion 
was  laid  March  •">,  17;'>1,  about  the  time  that  the  Mission  San  Jose  was  completed, 
and  that  taking  twenty-one  years  to  build  it  was  completed   in  17">-.      The   won- 

*  Translation  from  the  "  Inlbrnie  Oficial  "  of  Count-ReHUa-gigedo.  Viceroy  of  Mexico  179:v 
.\RTici.E  llll>.  "(Jn  the  third  expedition  of  the  year  17I(),  niue  friars  of  the  College  of  Santa  Cruz  of  Que- 
retaro  and  of  Our  Lady  of  Guadalupe  of  Zacatecas  together  with  the  Superior  or  President.  V.  P.  Fr.  .\ntouio 
Margil  de  Jesus  established  six  missions  in  the  most  uortherly  part  of  the  Province  (Texas)  and  a  few  years 
thereafter  another  was  built  near  the  Presidio  of  Our  Lady  del  Pilar  de  los  .\daes  distant  seven  leagues  from 
the  fort  of  Nachitoches  in  Louisiana. 

.Article  1!I7.  Iu  the  year  I'M),  three  of  these  missions,  viz,  Our  Lady  de  la  Concepcion.  Sau  Juan 
Capistrauo  and  Sau  Francisco  de  !a  Espada  were  transferred  to  the  sites  they  now  occupy  iu  the  neighbor- 
hood of  the  Capital  Town  of  the  Provitice  (San  .\ntoniot  and  the  other  three  were  extinguished  in  the  year  1774 
as  mav  be  seen  by  .-Vrlicle  "22  of  the  instructions  contained  in  the  Royal  Regulations  of  the  Presidios  which 
His  Majest>-  ordered  dispatched  umler  date  of  10th  September  1772." 
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der  is,  not  that  it  took  so  long  but  that  it  could  be  completed  in  the  time  by  the 
founders,  with  materials  to  find,  manufacture  and  hew,  and  with  the  necessi't>  of 
teaching  an  intractable  people,  strange  to  industry,  at  once,  how  to  labor  and  the 
arts.  The  reader  is  referred  to  the  ground  plans  of  the  Missions  illustrated  in 
this  book  and  he  will  realize  how  enormous  in  the  wilderness  and  with  such 
difficulties  was  the  undertaking. 

Mission  Concepcion  was  built  like  the  others  for  worship,  for  scholastic  pur- 
poses and  for  defence.     The  barracks  that  surrounded  the  square  have  long  since 
disappeared  and  what  was   for  a  period  the  home  of  hospitality  and  the  strong- 
hold and  refuge    of  many  wayfarers  and  travellers   and  alive  with  the  daily  toll 
ot  its  little  community  and   the  quick   purpose  of  its  founders,  is  now  quiet  and 
deserted,  a  relic,   and  but  for  the  occasional  service  in  the  chapel  is  an  institution 
that  has  served  its  day.     It  is  pathetic,  realizing  that  there  is  no  help  for  these 
grand  old  monuments  of  the  past  but  to  fall  more  and  more  into  decay.      Mission 
Concepcion   is  the   best  preserved   Mission  of  Texas.     Its    "twin    towers"  and 
Moorish    dome  rising  out  of  the  brush  and  small  timber  in  its  vicinity  arouse 
within  one  a  mixture  of  curiosity,  a  sense  of  the  incongruous  and  a    delight  of 
the  picturesque.      At  the  Mission  lives  a  family,  which  is  in  charge  and  some  one 
of  them  will  bring   you  the  key  of  the  chapel  and  show   you  what  there  is   to  be 
seen,  but  it  would  be  useless  to  try  and  elicit  any  information.     To  them  the  past 
of  the  Mission  is  as  a  sealed  book  and  it  has  no  romance  for  them.     The  Mission 
Church  fronts  due  West,  and  is  built  in   the   form  of  a  cross,  with  the   towers 
forming  two  wings  at   the  foot   of  the   cross.     This   design  corresponds    exactly 
with  that  of  the  Church  of  the  Alamo.     The  front  gateway  is  worthy  of  close  ex- 
amination.     The  upper  part  of  the  ornamented  facade  is  not  an    arch    but    a 
simple  triangle  and  the  arch  of  the  doorway  is,  for  want  of  a  better  definition,  a 
divided   polygon.     In  the  division  or  center  of  the   arch  is  a  shield  with   arms 
and  devices,  and  here  and  there  on  the  portal  fagade  are  cross  and  scroll,   and 
carved  relief  pillars  at  the  sides  ornamented  with  carved  lozenges.     In  angular 
spaces  over  the  archway  as  shown  below  is  the  legend: 


^CESSA 


which,  being  interpreted,  is  "With  these  arms  be  mindful  to  the  Mission's  Patron- 
ess and  Princess,  and  defend    (or  vindicate)  the  state  of  her  purity."     Over  this 
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winds,  circling  in  and  out,  the  flagelhini  or  knotted  .scourge  of  the  order  of  St. 
Francis,  realistically  carved — "Ifitwan't  for  the  knots,  'twould  be  like  a  hair 
lariat,"  as  a  boy  once  remarked.  It  also  has  an  uncannj'  suggestion  of  a  hang- 
man's noose.  These  are  again  surmounted  with  other  designs,  and  above  all  on  the 
summit  of  the  faoade  is  a  stone  bearing  the  date  1794,  and  immediately  under- 
neath this  is  a  shield  with  the  initial,  ^i ,  meaning,  "Ave  Maria.''  The  only 
•Stained  glass  in  all  the  Missions  is  the  panes  of  two  little  windows  each  side  of 
the  upper  part  of  the  facade.  The  front  of  the  Mission  Concepcion  must  have 
been  very  gorgeous  with  color,  for  it  was  fre.scoed  all  over  with  red  and  blue 
quatrefoil  crosses*  of  different  pattern  and  with  large  yellow  and  orange  squares 
to  simulate  great  dressed  stones.  This  frescoing  is  rapidly  disappearing,  and 
from  but  a  little  distance  the  front  looks  to  be  merely  gray  and  undecorated  stone. 
The  topmost  roofs  of  the  towers  are  pyramidical  and  of  stone,  with  smaller  comer 
pyramidal  cap-stones.  The  upper  stories  of  the  towers  have  each  four  lookout 
windows  of  plain  Roman  arches.  The  tops  of  the  side  walls  of  the  Church  and 
the  circle  wall  of  the  central  dome  have  wide  stone  serrations  in  the  Moorish 
character,  the  points  of  which  around  the  finely  proportioned  dome  stand  out  like 
canine  teeth.  The  towers  have  belfries,  and  at  their  bases,  on  either  side  of  the 
entrance  are  on  the  right,  a  baptistry  11x11  feet  with  massive  thick  walls,  and  on 
the  left  a  similar  small  chamber  used  as  a  vestry.  The  baptistry  walls  are  fres- 
coed with  weird  looking  designs,  dim  and  faded,  of  the  Crucifixion  and  "  los 
dolores."  It  is  quite  dark  in  this  room,  there  being  no  window,  and  a  light 
must  be  procured  to  exaniiiiL-  it.  A  semi-circular  font  projects  from  the  south 
wall,  its  half  bowl  cirved  with  what  appears  to  be  a  symbolical  figure  with  out- 
stretched arms  supporting  the  rim.  It  is  a  rude  piece  of  carving,  but  is  artistic. 
Inside,  the  stone  roof  of  the  Chapel  with  its  series  of  arches  and  central  dome,  is 
massive  but  plain.  In  each  wing  of  the  cross  are  altars  or  altar  places.  In  the 
west  end  is  a  choir  loft.  In  the  east,  an  altar  gorgeously  decked  and  painted  in 
the  Catholic  manner,  for  Ma.ss.  The  walls,  roof,  and  ceiling  are  newh-  white- 
washed, the  floor  is  ''  Mother  Earth,"  but  some  bran  new  seats  have  been  pro- 
vided. The  Chapel  up  till  recentl)',  was  in  a  verj^  neglected  state.  To  Bishop 
Neraz  belongs  the  credit  of  having  it  restored  to  its  present  state  of  cleanliness 
and  comfort.  He  it  was  who  re-dedicated  it  to  Our  Lady  of  Lourdes  on  May  2. 
1SS7. 

The  mission  was  frequently  used  for  thf  quartering  of  troops,  notably  in 
ISoo.  Santa  Anna  is  said  to  have  expressed  surprise  that  the  Alamo  was  chosen 
to  be  defended  by  the  Texans  in  lN;i(i  rather  than  the  Mission  Concepcion,  afi"ecting 
to  recogni/.e,  more  efl^ective  militarj-  points  in  the  Concepcion  Mission  as  a  strong- 
hold. In  1S4'.I  the  United  States  troops  were  quartered  there  for  awhile  and  it  is 
said  that  the}-  cleared  the  chapel  of  an  immense  amount  of  accumulated  rubbish 
and  bat  guano.  In  the  holes  in  the  walls  outside  are  to  be  found  the  nesting 
places  of  owls,  pigeons,  doves  and  other  birds.  To  the  south  of  the  chapel, 
westerh-,  are  a  series  of  arches  which  were  tormerly  cells,  chambers  and  cloisters 
for  the  Mission  inmates,  but   now   used   as  storage  rooms   and   stables.     To  the 

*  These  quatrefoils  are  repealed  over  aud  over  again  in  the  car\-ed  lozenges  of  the  pillars  in  relief,  and 
frescoes  of  this  Mission  and  at  San  Josu.  Whether  there  is  any  meaning  attached  to  these  particular  forms  of 
the  cross  hevond  that  thev  are  crosses,  the  editor  is  unable  to  discover. 


<$09eepeio9  /T^issioi?. 

The  shaded  part  is  in  ruins.  The  material  is  rough  stone  laid 
in  mortar.  B  is  the  baptismal  chatnber.  T  is  the  room  under  the  left 
tower.  D  stands /or  door,  as  ^  for  arch.  There  is  another  room  above 
the  Sacristy 

The  river  is  towards  the  west  about  ^4  mile. 

Scale,  40  feet  to  the  inch. 


In  a  work  published  in  the  Spanish  language  at  Saltillo  written  by  Esteban  L. 
Portillo  and  entitled  "Apuntes  para  la  Historia  Antig;ua  de  Coahuila  y  Texas,"  the 
author  on  page  305  remarks  concerning  the  Mission  Concepciou.  apparently 
deri\'ing  his  information  from  Mexican  State  Records  : — "  In  order  to  guard  it,  the 
Monastery  had  a  stone  wall  with  three  gateways,  as  well  as  two  bronze  cannons  of 
an  eight-ounce  calibre,  with  a  weight  of  8arr6bas8  libras,"  (83  lbs  each).  As  has 
been  said  in  our  description  of  this  Mission  the  traces  of  such  walls  are  to-day 
hardly  to  be  defined  and  these  defences  are  not  shown  in  the  plan  for  fear  of  inac- 
curacy. 
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F  F  F  etc.  are  flying-  buttresses.  The  dwelling  is  two 
stories  high.  The  adobe  wall  is  modern.  The  material  is 
rough  stone  laid  in  mortar. 

The  river  is  towards  the  north,  running  south  of  east. 
Scale,  20  feet  to  the  inch. 
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Sap  Juap  fT)issi09. 

Solid  lines  show  existing  -works,  dotted  lines,  old  and  ruined 
ones.  The  river  is  to  the  west  about  loo  yards,  flowing  in  a  southerly 
direction.  D  is  for  door,  W  is  for  window.  The  Granary  and  Church 
are  partly  in  ruins. 

Scale,  So  feet  to  the  inch. 


Espada   /T\i55i09. 


Solid  lines  show  existijig  works^  dotted  lines,  ruined 
works.  T  T  T  are  bastions  or  bulwarks.  A  A  A  A  A  are 
arched  doorways. 

Scale,  loofeet  to  the  inch. 


I^eferepces 

Illustrating  the  {/ilia  Capital  de  San  Fernando,  Sparjisl) 
Garrison,  Etc. 


1.  The  old  Church  of  San  Fernando. 

2.  Churchyard  Burying  Ground,  now  covered  by  the  Cathedral 
of  1868-72. 

3.  The  Presidio  Garrison  Barracks,  long  since  removed. 

4.  The  old  Plaza  de  Armas  Dwellings  and  Ramparts.  All  3  and  4 
were  claimed  by  the  city  as  city  property  and  in  most  cases  the  city 
substantiated  its  claims,  and,  acquiring  it,  cleared  the  old  buildings 
away.  The  lot  marked  l>  was  the  last  private  property  to  disappear- 
1889.  In  the  '40s  and  '50s  a  man  named  Goodman  gave  much  trouble 
before  he  was  finally  ousted  by  law  by  the  city.  Plats  of  most  of 
these  properties,  and  the  names  of  claimants,  may  be  found  in 
Book  1,  City  Engineer's  Records.  The  City  Hall  of  1850-90,  with 
City  Jail,  occupied  N.  W.  corner,  c  d. 

5.  Properties  of  N.  Lewis,  Callaghan,  Groesbeeck,  et  al.,  on  Main 
Plaza,  claimed  and  cleared  by  the  city  similarly  to  those  on  Military 
Plaza  (See  note  4). 

6.  The  isolated  Spanish  family  names  on  the  plan  are  those  of 
some  of  the  original  property  holders. 

7.  The  faintly  dotted  lines  to  and  from  the  Veramendi  and  Garza 
Houses  are  the  approximate  routes  to  Zambrano  Row  and  to  the 
Priest  House  taken  by  the  besieging  companies  under  Milam  and 
F.  W.  Johnston  in  1835.  The  capitulation  of  Cos  to  Burleson  fol- 
lowed in  1835. 


This  plan  is  about  75  varas  to  the  inch,  Rampart  Dwellings  from  6  to  12  varas 
wide,  Garrison  Barracks,  20  varas  wide. 
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south  forming  a  wing  easterly  are  other  buildings  probably  the  sacristy, 
superior's  vestries  and  quarters,  these  have  two  stories,  the  upper  being  ap- 
proached by  a  stone  stair-case.  The  square  of  the  Mission  at  this  date,  can 
very  hardly  be  defined,  but  that  the  Mission  was  situated  in  the  southeastern 
corner  of  a  ramparted  square  is  without  doubt.  The  Mission  Square  enclosed 
about  four  acres.  The  brothers  of  the  Mission  formerly  owning  about  100  acres. 
On  April  10th,  1794,  the  lands  of  Mission  Concepcion  were  partitioned  in  a  simi- 
lar manner  to  those  of  the  Alamo  Mission,  among  its  Indian  dependents,  setting 
aside  certain  portions  of  the  land  for  the  payment  of  Government  taxes.  This 
was  done  by  an  order  of  the  Viceroy  dated  1786.  The  names  of  the  recipients 
may  be  found  in  a  document  among  our  County  Records.  There  were  oS  souls  at 
that  time  in  the  Mission  community,  namely  1(1  men,  12  married  women,  1  boy,  '> 
girls  and  •'!  widows.      In  1S05  a  census  showed  41  souls. 

The  name  of  the  Mission  refers  first  to  the  doctrine  of  the  Immaculate  Con- 
ception of  the  Virgin  which  was  a  new  and  burning  religious  question  of  the 
day.  Acuiia  it  derives  from  the  name  of  the  Marquess  Casa  de  Fuerte,  Viceroy 
of  Mexico  at  the  time  of  the  Mission's  foundation. 

The  Mission  San  Jose. 

Mission  San  Jose  de  Agnayo  or  Second  Mission  as  it  is  familiarly  called,  is 
dedicated  to  St.  Joseph,  the  husband  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  and  was  "erected"  or 
founded  in  the  year  1720,  when  Marquis  San  Miguel  de  Aguaj^o  came  to  be  Gov- 
ernor of  Texas  ;  hence  the  name  San  Jose  de  Aguayo.  It  was  probably  begun 
shortly  after,  during  this  man's  Governorship,  for  it  was  the  first  to  be  finished 
and  the  daj'  of  its  completion  was  made  the  occasion  of  locating  and  beginning 
the  Concepcion,  San  Juan  and  San  Francisco  Missions,  March  5,  1731.  San  Jose 
Mission  is  the  most  beautiful  of  all,  and  its  carving  is  surely  "a  joy  forever." 
The  hand  that  chiseled  the  wonderful  facade  at  the  main  entrance  of  the  Church, 
the  doorway,  window,  and  pillar  capitals  of  the  smaller  Chapel,  that  now  goes  by 
the  name  of  the  Baptistry,  was  one  of  marvelous  cunning.  The  facade  is  rich  to 
repletion  with  the  most  exquisite  carving.  Figures  of  A'irgins  and  Saints  with 
drapery  that  looks  like  drapery,  cherubs'  heads,  sacred  hearts,  ornate  pedestals 
and  recesses  with  their  conch-like  canopies,  and  cornices  wonderful.  The  door 
way,  pillar  and  arch,  is  daring  in  its  unique  ornamentation — showing  in  its  com- 
bination of  form  the  impression  of  Moorish  outlines.  Otherwise  the  whole  facade 
is  rich  Rennaissance — figures  and  hearts  alone  with  anything  realistic  about 
them.  All  other  ornamentation  is  conventional  but  with  nothing  stiff,  every 
curve  showing  a  free  hand.  The  window  above  the  archway  is  a  simple  wreath 
of  such  acanthus-like  curves  and  copchoids  of  surpassing  workmanship. 
The  south  window  of  the  Baptistry  is  considered  by  good  judges  the  finest  gem  of 
architectural  ornamentation  existing  in  i^.merica  to-day.  Its  curves  and  propor- 
tions are  a  perpetual  delight  to  the  eye,  and  often  as  the  writer  has  seen  and  ex- 
amined it,  it  is  of  that  kind  of  art  which  does  not  satiate,  but  ever  reveals  some 
fresh  beaut}'  in  line  or  curve.  And  to  think  that  men  can  be  found  who  can 
ruthlessly  deface  these  for  the  sake  of  possessing  a  piece  of  the  material.  Was  it 
not  that  the  sculptor  saw  the  perfect  statue  in  the   stone  ?     Surely    here  the  fool 
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sees  only  the  stone  in  the  material  that  has  been  given  a  beautj'  not  its  own.     If 
stones  ever  do  cry  out.  it  is  when  they  are  alive  with  this  touch  of  genius. 

"  Do  you  not  know  nie:  does  no  voice  within 
Answer  my  cry.  and  say  we  are  akin  ?  " 

But  can  these  de.secrators  have  any  kin.ship  with  Art  ?  It  is  not  the  Texan 
or  the  Mexican  who  has  done  these  things.  Kendall  says,  writing  of  '42, 
'■  though  the  Texan  troops  were  long  quartered  here.  (San  Jose)  the  stone  carv- 
ings have  not  been  injured."  And  this  was  in  wartime  when  men  are  more  than 
usually  bent  on  destruction. 

Turn  to  the  foundation  plan  of  San  Jose.  It  will  lie  seen  how  extensive 
these  Mission  buildings  are.  They  are  placed  in  the  northeast  corner  of  the 
square,  running  almost  due  east  and  west.  "  The  Mission  San  Jose  consists  also 
of  a  large  square,  and  numerous  Mexican  families  still  make  it  their  residence. 
To  the  left  of  the  gateway  is  the  granary."  So  sa\'s  Kendall.  The  gateway  is 
gone  to-day.  The  granary,  with  its  strong  and  curious  flying  buttresses  and 
arched  stone  roof,  is  still  there  and  in  it  families  make  a  home.  The  road  .still 
enters  the  Mission  Square  just  at  the  right  of  the  granary,  where  the  old  en- 
trance was.  Here  you  are  in  full  view  of  the  fat-ade  of  the  Mission  Buildings 
with  the  square  spreading  out  to  the  right  or  south  of  the  long  main  building  of 
the  Mission.  The  Mexican  families  still  exist  in  huts  erected  upon  the  ruins  of 
the  ramparts  of  the  Mission  Square,  and  in  a  few  years  the.se  now  hardly  to  be 
defined  foundations  will  have  been  "improved"  from  the  place.  At  the  south- 
western corner  of  the  Mission  buildings  is  a  belfn,-  tower,  about  sixty  feet  high. 
It  has  four  lookout  windows  and  a  pyramidical  stone  roof  Tucked  in  the  angle 
made  bj-  this  tower  and  the  south  wall  of  the  large  Chapel,  is  a  peculiar  round 
tower  to  accommodate  the  winding  stairway  of  solid  hewn  wooden  steps  to  the 
second  story  of  the  belfry  tower.  From  the  second  story  are  very  curious  stairs 
or  ladders  made  of  solid  tree  trunks  notched  and  dressed  with  an  axe,  leading  to 
the  upper  lookout  of  the  tower.  Here,  are  to  be  had  .some  fine  views  of  the 
country.  All  over  the  tower  chamber's  walls  are  thousands  of  names  of  visitors. 
Only  a  small  portion  of  the  large  stone  roof  of  the  main  Chapel  remains  and  much 
of  the  north  wall  has  gone,  leaving  a  great  ugly  gap  on  this  side  and 
the  remnant  of  the  roof  very  unsafe  in  appearance.  These  portions  of  the  Chapel 
with  its  dome  fell  in  with  a  great  crash  on  a  stormj-  night  of  December,  iMiS.  To 
the  south  of  the  main  Chapel  is  a  smaller  one.  the  window  and  carving  of  which 
were  referred  to  above.  This  is  roofed  by  three  domes,  the  tops  of  the  enclosing 
walls  being  serrated,  all  quite  in  Moorish  style.  The  entrance  to  this  Chapel  is 
from  the  east  from  an  ante-chamber  or  wing  of  the  cloisters.  The  arch  and  side- 
stones  of  the  entr}'  door  are  beautifully  sculptured,  and  here,  there  still  remain, 
much  chipped,  once  finely  carved,  cedar  double  doors,  and  although  so  badly  dam- 
aged they  suggest  to  one's  mind  what  the  beautj-  of  the  front  doors  or  gates  at  the 
fai-ade  of  the  main  Chapel  might  have  been.  In  this  little  Chapel  services  are 
still  occasionally  held.  Its  altar  is  decked  with  gaudy  patchwork  of  a  distinctly 
Mexican  design,  and  many  a  little  trumpery.  l)y  way  of  offering  is  placed  there  by 
the  simple  and  believing  women  folk  of  the  ]ilace.  Some  of  the  details  of  the 
capitals  of  the  pillars,  the  font  and  other  carving  of  this  little  Chapel  are  illustrated 
in  this  book.     There  are  two  ancient  Spanish  pictures,  one  hanging  each  side  of  the 


MISSION  SAN  JOSE;.  19 

altar,  much  the  worse  for  age,  scenes  from  the  life  of  St.  Joseph.  One  is  very 
plainly  the  "  Flight  into  Egypt."  The  other,  more  difficult  to  make  out,  is  most 
likely  a  picture  of  the  Circumcision.  The  fan-like  fluted  canopies  of  the  window 
and  recesses  have  a  pretty  architectural  effect.  The  cloisters  and  cells,  which 
were  of  two  stories,  are  quite  extensive  with  a  double  series  of  arches  stretching 
eastwardly  from  the  main  building.  The  outside  arches  are  plain,  wide  semi- 
circular arches,  and  pointed  Gothic  arches  inside  and  on  the  second  floors. 
These  monastic  additions  to  the  Mission  had  formerly  fallen  vrer3'  much  into 
decay,  but  in  1859  some  Benedictine  fathers  arrived  here  from  St.  Vincent's 
Abbe}-  in  the  Pittsburg  Diocese,  Pennsj-lvania,  with  the  intention  of  rebuilding 
these  rooms  and  cloisters  for  scholastic  purposes.  The  intention  was  only  par- 
tially carried  into  efiect.  The  industrious  fathers  rebuilt  many  of  the  upper 
Gothic  arches,  as  far  as  can  be  learned,  manufacturing  their  own  red  bricks  for 
that  purpose  and  the  making  of  the  big  oven  at  the  east  end.  What  finally  inter- 
fered with  this  purpose  of  the  Benedictines  it  is  difficult  to  discover,  but  it  is  more 
than  likely  that  wars  and  rumors  of  wars  and  an  unsettled  epoch  had  much  to  do 
with  the  abandonment  of  their  project,  adding  one  more  unfinished  chapter  to  the 
heroic  history  of  the  Catholic  Church  in  Texas. 

Notwithstanding  their  irrigation  ditches  and  the  proximity  of  the  River  to 
all  the  four  Missions,  the  constructors  did  not  forget  one  important  item — water, 
in  case  of  the  community  being  confined  to  the  Mission  Square.  Each  of  the 
Missions  has  a  substantially  built,  serviceable  well,  sunk  close  to  the  main  building. 
San  Jose  was  erected  under  more  than  ordinary  difficulty,  the  builders  being 
under  constant  fear  and  expectation  of  attack  by  hostiles.  Perhaps  fear  is  a  word 
too  foreign  to  the  natures  of  these  brave  and  religious  pioneers  who  struggled 
with  such  pious  determination  to  success.  It  must  have  been  very  disheartening 
to  find  that  all  their  faithful  labor  was  in  vain,  though  no  record  of  any  such  ex- 
pression is  extant.  Captain  Pike,  who  in  his  famous  expedition  visited  this 
Mission  in  1.SU7,  relates  that  the  Priest  told  him  that  "  it  appeared  to  him  that  the 
Indians  could  not  exist  under  the  shadow  of  the  whites — as  the  nations  who 
formed  the  San  Antonio  Missions  had  been  nurtured  and  taken  all  the  care  of 
that  it  was  possible,  and  put  on  the  same  footing  as  the  Spaniards  ;  yet,  notwith- 
standing the}^  had  dwindled  away  until  the  other  two  Missions  (San  Juan  Capes- 
trana  [sic]  and  Ea  Purisima  Concepcion)*  had  become  entireh'  depopulated,  and 
the  one  where  he  resided  had  not  then  more  than  sufficient  to  perform  his  hou.se- 
hold  labor.  From  this  he  had  formed  an  idea  that  God  never  intended  them  to 
form  one  people,  but   that  they   s'nould  always  remain  distinct  and  separate."  f 

Bishop  Neraz  thinks  the  figures  on  the  front  of  San  Jose  to  be,  The  Virgin, 
San  Jose,  San  Benedict,  San  Augustine  and  San  Francisco.  Other  authorities 
have  given  a  slight  variation  of  this  list.  The  front  was  frescoed  in  red,  blue 
and  yellow  in  pretty  designs,  but  this  is  now  very  difficult  to  discern. 

*  Ceusus  of  180.3  showed  forty-one  souls  in  Mission  Concepcinn. 

t  This  extract  from  "  Pike's  Expedition  "  is  taken  from  Yoakum  s  History,  Vol.  I.,  p.  lil.  With  regard  to 
this — Where  are  the  nations  of  the  Indian  t"  with  half  his  face  vermilion")  mentioned  in  the  Records  of  Marriages 
of  Mission  Concepcion  ?    (See  Interview  with  Bishop  Neraz)    "  Even  with  the  good  Knight  Charlemain !  " 
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Mission  of  San  Juan. 

The  Third  Mission,  or  Mission  San  Juan  de  Capistrano  was  named  after 
Santa  Giovanni  di  Capistrano,  a  friar  of  the  Franci.scan  order  who  was  V)orn  in  the 
year  1  •■'>>;<)  in  th^  little  town  of  Capistrano  in  the  Abruzzi  in  Italy,  or  rather  in 
what  was  lbrnierl\-  the  kingdom  of  the  two  Sicilies.  The  Mission  was  begun  in 
IT.'Il  on  March  •')th.  It  is  situated  on  tlie  left  or  east  bank  of  the  river  about  six 
miles  from  San  Antonio,  a  \ery  picturesque  locality  by  the  San  Juan  ford  and 
bridge.  The  .settlement  there  is  called  Berg's  Mill  after  a  Scouring  Mill  erected 
some  5-ears  ago.  The  S.  A.  li  A.  F.  R.  R.  Depot  goes  bj-  that  name  also. 
About  a  half  mile  from  this  settlement  on  the  right  or  west  bank  of  the  River  is 
the  old  aqueduct  already  alluded  to  in  the  introductory  to  the  Mission.s — this 
aqueduct  takes  water  over  the  Piedra  creek  for  the  u.se  of  the  Fourth  Mission 
lands.  Mission  San  Juan  is  less  remarkable  and  distinguished  than  the  other 
two  just  described  but  has  its  points  of  interest.  Its  square  is  well  defined  and 
the  design  of  a  complete  Mi.ssion  can  be  made  out  with  less  difficultj^  here  and  at 
the  Fourth  Mission  than  at  the  others.  Its  little  granary,  its  chapel,  its  ruined 
convent  or  monastery  which  must  have  been  a  building  of  some  importance  in  its 
day,  and  the  foundations  of  a  chapel  which  was  neyer  completed  are  all  objects  of 
interest.  These  main  buildings  unlike  those  of  the  First  and  Second  Missions 
form  parts  of  and  are  built  into  the  boundarj'  or  rampart  walls.  A  number  of 
Mexican  families  live  here,  some  of  the  members  of  which  possess  marked  Indian 
features.  In  the  neighborhood  of  San  Juan  there  are  more  traces  of  the  Indian 
in  faces  and  characteristics  than  anywhere  else  in  Texas.  The  best  time  to  note 
this  is  on  a  Sunday  afternoon  when  the}^  usually  congregate  at  one  of  the  houses 
near  the  ford  for  their  weekly  cock  fight  which  seems  to  be  the  excitement  of  the 
community,  that  is  among  the  men. 

The  Chapel  of  San  Juan  is  \-ery  plain  and  simple  in  construction.  Just  four 
walls — the  tower  being  merely  an  elevation  of  a  portion  of  the  East  wall  with  open 
arches  in  it  for  bells.  There  is  still  one  bell  left.  The  Chapel  is  roofless  except 
for  one  small  room  at  the  south  end  which  is  walled  off  by  an  adobe  wall  and 
which  is  used  as  a  Sacristy,  vestry,  and  receptacle  for  the  small  remaining  stock  of 
figures,  books,  pictures  and  other  such  bric-a-brac.  The  inside  of  the  walls  of 
the  Chapel,  however,  will  afford  to  such  as  care  for  that  sort  of  thing  a  few  min- 
utes interesting  study  in  rude  frescoing.  The  frescoes  are  almost  obliterated  by 
exposure  to  the  weather  andthe  wonder  is  that  they  have  not  long  since  been  washed 
entirely  off  by  heavy  rains.  They  are  a  curious  mixture  of  Old  and  New  World 
ideas.  Detail  of  Moorish  design,  a  Roman  arch,  an  Indian  figure  and  pigments. 
"These  frescoes,  '  says  Father  Bouchu,  "I  think  are  of  later  date  than  thecomple- 
tion  of  the  Chapel  and  they  were  probably  permitted,  to  satisfy  the  Indian  na- 
ture's love  of  color."  A  painted  rail  about  four  feet  high  running  around  the 
Chapel  first  attracts  the  eye,  then  the  elaborately  painted  Roman  Arch  in  red 
and  orange  over  the  doorwa\-.  The  design  of  this  decoration  is  decided!}-  of  a 
Moorish  caste,  zigzag  strips  and  tilocks  of  color  with  corkscrew  and  tile  work, 
and  pillars  of  red  and  orange  blocks.  These  pillars  are  abotit  twelve  feet  high  and 
support  another  line  or  rail  of  color  and  upon  this  upper  line  are  a  series  of  fig- 
ures of  musicians  each  playing  a  different  instrument.  The  figures  for  .some  rea- 
son are  much  more  indistinct    than  their  instruments,  the   latter  being  accuratelv 
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drawn  and  easy  to  distinguish.  There  is  one  of  these  figures  over  the  frescoed 
arch  of  the  door.  It  is  a  mandolin  player.  The  player  is  indistinct,  portions  of 
his  chair  and  instrument  plainer,  the  latter  can  be  made  out  to  be  of  dark  brown 
color  with  the  finger  board  and  keys,  red.  To  the  right  of  him  is  a  violin  player, 
the  best  preserved  sample  of  all — the  violin  and  bow  are  quite  distinct,  so  are  the 
features  of  the  face  of  the  figure,  his  hair  is  black,  lips  red,  face  and  legs  or- 
ange, feet  black,  the  body  of  the  violin  orange,  the  rest  of  him  and  the  bow  red.  To 
the  right  of  him  again  is  a  guitar  player,  dres,sed  in  a  bluish  green  color,  sitting 
in  a  red  chair,  the  instrument  is  quite  distinct.  Directly  opposite  this  figure  vis 
a  vis  is  a  viol  player;  the  instrument  being  held  bj'  the  player,  finger  board  up, 
from  the  left  shoulder  across  the  bod3'  ;  head,  hands,  instrument  and  bow  being 
distinct,  but  the  body  of  him  is  "played  out."  To  the  right  of  this  ghosth^ 
looking  viol  player  is  a  harp  and  a  chair  but  the  player  is  either  invisible  or  van- 
ished. The  lower  rail,  which  is  the  much  more  elaborate  of  the  two,  supports  here 
and  there  a  flower  pot  and  flowers  in  incongruous  colors  of  bluish  green  and  dull 
red — carnations  and  roses  being  prime  favorites,  with  an  occasional  cross  on  a 
painted  pedestal  or  dado. 

If  there  is  any  record  of  the  partition  of  the  lands  of  this  Mission  it  has  not 
been  discovered,  at  any  rate  with  regard  to  the  rooms  in  the  ramparts  it  seems  to 
have  been  customary  at  the  Missions  that  a  number  of  years  occupation  of  rooms 
or  barracks  in  any  Mission  gave  some  kind  of  title  or  claim  to  those  rooms  to  the 
occupants.  The  Mission  Government  was  generous  to  its  converts  and  depend- 
ants. The  Missions  were  projected  for  their  benefit.  This  must  explain  such 
documents  as  that  which  may  be  found  in  the  Count}'  Records  dated  January  28th, 
1S26,  which  relates  that  Maria  de  las  Santos  Lopez  and  Bartara  de  las  Santos 
Lopez  who  were  then  occupying  three  rooms  in  the  Mission  San  Juan  conve3'ed 
the  same  to  the  Province  of  Texas  for  the  sum  of  $34.00  January  'iSth,  1S2H. 
This  sum  was  paid  to  them  bj-  Antonio  Saucedo,  then  Chief  Justice. 


Mission  San  Francisco  de  la  Espada. 

The  Fourth  Mission  or  Mission  San  Francisco  de  la  Espada,  was  "erected  " 
as  were  Missions  Concepcion  and  San  Juan,  in  the  year  171(1,  but  it  was  not  lo- 
cated and  begun  to  be  built  until  March  oth,  17-'>1.  It  is  situated  on  the 
right  or  west  bank  of  the  San  Antonio  River  about  nine  miles  from  the  city,  and 
is  dedicated  to  San  Francisco  de  la  Espada,  that  is,  to  St.  Francis  of  Assissi,  the 
founder  of  the  great  order  of  Franciscans,  but  the  question  arises,  whence  "  de  la 
Espada  ?  "  St.  Francis  of  the  sword  ?  Tradition  says  that  the  old  tower  of  the 
Chapel  was  built  in  the  form  of  the  hilt  of  a  sword,  and  that  the  imagination  of 
the  founders  supplied  length  to  the  blade  to  complete  the  similarity  to  the  whole 
weapon.  Perhaps  it  was  that  they  were  possessed  with  a  portion  of  the  spirit  of 
that  Greek  parent  whose  son  complained  of  the  shortness  of  his  sword:  "  Add  a 
step  to  it,  my  son  !  "  The  allusion  to  the  sword  may  have  had  some  reference  to 
the  period  of  the  awakening  of  St.  Francis  after  his  early  illness,  for  it  is  related 
of  him  that  he  did  not  know  at  first  whether  he  was  called  to  be  a  valiant  soldier 
and  knight,  or  to  be  a  faithful  servant  of  the  Church  Militant. 
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Parts  of  the  ramparts  or  enclosing  walls  of  this  Mission  are  prett}'  well  pre- 
served, others  are  in  total  ruins,  but  the  foundations  of  the  limits  can  be  clearly 
made  out  all  around  except  at  points  facing-  the  banks  of  the  River.  The  Square  is 
of  irregular  shape  as  will  be  seen  by  the  plan  furnished.  In  the  .southeast  corner  is 
an  object  of  much  interest.  Projecting  from  the  angle  of  the  walls  outwardlj',  is  a 
small  round  tower  of  quite  a  feudal  character.  It  is  in  a  state  of  fine  preservation 
and  its  three  dre.ssed  stone  round  cannon  holes  near  the  base,  and  its  seven 
musket  holes  about  eight  feet  from  the  ground,  lend  it  quite  a  menacing  presence. 
The  interior  of  it  is  in  equally  good  repair,  and  one  cannot  refrain  from  conjuring 
up  vivid  scenes  of  fights  with  Indians  in  those  early  days  of  the  Mission  struggles 
with  the  red  man — of  women  handing  out  the  loaded  muskets  from  the  secure 
chambers  to  the  right  and  left  rear,  of  the  unerring  marksmen  making  it  verj'  hot 
for  the  attacking  hostile,  with  an  occasional  lull  in  which  is  run  out  a  small  brass 
swivel  gun*  to  the  dimunitive  embrasure,  which  makes  the  Apache  or  Comanche 
wish  he  were  safe  home  in  his  fastness  among  the  hills  of  Bandera.  And  it 
might  have  been  that  the  recent  remembrance  of  the  total  destruction  of  the  San 
Saba  Mission  and  the  massacre  of  its  iinnates  in  1758  lent  some  zest  to  these  en- 
counters. For  while  these  old  Missionary  pioneers  were  ever  anxious  to  deal  ten- 
derly with  any  hostile,  yet  unfortunately  there  were  occasions  when  sternness 
was  necessary, 

■  That  they  might  feel 
Tile  velvet  scabbard  held  a  sword  of  steel." 

There  was  another  of  these  ' '  baluartes  ' '  or  Ijastions  on  the  south  wall  by  the 
road,  west  of  this  one,  but  no  trace  of  it  is  to  be  found.  The  chambers  to  the  west 
of  the  existing  "baluarte"  have,  looking  out  upon,  the  square,  alternate  doors  and 
arches,  and  one  of  the  wide  arched  entrances  still  exists.  The  rooms  to  the  north 
have  been  fitted  up  for  a  school  house  by  Rev.  Father  Bouchu,  who  is  wonder- 
fully active  and  persevering.  He  knows  something  of  many  subjects,  which  he 
has  practically  proved  here  at  the  Mission.  "  Padre  Francisco"  is  Priest,  law- 
yer, bricklayer,  stonemason,  photographer,  historian,  printer.  His  little  pamph- 
lets in  Spanish  would  be  a  credit  to  an  office  of  much  larger  pretensions.  He  has 
lived  in  this  community  for  many  years  and  is  well  versed  in  information  pertain- 
ing to  the  history  of  the  Missions,  and  being  himself  one  of  those  Priests  who  join 
with  their  vocation  a  knowledge  of  practical  handicraft,  he  enters  into  the  spirit  of 
the  founders  with  more  than  ordinary  keenness.  He  is  simple,  unaffected,  and 
garrulous,  and  meets  the  wants  of  the  little  settlement.  He  has  built  with  his 
own  hands  upon  the  ruin  of  the  old  Convent  and  arcade  a  comfortable  Priest 
house.  Under  his  rule  the  Mission  Chapel  has  been  almost  entirely  renewed,  the 
front  only  retaining  a  portion  of  its  ancient  work.  The  Chapel  is  in  the  form  of 
a  cross.  The  front  is  the  belfry  tower  and  is  that  portion  that  is  supposed  to 
represent  the  likeness  to  a  sword — perhaps  it  bore  more  of  that  resemblance  be- 
fore its  restoration.  Its  three  bells  clang  out  three  times  a  day,  and  would  be 
startling  on  the  still  country  air  to  one  who  was  ignorant  of  the  vicinity  of  the 
Mission.  It  is  said  that  some  of  the  Mission  bells  were  cast  in  San  Antonio  in  its 
earliest  days,  so  there   is  no  knowing  what  these  old   Missionaries  did  not  come 

Mr.  .\ll)erl  Maverick  has  one  of  these   little    Spanish     brass    guns  as  ,tti   ornament   or  cnriosity  in    his 
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prepared  to  do.  There  are  several  pretty  little  bits  of  wrought  iron  work  in  this 
and  the  other  Missions.  Here  is  another  artistic  accomplishment  to  be  added  to 
the  list  of  those  possessed  by  the  fathers.  The  entrance  door  of  the  Chapel  is  un- 
mistakably Moorish,  having  the  true  Alhambra  shape  and  lines.  Sebastian 
Tejada,  the  Mission's  oldest  resident,  maintains  that  there  was  still  another  place 
of  worship  on  the  inside  of  the  South  wall  by  the  road,  here  was  the  old  main 
South  entrance  and  the  Granary  was  built  projecting  lengthwise  outside  the 
walls  by  the  same  entrance.  Only  the  bare  foundation  of  these  two  buildings 
now  exist.  Opposite  the  old  Convent  is  the  well  which  was  never  forgotten  in 
the  building  of  a  Mission.  The  Convent,  its  yard,  (which  form  now  the  Padre's 
residence)  and  the  Chapel  or  Church  are  built  into  and  form  portions  of  the 
western  ramparts.  A  plan  and  three  illustrations  of  this  Mission  are  included  in 
this  book.  Several  Mexican  families  still  reside  in  tumble-down  huts  on  the  lines 
of  the  Mission  Square. 

It  was  this  Square  that  the  Texan  Army  of  Independence  made  their  first 
camping  ground — on  the  place  that  is  now  much  overgrown  with  mesquite 
brush.  Here  Stephen  F.  Austin  joined  the  troops  as  Commander  in  Chief  upon 
his  escape  from  Mexico,  and  where — "  but  that  is  another  storj'," — An  interview 
with  Sebastien  Tejada  will  perhaps  be  of  some  interest. 

An  interview  with  Sebastien  Tejada,  an  old  and  intelligent  Mexican,  who 
was  born  in  one  of  the  Mission  Dwellings  in  1813,  Mi.ssion  Francisco  de  la  Es- 
pada  or  Fourth  Mission.  Interview  held  on  May  'iOth,  lSi)0.  In  reply  to  many 
questions  he  stated  substantially  as  follows  : 

"I  was  born  here  in  1S13.  I  have  lived  here  all  my  life.  I  was  born  about 
the  time  that  Arredondo  came  through.  This  Mission  seems  to  be  much  the 
same  as  when  I  first  remember  it, — only  some  of  the  buildings  were  more  com- 
plete. I  remember  the  Convent  before  it  was  so  much  altered.  I  remember  the 
arcades  (row  of  arches  of  the  Convent}  and  the  granary  which  projected  from  the 
entrance  on  the  southern  boundary.  Also  the  foundations  of  the  old  Church  in- 
side the  walls  projected  from  the  granar}- — the  present  Church  is  quite  new,  except 
the  front.  I  do  not  remember  ever  seeing  the  ' '  baluarte  " — (the  fortified  tower  on 
the  southeastern  corner) — used  but  I  have  heard  of  its  being  used  against  the  In- 
dians. Yes  I  remember  the  hostile  Indians  coming  upon  us  many  times — but 
they  were  generally  fought  in  my  time  inside  the  square  of  the  Mission.  The 
dwellings  used  to  be  much  more  used  formerly.  We  used  to  have  and 
house  friendly  Indians,  but  they  mostly  left  at  last.  I  remember  when  there 
were  three  Padres  to  do  service  here.  The  old  Church  was  pulled  down  about 
fifty  years  ago.  Dependants  of  the  Mission  used  to  live  in  the  barracks  at  the 
corner  where  the  baluarte  is.  I  remember  another  "baluarte"  at  the  entrance 
opposite  the  granary.  The  walls  by  the  other  entrance  of  the  western  boundary 
had  loop  holes,  too,  but  not  round  towers.  I  remember  often  the  Spanish  troops 
camping  here.  I  remember  Bowie  well,  he  married  Gov.  Veramendi's  daughter. 
He  was  a  fine  looking,  fair  man.  I  remember  the  army  of  Austin  and  Fannin 
camping  here  in  1S35.  They  camped  in  the  middle  of  the  Plaza.  Many  colonists 
(he  called  them  colonists  of  his  own  accord  which  was  a  touch  of  old  days)  came 
here  at  that  time.     I  remember  Santa  Anna,  I  saw  him.     He  had  one  leg.     I  re- 
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member  very  well  that  the  dead  of  the  Alamo  fight  were  burnt.  The  Texans 
separately  from  the  Mexican  dead.  It  was  the  Mexican  custom  to  thus  bum 
their  dead  after  battle.  I  remember  the  fight  well.  I  don't  know  what  the  Tex- 
ans defended  in  the  Alamo,  but  thought  it  was  the  whole  Mission  walls.  I  don't 
know.  I  knew  Senora  Candelaria  formerly.  She  is  old,  may  be  a  hundred. 
She  might  have  been  in  the  Alamo  during  the  fight.     Qnien  Sabe." 

HERE    EXDKTH    THE    FOURTH    MISSION. 


The  Plazas. 

These  open  spaces  which  are  characteristic  of  Latin  America,  and  to  a  great 
extent  of  Texas    are  as  follows,  beginning  in  the  east  and  traveling  westward  : 

Alamo  Plaza. — is  the  outcome  of  an  original  space  around  the  Alamo, 
added  to  by  the  destruction  of  its  outworks  the  "  Muralla  del  Alamo."  It  has 
recently  been  converted  into  a  beautiful  garden  and  surrounding  it  are  the  follow- 
ing buildings  of  intere.st  :  The  Church  of  the  Alamo,  the  Opera  House  and  Club, 
the  Federal  Building,  and  the  Menger  Hotel.  This  ground  was  the  scene  of 
Santa  Anna's  bloody  assaults  on  the  Alamo  in  Marcli,  IS.'iti. 

Main  Plaza. — Is  situated  on  the  west  side  of  the  business  heart  of  the 
city  and  is  connected  with  Alamo  Plaza  b}^  Commerce  and  North  Alamo  street. 
This  Plaza  was  anciently  named  La  Plaza  de  las  Yslas,  and  fronting  on  it  and 
running  back  to  the  Military  Plaza  is  the  Cathedral  of  San  Fernando,  formerlj- 
the  old  Parish  Church  and  yard.  This  square  is  also  laid  out  as  a  handsome 
pleasure  ground. 

Military  Plaza, — Or,  La  Plaza  de  Armas,  lies  a  block  to  the  west  of 
Main  Plaza  and,  pre\-ious  to  the  erection  of  the  new  Municipal  Building,  which 
occupies  a  site  in  its  centre,  was  from  time  immemorial  the  heart  of  Mexican  life. 
The  small  vendors,  the  freighters,  the  pastores,  peones  and  vaqueros,  all  congre- 
gated here.  Here,  too,  still  stand  the  old  Court  House  and  Jail,  commonly  called 
the  ■■  Bat  Cave." 

At  night,  in  the  olden  time,  and  in  a  modified  form  up  to  within  a  few 
months,  was  to  be  seen  a  unique  spectacle  of  open  air  life  belonging  rather  to  the 
tropics  than  to  any  part  of  the  realm  of  Uncle  Sam. 

Imagine  a  large  square  at  that  time  badlx'  lighted  as  to  municipal  illumina- 
tion, but  ablaze  with  small  camp  fires  and  flaming  lamps  swinging  above  rows 
of  improvised  and  shaky  tables.  All  night  long  one  might  be  served  here  with 
viands  hot  from  the  Mexican  cuisine — Chili  con  came,  Taiiiales,  Enchiladas,  Chili 
vcide,  frijoles  and  the  leather-like  tortillas.  The  more  fastidious  American 
might  enjoy  delicately  fried  eggs  and  chicken  with  a  cup  of  fair  coffee,  followed, 
perchance,  by  a  corn-shuck  '^  cigaiio,''  rolled  by  the  hand  of  the  dark-eyed 
"  muchacha  "  in  charge. 

The.se  al  fresco  restaurateurs  have  been  hunted  by  electric  lights  and  city  im- 
provements from  Plaza  to  Plaza,  until  now  a  poor  remnant  of  them  may  be  found 
still  further  west  on  Milam  Square  near  the  grave  of  the  hero,  whilst  a  few  others 
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cling  tenaciously  to  a  coign  of  vantage  in  front  of  the  Federal  building  on   Alamo 
Plaza  in  the  east. 

By  the  tourist  "  from  the  states,"  these  peripatetic  tables  are  eagerlj^  sought 
for  as  a  curiosity  to  be  seen,  but  only  to  be  patronized  in  a  gingerly  kind  of  way 
from  a  weak  misgiving  as  to  the  origin  of  the  victuals. 

As  day  dawns  and  the  lamps  show  dimmer,  these  queer  hotel  keepers  put  out 
their  fires  and  folding  their  tables,  "  silently  steal  awav  ''  until  another  night.* 


THE  MILITARY  ESTABLISHMENT. 

Headquarters  Department  of  Texas  and  the  Post  of  San  Antonio. 

The  Post  of  San  Antonio  now  established  on  Government  Hill,  about  one 
mile  north  of  the  city,  had  its  official  beginning  in  ISG.j.  This  date,  however,  is 
only  that"  of  a  new  birth,  and  for  those  who  are  interested  in  such  matters,  we 
append  to  the  purely  "Guide  Book"  information  of  this  page  some  further  re- 
marks on  the  Military'  history  of  San  Antonio  from  a  much  earlier  date. 

The  Present  Post,  then,  went  to  housekeeping  in  1865,  immediately  after  the 
war,  in  buildings  hired  for  the  purpose  The  troops  remained  here  until  1873, 
when  they  were  withdrawn  under  Special  Order  No.  148,  Headquarters  Depart- 
ment Texas,  dated  August  7th  of  that  year.  They  returned  in  accordance  with 
Special  Order  No.  158,  dated  August 'JSth,  1S75,  from  the  same  Headquarters. 

After  many  changes,  as  set  forth  hereafter,  the  present  magnificent  site  was 
occupied  under  orders  dated  December  20th,  1879, — the  occupation,  so  far  as  the 
Post  was  concerned,  taking  place  on  the  22d  of  the  same  month,  the  Department 
Headquarters  remaining  some  time  longer  in  the  cit}'. 

The  following  will  be  of  interest  to  visitors  : 

The  hill  is  reached  by  the  Belknap  Street  Cars,  Avenue  C.  line.  The  Post 
is  situated  on  a  rolling  plateau,  overlooking  the  city,  and  elevated  7(>2  feet  above 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico  in  latitude  29°  2()'  ?>'■"'  north,  and  9.S°  27'  33"  west  longitude. 

There  is  a  telegraph  office  at  Department  Headquarters  and  a  railwa}-  con- 
nection between  the  Quartermaster's  Depot  and  the  Southern  Pacific  system. 

The  buildings  were  begun  on  June  21st,  bS77,  Braden  &  Angus,  contractors, 
and  have  only  recently  been  completed,  the  Government  Hospital  being  built  in 
1S,S5  and  the  "New  Post,"  contracted  for  September  13,  1,S8S.  They  are  tastefully 
designed,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  accompanying  illustrations,  and  are  located  on 
a  reservation  of  l(i2.21  acres.  Of  this  noble  site,  so  worthily  occupied  by 
Uncle  Sam,  '.I2.7'-I  acres  were  donated  by  the  city  ;  49.],S  were  acquired  by 
purchase,  April  28th,  1884  ;  19.29  acres  by  decrees  of  the  District  Court  of 
Bexar  County,  dated  April  7th  and  May  25th,  1883,  and  .95  acres  were  granted 
by  the  city  of  San  Antonio  to  complete  the  donation  heretofore  referred  to. 

*Rererence  i*^  had  for  further  particulars  as  to  these  interesting  pnltUc  places  to  the  accolntjanying 
maps  of  La  Villa  Capital  de  San  Fernando,  and  the  map  of  the  heart  of  the  modern  city,  also  to  many  fnrlher 
details  in  historical  portions  of  this  work. 
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It  will  be  noted,  further  on,  that  other  sites  had  been  offered  to  the  Govern- 
ment by  the  city  authorities,  both  before  and  after  the  war.  but  for  various  reasons 
none  of  them  were  accepted. 

In  addition  to  the  Officers'  Quarters  of  the  ''  Old  "  and  "  Xew  "  Posts  and 
the  extensive  Barracks,  are  the  Department  Offices  and  Ouarterniaster's  Depot. 
the  followino;  data  will  give  an  idea  of  their  importance  : 

Thev  are  built  around  a  cjuadrangle  fii'-l  feet  square,  the  main  fa(_-ade  fronting 
south  is  4;iiJ  feet  (i  inches  by  •'>!  feet  and  two  stories  high.  The  north  front  is  (')"-!4 
feet  by  '>il  feet  and  of  one  story  :  the  whole  comprising  -W  store  rooms,  2(1  offices, 
extensive  work  shops  and  a  cellar. 

In  the  center  of  the  cjuadrangle  is  a  tower  formerly  n.sed  as  a  water  tower,  and 
containing  a  clock.  It  is  s,s  feet  high,  and  from  its  summit  a  fine  view  of  the  city 
and  its  environs  ma}'  be  obtained.  Below  lies  the  town  with  the  San  Antonio 
River  meandering  southward  on  its  tortuous  way  to  the  Gulf,  doubling  arid  turn- 
ing on  its  journey,  as  tho'  loath  to  leave  the  .scenes  of  its  birth. 

Military  Drills. — A  feature  of  Post  life,  of  probably  the  most  interest  to 
\-isitors,  is  the  Dress  Parades  and  other  military  functions  which  are  constantly 
taking  place  on  the  hill. 

They  occur  as  follows  : 

Drills. — Almost  daily,  the  time  varying  with  the  season  of  the  year.  Dress 
Parade,  generally  on  Tuesday  and  Thursday  at  the  hour  before  sun-set.  The 
Monthly  Muster  and  Inspection  takes  place  on  the  last  day  of  each  month, 
usually  about  II •  a.  m.,  it  is  an  interesting  sight.  Guard  Mount,  with  full  band, 
occurs  daily  about  SioD.  a.  m..  but  the  hour  is  sometimes  changed  during  the  in- 
tense heat  of  summer. 

The  Organization  of  the  Department  and  Post  may  be  learned  in  great  de- 
tail from  the  Roster  issued  monthly  from  the  office  of  the  Assistant  Adjutant 
General  of  the  Department. 

The  Arsenal  is  located  far  from  the  Post  on  South  Flores  street  and  may  also 
be  reached  by  the  Belknap  line  of  .street  cars.  It  is  commanded  by  an  officer  of 
the  Ordnance  Corps,  Major  Babbitt,  who  constitutes  one  of  the  Department  Com- 
mander's Staff  and  supplies  the  troops  with  ammunition  and  accoutrements. 

At  the  Post  are  quartered  Brigadier  General  Stanley,  commanding  the  De- 
partment, and  his  Personal  and  Departmental  Staffs.  Col.  Black  commanding 
the  Post  with  four  troops  of  Cavalry,  two  Batteries  of  Light  Artillery  and  six  com- 
panies of  Infantry,  and  Col,  Weeks  Chief  Ouartermaster.  in  charge  of  the  De- 
partment Depot  and  Offices. 

The   following  is   a  list  of  the   Post   Commanders.      Tlie  history   of  the   De- 
partment is  treated  elsewhere. 
Capt.  X.  Prime,  10th  Infantry  up    to  June,  InT.".,  afterwards  transferred   to    Fort 

McKavett. 
Capt.  J.  W.  French,  Jul\-,  I>7-"),  held   command   until  the   removal  of  the   troops 

in  August  and   Septeml)er  of  the  same   year.      Capt.  French   was  transferred 

to  Fort  Clark. 
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Capt.  Sellers  returned  with  the  troops  (Co.  D,  10th  Infantr}-)  in  August,  1.S7-'). 

Capt.  Wilson,  April,  1877,  Co.  E,  lOth  Infantry. 

Major   McMillen,    December   ll2th,  1877,  in   command  of  four  companies  of  the 

:2nd  Artillerj-  at  Camp  Guilford  Bailey  (the  lower  portion  of  the  present  "old" 

post)  with  Capt.  Patterson  and  Company  A,  20th  Infantry,  stationed  in  town. 

Capt.  Patterson   and   his  Company   were  transferred   to  Fort  Brown  in  June, 

l.S8(). 
Col.  Shafter,  June,    1880,    six   Companies,    Isi  Infantry-,  afterwards  transferred  to 

Fort  Davis. 
Capt.  Dickey,  December,    1890,    Co.  E.    22nd   Infantry,  afterwards  transferred  to 

New  Mexico. 
Col.  Otis,  October,  1883,  two  Troops,  8th  Cavalry,  increased  by  four  companies, 

16th  Infantry.     Col.  Otis  was  transferred  with  the  8th  Cavalry-  to  Dakota  in 

October,  1887.     Captain  Lancaster,  commanding  Battery  ''F,"  3rd  Artillery, 

arrived    in    December,  1882       Capt.  Lancaster    was    relieved   in    November, 

ISSCi,  by  Capt.  Burbank — the  Battery  remaining  here. 
Col.  Smith,  May,  1888,  the   Uith    Infantry  left  for  Utah  and  were  replaced  by  six 

Companies  of  the  19th  Infantry. 
Col.  Black,  May,  1890,  19th  Infantrj^  leaves  and  are  replaced   by  six  Companies, 

23rd  Infantry;  four  troops,   3rd  Cavalrj'   and  one   Battery  of  Light   Artillery. 

These  troops,  with  the  Battery  of  Artillery  before  mentioned,  now  constitute 

the  Garrison  of  the  Post  of  San  Antonio. 


Some  Further  Notes  on  Military  Affairs. 

Perhaps  it  is  because  of  the  Wars  and  rumors  of  Wars  which  have  made  up 
so  much  of  the  life  of  San  Antonio  in  the  pa.st,  that  everything  military  is  popular 
with  its  citizens.  It  is  purposed  in  the  following  article  to  trace  the  history  of 
the  present  huge  establishment  from  its  birth  in  humble  surroundings,  thence 
through  a  checkered  career  of  weary  wanderings  to  its  final  abode  on  Govern- 
ment Hill. 

That  San  Antonio  is  a  natural  strategic  point,  has  been  recognized  by 
Aboriginals,  Spanish,  French,  Mexicans,  Texans  and  both  the  National  and  Con- 
federate Governments  ;  thus  its  development  has  been  but  a  natural  growth, 
sometimes  aided,  and  sometimes  impeded,  by  local  influences. 

From  the  end  of  the  seventeenth  centurj-,  Spanish  troops  had  marched  and 
counter-marched  in  the  valley  and  across  the  countr}-,  taking  promiscuous  quar- 
ters, as  occasion  demanded  and  opportunity  offered.  The  French  traversed  the 
country  in  1714,  and  somewhat  disturbed  the  sleepy  security  of  the  Spanish 
soldiers,  but  nothing  came  of  the  raid.  What  a  country  Texas  must  have  been 
in  those  days  for  rapid  campaigning  !  Little  need  for  tents  or  nuich  baggage. 
Unlimited  forage  and  game  made  the  Quartermaster's  office,  in  the  olden  time, 
almost  a  sinecure.  Enough  Indians  to  keep  the  troops  on  the  qui  vivc,  an  occa- 
sional lack  of  water  or  perhaps  an  excess  from  swollen  streams,  together  with  a 
more  frequent  scarcity  of  corn,  were  the  chief  impediments  to  the  annexations  of 
their  Catholic  and  Christian  Majesties  of  Spain  and  France, — Catholic  truly  in 
their  territorial  views. 
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The  first  i)trm;mi.-iU  Barracks,  in  the  citj-,  were  built  on  the  north  side  of  the 
.Military  Plaza,  in  ITT'l,  by  Baron  de  Ripperda,  and  shortly  after  the  seculariza- 
tion of  the  Alamo,  a  company  of  volunteers  from  San  Carlos  de  Parras  was 
quartered  in  the  building. 

After  a  period  of  nearly  forty  years  of  peace,  the  Mexican  revolutions  and 
Texas  counter-revolutions  plunged  the  province  into  a  series  of  militarj'  con- 
vulsions between  Republicans,  Royalists,  later  Dictatorships  and  Texan  patriots, 
which  culminated  in  the  Fall  of  the  Alamo  and  the  Battle  of  San  Jacinto,  a  set- 
tlement of  the  question  only  disturbed  by  two  subsequent  raids  from  across  the 
Rio  Grande. 

During  all  these  disturbances,  the  color  of  the  Military  Post  of  San  Antonio 
varied  with  the  fortunes  of  war,  and  the  soldiers  billets  were  the  desecrated 
Missions  and  the  homes  of  afflicted  citizens.  These  expeditions  are  treated  at 
length  in  other  portions  of  the  work,  and  their  termination  brings  us  to  the  period 
of  antiexation  in  l.s4')-4(i,  the  occupation  of  Corpus  Christi  by  Zachary  Taylor 
and  his  advance  into  Mexico. 

These  events  led  to  action,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  authorities,  with 
a  view  to  establishing  a  permanent  military-  post  in  San  Antonio.  Col.  Harne}- 
was  ou  the  ground  as  early  as  ls4.");  and  in  lx4i)  the  City  Council  (Bryan 
Callaghan,  the  elder,  being  Mayor  :  C.  F.  King,  pro  temp.)  offered  the  Govern- 
ment one  hundred  acres  at  San  Pedro  Springs  for  the  purpose  in  question.  The 
location  at  the  Springs  was  not  accepted,  and  for  obvious  reasons,  the  ground 
being  comparatively  low  and  easily  commanded  :  so  on  March  "Jd,  ls4(>.  the 
Council  appointed  a  committee  to  reconsider,  and  on  January  lid,  1S47.  the 
records  say  that  the  "grant"  was  '"rescinded."  In  the  meantime  soldiers  re- 
mained in  the  city  and,  after  a  temporary  sojourn  in  the  Military-  Plaza,  the  Alamo 
was  occupied  as  a  Quartermaster's  Depot  Ity  Major  Babbitt,  this  branch  of  the 
service  continuing  there  until  IST^,  with  the  exceptions  of  the  period  covered  bj^ 
the  Civil  War  and  a  subsequent  removal  of  the  troops  to  Austin,  as  noted 
elsewhere. 

The  United  States  held  possession  of  this  property  pending  a  suit  lietween 
Bishop  Odin  an;l  the  city,  to  try  title,  and  demurred  to  a  demand  of  the  latter  for 
rent.      The  suit  was  won  b\-  the  liishop. 

In  isl'.lthe  Council  again  proposed  a  site  for  barracks  on  Military  Plaza, 
this  off.r  was  rejected  on  the  score  of  insufficient  room,  and  besides,  the  grant 
was  to  be  hampered  with  conditions,  an  element  in  titles  which  the  Ihiited  States 
never  entertains.  At  this  time,  General  Worth,  commanding,  lived  at  the  James 
homestead  on  Commerce  street,  where  he  died  May  7th,  1.S4'.),  of  cholera.  He 
was  buried  near  the  Head  of  the  River,  his  body  afterwards  being  taken  to  New 
York.  He  established  a  camp  at  the  Concepcion  Mission  and  another  at  the 
Head  of  the  River  whose  Springs  are  officially  known  as  the  Worth  Springs. 
The  Headquarters  were  then  established  on  the  North  side  of  Main  Plaza.  After 
the  war  the  Ar.senal  was  removed  from  a  building  near  the  \'eramendi  House, 
corner  Houston  and  Soledad  street,  to  its  present  home  on  South  Flores  street, 
which  had  been  preparing  for  it  since  l.s.")'.i. 
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The  following  is  a  list  of  military  conunnndants  from  the  first  occupation  of 
San  Antonio  by  the  National  troops  : 

Col.  Harney,  lS4o(i  ;  General  Worth,  to  184!) — he  dying  here  ot  cholera  ; 
General  Harney  ;  General  Percival  Smith,  Headquarters  at  Corpus  Christi  ; 
Albert  Sydney  Johnson,  Headquarters,   Vance  House,  San  Antonio,  to  IS.'jJ. 

General  Twiggs*  succeeded,  but  being  unjustly  court  martialed  on  a  trivial 
charge,  Robert  E.  Lee  took  command,  entering  the  town  February  ■21st,  1860.  He 
had  previousl}'  been  with  Jos.  E.  Johnston,  Colonel  commanding  at  Concho,  Lee 
being  Lieutenant  Colonel  at  the  time.  He  remained  only  a  few  months,  and 
General  Twiggs  was  again  in  command  at  the  outbreak  of  the  war;  from  him  and 
Col.  Reeves,  the  public  property  was  acquired  by  a  committee  of  citizens  consist- 
ing of  S.  A.  Maverick,  P.  N.  Luckett  and  T.  J.  Devine.  The  same  gentlemen 
served  to  restore  what  they  could  at  the  close  of  the  War  in  1865. 

After  the  War,  the  Headquarters  were  removed  to  the  French  Building  on 
Main  Plaza,  and  afterwards  to  Austin. 

General  Reynolds,  commanding  ISd'.l  to  January,  1872. 

General  Augur,  commanding  January,  1S72,  to  March,  1S75,  troops  removed. 
General    Ord,  commanding    April,    1S7"),   to  December,    1880,    Headquarters 
returned  to  San  Antonio  November,  l.S7-'>. 

General  Augur,  (2nd  term)  commanditig  January,  1881,  to  October,  ISS;}. 
General  Mackenzie,  commanding  November,  1883,  to  December,  1S8B. 
General  Stanley,  commanding  May,  1884,  to  date. 

Lieut.  Col.  Robt.  E.  Lee  boarded  at  the  Hostelry  (kept  by  Mrs.  Phillips, 
where  the  St.  Leonard  now  stands).  General  Twiggs  lived  near  the  Mission 
Garden. 

There  was  some  excitement  in  the  city  during  the  transfer  of  the  property, 
and  mustering  ot  Volunteers  and  some  talk  of  resistance,  but  everything 
was  arranged  without  blood-shed.  Without  reflecting  on  General  Twiggs  it  is 
undoubtedly  a  fact  that  his  sympathies,  at  least,  were  with  the  citizens. 

Taking  up  the  history  of  the  Headquarters  proper,  we  find  that  in  l.s.")7  the 
Headquarters  were  at  the  Vance  House  ;  they  remained  there  all  through  the 
war,  being  then  under  the  Stars  and  Bars.  In  I860,  the  Federal  Headquarters 
were  established  in  the  "French  Building"  until  the}-  were  removed  to  Austin  in 
l.S6',t,  the  troops  following  in   August  and  September,  1873. 

The  Headquarters  returned  to  San  Antonio  in  November  of  1875,  and  in 
1S7.S  were  established  in  a  building  erected  for  the  purpose,  by  the  Maverick 
family,  on  Houston  street  (now  the  Maverick  Hotel)  ;  and  during  the  same 
month,  the  Quartermaster's  Depot  on  the  Hill  was  completed,  the  reservation 
having  been  acquired  as  noted  in  the   foregoing  article,  beginning  with  the  first 


*There  is  an  amusiug*  anecdote  connected  with  the  conrt-martialing  of  General  Twiggs  which  has 
the  advantage  of  being  authentic.  He  had  been  ordered  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  pnbli.sh  an  order  reflecting 
upon  himself.  Discipline  prevailed,  but  t<)  save  his  amnur piopre,  the  General  appended  a  statement  of  his  own, 
in  order,  as  he  says,  that  "  the  antidote  may  go  with  the  poison,"  the  order  was  thus  issued,  despite  the  calmer 
suggestions  of  his  .\djutant-General.  Col.  Withers.  Twiggs  was  coiirt-martialed.  escaped  with  a  reprimand  and 
returned  to  the  command  of  the  Department. 
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donation  by  the  city,  February  H'.th,  1^7' •,  accepted  by  tlie  General  (iovernnient 
in  June. 1^71. 

In  1S7:!  General  Sheridan,  \V.  \V.  Belknap,  Secretary  of  War,  and 
General  Meyers  came  to  San  Antonio  on  business  connected  with  the  proper 
establishment  of  the  Headquarters  of  the  Department  of  Texas.  There  was  an 
effort  made  to  keep  them  in  Austin  or  remove  them  to  either  Fort  Worth  or 
Denison.     All  these  projects  fell  to  the  ground. 

On  Ma)-  <>th,  1N7.5,  W.  W.  Belknap  ordered  the  work  on  the  Quartermaster's 
building  to  be  commenced,  and  the  appropriation  previously  voted  by  Congress,  in 
accordance  with  the  acceptance  of  the  land  grant  from  the  city,  was  directed  to  be 
applied  for.  The  magnificent  Post  resulting  from  this  action  has  been  alread)- 
described. 

The  Posts  of  Texas  were  put  in  telegraphic  communication  with  each  other, 
and  the  Government  in  l>i7().  Owing  to  the  extension  of  railway  lines  and  other 
telegraphic  companies,  these  wires  were  disposed  of  to  the  Erie  Telegraph  Com- 
pany, December  (Jth,  ISSo. 

In  1.SS2,  on  behalf  of  the  Belgian  Government,  Professor  Housseau  estab- 
lished a  station  on  Government  Hill  for  the  observation  of  the  Transit  of  \'enus 
and  for  the  collection  of  other  astronomical  data.  The  Profes.sor  came  in  August, 
the  Transit  taking  place  December  "Jdth.  He  succeeded  in  getting  1211  measure- 
ments, and  Professor  Hall,  the  American  observer,  obtained  204  photographs. 

The  distinguished  men  who  have  visited  and  commanded  at  the  Post  of  .San 
Antonio,  are  personages  who.se  lives  and  doings  are  part  of  a  larger  history  than 
that  of  this  Department.  They  have  come  and  gone,  the  blue  and  the  gray,  be- 
fore and  since  the  war.  Theirs  has  been  a  record  of  dut\-  performed,  be  it  grap- 
pling with  a  redskin  or  charging  at  Gettysburg.  In  the  mesquite  wilderness,  with 
none  to  note,  they  bore  themselves  as  men  and,  even  so,  under  the  apple  trees 
at  Appomattox  with  the  world  looking  on.* 

Somebodj-  has  said  that  the  truly  brave  man  is  he  that  will  do  in  solitude  the 
most  daring  deed  he  might  conceive  before  men.  Surely  this  is  so,  and  men  of 
this  kidney  have  made  the  Department  what  it  is.  They  have  guarded  our 
frontier  and,  aided  by  a  gallant  population,  have  settled  the  Indian  question  in 
Texas.  San  Antonio,  in  the  past,  has  seen  much  of  the  captured  tribes — villains 
of  a  most  villainou=  type — the  la.st  to  be  brought  in  being  the  notorious  Geronimo 
and  his  band.  They  were  en  route  for  location  in  Florida  and  were  captured  by 
Captain  Lawton  after  a  long  pursuit  in  the  mountains  of  Arizona. 

The  present  commander  of  the  Department  is  Brigadier  General  Stanley,  a 
gentleman  who  has  endeared  himself  officially  and  personalh"  to  the  State  at 
large.  His  stay  has  been  marked  by  a  constant  exchange  of  friendlj-  courtesies 
with  the  people  amongst  whom  he  has  come  to  dwell.  His  name  also  brings  our 
record  to  a  close,  and  we  trust  it  may  be  long  before  another  follows. 

NoTK.— Col.  withers  was  Uie  .\iljulaiit  Cciieral  of  the  Department  in  iN.'i7-.s.<}Ji,..  seri-ing  on  the  staff  of  the 
following  remarkable  men  :  .\lbert  Sydney  Johnson.  General  Twiggs  and  that  best  beloved  of  men.  Rnbert  H 
I,ee.  The  .\djiitants  General  at  Headquarters,  after  the  War.  were  Colonels  Wood  and  Taylor  and  Generals 
Vincent  and  Kuggles.    At  the  present  time  Col.  Martin  is  the  incumbent. 

*  This  is  no  figure  of  speech.  Fitz-bugh  I,ec.  as  a  Lieutenant  under  Van  Dorn.  was  reporlcd  m.irlally 
wounded  in  an  Indian  fight.     The  parallel,  moreover,  applies  to  all. 
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CHURCHES. 

Roman  Catholic. — The  strongest  body  of  Christians  in  the  city  is  that 
of  the  pioneer  faith.  The  Roman  Catholic  Churches  are  well  btiilt  and  well 
attended.  Of  course,  the  old  Missions  down  the  valley  are  of  this  Church.  Their 
members  are  of  many  languages,  as  will  be  seen  below.  The  city  is  the  seat  of  a 
Bishopric,  of  which  the  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  Neraz  is  the  present  incumbent.  The 
following  is  a  list  of  Churches  : 

Cathedral  of  San  Fernando,  (Spanish)  fronting  Main  Plaza  ;  reached  by 
Belknap  cars. 

St.  Joseph's,  (German )  north  side  of  East  Commerce   street;   Belknap  cars. 

St.  Mary's,  (English)  St.  Mary's  street. 

St.  Michael's,  (Polish)  320  South  Street. 

Ursaline  Convent  Chapel,  corner  Augusta  and  Con\-ent  streets. 

There  is  also  a  Chapel  at  the  Santa  Rosa  Hospital.  This  Hospital  is  one 
of  the  most  important  and  beneficent  of  the  fruits  of  Christianity  in  the  town. 
The  other  Catholic  institutions  are  an  Orphanage,  a  College  for  males,  the  Ursu- 
line  Conventual  School  for  girls,  and  many  parochial  schools. 

Episcopalian. — San  Antonio  is  the  seat  of  the  Missionary  Bishopric  of 
Western  Texas,  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  Johnston  at  present  presiding  over  the  see.  The 
Churches  are  : 

St.  Marks,  north  side  Travis  Square,  Rev.  W.  R.  Richardson,  Dean. 

St.  John's,  northeast  corner  North  Cherry  and  Burnet  streets. 

St.  Euke's,  northeast  corner  Zavalla  and  North  Eeona  streets. 

St.  Paul's,  south  side  Grayson  street,  on  Go\-ernment  Hill. 

One  of  the  results  of  Episcopalian  effort  is  St.  Mary's  Hall,  a  high-class 
school  for  girls. 

Presbyterian. — First  Presbyterian  Church,  corner  of  Houston  and 
North  Flores  streets  ;  reached  by  Belknap  cars,  San  Pedro  and  Flores  Street 
lines. 

Madison  Square  Church,  reached  by  Belknap  cars,  San  Pedro  and  Flores 
Street  lines. 

Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church,  -VH  Soledad  street. 

Fourth  Ward  Presbyterian  Sunday  School,  -i-Ui  South  Presa  street. 

Baptist.— First  Baptist  Church,  Travis  Square. 

Alamo  Baptist  Church,  northeast  corner  Nacogdoches  and  Crockett  streets. 

Aransas  Pass  Mission,  corner  South  Flores  and  Herff  streets. 

International  Mission,  corner  Frio  and  Hidalgo  streets. 

Sunset  Mission,  corner  Burleson  and  Cherry  streets. 
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Methodist. — Methodist  Episcopal  Church  vSouth,  Travis  Stpiare. 

Trinity  Methodist  lipiscopal  Churcli.  southwest  corner  Avenue  C.  and  Pecan 
street. 

Methodist  Kpiscopal.  south  side  Crosby  street. 

Cierman  Methodist  Ki)iscopal  Church,  L'-'ID  VilHta  Street. 

Mexican  Methodist  K]iiscopal  Church,  southwest  corner  Pecan  and  San 
Fernando  streets. 

Tenth  Street  Methodist  Church,  south  side  Tenth  Street. 

Jewish. — Temple  Heth-Ivl,  Travis  Square,  a  Synagogue  the  place  of 
worship  of  tile  influential  Hel)re\\'  citizens.      Rev.  M.  P.  Jacobson,  Rabbi. 

The  City  Hospital. — in  the  western  part  of  the  city.  It  may  be,  not 
inaptly,  menti<.ined  here,  as  an  evidence  of  the  practical  religion  of  the  city 
Government. 

Manx-  other  denominations  are  repre.sented.  but  this  list  will  suffice  for  the 
spiritual  needs  of  the  majority  of  visitors.  It  should  be  mentioned,  however, 
that  the  colored  people  have  many  places  of  worship — Catholic,  Methodist  and 
Baptist. 

EDUCATIONAL. 

Schools. — Education  is  well  cared  for  in  San  Antonio.  There  are  many 
private  institutions  of  great  efficiency,  for  both  sexes,  and  the  denominational 
establishments  have  been  already  noticed. 

The  Public  Schools  are  the  pride  of  the  cit>'.  There  are  twelve  school 
buildings,  all  excellent,  and  under  Superintendent  Smith.  There  are  about 
seventj'-five  teachers  of  trained  ability  in  charge  of  a  scholastic  population  largely 
in  excess  of  that  of  any  other  city  in  the  State. 

The  Central  Grammar  and  High  Schcol  is  situated  on  Acequia  street ; 
Professor  Schoch,  Principal.  It  ma\'  be  reached  by  the  Belknap  cars,  San  Pedro 
hue.  There  are,  besides,  eight  Ward  Schools  for  whites,  and  three  for  the  colored 
people.  The  colored  people  having,  perhaps,  most  accommodation  in  proportion 
to  population,  than  the  whites,  were  not  the  latter  supplemented  by  the  denom- 
inational and  private  effort  before  referred  to. 

The  German-Iuiglish  School  should  be  mentioned,  as  lieing  an  old  established 
high-class  day  school,  and  somewhat  of  a  land  mark.  It  is  situated  on  South 
Alamo  street,  and  may  be  reached  by  the  Belknap  line  of  street  cars. 

Let  us  glance  at  the  history  of  Public  E<lucation  in  San  .\ntonio  since  the 
good  Mission  Fathers  gave  up  their  labor  of  love  and  patricjtism. 

The  first  mention  of  an  American  School  in  Texas  is  in  a  document 
in  the  Bexar  County  Records,  dated  July  •")th,  1S2S,  referring  to  the  "  McClure  " 
School.  This  was  under  Mexican  rule,  and  was  prol)ably  an  institution  started 
for  the  benefit  of  the  growing  Anglo-Saxon  colony.  About  this  time  there 
existed,  also,  a  Spanish  Public  School,  on  the  east  line  of  the  Military  Plaza,  near 
the  Cathedral.     After  this,   and  until  LSoU,  education  in  San  Antonio  received 
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little  attention.  In  that  year  the  corporation  evidently  saw  the  necessity  of  a 
system  of  Public  Education,  and  the  question  aroused  general  interest,  for  we  find 
that  on  F'ebruary  14th,  1839,  J.  H.  Winchell  proposed  to  the  City  Council  to  open 
a  public  school  on  the  first  of  March  ensuing,  and  offers  to  teach  all  that  may 
enter  therein,  the  English  language,  together  with  penmanship  and  arithmetic, 
provided  the  number  shall  not  exceed  thirty  pupils.  All  this  for  the  sum  of  $800 
per  annum,  payable  quarterly  or  monthly,  as  the  honorable  body  may  think 
proper. 

His  system  of  instruction,  the  good  man  goes  on  to  saj',  has  met  with 
general  approbation,  as  heretofore  pursued  by  him,  but  he  admits  that  it  is 
susceptible  of  much  improvement,  which  he  is  willing  to  effect,  providing  suffi- 
cient emoluments  be  given  him,  and  begs  a  committee  of  three  to  examine  full}' 
into  the  merits  of  his  system  and  to  report  thereon. 

Again  this  subject  of  education  comes  up  on  June  2d,  1844,  when  P.  L. 
Buquor  (a  well  known  old  City  Official)  presented  a  memorial  urging  the  utilitj' 
of  opening  a  Public  School,  and  stating  that  he  is  willing  to  undertake  to  do  so 
if  sufficient  encouragement  be  given  him  by  the  Council.  A  committee  was 
thereupon  appointed,  and  it  reported  substantially  as  follows  on  June  29th, 
1  844  : 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  law  for  incorporating  the  city,  passed 
December  14th,  1837,  makes  it  obligatory  upon  the  Council  to  encourage  by  every 
means  in  their  power  the  opening  of  a  public  school,  and  also  to  have  a  Court 
House  and  Jail,  and  the  report  goes  on  to  recommend  a  plan  to  accomplish  these 
things,  and  also  to  repair  the  old  Court  House,  (this  is  prior  to  the  '  Bat  Cave  ' ' ) 
and  fit  it  up  in  such  a  manner  as  to  serve  for  both  Court  Hou.se  and  School 
House.  Certain  lots  were  to  be  appropriated  to  this  object,  for  Section  8  of  the 
Charter  set  aside  certain  lots  for  this  purpose  and  for  the  endowment  of  a  Public 
School.  This  was  recommended  to  be  done  as  soon  as  the  lots  would  fetch  a 
reasonable  price.  For  some  reason  the  land  was  not  ordered  to  be  sold  until 
August  24th,  1849.  See  Article  "The  River."  Out  of  the  proceeds  of  this 
sale  and  in  accordance  with  the  recommendation,  the  "  Bat  Cave  "  was  built. 

J.  N.  Devine,  in  a  long  address  on  January  15th,  1849,  urged  the  questions 
of  education,  peace,  law  and  order  very  forcibly  upon  the  people.  His  action 
produced  the  effect  of  a  "Sunday  Closing"  ordinance,  April  5th,  1.S49,  for  the 
closing  of  Bar  Rooms,  Workshops,  etc.,  after  9  o'clock  A.  M  ,  on  Sunda\-.  He 
also  closed  the  Fandangoes  for  awhile.  We  mention  these  things  to  show  that  a 
spirit  of  reform  was  abroad,  and  from  this  epoch  San  Antonio  has  been  ever 
watchful  and  generous  in  the  matter  of  Public  Education.  Indeed,  at  this  time 
the  tide  set  in  which  changed  San  Antonio  from  a  blood-stained  border  town  to  a 
progressive  and  prosperous  modern  city.  And  to-day  there  is  an  inherited 
tradition  of  liberality  toward  Public  Schools. 

International  Fair  Grounds  and  Buildings.— The.se  are  situated 

about  three  miles  south  of  the  citj'  in  a  fine  park  on  the  banks  of  the  San  An- 
tonio river  and  are  used  for  an  annual  fair  and  other  gatherings.  The  buildings 
are  handsome  and  spacious  and  among  other  attractions  is  a  good  race  course. 
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Tht  scrounds  are  reached  by  the  Aransas  Pass  railway  with  a  depot  in  the 
adjacent  park,  and  from  town  direct  by  the  McCrillis  electric  cars. 

The  president  of  the  association  is  Mr.  A.  C.  Schryver,  whose  office  is  on 
Commerce  street  near  the  bridge.  The  grounds  were  established  in  the  fall  of 
iss.s  and  the  military'  encampment  of  the  state  militia  was  held  here  in  ].si)(). 

Riverside  Park. — A  beautiful  sylvan  pleasure  ground,  with  lovely 
drives  and  groves  of  giant  pecan  trees,  whose  fruit  is  the  delicious  Texas  nut  of 
that  name. 

It  is  the  very  place  of  all  others  for  pic-nics,  with  the  river,  the  Missions  San 
Jose  and  Concepcion  adjacent,  and  the  Exposition  Park  and  buildings  across  the 
fence.  There  is  a  fine  pavilion  in  the  grounds  and  arrangements  for  refreshments. 
It  is  reached  by  the  San  Antonio  &  Aransas  Pass  railway  when  there  is  a  crowd, 
and  always  from  town  direct  by  the  McCrillis  system  of  electric  cars. 

San  Pedro  Park. — A  city  park  about  a  mile  from  the  center  of  the 
town.  Here  are  the  lovely  San  Pedro  Springs  with  stretches  of  green-sward  and 
groves  of  stately  live  oaks,  a  southern  evergreen  that  alwaj's  makes  us  seem  a 
summering.  Pecan  trees  and  shrubbery  abound.  Refreshments  may  be  had,  and 
there  is  a  collection  of  birds  and  animals  well  worth  a  visit.  It  may  be  reached 
by  Belknap  S}"stem  Cars.  This  park  is  a  remnant  of  the  former  magnificent  do- 
main of  the  cit)-.  In  olden  times  it  was  a  favorite  resort  of  the  Indians,  and  an- 
other fact  of  interest  connected  with  the  locality  is,  that  the  Canary  Island  set- 
tlers dwelt  there  for  a  short  time  previous  to  their  removal  to  San  Fernando. 
\'ide  Dr.  Cupples'  reminiscences. 

Opera  House. — Situated  on  the  west  side  of  the  Alamo  plaza,  fronting 
the  garden  and  almost  opposite  the  Menger  hotel.  It  is  a  veritable  "  Bijou  '' 
and  during  the  season,  Opera  and  the  legitimate,  follow  each  other  unceasingly. 
The  building  is  the  home  of  the  San  Antonio  Club,  tasteful  in  all  things.  This 
admirable  institution  is  treated  of  at  length  elsewhere. 

Turner  Hall. — A  fine  hall  for  public  meetings;  concerts  and  other  at- 
t  ractions  hold  the  boards  throughout  the  season. 

Casino  Hail. — An  elegant  room  attached  to  the  Casino  club.  The  home 
of  a  famous  German  association.  This  hall  is  frequently  used  for  concerts  and, 
nearly  always,  for  the  larger  select  dances  and  germans  that  take  place  during 
the  winter.  It  has  pleasant  parlors,  is  prettily  decorated,  and  located  in  a  re- 
tired bend  of  the  river  in  the  heart  of  the  city. 

Convention  Hall. — A  hall  erected  on  Flores  and  Houston  .streets  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  State  Democratic  Convention  of  ISiKI.  There  are 
other  halls  in  the  city,  but  these  are  all  that  will  interest  the  tourist. 

Newspapers. — The  San  Antonio  Daily  Express  (morning)  is  the  lead- 
ing journal  of  the  city,  as  of  Western  Texas.  It  is  devoted  to  the  interests  of 
its  section,  and,  while  democratic  in  politics,  it  is  blessed  with  a  large  share  of 
refreshing   independence  and    the  brightest  staff  of  newspaper  men   in  the  state. 
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Its  quarters  are  on  Commerce  street,  and.  with  its  new  press,  stereotyping  appar- 
atus  and  airy  offices,  the  tout  ensemble  is  a  credit  to  journalism  anywhere. 

The  San  Antonio  Daily  Times  (evening)  is  a  sturdy  democratic  sheet.  It 
claims  to  be  the  heir  of  the  San  Antonio  Daily  Herald  (the  earliest  Texan  daily) 
and  is  a  pushing  paper  convinced  of  the  great  destin)-  of  its  city,  and  untiring  in 
furthering  its  progress. 

The  San  Antonio  Daily  Light,  (evening)  Republican.  "The  only 
Republican  daily  of  the  State,"  a  newsy  and  ably  edited  journal.  It  makes  local 
items  a  specialty,  and  is  energetic  in  promulgating  its  principles  according  to  the 
Light  that  is  in  it. 

The  Express  has  a  good  "semi-weekly"  edition,  and  the  Times  a  weekyone. 

The  Freie  Presse  fur  Texas  is  also  published  here  with  a  daily  and  weekly 
edition.      It  is  a  very  influential  German  paper. 

El  Heraldo  is  a  Spanish  weekly  for  those  citizens  who  prefer  the  language. 

The  Texas  Stockman  is  what  its  name  indicates,  and  circulates  all  over  the 
State,  being  the  recognized  medium  of  the  enormous  stock  industry  of  Western 
Texas. 

There  are  other  minor  publications,  and  a  Monthly  Magazine,  the  Texas 
Field,  devoted  to  sport.  i21.400i_ 

Stock  Yards  — On  South  Flores  street  are  many  lots  given  up  to  the 
Horse  and  Mule  trade.  Here  may  be  seen  the  true  and  onl}-  Cowboy,  and  with 
little  difficulty  in  the  matter  of  introductions,  the  tourist  may  make  the 
acquaintance  of  stockmen  whose  flocks  and  herds  browse  upon  a  thousand  hills. 
Here,  too,  may  be  met  many  a  queer  border  type  as  may  be  noted  in  the 
accompanying  illustrations  taken  from  life. 

City  Additions. — The  suburban  Additions  to  the  town  are  numerous, 
and  enormous  sums  have  been  spent  in  land.  Electric  Street  Railways  and 
Landscape  Gardening  for  their  development.  The  most  important  are  the  West 
End,  the  Alamo  Heights,  the  Lake  View,  East  End,  Beacon  Hill,  and  Southern 
Heights.  It  would  be  invidious  to  compare  them.  The  visitor  will  find  ample 
facilities  to  visit  them  all. 

Artesian  Wells.— The  finest  Artesian  Well  of  the  State  is  the  natural 
one  formed  by  the  Springs  of  the  Head  of  the  San  Antonio  River.  This  water 
comes  from  an  enormous  depth,  being  of  an  even  temperature  of  70°  Fahr.  the 
year  round.  It  afibrds  the  purest  possible  drinking  water,  and  is  San  Antonio's 
chief  blessing.  It  is  evident  that  there  are  several  water-bearing  strata,  all  arte- 
sian and  of  considerable  volume,  in  the  neighborhood.  Mr.  Brackenridge  is 
having  a  well  bored  which  is  already  2500  feet  deep,  but  artesian  water  has  not 
yet  been  struck  ;  the  boring  however  will  continue  to  the  depth  of  3000  feet. 

The  Kampmann  well,  sunk  on  the  Salado  to  a  depth  of  465  feet,  yields  a 
strong  sulphur  water,  used  for  medical  purposes. 

The  Crystal  Ice  F^actor}-  has  a  well  of  pure  water  at  a  different  depth,  flowing 
several  hundred  thousand  gallons  per  diem. 
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The  Scholz  well,  on  the  River  bank,  flows  water  slightly  brackish,  and  by 
a  separate  pipe  the  same  well  supplies  his  establishment  with  gas. 

At  West  End  clear  Artesian  water  was  reached  at  a  depth  of  only  l^oO  feet  in 
one  case,  and  259  in  another.  These  wells  have  their  overflow  into  the  artificial 
lake  of  that  suburb.  In  boring  most  of  these  wells,  oil  and  gas  were  encountered, 
but  the  most  notable  instance  of  this  is  that  of  Mr.  G.  DuUnig,  near  the  Salado. 
It  has  a  flow  of  oil  which  is  marketed.  The  apparatus  on  the  ground  is 
extensive  and  altogether  this  subject  is  worthy  the  attention  of  visitors  with 
capital  to  invest. 

Real  Estate. — There  are  many  reliable  and  old  established  Real  Estate 
firms  in  the  city.  The  stranger  should  consult  only  such,  and  if  ])urchasing,  it  is 
well  to  get  an  abstract  of  title:  this  is  easily  obtained. 

Amongst  all  the  States,  Texas  is  peculiar  in  her  land  matters,  and  differs  in 
many  things,  even  from  her  ancient  Spanish  sisters.  The  United  States  owns  no 
public  lands  within  her  borders,  save  such  small  tracts  and  parcels  as  may  have 
been  ceded  for  Military  Posts.  Cemeteries,  or  Public  Buildings  for  Federal 
purposes.  The  old  Spanish  vara  (33^  inches)  is  still  a  legal  land  measure, 
though,  curiously  enough,  the  Mexicans  have  long  since  discarded  its  use  for  that 
of  the  metre.  We  speak,  too,  of  a  "league,"  of  a  "  labor."  or  of  a  *'  suerte  " 
of  land.  The  titles  to  land  in  Texas  are  very  variously  derived  and  their  origin 
fre(|uently  curious.  We  have  grants  from  the  Kings  of  Spain.*  grants  to  colonists 
and  individuals  by  the  Republic  of  Mexico,  and  similar  concessions  by  the 
Republic  of  Texas.  Then  there  are  Headrights,  and  Locations  on  Scrip,  issued  to 
supply  the  necessities  of  the  infant  State,  or  to  reward   veterans.      Later  we  have 

■  Vo.Tlcuin,  who  has  done  more  fur  Tcxa-^  History  than  any  other  man  has  or  now  can.  relates  an  interest- 
ing chapter  on  Land  Titles  in  Texas.     The  following  is  au  interesting  excerpt.  Vol    II,  pp.  -ol  <•/  .<e<j.: 

"The  first  grants  of  the  Spanish  government  in  Texas  of  which  we  have  any  record,  are  those  of  the  three 
Missions  of  Concepcion.  San  Juan,  and  I^a  Espada.  The  grants  for  the  Missions  of  Valero  and  San  Jose  were 
doubtless  made  earlier,  and  probably  some  individnal  grants,  but  we  know  of  none  now  in  existence.  The  three 
first-named  Missions  were  located  in  the  first  instance  on  the  St.  Mark;  but  such  was  the  difficulty  of  procuring 
water  for  irrigation,  'so  necessary  to  the  support  of  the  people  who  were  to  be  indoctrinated,'  that  on  the  'Jltth 
of  October,  17211.  the  viceroy  of  Mexico,  Casa  Fuerte.  commissioned  the  Governor  of  Texas,  the  ex-guardian  of  the 
apostolic  college  of  (jueretaro,  and  the  president  of  the  Texan  Missions,  to  make  a  new  settlement  or  locatiou. 
After  some  search,  they  made  their  selections  of  three  places— two  on  the  San  Antonio  river,  and  one  on  the  "Me- 
dina.* below  the  junction  of  the  two  streams.  They  next  proceeded  to  the  neighboring  tribes  of  Indians,  to 
whom  "they  spoke,  and  explained  the  holy  and  benevolent  purpose  of  their  institution;  and  three  tribes,  among 
others  in  the  vicinity,  viz..  the  Pnrnos.  the  Paja/(!f-<,  and  the  Piiahics.  agreed  to  setUe  the  three  places  selected, 
and  to  submit  to  doctrine.'  The  commissioners,  having  completed  their  labors,  made  a  report  to  the  viceroy, 
and  petitioned  him  to  make  the  necessary  decrees.  The  viceroy  laid  the  matter  before  Ribera.  former  inspector 
of  the//- (-aa//*?.?  of  New  Spain  for  his  opinion.  The  ex-inspector  reported  on  the  2!2d  of  September.  IT^iO.  con- 
curring with  the  report  of  the  commissioners,  except  in  regard  to  the  location  for  the  lower  Mission  "on  the 
Medina  river,  at  thirty  leagues'  distance  from  the  /•rrxidios  (San  Antonio  and  La  Uahia).  where  it  may  be  liable 

to  attacks  from  the  Apaches,  who  on  many  occasions  appear  in  a  hostile   manner  in   that    territory This 

danger  would  not  exist  if  the  said  Mission  were  located  in  the  same  vicinity  with  the  other  two.' 

The  viceroy,  in  conformity  with  this  opinion,  on  the  2d  of  October,  17:i0,  decreed  that  the  captain  of  the 
royal  presidio  of  San  Antonio,  should  issue  a  decree  that  the  three  Missions  should  be  located  as  recommended 
using  his  judgment  as  to  the  plan  of  locating  the  lower  Mission.  He  further  ordered  that  each  Mission  so  to 
be  located  'be  furnished  with  three  soldiers  for  the  term  of  two  years,  this  time  being  considered  necessary-  for 
the  instruction  of  the  Indiansin  tillage,  and  at  the  expiration  of  this  time  one  soldier  shall  remain  in  each  Mis. 
sion,  the  other  two  returning  to  their  corps,' 

On  the  loth  of  December.  ITSO.  the  captain  of  the  presidio  of  San  Antonio  de  Bexar,  in  pursuance  of  this 
order  of  the  viceroy,  remitted  the  same  to  Don  Gabriel  Costales.  captain  of  the  presidio  of  La  Bnhia  dci  EspirUit 
Santo,  with  orders  to  execute  it,  he  being  delegated  as  judge  for  that  purpose,  in  the  absence  of  any  public  or 
royal  notary.  In  making  a  return  of  his  proceedings,  Captain  Costales  says:  'A  dispatch  was  presented  to  me 
from  the  most  excellent  viceroy,  through  the  captain  of  the  royal  presidio  of  San  Antonio,  which  I  kissed  and 
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the  State  granting  sections  to  Railway,  Canal  and  Irrigation  Companies,  and 
issuing  scrip  to  Confederate  veterans.  The  State  has  still  a  vast  domain  subject 
to  homestead  entry,  and  the  University  and  School  land  endowments  are  princely. 
The  State  Capitol,  at  Austin,  was  built  by  disposing  of  3,000,000  acres  of  public 
lands  to  a  Chicago  S3-ndicate.  Hence,  it  will  be  seen  that  Real  Estate  in  Texas 
is  a  large  question. 

To  be  seized  of  a  piece  of  property  is  an  old  English  law  phrase,  and  means 
to  own  it  :  The  following  curious  ceremonj' of  taking  possession  smacks  strongly 
of  that  old-time  expression,  and  seems  to  lend  point  to  the  poor  joke  of  William 
the  Conqueror  who,  falling  to  the  ground  upon  stepping  from  his  boat  at 
Hastings,  quieted  the  ill-omened  fears  of  his  followers  by  remarking  that  he  was 
onh^  taking  "  seizin'  "  of  the  land. 

Here  is  the  record  :  "I  took  said  Simon  de  Arocha  and  proceeded  with 
him  over  the  said  propert}',  and  he  pulled  weeds  and  threw  rocks  and  made  other 
necessary  demonstrations  in  actual  possession,  calling  upon  the  adjoining  property 
holders  to  show  cause  why  he  should  not  be  put  in  possession."      April  21,  1778. 

Other  induction  ceremonies  refer  to  the  grantee  as  ' '  throwing  stones  to  the 
four  winds  of  Heaven,"  "  driving  stakes  "  and  performing  such  like  ceremonies. 

The  original  City  Grant  from  the  King  of  Spain  having  been  lost  in  the 
troublous  revolutionary  days,  the  city  found  it  advisable  to  sue  out  its  title,  con- 
seqnentlj',  on  February  26th,  184-5,  an  agreement  was  entered  into  with  T.  J. 
Devine  to  prosecute  certain  trespassers  upon  the  city  domain.  The  consideration 
the  attorney  was  to  receive,  was  one-eighth  of  the  assessed  value  ot  land  recov- 
ered and  SlOO  per  year  in  addition  thereto  for  no  longer  a  period  than  five  years> 
or  to  receive  nothing  if  he  did  not  prosecute  successfull5^  Then  followed  the 
celebrated  suit  of  the  City  versus  Nat  Lewis,  senior,  in  which  the  City  sues  Nat 
Lewis  and  others  for  certain  lands  specified  to  be  within  the  confines  of  the 
Original    Royal    Grant    to    the    people    and    inhabitants    of  the    town  of    "  San 

placed  on  nn' head,  as  a  message  from  my  king  and  uatural  lord,  which  with  blind  obedience  I  obey,  and  am 
ready  to  execute  whatever  it  commands.'  Upon  this  return,  the  captain  of  the  presidio  of  Sau  .Antonio,  on  the 
I'Jth  of  January.  17ol.  decreed  the  establishment  of  the  Missions  named.  .\11  these  formalities  being  attended  to. 
and  the  acts  of  each  party  written  down,  and  attested  by  assisting  witnesses,  the  captain  of  San  .Intonio  pro- 
ceeded on  the  .ith  of  March.  1731.  to  the  first  Mission-ground,  called  Our  Lady  of  the  Coucepciou  de  Acnna, 
accompanied  by  several  of  the  officers  of  the  presidio,  and  Father  Bergara,  and  seized  the  hand  of  the  captain  of 
the  tribe,  in  the  name  of  all  the  other  Indians  who  had  attached  themselves  to  said  Mission,  and  led  him  about 
over  the  localitv.  and  caused  him  to  pull  up  weeds,  throw  stones,  and  perform  all  the  other  acts  of  real  possession, 
that  b\-  virtue  thereof  they  might  not  be  dispossessed  without  being  first  heard  and  defended  by  Father  Bergara, 
president  of  the  Texas  Missions,  or  such  other  of  the  clergy  as  might  have  administration  over  them.  ..^fter 
declaring  the  bounds  of  the  Mission,  there  was  attached  to  it  pasture-lands,  watering-places,  irrigating  privileges, 
uses,  and  services,  and  the  further  right,  in  planting  time,  to  drive  their  stock  out  west  for  pasture,  so  as  not  to 
prejudice  the  crops.  The  act  of  possession  concluded  by  notifying  the  Indians,  through  an  interpreter,  what 
they  should  do  in  advancement  of  Christian  doctrine,  and  in  avoidance  of  crime. 

At  the  same  time.  Captain  Perez  proceeded  to  put  other  tribes  in  possession  of  the  Mission-grounds  of  Suit 
Francisco  de  la  Espada.  and  San  Juan,  situated  below,  on  the  San  Antonio  river:  the  same  formality  being 
obser\-ed  in  each  case.  The  record  of  the  titles  (which,  as  will  be  seen,  is  a  simple  narrative  of  the  action  of  each 
party)  was  then  filed  in  the  archives  of  San  Fernando  de  Bexar,  and  a  certified  copy  furnished  to  each  Mission. 
It  will  be  observed,  in  the  foregoing  abstract  of  the  transfer,  that  the  title  was  assumed  to  be  in  the  king  of  Spain, 
and  that  the  transfer  was  to  the  Indians,  and  not  to  the  priests,  who,  by  their  vows,  could  own  no  worldly  estate. 

In  regard  to  the  Mission-lands  of  San  Jose  de  Aguayo,  they  were  claimed  by  Don  Domingo  Castelo.  one  of 
the  king's  ensigns,  for  his  sen-ices  at  the  presidio  of  San  Saba;  but,  after  a  protracted  lawsuit  between  him  and 
the  Mission,  the  title  was  vested  in  the  Indians  of  the  Mission,  on  the  ixth  of  November.  ITlili,  by  purchase,  for 
one  hundred  and  fifly  dollars." 
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Fernando"  (San  Antonio).  The  Lower  Courts  first  decided  and  established  tlie 
boundaries  of  the  Original  Grantto  the  city  (John  James,  Sr. ,  surveying  the  same)* 

and  gave  judgment  for  the  citv.  The  Supreme  Court  affirmed  the  decision,  and 
upon  this  rests  the  title  to  all  lands  situated  within  the  "  Town  Tract,"  as  it  is 
now  called.      \'ide  :     Tex.  Rep.  \'ol.  VII,  pp.  li'SS,  et  seq. 

Passing  from  the  old-time  reflections  and  recollections  the  reader's   attention 

is   invited  to   the  following    remarkable  table  for  which    we  are   indeljted  to  the 

daily  press.  It  shows  the  comparative  sales  during  the  first  six  months  of  the 
years  18Si(  and  ISilO: 

January,   l.S.S!) $  171.(l4-"i 

January,    ISiM) o74,,S.Sil 

February.  1.S89 lU0,81o 

February,  l.SSK) 3n7,o-5!t 

March,  1889 r.O.sJii 

March,  1890 7(l4.:i47 

April,  1889 29;j,441 

April,  1890 l;y,134 

May,  1889 319.438 

May,  1890 1.489.092 

June,  1S89 183  198 

June,  1S90       1,0(14  odi; 


*  October  •_'!!, 
copy  of   the  On.iiiiial 


'J.     The   Council   resolved  to   .nsk    the   mi 
ant  to  the  Corpor.ntion  or   town   of  S.tij   I 


linister  to  Madrid  to  secur 
the  Province  of  Texas  or  > 
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Public  Building's. — The  Alamo  church,  amply  treated  elsewhere.  The 
Federal  Building  affording  accommodation  for  the  Federal  Court  and  PostofSce 
(for  dates  see  calendar)  was  designed  by  M.  E.  Bell,  of  Chicago,  who  was  super- 
vising architect  at  Washington  under  President  Arthur's  administration.  The 
original  plan  was  modified,  in  the  direction  of  economy,  by  W.  A.  Freret,  of 
New  Orleans,  during  President  Cleveland's  term.  Mr.  Gordon  of  this  city  being 
appointed  architect  in  charge,  again  re-arranged  the  building  in  its  present  form. 
Under  his  direction,  the  structure  grew  to  be  the  beautiful  mediaeval  dream  that  it 
is.  Its  details  are  worthy  of  careful  study.  The  style  may  be  called  Richard- 
sonian  Romanesque  with  a  touch  reminding  one  of  Lombardy  and  the  South  of 
France.  Notice  the  tower  and  the  bold  angle  turret — the  arcades  whose  pro- 
portions are  so  cleverly  relieved  by  the  flight  of  approaching  steps — the  beautiful 
mass  of  the  building,  and  the  construction  and  outline  of  the  tile  roof. 

The  City  Hall,  a  Renaissance  Building  designed  by  Mr.  O.  Kramer,  and 
UDW  nearing  completion  on  Military  Plaza.  Its  location  is  the  best  possible  one, 
and  the  effect  of  the  four  white  fagades  of  native  lime-stone  relieved  by  pink 
granite  columns,  is  extremely  fine. 

The  County  Jail  is  a  massive  and  serviceable  building  designed  by  Mr.  A. 
Giles. 

The  County  Court  House  on  Soledad  street  by  the  same  gentleman  completes 
the  list  of  public  buildings. 

Phillipiiies.     What  came  of  this  we  are  unable  to  say.     The  field  uotes  of  the  town  tract  are  as  follows  : 

F.  I  pp.  28,21).  I  REPrBIJC    OK    TEX.\S.— COUNTY    OF    BEXAR, 

COUNTY    SURVEYOR'S    RECORDS.   - 

BEXAR  COUNTY.  )  Field  Notes  of  the  survey  of  the  lands  claimed  by  the  Corporation 

of  the  City  of  San  Antonio,  made  under  an  order  of  the  District  Court  of  Bexar  County,  at  the  Sept.  tcriu,  1SJ.5. 

Beginning  at  an  old  stone  dam  on  the  Coucepcion  ditch  from  the  southeast  corner  of  which  a  pecan  .SO  in. 
in  diameter  bears  south  27°  west,  7'+  varas.  this  place  being  pointed  out  to  me  as  the  presita  of  the  Coucepcion 
ditch,  by  Rafael  Herrera  and  Manuel  Cadena. 

Thence  north  80°  east,  ftSOO  %'aras  to  a  pecan  tree  10  in.  in  diameter,  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Salado  creek, 
marked  X  from  which  a  pecan  9  in.  in  diameter  bears  south  70°  west,  ':,  vara;   a  pecan  13  in.  diameter  bears 

north  5S'/i°,  west  IS'i  varas.  This  point  was  shown  to  me  as  the  Paso  Hondo  on  Salado,  liy  Rafael  Herrera  and 
Manuel  Cadena. 

Thence  north  :Wi<°  west,  3700  varas  to  a  stake  set  on  the  top  of  a  hill  from  which  a  mesquite  s  in.  in 
diameter  bears  north  2.S"4°  west.  42',;,  varas,  a  mesquite  3  in.  diameter,  bears  north  8-1°  west  4'.^  varas,  this  be- 
ing pointed  out  to  me  as  the  I^omita  Devisidera,  by  Manuel  Cadena. 

Thence  north  25''4°  west,  4,700  varas  to  a  mound  of  rock,  shown  by  Pedro  Flores  and  others  as  one  of  the 
corners  of  this  tract.  Thence  north  n2"i°  west.  10,000  varas  to  a  pile  of  rocks  round  the  roots  of  a  live  oak  tree. 
now  nearly  destroyed  by  fire,  from  which  a  live  oak  l.')"  diameter  bears  south  7.5°  east,  9  varas,  a  live  oak  9"  diam- 
eter bears  south  W2°  east,  7  varas.  This  point  is  between  the  Alnias  [sic]  and  Norillo  creeks,  and  was  shown  to 
me  by  Manuel  Cadena  as  one  of  the  corners  of  this  survey.  Thence  south  291.3°  west.  11,77.5  varas  to  a  stake  set 
on  the  east  bank  of  a  small  creek  at  a  water  hole  from  which  a  hackberry  on  west  side  of  the  creek  bears  south 
S.5°  west,  .50  varas,  a  mesquite2iu.  diameter,  bears  south  SB',"  west,  12';  varas,  this  point  being  shown  to  me  by  Do- 
mmgo  Bustillo,  Delgado  and  others  as  one  of  the  corners  of  this  survey,  called  the  real  of  San  Nicolas,  or  Tomas 
Hernandez.  Thence  south  12,910  varas  to  a  stake  set  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Leon  creek,  at  the  present  crossing 
of  the  road  leading  from  San  Antonio  to  Jett's  rancho,  from  which  a  musquite  (sic)  16  inches  diameter,  bears 
north  9°  east,  S3  varas,  a  musqutte  3  inches  diameter,  bears  south  04°  east,  :i5  varas.  This  point  shown  to  me  by 
Manuel  de  la  Garza  and  Delgado  as  the  pass  of  the  acalitos  and  one  of  the  corners  of  this  survey.  Thence 
south  2S°  east,  2400  varas  to  a  Cottonwood  tree  12  in,  diameter  in  the  bed  of  the  I.eon  creek,  from  which  a  pecan 
*)  in.  diameter  bears  south  .57°  east,  .5  varas,  a  pecan  0  in.  diameter  bears  south  14'.^°  west,  ■^■'4  varas.  This 
point  was  shown  to  me  by  Pedro  Flores  and  others  as  the  1,'Aguila,  (sic)  oue  of  the  corners  of  this  survey. 
Thence  north  37-3  =  east.  12,010  varas  to  a  pass  on  the  San  Pedro  creek,  shown  to  me  as  the  Paso  Nogalitos  by 
Pedro  Flores  and  others  as  one  of  the  corners  of  this  survey.  Thence  south  SSVa  °  east,  2655  varas  to  a  stone 
dam,  the  place  of  beginning,  including  within  its  limits  thirty-eight  thousand  acres  of  laud. 

This  survey  was  commenced  on  the  1st  and  ended  on  the  Uth  day  of  February,  1840.  Nathaniel  Melton 
and  James  Cocks,  chainmeu,  who  were  duly  sworn.     Bearings  marked  -.^ 

Then  follows  John  James'  sworn  certificate  of  Survey.  This  survey  does  not  actually  close,  and  was  after- 
wards corrected  as  to  course  and  distance  by  Giraud.  The  natural  marks,  however,  here  described  are  the 
basis  for  establishing  the  boundaries  of  the  Town  Tract. 
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Banks. — San  Antonio  is  a  wealthy  city.  There  are  no  less  than  four  Xa- 
tional  and  six  Private  Banks,  all  stable  institutions.  The}-  occupy  palatial  quar- 
ters. Bank  failures  in  the  city  are  unknown.  The  bank  rate  of  interest  is  from 
eight  to  twelve  per  cent.  There  are  many  mortgage  and  loan  institutions  who 
furnish  money  on  good  securitj-  at  six  per  cent.  There  is,  moreover,  a  Local  In- 
surance Company,  the  directory  of  which  is  made  up  of  our  wealthiest  citizens. 

San  Antonio  Club. — This  institution  was  founded  by  the  association 
of  a  party  of  gentlemen  who  obtained  a  charter  dated  December  lilst, 
I.SM.  It  was  instituted  for  "literary  purposes,  to  promote  social  intercourse 
among  its  members  and  to  provide  them  the  convenience  of  a  Club  House.''  The 
following  were  the  original  incorporators  :  Messrs.  E.  D.  L.  Wickes,  H.  B.  An- 
drews, Jas.  T.  Thornton,  C.  K.  Breneman,  Erastus  Reed,  A.  B.  Frank,  J.  B. 
Lacoste,  H.  B.  Adams,  Frank  Grice,  F.  P.  Hord,  Jas.  Callaghan,  Thos.  J. 
Devine  and  H.  Grenet.  The  club  is  managed  by  a  committee  of  thirteen  direc- 
tors elected  annually  ;  their  terms  expire  on  the  30th  of  November  of  each  year. 
They  elect  from  among  their  number  a  president,  vice-president,  treasurer  and 
secretarj'  and  have  power  to  fill  vacancies.  Thej'  also  pass  upon  the  admission 
of  members.  Their  meetings  are  on  the  first  Tuesday-  of  each  month  at  8  o'clock 
p.  m.  in  winter  and  8:80  p.  m.  in  summer.  The  president,  or  in  his  absence  the 
vice-president,  authorizes  the  call  of  special  meetings  of  directors  or  of  the  club. 
The  first  president  was  E.  D.  L.  Wickes.  Esq.,  and  he  held  the  ofiice  many 
3'ears.  The  present  president  is  A.  W.  Houston.  The  club  installed  itself  speed- 
ih'  after  its  formation  in  a  suite  of  rooms  (now  occupied  b}'  the  Harmony  club) 
at  the  corner  of  Alamo  Plaza  and  Alamo  street  above  the  old  postoffice,  but 
soon  set  about  plans  for  a  more  suitable  home.  Eventuallj'  a  comprehensive 
scheme  was  realized  and  the  present  club  and  opera  house  was  occupied  in  the 
winter  of  1.SS6-87.  The  building  fronts  on  Alamo  Plaza,  it  is  of  brick  and  is  al- 
together a  tasteful  structure.  Here  the  club  fulfils  its  ends  and  during  the  sea- 
son dispenses  a  hospitality  that  has  become  proverbial.  Its  receptions  are  among 
the  great  social  functions  of  the  winter,  and  its  attentions  to  distinguished  stran- 
gers who  deserve  well  of  their  fellow-men  have  been  innumerable.  Members  have 
the  privilege  of  introducing  visitors  who  are  non-residents  of  the  countv.  The 
present  secretary  is  \V.  A.  Little,  Esq. 

Other  Clubs. — Are  the  "  Harmony,"  a  coterie  of  influential  Hebrews; 
"The  San  Antonio  Rifles,"  inaugurated  by  a  company  of  volunteers  of  that 
name  ;  The  "  Casino,"  an  old  established  German  association  :  the  Turners  and 
various  Singing,  Literarj-  and  Shooting  societies. 

Youngf  Men's  Christian  Association. — This  body  has  rooms  on 

the  corner  of  Alamo  and  Commerce  streets,  up  stairs,  temporarily.  Mr.  Rae 
will  be  found  in  charge  and  everybody  is  welcome  to  their  Reading  Rooms  and 
GN-mnasiuni. 

Military  Orgfanizations. — San  Antonio  has  seen  nuich  of  war  in  ear- 
nest and  in  the  peaceful  contests  of  competitive  drilling  has  retained  her  military 
laurels.  The  San  Antonio  Rifles,  under  Capt.  Badger,  and  the  Belknap  Rifles, 
inider  Capt.  R.  Green,  achieved  a  national  reputation  at  Washington,  and  have 
won  prizes  at  everj^  inter-state  and  state  drill  the}-  have  attended.     The  Maverick 
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Rifles,  a  younger  company,  has  also  distingui.shed  itself.  The  armories  of  these 
companies  are  the  scene  of  many  pleasant  informal  hops  during  the  season,  and 
the  members  are  otherwise  a  great  social  force  in  the  cit5^  Many  dates  of  interest 
in  the  history  of  these  companies  will  be  found  in  the  Calendar  at  the  end. 

Friendly  Societies. — All  these  organizations  are  very  adequatelj'  rep- 
resented here.  The  Masons  are  contemplating  erecting  a  fine  hall.  The  Odd 
Fellows  are  already  installed  in  a  magnificent  building  on  Houston  street.  The 
Knights  of  Pythias  are  extremely  strong,  and  the  society  comprises  some  of  our 
most  active  business  and  professional  men. 


The  Waters  of  San  Antonio  and  San  Pedro. 


THE  DITCHES  OR  ACEQUIAS. 


And  now  comes  a  pleasant  chapter  to  narrate,  pleasant  because  it  deals  with 
that  which  makes  San  Antonio  the  naturally  charming  place  that  it  is,  pleasant 
because  it  deals  solely  with  the  efforts  and  arts  of  peace  in  a  history  that  is  only 
too  full  of  the  strivings  of  war,  bloodshed  and  contention  ;  pleasant  because  it  has 
to  do  with  clear  crystal  springs  rising  in  volume  from  unknown,  mysterious 
depths,  deep  translucent  pools  and  bubbling  brooks,  a  swirling  river  of  pure 
living  waters  and  the  arborous  accompaniments  of  foliage,  high  canopies  of 
greenery,  broad  groves,  great  trunks  and  tangled  vines,  and  with  the  plenty  of 
fields  of  waving  corn.  Let  imagination  wander  back  to  the  time  before  the 
waters  were  in  the  least  fouled  by  the  contact  of  civilization,  when  the  first 
Spanish  Missionaries  traveling  over  the  drier  western  plains  happed  suddenly 
upon  this  valley,  knowing  little  of  it,  and  that  little  only  by  hearsaJ^  how  their 
hearts  must  have  leaped  at  the  sight  of  this  abundance  of  pure  water,  these  strong 
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constant  springs,  and  goodly  lands.  They  might  have  had  within  them  a 
feeling  of  thankful  exultation  that  their  lot  was  cast  for  at  least  a  brief  space  in 
pleasant  paths.  In  these  peaceful  glades  they  might  soon  forget  the  lurking 
•danger  and  hostility  of  the  warlike  natives  :  and  overlooking  the  valley 
they  might  have  concluded  "  \'eril}'  a  river  went  out  of  Eden  to  water  the 
garden  ;  and  here  are  provided  two,  that  river  was  divided  into  four  heads, 
these  by  the  blessing  of  God  and  our  Lady  Mary^  on  our  labors  and  resources 
shall  be  divided  into  many  to  water  this  second  Eden."  Some  such  an  inspirtion 
was  likely  enough  the  origin  of  some  of  the  older  acequias  or  irrigation  ditches. 
Or  it  may  have  been  that  the  plain  practical  thought  only  occurred  to  them, 
"  here  is  provided  an  abundance  of  water  and  fine  facilities  for  irrigation,  necessi- 
ties to  the  success  of  our  undertakings  and  Missions.  Let  us  take  and  have 
enough  and  to  spare,  for  nature  is  lavish  ;  besides  our  converts  and  the  people 
that  shall  be  afterwards  drawn  here  and  shall  follow  us  soon,  and  shall  enjoj-  and 
supplement  our  labors, — the.se  will  need  it  all  by  and  by.''  It  may  be  that  this 
is  nearer  the  truth,  for  that  the  Fathers  were  eminently  practical  and  unselfish 
workers  as  well  as  thinkers  has  been  proved  by  works  which  testify  to  this  day. 
In  these  later  days,  when  the  Spanish  domination  is  almost  forgotten  by  the  prevail- 
ing population,  when  the  representing  race  of  it  is  regarded  simply  as  one  of  the 
attractive  curiosities  rather  than  one  of  the  main  hi.storic  quantities  of  the  place, 
when  the  past  and  present  influence  of  it  is  only  keenly  remembered  by  the 
lawyers,  searchers  after  land  titles  and  aspirants  to  local  political  emoluments 
(and  honors)  at  election  times,  we  are  apt  to  forget  how  much  we  modern  San 
Antonians  owe  to  the  right  estimate  that  these  men  and  their  generation  put  upon 
the  value  of  the  water  of  this  valley  and  their  quick  appreciation  of  the  facilities 
for  its  distribution.  Sau  Antonio  owes  its  very  existence  to  this  estimate.  For 
that  it  has  been  a  city  always  more  or  less  flourishing,  it  may  thank  these  pioneers. 
Are  we  not  now  also — in  our  arrogance  of  the  possession  or  rather  enjoyment  of 
an  almost  perfect  modern  system  of  water  works,  with  its  miles  upon  miles  of 
iron  pipes  that  was  almost  pressed  upon  the  citizens  like  a  dose  of  wholesome 
medicine  upon  a  wilful  and  perverse  child — only  too  prone  to  despise  in  our 
scientific  superiority  these  monument.3  of  a  simple  wisdom  and  industry  of  the 
past. 

If  any  reader  should  weary  at  the  length  of  these  remarks  on  the  "  taking 
of  the  water,"  (saca  de  agua)  he  may  skip  it  :  but  it  must  be  written  if  only  to  do 
justice  to  the  founders  of  our  city,  not  to  speak  again  of  the  pleasure  of  the  task. 
Let  this  be  the  apology,  if  one  be  needed,  for  an  article  that  may  prove  wearisome 
to  some  by  reason  of  its  length  ;  the  editor  has  found  that  no  such  true  estimate 
and  understanding  of  the  history,  domestic  and  public,  of  the  aims  of  these  good 
old  religious  pioneers,  and  later  their  imitators  in  ditch  construction,  of  "  their 
useful  toil  their  destiny  obscure,"  nor  indeed  for  that  matter,  the  history  and 
growth  in  the  last  century  of  the  whole  community,  as  by  following  up  the 
gradual  construction,  fact  of  existence,  and  logic  of  these  old  water  ways.  The 
reader  may  judge  for  himself  if  it  is  not  so,  by  following  the  story  of  one  of  these 
acequias  from  the  discovery  of  its  public  necessity  to  the  formation  of  a  company 
of  shareholders  among  tho.se  settlers  most  nearly  interested  and  concerned,  to  the 
obtaining     of     the     permission     from     His     Majesty,     the     King     through     his 
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representative  the  Governor,  to  the  settlement  of  the  neighbors'  real  or  fancied 
prior  water  rights,  to  the  election  or  appointment  of  the  Acequiero  or  Acequiador 
(the  constructor  of  acequias),  to  the  actual  construction,  and  finally  to  that 
interesting  operation  of  the  drawing  of  lots  among  the  shareholders  of  the 
company  for  the  "  suertes  "  of  land  which  the  King  will  grant  to  them  upon  the 
simple  conditions  of  cultivating  the  lands  thus  granted,  of  keeping  the  channels 
clear  and  clean,  the  locks,  water  gates,  sluices,  fences,  aqueducts,  troughs,  etc., 
of  the  ditches  in  proper  repair,  and  one  horse,  and  arms  and  ammunition  in  read- 
iness to  meet  enemies  in  the  protection  of  the  colony.  On  this  line,  from  how 
they  learned  to  grasp  the  natural  water  advantages  of  the  valley,  may  be  traced 
the  true  inwardness  of  the  life  and  growth  of  the  town  in  the  eighteenth  centur3% 
say  from  1729  to  1793,  of  its  population  gradually  increased  by  soldiery,  settlers, 
special  immigrants  as  those  from  the  Canary  Islands,  camp  followers,  adventurers 
and  Indian  converts. 

The  main  or  madre  acequias  shall  be  herein  described  in  as  near  chronolog- 
ical order  as  it  is  possible  to  make  out. 


The  Pajalache  or  Concepcion  Ditch. 

This  is  the  oldest  of  all  the  Acequias.  The  exact  date  of  its  construction  is 
doubtful,  nut  it  was  begun  early  in  the  last  century.  In  evidence  in  a  lawsuit — 
Rhodes  v.  Whitehead — this  date  was  given  as  1729  (see  Calendar  of  San  Antonio, 
October,  22d,  18.58).  It  is  perhaps  more  probable  that  it  was  completed  a  few 
\-ears  later  than  this.  It  was  finalh-  abandoned  in  1869,  thus  serving  its  purpose 
nearly  140  j'ears.  It  was  abandoned  on  account  of  the  dam  which  provided  it 
with  water  proving  too  great  an  obstruction  to  the  river's  current  and  a  nuisance 
to  the  city  during  flood  times.  This  dam  was  built  across  the  river  a  short  dis- 
tance above  the  town  ford,  and  above  the  present  dam  of  the  old  Lewis  Mill, 
about  on  a  line  with  Presa  street.  It  was  verj'  high — some  two  or  three  feet 
higher  than  the  Lewis  dam.  From  this  high  level,  through  a  deep  cutting,  the 
Pajalache  ditch  took  its  waters,  and  striking  Garden  street  almost  immediately, 
it  followed  the  direct  line  of  that  street  to  the  Concepcion  Mis.sion,  and 
thence  on  to  join  the  River  below,  irrigating  lands  on  its  way  by  laterals.  At 
the  intersection  of  Mill  and  Garden  streets,  the  Alamo  Madre  ditch,  coming 
from  Water  street  a  few  years  later,  met  it,  and  the  waters  of  this  ditch  were 
taken  across  on  a  substantial  arched  stone  aqueduct,  which  exists  now,  only  the 
arches  have  remained  buried  since  the  disuse  of  the  Pajalache.  Before  or  upon 
the  abandonment  of  the  Pajalache,  in  order  that  the  compromise  between  the 
citizens  and  the  holders  of  water  rights  might  be  as  peaceably  effected  as  possi- 
ble, part  of  the  waters  of  the  Alamo  Madre  were  taken  at  this  .same  intersection 
into  a  new  ditch  down  Garden  street,  to  the  left  of  and  on  a  higher  level  than 
the  Pajalache,  but  joining  the  old  Pajalache  channel  below,  and  so  on  to  Concep- 
cion Mission.  This  was  a  small  enough  ditch  in  comparison  to  the  old  one,  but 
was  better  than  no  water  at  all.  The  main  water  of  the  Alamo  Madre  still 
crossed  on  the  aqueduct  and  continued  down  Mill  street,  crossing  this  street 
some  distance  down,  turning  to  the  left  and  on  to  join  the  River  below.  • 
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A  numljer  of  laterals  issued  from  these  ditches  right  and  left,  as  from  all  the 
main  ditches:  but  only  those  minor  laterals  that  have  some  historical  interest  in 
themselves — such  as  the  Alamo  Mission  l)ranches — will  be  mentioned. 

The  Pajalache  ditch  was  made  both  wide  and  very  deep,  as  may  yet  be 
traced  on  Garden  street:  of  sufficient  size — tradition  has  it — that  the  Fathers  and 
their  Indians  kept  a  boat  on  it,  from  which  to  do  the  work  of  keeping  its  bed 
clean  and  clear  of  obstruction.  The  main  object  of  this  old  acequia  was  to  supply 
the  Concepcion   Mission  and  its  lands  with  water. 

The  San  Pedro  Ditch. 

This  ditch  comes  next  in  point  of  interest.  It  was  constructed  to  supply 
the  \'illa  Capital  de  San  Fernando  as  well  as  to  irrigate  lands  along  its  course. 
It  issues  from  the  east  side  of  the  head  waters  of  the  San  Pedro  creek,  taking 
its  way  towards  and  down  North  Flores  street  crossing  to  Acecpiia  street  and 
flowing  across  the  west  side  of  Main  Plaza  immediately  under  the  front  of  San 
Fernando  Church  (Cathedral  now),  then  still  keeping  to  the  east  of  South 
Flores  street  passes  through  the  United  States  Arsenal  grounds  to  the 
east  side  of  the  San  Antonio  and  Aransas  Pass  Railroad  Depot,  on  to  join  the 
San  Antonio  River,  with  a  branch  to  the  San  Pedro  Creek,  iu  the  fork  of  the  Y 
of  the  River  and  Creek.  As  to  the  date  of  the  construction  of  both  this  ditch 
and  the  Alamo  Madre,  the  evidence  is  a  little  tangled.  It  cannot  be  many 
3'ears  the  junior  of  the  Pajalache.  It  is  frequently  mentioned  in  the  documents 
relating  to  the  Upper  Labor  ditch  of  ITTG  to  1784  in  the  Count}'  and  City 
Records  and  other  documents,  and  at  the  earliest  of  these  dates  the  San  Pedro 
ditch  had  undoubtedly  been  in  use  many  years.  Such  evidence  iu  regard  to  the.se 
two  ditches  as  has  been  found  bearing  upon  the  point  will  be  given,  and  the 
reader  may  draw  his  own  conclusions.  A  fuller  description  of  the  origin  of  the 
Upper  Labor,  the  editor  trusts,  will  in  a  measure  make  up  for  the  lack  of  accurate 
knowledge  as  to  these.  In  1730  the  Canary  Island  settlers  came,  and  on 
November  the  "iSth  of  the  same  j'ear.  La  Villa  Capital  de  San  Fernando  was 
founded  and  a  Presidio  "  erected  "  under  Antonio  de  Aviles,  so  sa\'s  an  ancient 
copy  of  the  Ordinances  •  of  San  Antonio.  In  173S  the  corner  stone  of  the  old 
Parish  Church  of  San  Fernando  was  laid,  and  on  February-  lOth,  1773,  that  good 
Governor,  Baron  Ripperda,  who  seems  to  have  been  so  active  in  any  matters 
that  pertained  to  the  welfare  of  San  Antonio,  built  the  first  Quarters,  Guard- 
house and  Jail  for  the  Presidio.  Now,  it  is  highly  probable  that  the  San  Pedro 
ditch  was  completed  just  about  the  time  of  the  building  of  the  Parish  Church. 
This  period  was  verj-  active  in  the  prosecution  of  many  public  and  ecclesiastical 
works.  There  is  good  rea.son  to  believe  that  it  was  constructed  later  than  the 
Pajalache  and  earlier  than  some  of  the  others. 

The  Alamo  Madre  Ditch. 

The  purpose  of  this  ditch  was  to  supply  water  to  the  Mission  of  San  Antonio 
de  \'alero,  or  the  Alamo  Mission,  and  its  lands.  Its  course  was  and  is  a  long  and 
useful  one,  and  its  carrying  capacit}'  is  large.  It  has  many  useful  and  historical 
laterals  and  branches,  and  some  that  are  abandoned  and  some  that  were  failures 
from  the  first.     The   course  of  the   mother  ditch  (the  laterals  will  be  spoken  of 
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afterwards)  is  on  this  wise  :  After  leaving  its  source,  at  one  of  the  most  easterly 
points  of  the  head  of  the  River,  its  raeanderings  follow  a  little  to  the  east  of  the 
line  of  the  road  known  as  River  Avenue,  passing  between  the  west  end  of  the 
Government  Post  Reserve  and  the  River,  whence  it  goes  on  to  a  point  a  little  to 
the  west  of  the  Southern  Pacific  Depot,  passing  on  through  properties  lying 
between  Avenue  E  and  Austin  street  ;  thence  across  the  junction  of  Nacogdoches 
street  and  Nolan  street,  across  Crockett,  Blum  and  East  Commerce  streets 
(nearl}'  all  this  course  was  formerlj-  irrigable  land),  down  Water  street,  over  the 
old  Pajalache  in  an  aqueduct  ;  thence  down  Mill  street,  across  it,  turning  to  the 
left  to  the  River  below.  Its  first  notable  branch  (to  go  back  again  to  its  source 
and  going  down)  was  one  which  was  called  the  Valley  Ditch,  constructed  from 
plans  of  Mr.  Freisleben  ;  and  which,  from  the  time  of  its  completion — about 
1872 — proved  to  be  an  utter  failure,  and  but  a  sorry  venture  to  the  city,  the 
engineer  having  made  errors  in  the  grade.  It  was  almost  immediately  aban- 
doned. It  issued  from  the  Madre  at  a  point  at  the  extremity  of  Grand  Avenue, 
near  the  Southern  Pacific  Railroad  Depot,  taking  a  south-easterly  direction  down 
Walnut  street  to  a  course  left  of  the  old  Goliad  road,  over  the  south-eastern 
limits.  The  next  branch — that  one  which  issued  from  a  point  near  the  end  of 
Fifth  .street  (east),  not  far  from  the  angle  formed  by  Nolan  and  Nacogdoches 
streets,  is  of  some  historical  importance.  It  makes  at  once  for  the  eastern  walls 
of  the  Alamo  Mission,  and  may  be  seen  close  under  the  east  end  of  the  Alamo 
Church,  and  is  said  to  have  supplied  the  beseiged  with  water  in  that  terrible  strug- 
gle of  1S86.  From  here  it  pa.sses  on  through  the  Menger  Hotel  court-yard  ; 
thence  to  supply,  in  old  times,  the  inhabitants  of  East  Villita,  joining  the  mother 
ditch  once  more  near  the  intersection  of  Goliad  and  Water  streets.  This  ditch 
was  known  as  the  ditch  of  the  Alamo  proper,  and  itself  had  a  branch  abandoned 
years  ago,  reaching  around  the  north  and  west  ramparts  of  the  Alamo  Mission 
square,  passing  along  the  west  line  of  stores  on  our  modern  Alamo  Plaza, 
through  the  Opera  House  ground,  joining  the  River  there  at  the  back  on 
Crockett  street.  Then  another  modern  branch  (about  in  the  'Ot)'s)  reached 
backward  from  the  mother  ditch  on  Martinez  street  toward  Garden  street,  cross- 
ing the  old  Pajalache  in  one  of  those  curious  aqueducts  spoken  of  in  the  Spanish 
records  as  "  canoa  " — a  canoe  or  hollowed  log,  of  cypress  generall}- — joining 
the  River  immediately  after  crossing  Garden  street.  The  next  branch  was  one 
already-  mentioned  in  the  description  of  the  Pajalache — a  compromise  ditch  to 
the  lands  around  Mission  Concepcion. 

The  Mission  of  San  Antonio  de  \'alero,  as  shown  by  Giraud,  was  moved  to 
the  east  bank  of  the  San  Antonio  River  from  the  Post  of  San  Jose,  out  West,  in 
1718,  "  on  account  of  the  scarcity  of  water  ;  "  laut  the  building  up  of  the  Mission 
went  on  but  slowly,  and  the  foundation  of  the  Church  was  not  laid  until  1744. 
The  date  that  this  Mission  supplied  itself  with  water  by  means  of  the  Acequia 
Madre  del  Alamo  is  uncertain.  That  it  is  one  of  the  earliest  ditches  is  certain. 
At  any  rate,  it  is  placed  here  third  in  the  order  of  chronology.  One  reason  of 
the  scarcity  of  mention  of  this  ditch,  ma}'  be  found  in  the  fact  that  the  partition 
of  the  Alamo  lands  did  not  occur  until  1793;  so  that  it  is  not  mentioned  in  deeds 
as  a  property  boundary  line  until  then  ;  but  of  course  it  was  made  many  years 
before  that  date.  , 
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The  Upper  Labor  Ditch, 

More  particulars  concerning  the  origin  of  this  ditch  can  be  given  than  of  an}' 
of  the  others  that  have  been  described,  and  they  are  given  in  the  belief  that 
these  particulars  throw  an  interesting  light  upon  the  life  and  workings  of  a  period 
in  the  history  of  San  Antonio  which  cannot  be  regarded  but  curiously  and  in- 
quiringly. In  the  County  Records  may  be  found  many  documents  and  copies  of 
decrees,  ordinances,  petitions  and  letters  in  the  original  Spanish  relating  to  this 
Acequia,  and  in  the  City  Engineer's  office  may  be  found  translations  of  some  of 
these  and  other  documents,  presumably  sent  from  Coahuila,  and  from  other 
sources  have  been  obtained  copies  of  translations  of  these  with  additions,  notably 
a  lengthy  document,  which,  H  is  alleged,  was  published  in  the  San  Antonio 
Ledger  on  April  1st.  1'S')'2  ;  all  tnese  are  more  or  less  tangled  in  their  dates  and 
aboinid  in  other  clerical  errors.'*'  These  dates  have  been  compared  and  checked 
off  as  far  as  possible,  and  from  this  material  has  lieen  gleaned  most  of  the  follow- 
ing information. 

In  the  first  days  of  the  year  177<>.  it  was  found  to  be  desirable  to  irrigate 
lands  lying  between  the  upper  part  of  the  San  Antonio  River  west  and  the  San 
Pedro  Springs.      The  matter  was  agitated   among  some   citizens   interested  until 

^  The  following  is  a   specimeu   excerpt  of  the  documentary   evidence   referred    to.    the   translation    does 
not  seem  to  be  very  good,  a  few  of  the  most  conspicuous  errors  have  been  corrected. 
The  first  decree  of  the  Governor. 

"Dou  Juan  Maria  de  Ripperda.  Baron  of  Ripperda,  Colonel  of  Cavalry,  Governor  of  this  Province  of  Texas, 
its  Missions  and  Conquests  and  Frontiers,  Commander  of  Arms  (or  Forces)  of  the  same  and  of  Coahuila  and 
Nueva  I,eon.  Captain  of  the  Royal  Presidio  of  San  Antonio  de  Bexar,  by  his  Majesty  the  King. 

"Not  having  been  practised  up  to  this,  the  interesting  and  important  conveyance  of  water,  which  operation  is 
rendered  so  easy  by  the  proximity  of  the  San  Antonio  river  to  the  city  and  garrison,  and  although  in  a  commu- 
nication from  the  Viceroy,  the  Marquis  Casa  Fuerte  dated  September  20th,  17:^1,  His  Excellency  ordered  that  the 
water  of  the  two  springs  should  be  divided  among  the  four  first  settlers  that  should  come  to  this  place,  and  Mis- 
sion with  their  families,  allowing  to  them  snch  hours  of  the  day  as  might  suit  their  convenience  for  the  irrigation 
of  their  land,  letting  afterwards  the  waters  to  flow  freely  so  as  to  give  the  same  benefit  to  the  next  neighbors 
by  such  means  all  would  be  proWded  with  plenty  of  water  for  their  lands  in  cultivation  without  injuring  each 
other. 

"In  a  second  communication  from  the  same  Most  F'xcellent  Viceroy  dated  the  12th  of  May  17;>Uo  the  Governor 
of  this  Province.  Don  Antonio  Bustillos  y  Cevallos,  the  order  was  given  to  distribute  the  waters  of  the  San  An- 
tonio river  and  the  San  Pedro  creek  among  the  Fathers  of  the  Missions,  the  Garrison  and  all  the  settlers  of  the 
town  of  San  Fernando  giving  to  all  the  necessary  supplys  (sic)  without  depriving  the  Indians  in  their  settle- 
ments. l)ut  with  the  condition  that  should  the  water  at  any  time  be  insufficient  to  give  to  all  continually  a  sup- 
ply, in  such  a  contingency  to  be  served  by  turns  between  all  the  neighbors,  according  to  law  11,  title  17.  book  4, 
of  the  Recapitulation  of  the  Indies,  which  states  that  in  case  their  town  should  increase  in  population,  it  was  the 
imperious  duty  of  the  Governor  to  have  all  the  inhabitants  well  supplied  with  water. 

"In  compliance  with  the  said  law,  the  actual  Governor  (being  sick  at  the  time,)  appointed  Don  Mateo  Perez 
Lieutenant  of  this  Company  of  liexar  A\ith  instructions  to  give  possession  of  the  right  of  water  for  irrigation  to 
all  the  actual  settlers,  and  for  any  other  that  might  come  in  future,  accordingly  the  right  was  given  in  due  form 
on  the  27th  of  October  17:W,  to  all  the  settlers  residing  above  the  town  ford  on  the  same  river.  San  Antonio,  and 
with  the  intention  of  carrying  into  effect  the  taking  of  the  water,  several  of  the  neighbors  of  this  city  and  Pre- 
sidio have  applied  to  me  wishing  to  aid  in  its  execution,  and  as  all  the  families  of  the  Canary  Island  settlers  as 
well  as  all  the  rest  of  the  inhabitants  feel  intei  est  in  it.  according  to  former  superior  decrees,  and  in  order  to 
avoid  in  future  all  motives  of  discord  between  settlers,  I  have  ordered  that  if  the  said  families  of  the  Canary 
Island  settlers,  or  their  actual  descendants  should  have  any  other  document  that  may  prove  in  their  favor,  to  pre- 
sent it  to  me  within  four  days  with  the  answer  signed  by  all  the  persons,  heads  of  said  families,  so  that  I  may  pro- 
ceed without  delay  to  the  construction  of  the  work,  it  being  of  great  importance. 

"In  faith  thereof  I  have  signed  this  my  decree  on  January  10th  1776. 

"Kl  Baron  Ripperda. 

"Acting  as  Judge  Receptor  with  the  witnesses  of  my  assistance  in  the  absence  of  a  Notary  Public,  there  being 
none  in  the  Province,  and  on  the  present  common  pajier  not  havinj^  any  with  the  Royal  Seal  or  stamp. 

F:r,  BARON  RIPPERDA. 

"WiTXESSES;— Jose  Ygnacio  Okneles. 

ANTONIO  BAKCENAZ." 

*«•■*"       *      And  so  on,  the  decrees,  correspondence,  etc..  continue. 
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the  Governor  of  the  Province  of  Texas,  Baron  Juan  Maria  de  Ripperda,  a  pro- 
gressive and  industrious  man,  directed  his  attention  to  it,  and  on  January  10th, 
1776,  he  issued  a  decree  in  order  to  avoid,  as  he  says,  in  the  future,  all  motives 
of  discord  between  settlers,  ordering  the  Canary  Island  settlers  or  their  actual 
descendents  to  produce  any  document,  if  they  have  one,  that  might  prove  in 
their  favor,  and  present  it  to  him  within  four  days,  their  reply  to  be  signed  by 
the  heads  of  the  said  families.  To  this  decree  on  January  15th,  they  reply  that 
they  have  no  document,  but  think  there  are  some  decrees  or  schedules  in  their 
favor,  deposited  in  the  Archives  of  this  town,  and  they  respectfully  ask  permission 
to  be  allowed  to  examine  the  Archives  to  search  for  these.  This  request  is 
signed  by  eleven  of  the  Canary  Island  settlers,  or  their  descendents. 

The  next  day,  Januarj'  lOth,  177fj,  a  meeting  of  the  Cabildo  is  called  by 
special  order  of  the  Governor,  and  in  the  presence  of  that  corporation,  it  was 
decided  that  all  the  documents  bearing  any  relation  with  the  town  and  the 
Canary  Island  settlers  should  be  examined,  and  it  was  there  and  then  declared 
that  should  any  document  be  found  in  the  Archives  of  the  Captain-General,  the 
right  should  be  reserved  to  make  use  of  them  at  any  future  time.  A  memoran- 
dum to  this  effect,  besides  being  signed  by  the  settlers,  bears  also  the  signature 
of  the  President,  Father  and  Friar  of  the  Missions  Pedro  Ramirez. 

Baron  Ripperda  next  addresses  a  communication  similar  to  the  first- 
mentioned  to  the  President  of  the  Mi.ssions,  reiterating  that  there  were  only  two 
documents  or  superior  decrees  in  existence  in  connection  with  the  water  rights 
granted  to  the  Missions  and  .settlers  of  the  town  and  maintaining  that  the 
inhabitants  of  the  place  were  free  to  u.se  the  water  of  the  River  for  irrigating 
purposes  if  they  did  not  interfere  with  the  supph-  to  the  Missions.  Those 
docvunents  being  decrees  of  the  Viceroj-  the  Marquis  of  Casa  F-uerte  dated 
September  20th,  1731,  and  May  12th,  1733,  therefore  the  Governor  wishes  to 
know  if  the  Mi.ssions  under  the  President's  charge  have  any  claim  emanating 
from  any  superior  decree.  If  they  have,  the  Governor  would  like  to  be 
informed  of  it  as  soon  as  practicable,  "  so  that  the  public  may  be  no  longer  de- 
prived of  such  a  great  benefit "  as  the  distribution  of  the  water.  To  which 
communication  the  President  of  the  Missions  replies,  dating  from  the  Mission  of 
San  Juan,  January  20th,  177B,  that  none  of  the  five  Missions  possesses  any 
document  in  their  favor  in  prejudice  of  the  inhabitants,  he  sees  clearly,  however, 
that  the  Mis.sions  being  situated  b}-  Royal  decree  upon  the  banks  of  the  River, 
with  the  rights  of  permanent  and  sufficient  water  for  the  cultivation  of  their 
lands,  they  have  the  prior  right  of  possession  and  construction  of  channels,  he 
mentions  this  right  in  case  the  Missions  ma^-  wish  to  exercise  it  at  some  future 
time,  but  the  President  is  not  of  the  dog  in  the  manger  kind,  and  he  says  he  is 
of  the  opinion  that  there  is  such  a  profusion  of  water  in  the  River  that  it  affords 
to  all  the  same  benefit,  and  the  Missions  will  make  no  oppo.sition  under  the  one 
understanding  that  the  right  of  priority  be  reserved  to  them. 

The  Governor  Ripperda  having  thus  satisfied  himself  that  he  is  trespas.sing 
on  no  one's  proper  rights,  he  desires  that  the  two  documents  be  filed  under  the 
understanding  that  any  taking  of  the  water  must  be  eifected  without  injuring 
the  supply  to  the   Missions.     He  is  also  satisfied  that  it  has  been  clearlj'-  shown 
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and  declared  that  there  exists  no  other  snjierior  decree  that  might  act  in  the 
favor  either  of  the  settlers  or  the  "  five  towns  of  the  Missions,"  he  accordingh- 
issues  an  ordinance  requesting  the  neighbors  and  those  who  ma}'  wish  to  con- 
tribute to  the  taking  of  tiie  water,  to  enlist  themselves  forthwith,  contributing 
every  one  any  and  "  necessary  utensils."  and  the  Baron  promises  that  the 
partition  of  the  lands  "  will  be  made  with  the  due  equity  of  chance."  He  insists 
that  the  person  who  maj-  take  charge  of  the  work  must  possess  intelligence  and 
experience  ;  the  election  of  the  Acequiero  to  be  decided  by  a  plurality  of  vote.s 
among  the  shareholders.  The  Acequiero  elected  shall  be  entitled  to  an  extra 
portion  or  suerte  of  land,  but  he  shall  furni.sh  two  additional  men.  The  Gov- 
ernor then  makes  in  his  decree,  numerous  suggestions  concerning  the  con.struction 
of  the  ditch,  as  to  its  protection  from  cattle  b}-  the  planting  of  nopal  trees 
(prickly  pears )  or  other  thornj-  bushes,  and  says  that  the  water  gates  must  have 
stone  and  mortar  foundations  and  suggests  other  sensible  precautions  concerning 
the  width,  depth  and  general  completeness  of  the  work  to  be  done.  He  is  verj- 
thorough,  but  withal  indulgent,  and  he  .says  that  all  the  persons  engaged  in  the 
construction  may  sugge.st  any  opinion  that  may  contribute  to  the  convenience 
and  benefit  of  all,  so  that  everything  (he  loves  peace — this  good  Governor)  may 
move  .smoothly  and  peaceably,  for  the  end,  he  says,  ' '  of  the  respectable  laws  of 
his  Catholic  Maje.sty,  is  to  avoid  in  his  dominions  all  kinds  of  discords  amongst 
his  subjects."  And  in  order  that  this  important  decree  may  be  made  known  and 
promptly  executed,  "  I  have  ordered  its  publication,  after  holding  High  Ma.ss,  at 
the  beatin,g  of  the  drum  at  the  door  of  the  Court  House,  as  customar\-." 

In  the  meanwhile,  we  may  surmise  that  things  went  along  smoothly  for 
a  while,  for  nothing  more  is  heard  of  the  Upper  Labor  Ditch  and  its  construction 
until  July  loth,  1776,  when  we  learn  of  the  .second  election,  in  which  one  Angel 
Galin  is  elected  over  his  opponent,  Bartholome  Seguin,  to  take  the  place  of 
Foribio  Fuentes,  who,  for  "reasons  by  him  exposed,  which  were  found  suffi- 
cient," makes  application  to  be  relieved  and  to  be  awarded  the  emoluments  in 
land,  etc.,  to  which  he  was  entitled.  He  is  relieved  on  July  15th,  on  the  condi- 
tion that  he  put  two  men  daily  on  the  work  of  con.struction  until  the  new 
director  shall  bring  the  irrigation  to  a  convenient  place,  which  means  that  the 
first  Suertes  of  land  would  be  drawn  for  and  granted  when  the  water  had  been 
conveyed  over  sufficient  land  to  warrant  a  partition.  On  the  former  date,  Jul}' 
l.'Uh.the  share-holders  who  seem  to  desire  to  profit  by  some  undesirable  experiences 
entered,  into  a  hard  and  fast  agreement  with  Angel  Galin,  the  newly  elected  Ace- 
quiero, in  which  he  is  bound  to  continue  the  work  to  its  conclusion  without  the  in- 
terference of  any  person,  for  the  sum  of  one  dollar  per  day,  deducting  the  price  of 
four  men  of  the  twenty-.six  to  work  daily,  (the  poor  peones  or  laborers  could  not  have 
made  much  above  the  price  of  their  salt,  according  to  this),  and  under  no  consid- 
eration whatever  will  a  substitute  be  allowed  him,  and  that  those  entitled  to 
irrigation  shall  have  the  right  to  remove  him,  in  case  the  work  shall  be  badly 
directed,  or  for  any  ''other  motives  that  impartial  persons  may  find,  such  as  delay, 
bad  work,  direction  &c,  "  he  is  to  inspect  the  work  daily  until  the  object  of  fur- 
nishing all  the  neighbors  with  water  be  accomplished,  and  he  binds  himself  to  the 
completion  of  the  contract  "with  all  his  present  and  future  property."  To  all  this 
Angel  Galin  is  readv  to  agree,  so  he  takes  charge  of  the  work. 
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All  these  decrees  of  the  Baron  are  dated,  "in  the  town  of  San  Fernando  &c., 
&c.,"  now  comes  one  however  dated  "In  the  Royal  Garrison  of  San  Antonio  de 
Bexar,  and  city  of  San  Fernando"  on  the  28th  day  of  April  1777,  in  which  the 
Governor  says,  that  he  has  been  informed  that  the  work  has  reached  as  far  as  L,a 
Lomita  de  Vieja,  and  that  the  first  distribution  of  Suertes  could  be  made  to 
the  twenty-five  persons  entitled  to  them  and  two  for  Foribio  Fuentes,  the  Ex- 
Acequiero.  Twenty-six  chances  contain  25,233  varas  of  land,  which  are  meas- 
ured for  irrigation  into  portions  of  different  lengths  lying  between  the  River  and 
the  Acequia.  It  is  a  pity  to  waste  a  season,  and  it  is  now  April  and  the  season 
for  planting  corn  is' passing,  so  the  Governor  orders  the  drawing  at  once  to  be 
made  in  the  Court  House  of  the  town,  giving  admittance  to  all  the  persons  inter- 
ested, (a  complete  list  of  the  shareholders  follows)  and  to  everybody  wishing  to 
witness  the  operation.  The  twenty-six  tickets  are  placed  in  one  covered  urn  and 
the  names  in  another,  two  children  draw  these,  the  Go\-ernor  reads  the  results. 
Each  shareholder  draws  his  Suerte  (literally  his  luck)  of  good  rich  acres  of  the 
Labor  de  Nuestra  Seiiora  de  los  Dolores,  and  it  is  granted  to  them  by  the  king 
that  they  may  take  possession  of  it,  and  bequeath  the  titles  to  their  children 
or  an)'  other  heirs,  and  no  other  person  or  persons  shall  at  any  time  have  any 
claim  or  right  in  the  said  properties  which  have  hitherto  been  considered  as  be- 
longing to  the  Crown  af  Spain.  The  Governor  forthwith  directs  Don  Simon  de 
Arocha  Lieutenant-General  of  the  Province  to  give  to  those  entitled,  possession  of 
their  lands  thus  drawn,  upon  the  simple  conditions  mentioned  in  the  introductory 
to  this  subject.  The  second  and  final  drawing  was  held  on  the  8th  day  of  March 
1778,  the  total  being  fifty-two  Suertes  distributed,  thus;  first  drawing,  twenty -five 
among  the  shareholders;  one  extra  to  the  ex-constructor  who  was  also  a  share 
holder;  second  drawing,  twenty-one  among  the  shareholders;  one  extra  to  Angel 
Galin,  constructor  who  was  also  a  shareholder;  and  four  to  be  cultivated  in  com- 
mon, to  cover  some  expenses;  total  fifty  two  Suertes.  Perhaps  it  is  a  fact  suffi- 
ciently interesting  to  notice,  that  the  famil)'-  of  Rodriguez  still  occupies  the  land 
thus  granted  near  the  junction  of  this  ditch  and  the  San  Pedro  ditch.  Every- 
thing is  not  cleared  up  however  with  regard  to  construction  until  April  2nd 
1781  when  Angel  Galin  reporting  that  the  ditch  being  newly  cleaned,  and  the 
water  turned  in,  he  desires  to  be  released  from  further  obligations.  And  still  the 
shareholders  were  not  satisfied,  and  in  1784  the  quarrels  over  the  Upper  Labor 
ditch  were  waxing  so  hot,  that  the  Governor  by  petition,  used  his  influence  to 
keep  the  peace. 

This  ditch,  the  Upper  Labor,  taking  its  waters  from  the  west  side  of  the 
head  waters  of  the  San  Antonio  river,  takes  the  course  of  the  Rock  Quarry  Road, 
reaching  around  Tobin's  Hill,  across  San  Pedro  avenue,  joining  the  San  Pedro 
ditch  at  the  Rodriguez  property  near  the  west  extremity  of  Laurel  street,  and  by 
an  overflow  here  really  joins,  across  the  narrow  strip  of  land  intervening,  the  San 
Pedro  creek.  From  a  point  soon  after  it  leaves  the  Rock  Quarry  road,  a  branch 
issues  from  it  in  a  direction  towards  Madison  Square,  watering  lands  between  that 
point  and  the  San  Antonio  river.  It  has  another  more  important  but  quite  mod- 
ern branch  in  the  Alazan  ditch,  this  was  constructed  from  plans  made  by  Mr. 
Giraud  in  1872,  and  in  reality  carries  the  LTpper  Labor  water  north  up  San  Pedro 
Avenue  and  around  the  San  Pedro  Springs  to  the  west,  then  taking  a  southerl}- 
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course  irrigates  all  those  lands  west  of  the  San  Pedro  creek.  The  I.  &  G.  N.  R. 
R.  follows  pretty  closely  its  line  as  far  as  the  ditch  goes.  This  ditch  finally  joins 
the  Alazan  creek  some  little  distance  before  that  creek  joins  the  San  Pedro  creek. 
It  was  finished  and  opened  June  Hth,  1875.  It  cost  the  city  w^th  the  Valley  ditch, 
a  branch  of  the  Alamo  Madre  ditch,  mentioned  before,  and  constructed  at  the  same 
date  §.■>-], 0(10.  The  Alazan  was  a  bold  and  practical  conception,  but  the  work 
seems  to  have  been  inadequately  done. 

The  control  of  the  ditches  has  long  since  left  private  hands.  The  first  Amer- 
ican manager  of  ditches  was  Capt.  T.  H.  Beck  in  \s'){).  In  IS.'iS  the  city  took 
them  in  hand  and  on  January  1st  of  that  year  John  PVies  was  appointed  first  Ditch 
Commissioner  by  A.  A.  Lockwood,  maj-or.  That  office  is  at  present  held  by 
Mr.  Frank  Huntress. 


The  San  Antonio  River. 


Hilt  then  I  love  its  lazy  days' 
Perpetual  blaze  of  bluest  blue, 
And  love  to  bask  as  oft  I  do 
Down  where  the  river  winds  its  ways. 
Where  giant  trees  the  Summer  through 
Seem  halls  that  echo  wizard  lays, 
Where  all  day  long  those  lays  are  heard 
From  throbbing  throat  of  mocking  bird 
Above  the  chorus  crickets  raise. 
Where  most  I  miss  the  purple  hue 
And  scents  of  heaths  and  heather, 
And  where  I  love  to  .sing  the  praise 
Of  Texas  Summer  weather. 

— TriK  B.  B.  IN  Tkxas. 

The  storj-  of  the  river  as  applied  to 
the  public  interests  of  our  city  is  a  story 
to  make  angels  weep  and  to  cause  the 
alligators,  if  our  river  had  any,  not  only 
to  shed  crocodile  tears,  but  to  actually 
feel  sad,  and  this  is  all  the  more  touching 
when  it  is  considered  that  sadness  must 
be  a  feeling  strange  to  animals  of  such 
proverbiallj'  good  digestions.  Of  course 
the  alligators  are  hypothetical,  they 
were  never  pets  of  our  Saint  Anthony.  The  good  saint  in  the  first  place  made 
his  river  too  crooked  for  their  comfort  and  in  the  second  they  concluded  that  he 
and  his  river  were  entirely  too  fresh  for  them,  so  they  returned  to  the  muddy 
bayous  of  Eastern  Texas.  But  this  is  not  to  be  a  history  of  angels  or  alligators, 
but  a  word  or  two  about  a  subject  we  are  just  a  little  chary  of  handling  without 
gl(ncs  ;  this  accounts  for  our  quoting  poetry  and  dragging  angels  in  by  tlic  nim- 
bus and  wandering  off  to  such  irrelevant  subjects  as  alligators. 
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"  We  would  a  round  unvarnished  tale  deliver  "  but  it  is  just  this  way  with 
us — we  don't  know  exactly  whether  to  feel  glad  that  the  Head  of  the  River  is  not  a 
beer  garden — or  to  be  sad  that  a  city  could  sell  so  grand  a  birthright,  not  only  to 
sell  it  but  to  be  so  blind  and  remorseless  that  it  refused  to  buy  it  back  when  it 
had  a  good  chance.     And  as 


lischief  that  is  past  aud  gone 
Is  the  uext  way  to  draw  uew  mischief  on  " 

we  won't  be  sad  about  it.  There  is  such  a  variety  of  ways  of  looking  at  this 
subject  that  we  will  just  state  some  incidents  and  particulars  that  we  know  about, 
nor  rashly  rush  into  any  unseemly  display  of  high  spirits.  The  worst  that  can 
be  said  about  our  splendid  system  of  water  supply  is,  that  "  it  gomes  a  leedle 
high."     The  City  of  San  Antonio  is  a  credit  to  its  Water  Works. 

It  is  said  that  the  first  permanent  settlement  on  the  San  Antonio  river  was 
near  its  head  in  the  year  1692.  Nearly  two  hundred  years  ago.  For  years  after 
this  the  river  source  to  mouth  belonged  to  the  Crown  of  Spain.*  The  first  char- 
ter granted  to  San  Antonio  was  given  by  the  King  of  Spain  in  the  year  1733  or 
'34.  It  only  has  to  be  remembered  that  the  Recapitulation  of  the  Indies  con- 
tained strict  laws  and  rules  concerning  public  water  rights,  to  be  certain  that  the 
wonderful  resources  of  our  river  in  relation  to  public  comfort  and  welfare  were 
duly  remembered.  True,  to  the  Missions  were  granted  the  prior  priviliges,  but 
then  the  Missions  were  one  of  the  many  starting  points  of  our  City's  history. 
Forty  years  afterwards  neither  these  privileges  nor  those  alleged  to  have  been 
conferred  upon  the  Canary  Islanders  were  held  to  interfere  with  the  rights  of  any 
other  citizens  or  settlers  in  and  about  San  Fernando.  And  it  came  to  pass  in 
later  days  when  Texas  had  changed  hands  the  new  City  Government  found  it 
necessary  to  establish  the  boundaries  of  San  Antonio.  This  was  finally  done  in 
the  courts,  all  about  which  doings  can  be  found  in  Texas  Reports,  Vol.  7,  page 
2.S8  et  seq.  And  Giraud  made  the  "  Original  City  Survey."  The  lots  contain- 
ing the  Head  Springs  of  the  river,  or  the  Worth  Springs  as  they  were  called 
about  that  time — because  General  Worth  had  camped  there  with  his  Military 
force — were  accounted,  with  much  other  land,  as  belonging  to  the  City's  public 
domain.  Now,  the  finances  of  the  City  m  the  years  preceeding  ISoO  were  not  in 
the  most  flourishing  condition.  The  Council  hardly  knew  to  what  quarter  they 
should  turn  for  funds  to  build  the  long  talked  of  Court  House,  Jail  and  School 
House.  The  Council  felt  themselves  to  be  "  land  poor."  In  section  eight  of  the 
City  Charter  of  December  14th,  1(S37,  it  was  permitted  that  certain  parcels  of 
Public  Land  might  be  sold.  The  proceeds  of  any  such  sale  to  be  appropriated 
to  the  erection  of  the  buildings  mentioned  and  the'  endowment  of  a  Public 
School.  The  land  was  not  ordered  to  be  sold  until  August  24th,  lS4iL  It  was 
decided  on  October  29th,  1849,  to  erect  such  buildings  and  in  the  following  year, 
September  Gth,  they  were  begun  on  the  northwest  corner  of  the  Military  plaza. 
This,  the  old  "Bat  Cave,"  is  to  be  removed  soon  or  as  soon  as  the  New  City  Hall 
is  completed.  And  this  old  '  Bat  Cave  '  furnished  the  excuse  and  grounds  upon 
which  were  sold  the  City's  lands.  Shortly  after  this  there  was  appointed  by  the 
City  "  a  committee  to  regulate  the  sale  of  the  City  Lands  "  and  on  November  4th, 

*  observe  with  regard  to  this  iu  tlie  article  on  "  The  Upper  Labor  ditch." 
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1S.")2  when  the  folly  was  ripe  another  connnittee  which  had  been  similarly  ap- 
pointed "to  decide  the  manner  of  selling  the  City  property"  reported  to  the 
Council  that  they  had  chosen  Martin  H.  Campbell  licensed  auctioneer  to  sell  the 
City  lands  by  public  outcry.  To  Giraud's  everlasting  credit  be  it  said,  that  he  saw 
the  mistake  that  was  about  to  he  made  and  the  wrong  that  would 
eventually  revert  upon  the  City,  and  to  a  meeting  of  the  Council  on 
November  .sth,  l>i.")2,  he  presented  a  report*  which  was  adopted  strongly 
advising  the  reservation  of  certain  lots  at  the  Head  of  the  River  to  the 
use  of  the  City.  He  thought  it  would  be  a  good  place  for  the  U.  S.  Arsenal  and 
other  public  works.  Whilst  he  was  on  the  subject  he  wished  also  to  recommend 
that  a  Square  be  kept  at  the  San  Pedro  Springs  for  "  a  male  college."  Also  that 
certain  hard  stone  quarries  on  the  City  properties  be  not  sold,  and  the  wi.se  Engi- 
neer continues  to  beg  the  Honorable  Body  to  reserve  and  make  a  road  upon  the 
east  bank  of  the  river,  twenty  varas  wide,  also  a  similar  road  on  the  east  side  of 
the  Alamo  Madre  ditch,  "  as  near  the  river  and  ditch  as  they  may  be  placed  con- 
sistently with  public  interests."  But  alas  !  on  that  very  day,  November  Sth, 
l>i-">J.  Lot  'U,  Range  1,  District  No.  2,  containing  11 Z,,'*,,  acres  had  been  .sold 
b\'  the  auctioneer  upon  the  usual  terms,  20  per  cent,  cash  down,  the  rest  in  fifty 
years  bearing  interest  at  S  per  cent,  per  annum,  for  the  sum  of  $S2U.  Also 
lot  oil,  same  Range  and  District  containing  12, •"„■'„,  same  terms,  for  the  sum  of 
8l>-')'), — both  to  Alderman  J.  R.  Sweet.  Lot  .'U  is  the  land  upon  which  was 
erected  the  old  Sweet  Homestead,  and  the  lot  upon  which  the  fine  residence  of 
Mr.  Brackenridge  now  stands  adjoining  it.  These  lots  were  the  nucleus  of  that 
most  desirable  property'  that  is  generally  known  as  the  "old  Sweet  place,"  with- 
out doubt  one  of  the  most  beautiful,  if  not  the  most  beautiful,  places  in  Texas,  its 
woodland  grace  and  parklike  beauty  so  heightened  by  the  perpetual  mystery  of 
its  profound  and  noble  springs.  This  is  the  Head  of  the  River.  There  are  other 
fine  properties  in  this  neighborhood  with  exceptional  water  advantages  and  privi- 
leges, but  this  property-  was  reallj'  the  kej-  to  the  situation,  the  Ojo  de  Agua,  the 
birthright  of  the  cit}-.  The  "vSweet  place"  included  besides  the  two  already  men- 
tioned, five  other  lots,  originally  sold  at  the  same  time  by  the  City  to  various  pur- 
chasers, but  all  finally  acquired  by  Mr.  Sweet  b\'  the  summer  of  18-")9,  and  by 
him  sold  on  August  2yth  is.")'.),  to  Mr.  G.  W.  Barnes,  ofSavanah,  Ga.  These 
other  lots  were  Nos.  'in  and  ?>\,  Range  1,  District  ■>:  something  over  twentj-  acres 
apiece  .sold  by  the  City  to  Franc-ois  Marchant,  Marchant  and  City  to  Sweet 
through  the  sheriff".  Lots  Nos.  2s  and  2ii,  Range  1,  District  2,  sold  bj-  the  City  to 
T.  J.  Devine,  Nov.  8th,  lS.j2,  by  Devine  to  O'Hara,  by  O'Hara  to  Sweet.  Lot 
32,  Range  1,  District  No.  2,  sold  by  the  City  to  Geo.  M.  Martin,  by  Martin  to 
Sweet  in  ls.")'.i.  These  seven  original  Cit}'  lots  formed  the  "Sweet  property"  and 
this,  G.  \V.  Barnes  owned  for  just  ten  years  when  he  sold  it  to  Mrs.  Isabella  H. 
Brackenridge,  September  loth  18U').  It  is  now  owned  by  Mr.  Geo.  W.  Bracken- 
ridge, the  well  known  banker  and  president  of  our  Water  Works,  who  has  by 
many  improvements,  additions  and  wise  investment,  made  it  what  it  is  to-day — 
an    invaluable   possession.      If  the  story  of  our  City's  iiegligence  and  folly  had 

'  It  \n)iild  be  iuterestiug  to  htar  wliat  good  the  adoption  of  tliis  Report  ever  did  for  the  City  of  Sau 
.■\iitouio,  and  further  to  learn  «hy  the  members  of  the  Honorable  Body  themselves  paid  so  little  heed  oi  respect 
toils  purport.  And  was  it  not  this  same  qncstion  which  so  agitated  the  honest  .soul  of  our  good  Alderman 
Mackey.  some  two  years  ago.  ? 
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ended  here  in  the  sale  of  her  finest  heritage,  it  would  hardly  be  worth  while  to 
waste  further  space.  But  there  is  a  sequel,  a  lesson  it  is  well  for  the  rising  gen- 
eration of  electors  and  embr^-o  aldermen  to  take  to  heart. 

It  is  highly  probable  that  Mr.  Brackenridge,  with  his  keen  instinct  for  real 
values,  did  not  underate  the  prize.  It  is  moreover  not  wholly  surmise  upon  which 
it  might  be  averred  that  he  saw  that  the  City  ought  to  be  the  owner  of  this  mag- 
nificent property.  He  sees  it  to-day,  but  now  as  before  he  does  not  underate  his 
possession,  as  far  as  their  value  to  the  City  is  concerned.  The  Head  of  the  River 
property  and  the  Water  Works  are  too  closely  linked  together  by  mutual  interesst, 
to  allow  a  consideration  of  them  apart.  That  Mr.  Brackenridge  was  willing  to 
part  with  the  Head  of  the  River  at  all,  is  an  indication  of  some  disinterestedness, 
but  what  speaks  more  loudly  for  this,  is,  that  he  was  willing  to  part  with  it  at  not 
an  immoderate  price.  His  terms  are  sufficient  proof  of  this  to-day.  The 
area  of  the  Sweet  tract  was  altogether  108  acres  more  or  less.  This  with  im- 
provements and  some  important  additions,  Mr.  Brackenridge  on  Januarj^  16th 
1S72,  offered  to  sell  to  the  City  for  the  sum  of  $50,000.  He  offered  it  upon  easier 
terms  than  those  upon  which  the  City  had  sold  its  lands  twenty  years  before,  ex- 
cept that  he  was  the  better  judge  of  values.  He  did  not  even  ask  for  the  '20  per 
cent.,  ca.sh  down,  it  appears.  He  would,  he  said,  rent  the  place  for  $4,000  per 
annum,  the  exact  amount  of  interest  he  asked,  viz  8  per  cent.,  the  money  in  fifty 
years.  It  seems  almost  incredable,  yet  if  the  very  full  reports  and  large  corres- 
pondence may  be  relied  upon,  the.se  are  true  particulars.  His  offer  was  read  and 
accepted  on  January  22d  by  some  members  of  the  council  and  Mayor  Thielepape, 
yet  there  must  have  been  a  division  of  opinion  among  the  members.  The  matter 
at  once  became  a  subject  of  consuming  interest  in  the  town.  The  newspapers 
were  full  of  it.  People  for  the  time  talked  of  nothing  else.  A  most  prophetic 
letter,  viewed  in  the  light  of  subsequent  developments,  appeared  in  the  San  An- 
tonio Herald  over  the  signature  of  "Citizen"  on  Februar}'  2nd  1872.  It  strongly 
urged  that  the  purchase  be  consummated  and  pointed  out  that  the  price  and  term? 
were  reasonable.  The  misguided  faction  won  the  day.  Governor  Davis  on 
March  12th  put  a  check  upon  the  proceedings.  The  Secretary  of  State  with  many 
others  unfortunately,  threw  what  influence  they  possessed,  unwittingly,  against  the 
best  interests  of  the  community.  On  March  27th  Governor  Davis  appointed  Mr. 
Newton  in  the  place  of  Thielepape  removed,  and  effectually  threw  the  business 
into  abeyance.  Thielepape,  as  long  as  he  had  the  power,  without  doubt  had  done 
all  he  could  to  clinch  the  bargain.  He  said  he  saw  that  the  purchase  would 
prove  to  be  a  bargain  for  the  City.  It  must  be  acknowledged  that  the  odds  are 
that  he  did,  and  that  he  was  much  more  of  a  prophet  than  the  majority  of  his 
fellow  citizens.  Another  clear  case  of  the  minority  being  in  the  right.  On  April 
3rd  a  special  committee  of  four — Their  names? — It  matters  not — was  appointed  by 
the  council  "to  test  the  finality  of  Ex-Mayor  Thielepape' s  contract  with  Mr. 
Brackenridge.  This  committee  on  May  (ith,  causes  the  alleged  purchase  to  be 
revoked  and  rescinded.  Of  course  this  proceeding  does  not  satisfy  Mr.  Bracken- 
ridge so  on  August  ord,  he  tenders  the  rent  for  the  property  he  has  been  occupy- 
ing. This  is  refused  by  Mayor  Newton.  Not  even  content  with  this  and  fear- 
ing a  cloud  on  his  title,  Mr.  Brackenridge  enters  suit  to  trj-  and   compel  the  City 
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to   its  obligations.     This  suit   was  however   very  amicably  settled  in  November 
187-J.     The  alleged  contract  being  declared  null  and  void. 

This  is  the  true  story  of  how  and  why  the  City  of  San  Antonio  to-day  does 
not  own  the  property  commonly  called  "The  Head  of  the  River."  And  where,  O 
where  are  your  twenty  vara  roads — good  honest  hearted  Giraud?! 

It  has  already  been  said  what  a  lovely  river  the  San  Antonio  is,  what  a  source 
of  blessing  it  is,  and  how  it  meanders  and  winds  up  and  down,  "  in  and  out  and 
around  about"  the  City,  that  this  is  mentioned  again  must  be  excused  for  we  have 
acquired  the  San  Antonian  love  for  this  dear  stream,  and  we  leave  the  sentiment 
with  regret  to  talk  of  iron  pipes,  contracts,  engineers  and  incorporaters,  and 
suchlike  soulless  articles  and  beings. 


The  Water  Works. 

That  our  best  water  brought  by  coiuluits  hither. 

— Coriolanus,  .\ct  ii,  Scene  iii. 

The  first  "Water  Works"  of  San  Antonio  were  of  course  the  early  irrigation 
ditches,  supplemented  by  shallow  wells.  The  abundance  of  water,  apparently 
pure,  but  really  impure  bj-  reason  of  generations  of  drainage  over  and  through 
accumulations  of  filth,  was  a  stumbling  block  to  the  minds  of  the  less 
enlightened  citizens.  The  constant  preaching  however  of  those  who  knew  to 
those  who  wished  to  know,  at  last  made  a  system  of  Water  Works  possible  in  the 
community.  Verj'  gradually  the  conversion  went  on,  until  to-daj'  ever}'  citizen 
of  us  is  alive  to  the  importance  of  the  handy  profusion  of  sweet  pure  water,  and 
keenly  sensible  of  the  tremendous  growth  year  by  year  in  monetary  value  of 
"The  Water  Works"  property.  The  water  question  was  in  constant  agitation 
from  the  date  of  the  last  visitation  of  cholera  in  1866.  Many  suggestions  and 
offers  were  made  and  discussed,  but  the  first  reall}-  definite  proposition  was  made 
in  May  lS7o,  by  Mr.  Geo.  M.  Maverick,  but  it  fell  through.  In  April  1875  there 
was  a  meeting  to  consider  an  offer  made  by  '  'The  National  Water  Works  Company" 
of  New  York.  The  offer  was  refused.  The  matter  did  not  abate  in  interest,  how- 
ever, for  on  May  .'Id,  lx~'>,  a  meeting  was  called,  and  held  on  the  6th  at  the 
Menger  Hotel,  at  which  much  was  said  in  favor  of  a  S3-stem  of  Water  Works  for 
the  City.  It  was  hard  Missionary  work.  September  3d  a  company  was  sug- 
gested, in  spite  of  apathy  and  indifference  prevailing,  of  which  Mr.  H.  B.  Adams 
was  to  be  President  and  F.  Giraud  Secretary.  The  time,  however,  was  not  quite 
ripe,  and  this  company  was  never  probably  fully  organized. 

On  April  .'kl,  1S77,  the  City  of  San  Antonio  gave  the  original  contract  of  the 
San  Antonio  Water  Works  Company  to  J.  B.  Lacoste  and  associates,  in  which 
the  latter  were  to  supply  the  City  of  San  Antonio  with  water,  using  the  Head  of 
the  San  Antonio  River  as  a  source  of  supply.  The  work  was  to  be  begun  "  six 
months  from  the  date  of  the  arrival  of  the  Railroad,"  and  to  be  finished  within 
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fifteen  months  from  and  after  April  3d,  1877.  This  arrangement  as  to  time  was 
literally  carried  out.  The  storage  reservoir  was  to  be  completed  within  two  years 
from  April  3d,  1877.  The  City  of  San  Antonio  agreed  to  lease  to  J.  B.  Lacoste 
and  associates  for  a  reservoir,  six  acres  of  ground  on  the  upper  or  western  part  of 
Rock  Quarry  Road,  and  also  the  property  at  the  head  of  the  Upper  Ivabor  Ditch, 
"  heretofore  set  aside  by  the  City  for  the  purposes  of  Water  Works,"  so  long  as 
this  contract  continues  in  force.  Permission  for  the  Company  to  use  rock  from 
the  City  quarries  was  also  given. 

The  contract  "  shall  subsist  "  for  a  period  of  twenty-five  years  from  the  com- 
pletion of  said  works,  at  the  end  of  which  time  the  City  shall  have  the  right  to 
buy  the  works  at  an  appraised  value,  but  if  the  City  does  not  buy  back  at  the  end 
of  twenty-five  years,  the  contract  shall  run  until  the  works  are  purchased,  and 
the  right  to  purchase  the  same  shall  inure  to  the  City  every  five  years  thereafter, 
the  City  to  give  twelve  months'  notice  of  its  intention  to  buy. 

The  amended  contract  or  ordinance  was  made  on  January  i^lJth,  1881,  when 
Mr.  J.  H.  French  was  mayor,  and  when  Mr.  Brackenridge  had  acquired  the  con- 
trol of  the  Water  Works  Company,  he  being  President  of  the  Company  at  that 
date.  The  features  of  the  amendment  were  the  relinquishment  by  the  City  of  the 
rental  of  $500  per  annum,  that  the  Company  was  to  pay  taxes  on  an  assessment 
up  to  the  amount  of  $250,000,  and  that  at  the  expiration  of  the  contract  if  the 
City  should  ' '  avail  itself  of  the  right  to  purchase,  and  the  parties  cannot  agree  as 
to  price,  the  matter  is  to  be  decided  by  arbitration." 

To  return  to  the  work  done  by  J.  B.  Lacoste  and  associates  under  the  original 
contract.  Credit  must  be  given  to  the  first  engineer  of  the  works,  Mr.  W.  R. 
Freeman,  for  the  simple  and  effective  scheme  to  utilize  the  water  power  of  the 
River  to  pump  the  water  of  the  Head  to  a  still  higher  level,  to  obtain  sufficient 
pressure.  The  reservoir,  was  not  constructed  upon  the  site  originally  selected, 
but  on  the  summit  of  a  higher  hill  in  the  eastern  vicinity  of  the  Head  of  the 
River.  The  raceway,  however,  was  constructed  as  designed  without  interfering 
to  any  appreciable  degree  with  the  supply  of  water  to  the  irrigation  ditches. 
And  the  turbines  did  good  service  for  many  years.  The  works  were  duly 
finished  under  the  original  contract,  and  upon  completion,  they  were  tested  and 
re-tested,  and  on  July  oth,  1878,  Mr.  J.  P.  Newcomb,  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Water  Works,  etc.,  reported  to  the  Council  that  the  Water  Works  had 
been  duly  finished  on  July  3d,  1878,  and  recommended  that  the  following  reso- 
lution be  adopted  :  "  Resolved,  That  the  City  of  San  Antonio  herebj'  formally 
accept  the  Water  Works  constructed  by  J.  B.  Lacoste  and  associates  under  the 
contract  made  with  the  City  under  Section  560  of  Digest  of  Revised  Ordinances. 
This  acceptance  to  date  from  od  day  of  July,  1878."  This  report  and  the 
accompanying  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted  July  5th,  1878. 

There  was  for  some  time  but  poor  patronage  for  the  Water  Works.  People 
had  to  be  educated  to  the  importance  of  their  new  acquisition.  Prejudice  had  to 
be  overcome.  Mr.  Lacoste  disposed  of  his  interest,  and  the  Works  took  a  new  lease 
of  life  under  the  Brackenridge  rule.  With  a  serene  faith  in  the  future  of  the 
City,  Mr.  Brackenridge  has  yearly  put  and  advised  his  Company  to  put  thousands 
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and  thousands  of  dollars  undergroniKl,  until  to-day  the  City  has  a  vast  network 
of  iron  pipes. 

For  several  j-ears  there  have  been  factions,  each  having  a  different  opinion 
as  to  the  proper  mode  of  settling  this  question  as  to  the  ownership  of  the  Works. 
For  a  long  time  previous  to  188-5  attacks  on  the  validity  of  the  contract  were 
constant  from  certain  quarters.  This,  however,  was  temporarily  set  at  rest  by  an 
exhaustive  opinion  by  Mr.  S.  G.  Newton,  who  was  City  Attorney  in  that  year. 
He  decided  :  "I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  City  Administration  was  authorized 
under  its  Charter  to  make  the  contract,  and  that  the  contract  contains  no  pro- 
visions that  invalidate  it."  Others  again  now  advocate  that  the  Citj-  should  con- 
demn the  property.  This  policy  could  not  be  defended  upon  any  ju.st  ground, 
for  it  behooves  a  City  Council  or  Corporation  to  be  as  just  and  honest  as  the  indi- 
vidual. The  purchase  of  the  Water  Works  is,  as  we  go  to  press,  the  burning 
question  of  the  hour.  An  offer  from  the  San  Antonio  Water  Works  to  sell  the 
Works  for  S2,()0(),00()  is  before  the  people.  Mayor  Callaghan  with  characteristic 
foresight  is  strongly  in  favor  of  the  purchase.  Being  a  man  of  progress  and  hav- 
ing in  view  first  and  foremost  the  best  interests  of  the  City,  he  urges  upon  the 
citizens  the  necessity  of  a  system  of  sewers.  Such  a  work  he  argues  cannot  be 
econoniicallv  carried  out  unless  the  control  of  water  is  in  the  hands  of  the  own- 
ers of  the  system  of  sewers.  Water  is  indispensable  to  the  best  systems. 
"Recogni/.ing, "  he  says,  "the  growing  needs  of  the  citizens  for  proper  sewage 
works,"  he  held,  "that  a  water  supply  was  of  utmost  necessity  and  consideration, 
and  to  this  end  he  would  urge  the  purchase  of  the  Water  Works  plant."  The 
citizens  trust  him.  Nothing  he  has  done  has  forfeited  this  confidence.  He  has 
done  much  to  win  it.  Yet  no  one  knows  better  than  he  that  from  some  quarters 
he  will  get  hard  knocks  for  his  pains.  No  one  cares  less  for  hard  knocks  when  he 
thinks  himself  to  Ije  in  the  right.  It  is  this  independent  and  progressive  spirit 
that  has  earned  for  him  a  long  lease  of  the  Maj'or's  seat.  A  lease  that  is  not 
likely  soon  to  expire  unless  he  seeks  or  has  thrust  upon  him  the  honor  of  repre- 
senting this  district  in  the  National  Congress.  His  influence  is  almost  an 
assurance  that  the  purchase  will  be  favorably  voted  upon  by  the  citizens  on  Sep- 
tember oOth.  It  has  been  shown  how  on  a  former  occasion,  the  citizens  by 
opposing  a  farseeing  Mayor  (Thielepape  in  1872),  upon  a  similar  question,  in  a 
great  measure  sowed  the  seeds  of  the  harvest  that  to-day  has  to  be  gathered.  It 
is  wisest  to  make  the  best  of  the  crop  as  it  stands. 

It  is  not  within  the  scope  of  this  sketch  to  discuss  the  financial  aspect  of  the 
question.  But  it  occurs  that  the  Water  Works  enjoys  a  large  income  (which  has 
hitherto  been  spent  in  developing),  therefore  the  purchase  could  not  actually  be  a 
burden  on  the  City;  although  theorists  would  try  so  to  prove.  Not  to  mention 
the  value  of  Real  Estate  which  the  offer  includes.  Many  of  the  City's  influential 
men  favor  the  project.  The  ([uestion  is  to  be  decided  by  a  vote  of  the  tax-pay- 
ers, on  September  .'iOth,  ISDO.  Mr.  Brackenridge  in  a  recent  interview,  expressed 
himself  decidedh'    as  follows  : 

"Now,  the  stockholders,  after  sowing  for  thirteen  years,  with  the  hope  of 
ultimately  harvesting,  think  it  a  little  hard  that  their  large  expenditure  of 
patience  and   money  should  be  met  by  pulilic  clamor,  as  though  they  had  perpe- 
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trated  some  great  wrong  upon  the  community,  instead  of  having  added  a  valuable 
and  necessary  property  to  the  City.  Yet  they  believe  strongly  in  the  justice 
of  mankind  and  feel  confident  that  the  stockholders  of  the  Water  Works  will  be 
permitted  to  reap  the  benefits  which  they  feel  are  due  them.  Should  ii  be  con- 
sidered necessary  for  the  public  good  to  deprive  them  of  their  property,  and 
rights  under  their  franchise,  they  think  they  will  be  honestly  and  fairly  dealt 
with." 

"  The  Water  Works  were  constructed  in  1S77,  at  a  time  when  the  City  was 
unwilling  or  unable  to  do  anything,  and  the  citizens  would  have  nothing  to  do 
with  the  scheme,  giving  it  neither  countenance  nor  credit,  believing  that  it  would 
be  a  very  great  advantage  to  the  city,  and  of  little  benefit  to  the  stockholders. 
These  were,  I  believe,  the  views  entertained  by  very  nearly  all  the  citizens, 
including  myself.  At  present  the  Company  is  completing  what  the  stockholders 
hoped  would  be  the  last  large  addition  in  the  plant,  necessary  to  be  made  during 
the  continuance  of  its  contract  with  the  city.  I  can  say  truly,  that,  so  far,  they 
have  received  less  interest  on  their  investment  than  any  citizen  in  San  Antonio 
would  be  willing  to  accept,  even  upon  the  most  undoubted  and  infallible  invest- 
ment. There  has  been  paid  them  less  than  2  per  cent,  per  annum  upon  the  amount 
invested  to  the  present  time.  For  the  first  seven  years  the  officers  contented 
themselves  to  work  without  salaries.  I  traveled  over  the  country  at  my  own 
expense  to  make  contracts  for  pipe  and  material." 

The.se  articles  on  the  Head  of  the  River  and  the  Water  Works  are  inserted  in 
this  work  in  the  belief  that,  whether  the  vote  goes  for  or  against  the  purchase,  the 
historical  matter  they  contain  will  be  of  more  than  mere  passing  interest. 


San  Antonio  as  a  Health  Resort. 

•"If  a  man  wants  lo  die  tliirre  ht:  lunsl  go  somewhere  else." 

—Geo.  Wii.kinsKkndall,  1S1:5. 

To  those  that  are  aftected  with  throat  and  lung  troubles,  San  Antonio  and 
its  vicinity  undoubtedly  stand  pre-eminent  in  interest  at  the  head  of  the  list  of 
the  health  resorts  of  this  continent;  its  pure  and  dry  air,  and  the  facilities  its 
neighborhood  affords  for  obtaining  varied  temperatures,  in  the  high  lands  North, 
or  the  low  lands  South  to  suit  the  subject  or  case,  are  advantages  which  speak 
for  themselves. 

The  editor  of  this  Guide  was  anxious  to  obtain  what  he  felt  to  be  a  disinter- 
ested estimate  of  these  advantages,  and  found  it  when  least  expecting  it:  he  gives 
an  old  opinion,  but  he  feels  it  to  be  the  better  for  the  thirty  years  during  which 
it  has  Ijeen  put  to  the  proof  It  stands  as  just  to-day  as  when  it  was  written, 
and  has  everything  to  recommend  it  to  health-seekers.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that 
it  does  not  touch  upon  one  imjiortant  item,  the  northers.  Our  northers  have 
been  much  noised  about,  and  the  rapid  changes  that  these  boisterous  visitor.s 
cause  during  our  short  winter,  have  been  much  objected  to.  The  writer's  eight 
}-ears  of  experience  has  taught  him  that  their  bark  is  far  wor.se  than  their  bite; 
that  in  the  severest  stress  it  is  never  quite  .so  cold  as  it  seems;  the  wind  is  cer- 
tainly trying  as  long  as  it  lasts,  but  out  of  the  wind,  and  you  are  out  of  the 
Norther.  They  are  easily  avoided  if  an  invalid  desires  to  do  so,  all  one  has  to 
do  is  to  keep  indoors,  the}-  are  invariablj'  of  short  duration,  lasting  three  or  four 
days  at  most  at  a  time:  they  come  very  suddenly,  it  is  true,  but  they  as  sudddenlj- 
leave,  and  it  should  be  remembered  by  visitors  that  they  alwaj'S  come  from  a 
northerly  direction,  necessarily  therefore,  from  a  much  colder  climate  than  our 
own  Sunny  South.  Tlie  longer  one  lives  in  Texas  the  better  he  likes  the  North- 
ers; they  are  to  a  Texan  an  impersonation  almost  of  everything  that  is  bracing 
and  in\-ig(irating,  and  they  are  oftener  welcomed  with  a  leaji  and  a  whistle  than 
met  with  eomi)Iainings. 

The  extracts  that  follow  further  on,  are  from  a  letter  written  many  years 
ago  by  an  invalid  who  had  .sought  San  Antonio  as  a  health  resort,  and  who  appar- 
ently found  relief  The  letter  was  published  as  far  back  as  IHoS  in  the  New 
Orleans  Crescent.  It  furnishes,  an  unbia.sed  and  independent  opinion  by  one 
who  had  had  much  experience,  of  the  restorative  qualities  of  the  climate  of  San 
Antonio,  all  the  more  unbiased  and  telling  if  it  is  considered  that  the  climate 
was  at  that  time  passing  through  its  probationary  period,  and  that  to-day,  more 
than  thirty  years  after,  San  .\utonio  stands  unchallenged  as  a  re-sort,  unequalled 
for  restorative  qualities  for  lung  and  throat  troubles.  The  letter  is  given  almost 
as  it  stands  in  the  old  file,  only  such  paragrai)hs  are  eliminated  as  .speak  dispar- 
agingly of  certain  malarial  districts  of  Southeast  Texas,  of  the  stages,  "which  are 
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running  daih-  and  weekly"  [and  which  have  long  ago  given  place  to  the  iron 
horse,]  and  of  the  "white  lime  dust  that  is  confined  entirely  to  the  business  por- 
tion of  San  Antonio,  and  which  does  not  affect  the  outskirts,  which  present  within 
an  area  of  six  miles  the  best  situation  which  I  have  seen  for  the  enjoyment  of 
pure  air,  and  cool  and  refreshing  breezes."  This  "white  lime  dust"  has  never 
existed  to  the  j'ounger  generation  in  San  Antonio,  and  is  an  utter  impossibility 
in  the  business  portions  of  a  now  important  city,  which  are  paved,  some,  with  mes- 
quite  blocks,  some,  macadamized,  and  all  kept  thoroughly  well  sprinkled. 

The  writer  is  spoken  of  as  being  "a  citizen  of  Mobile,  and  has  no  other 
interest  in  the  subject  matter  than  to  disseminate  truth  for  the  general  benefit." 

"July  2.5th,  18-38. 
Editors  of  the  Crescent: 

The  superiority  of  the  climate  of  Western  Texas  over  that  of  other  sections, 
which  have  heretofore  been  resorted  to  for  the  cure  of  pulmonary  diseases  is 
certainly  very  great.  To  me  it  is  the  most  important  feature  which  Texas  pre- 
sents. I  have  experienced  to  a  limited  extent  its  curative  influence;  and,  from 
what  I  have  seen,  felt,  and  heard  of  it,  I  am  induced  to  believe  that  if  fully 
understood  and  appreciated  by  the  country  at  large.  Western  Texas  would  .speed- 
ily become  the  most  favored  resort  on  the  Continent  for  persons  aiiiicted  with 
diseases  of  the  throat  and  lungs. 

As  far  back  as  I  can  remember  the  Medical  Faculty  of  the  United  States 
have  been  in  the  habit  of  recommending  patients  afflicted  with  pnlmonarj-  disease 
to  cross  the  ocean,  or  take  a  trip  on  the  sea — to  visit  Cuba,  or  take  up  their  resi- 
dence in  Florida,  or  some  other  Southern  state.  The  discoverj-  of  Gold  in 
California  led  to  the  di.scovery  of  the  beneficial  effects  of  the  rarified  atmosphere 
of  the  plains  on  pulmonarj-  diseases.  Manj-  cases  of  laryngitis,  bronchitis  and  of 
confirmed  consumption  were  said  to  have  been  entirely  cured  by  crossing  the 
Continent  to  California.  The  facts  sustained  by  reports  received  since  from  the 
interior  of  A.sia,  have  roused  the  Medical  Faculty,  and  the  re.sult  is  that  the  most 
intelligent  of  them  now  believe  that  sea  breezes  and  humid  atmosphere  are  very 
injurious  in  cases  of  pulmonary*  disea.se,  and  that  the  best  localities  for  them  are 
those  where  rarified  atmosphere  prevails. 

Such  localities  are  not  to  be  found  near  the  Atlantic  or  Gulf  coasts.  The 
atmosphere  there  is  necessarily  humid  and  of  course  too  heav}*  for  the  weak  lungs 
of  a  consumptive  to  respire  with  ease.  It  is  also  impregnated  with  .salt  which  is 
extremely  irritating  to  the  throat  and  huigs.  It  is  said  that  in  the  interior  of 
Cuba  and  of  Florida,  this  irritating  atmosphere  does  not  exist.  This  may  be  cor- 
rect, biit  in  its  stead  is  a  malarious  atmosphere  which  keeps  the  consumptive  in 
continual  fever  and  thus  accelerates  his  disease.  Humidity,  too,  in  both  Cuba 
and  Florida,  cannot  be  otherwise  than  great.  The  water  which  surrounds  them 
and  is  held  in  their  soils  and  on  their  surfaces  is  sufficient  to  prove  this.  In  fact, 
there  is  no  place  in  the  Gulf  or  Carribbean  sea,  nor  within  one  thousand  miles 
of  our  Atlantic  coast,  that  presents  so  favorable  a  climate  for  those  who  are 
afflicted  with  pulnionarj'  disease  as  Western  Texas.  I  know  this  to  be  true.  I 
.speak  from  experience. 
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l"or  three  years  before  my  arrival  in  Western  Texas.  I  was  afflicted  with 
laryngitis.  During  that  period  I  tried  various  localities  on  the  Atlantic  and  Gulf 
coasts,  and  in  the  interior  of  Florida  and  other  states,  and  I  found  that  the  farther 
I  removed  from  the  .sea,  and  from  lakes,  ponds,  swamps,  and  rich  cultivated 
soils,  the  better  I  felt.  When  exposed  to  winds  which  blew  over  .swamps,  river 
bottoms,  or  still  bodies  of  water,  I  invariably  experienced  a  choking  sensation. 
At  all  times  and  in  all  places  I  suffered  in  proportion  to  the  humidity  of  the  sur- 
rounding atmo.sphere.  So  sensitive  was  my  throat  to  dampness  that  I  could  tell 
the  approach  of  rain,  even  before  there  was  anj-  apparent  indication  of  it  in  the 
heavens.  When  the  atmosphere  was  dense  and  heavy  with  moisture,  my  throat 
was  clogged  with  mucus;  nut  when  it  was  dr}-,  the  mucus  did  not  cling  with 
such  tenacity  to  the  membrane,  and  there  was  less  of  it.  This,  together  with  my 
experience  in  medical  remedies,  induced  me  to  believe  that  nothing  but  a  dr>-, 
rarified  atmo.sphere  would  restore  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  larynx  to  healthy 
action.  Unfortunately  for  me,  I  was  not  governed  by  that  discovery  until  the 
disease  had  reached  my  lungs.  After  being  confined  to  my  bed  three  months,  on 
the  coast,  I  set  out  for  San  Antonio.  On  my  arrival  there  I  was  verj-  weak  and 
feeble,  suffered  much  from  pain  in  my  lungs,  and  was  not  able  to  do  anything 
which  required  auj-  phj-sical  strength. 

I  am  now,  after  a  lap.se  of  two  months,  able  to  walk  two  miles  without  being 
fatigued,  and  can  write  about  three  hours  each  day.  This  improvement  I  attribute 
to  the  purer,  dry,  light  atmosphere  which  prevails  here  the  greater  part  of  the 
time.  My  improvement,  however,  has  not  been  so  rapid  as  that  of  many  others 
of  whom  I  have  heard.  This  may  be  in  consequence  of  difference  in  the  natural 
strength  of  constitution.  ********** 

That  the  atmosphere  is  usually  dry  and  light  there  can  be  no  doubt.  The 
intense,  piercing  heat  of  the  sun,  the  quick  changes  of  rain  clouds  from  black  to 
white,  and  their  sudden  expansion  as  they  pass  over  the  land  towards  the  West, 
together  with  many  other  things,  stich  as  the  impos.sibility  of  producing  mildew, 
etc.,  prove  it.  ******** 

If  the  atmosphere  here  .should  not  prove  to  be  drj'  enough  for  particular 
cases,  excellent  facilities  are  afforded  for  removal  westwardly  where  the  rarefac- 
tion increases  in  proportation  to  the  distance  traveled  towards  the  "Colorado 
Ue.sert,"  which  affords  the  lightest  and  driest  atmosphere  on  the  Continent.  If 
the  temperature  .should  be  too  high  for  other  cases  a  lower  temperature  can  be 
found  by  proceeding  northwardly  to  the  mountainous  country.  At  a  distance  of 
seventy  miles  is  Fredericksburg,  which,  according  to  its  elevation  above  and  dis- 
tance from  San  Antonio,  is,  in  temperature,  equal  to  seven  and  two-thirds  degrees 
further  north.  And  there  are  many  other  places  of  much  greater  altitude  within 
one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  of  San  Antonio.         ***** 

It  is  not  change  of  temperature  which  the  consumptive  needs,  hut  a  light. 
dry  atmo.sphere,  free  from  irritating  and  feveri.sh  influences."         *         *         * 

Remarking  upon  this  letter,  Dr.  Cupples  said:  "That  is,  I  think,  a  pretty 
fair  estimate  of  the  case,  for  a  laj-man.  He  did  not  know  enough  about  the  sub- 
ject to  speak  quite  correctly,  for  instance,  salt  is  not  irritating  to  the  throat  and 
lungs  in  such  a  form,   that  is  to  say,   naturally  in   the  air,   and   it  corrects  the 
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humidity,  which  is  an  advantage.  I  believe  the  summer  heat  is  somewhat  inju- 
rious, not  so  much  on  account  of  its  intensity,  but  the  duration  of  it — it  becomes 
wearisome  to  an  invalid.  The  northers  need  not  be  considered — they  are  not 
really  so  cold  as  they  seem,  and  as  you  say,  they  are  invigorating  and  bracing, 
especially  to  those  acclimated.  San  Antonio  is  a  desirable  winter  resort  for 
invalids.  The  winter  climate  is  good.  As  to  northers,  if  anyone  is  afraid  of 
them — there  being  always  a  warning  before  a  norther — it  is  easy  to  avoid  them 
by  staying  indoors.  The  advantages  of  our  climate  are,  freedom  from  colds,  and 
the  fact  that  all  of  our  houses  are  freely  and  naturally  ventilated,  the  average 
weather  permitting  all  of  our  windows  and  doors  to  be  left  constantly  open, 
insuring  pure  air." 


'N^      t^^^<^^ 
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In  presenting  any  remarks  on  the  subject  of  this  title,  in  a  work  ot  the 
present  character,  it  is  importatit  to  avoid  injudicious  exploiting  and  rash  state- 
ments. 

The  following  observations  aim  simply  to  describe  the  face  of  the  country  as 
it  actually  is,  and  not  to  draw  immature  bills  on  the  future  or  to  anticipate,  by 
one  jot,  the  prosperity  it  is  destined  to  enjoy.  Man}-  statistics  have  been  pur- 
posely avoided,  and  the  reader  is  presented  with  an  idea  of  the  country,  which  is 
the  fruit  of  ten  years'  journeyings  throughout  its  length  and  breadth. 

This  article  must  be  confined  to  sovie  of  the  Resources  of  Western  Texas.  The 
title  is  both  vast  and  vague.  For  the  Resources  are  but  partially  known  and 
still  less  developed,  whilst  the  region  itself  is  a  somewhat  indeterminate 
Geographical  expression. 
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As  a  fair  geiierali/.ation  we  will  discuss  the  country  lying  west  of  the  Colo- 
rado. By  a  glance  at  the  map.  this  will  be  .seen  to  be  a  great  plain,  .sloping  from 
the  northwest  to  the  southeast,  and  drained  by  the  following  principal  rivers, 
flowing — with  the  exception  of  the  tributaries  of  the  Rio  Grande — in  the  direc- 
tion indicated.  The,v  are  the  Colorado,  Concho,  San  Saba,  Llano  and  Per- 
denalis,  Guadalupe  and  San  Marcos,  the  San  Antonio  and  Medina,  the  Frio, 
Sabinal,  Nueces,  Los  Moras,  San  Felipe,  Devil's  River,  the  Pecos  and  Rio 
Grande. 

Nearly  all  these  streams  head  in  bold  springs  of  the  clearest  water,  whose 
hanks  are  of  great  natural  beauty  and  whose  volume  never  varies. 

In  the  lower  counties,  the  Frio,  Sabinal  and  Nueces  .sometimes  disappear 
from  the  surface  in  extremely  dry  weather.  They,  however,  continue  to  flow 
underground  and  always  maintain  abundant  pools  for  stock  and  other  purposes. 
These  valleys  are  agricultural — more  especially  the  eastern  ones — and  with 
occasional  irrigation,  .such  as  is  practiced  at  San  Antonio  and  some  points  on  the 
Rio  Grande,  might  become  the  granary  of  the  continent. 

The  intervening  prairies  are  given  up  mostly  to  stock-raising,  and  are  the 
finest  breeding  grounds  of  the  world. 

All  of  this  immen.se  territory  has  more  or  less  intimate  relations  with  the 
City  of  San  Antonio  de  Bexar,  which  has  ever  been  the  nursing  mother  of  its 
phenomenal  growth. 

So  true  a  parent  has  San  Antonio  been  to  this  region,  that,  even  within  the 
past  ten  years,  happenings  and  belongings  anywhere  within  its  borders  have 
always  had  a  local  savor  in  the  streets  of  "  Santone."  Was  it  a  cattle  trade  or  a 
round-up  ?  a  death  or  a  wedding  ?  all  the  way  from  here  to  FA  Pa,so  or  eke  the 
coast  or  the  Lower  Rio  Grande,  the  parties  and  incidents  were  discu.ssed  with 
quite  a  personal  interest  and  knowledge.     And  so  it  is  to  some  extent  to-da}-. 

The  evolution  of  this  broad  land  has  been  .somewhat  after  this  manner  : 
Twenty  years  ago  the  country  was  a  rolling  prairie,  with  occasional  i,slands  of 
timber  giving  in  places  a  park-like  appearance  to  the  landscape,  and  under  these 
clinnps  of  Live  Oak,  Hackberry  or  Mesquite,  the  stock  of  many  owners  gathered 
for  .shade  and  rumination.  The  valleys  and  canons  which  we  have  already- 
described  were  filled  with  a  thicker  growth  of  Pecan,  Elm,  Cypress  and  Cedar, 
the  trees  festooned  with  wild  grapes  and  other  vines.  There  are,  too,  great  belts 
of  Post  Oak. 

The  roads  were  prairie  trails  of  immense  width,  crossing  the  streams  at  fords 
which,  sometimes,  were  not  fordable.  These  roads  led  by  stage  stands,  frontier 
posts  and  villages  and  to  the  small  jiorts  on  the  coast.  There  were  daily  stages 
North,  South,  East  and  We.st,  and  endless  wagon  trains,  drawn  by  many  oxen 
and  mules  and  driven  by  picturesque  Mexicans  armed  to  the  teeth,  with  a  view 
to  Indians. 

The  outgoings  and  incomings  of  these  wayfayers  made  neighbors  of  the 
whole  province  of  their  travels,  even  far  into  Mexico,  whose  trade  with  Texas 
has  alwavs  been  extensive. 
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After  a  while  came  the  stoppage  of  the  prairie  fires,  from  the  increased  value 
of  the  nutritious  mesquite  grass,  and  the  consequent  rapid  growth  of  the  mesquite 
luiderbrush,  which  now  nearly  covers  the  middle  portion  of  the  district,  affording 
more  protection  for  stock  and  an  edible  bean  for  both  cattle  and  horses.  The 
various  kinds  of  cacti  also  became  much  more  luxuriant. 

In  the  seventies,  fencing  began  in  the  South,  but  this  revolution  of  the  stock 
interests  from  the  primitive  "round-up"  only  fairh*  set  in  during  the  eighties, 
and  at  the  present  time  it  is  almost  complete  in  the  more  desirable  pasture  lands. 

With  the  barbed-wire  fence  came  the  railway  and  the  hoe,  the  agents  of  a 
still  newer  revolution  now  going  rapidh-  forward. 

Fonnerh-  the  Colorado  was  thought  to  mark  the  western  limit  of  fanning  in 
Texas.  Undoubtedh*  the  seasons  have  improved  with  the  country,  aud  vice 
versa,  for  farming  is  now  carried  on,  even  without  irrigation,  throughout  the  ter- 
ritorj-  under  discussion,  cotton,  corn,  wheat,  oats,  millet,  sorghum  and  sugar 
cane  being  raised  in  more  or  less  abundance.*  Wi'/A  irrigation  the  agricultural 
wealth  of  this  country  would  be  incalculable,  and  at  a  very  conservative  estimate 
would  maintain  in  affluence  and  humble  comfort  20,000,000  people.  The  pre.sent 
population  of  this  section  is  certainly  not  one-twentieth  of  that  number. 

Let  us  see  how  this  future  may  be  provided  for  by  glancing  at  our  pre-sent 
resources. 

The  general  character  of  the  country  is  still  pastoral  and  the  staples  are 
cattle,  sheep,  horses,  wool  and  hides.  On  the  coast  are  extensive  ouster  and 
other  fisheries,  particularh'  the  delicate  red  fish,  a  daint}-  denizen  of  the  lagoons. 

The  increasing  growth  of  Cotton  is  enormous  and  although  not  a  staple  of 
Western  Texas  proper,  it  is  rapidlj'  becoming  so. 

Below  are  some  figures  for  1.SS9  for  the  market  of  San  Antonio  only  : 

Horses,  70,000  head  ;  cattle,  84,000  head  ;  sheep,  160,000  head  ;  wool, 
7,(100,000  pounds  ;t  hides,  -2,000,000  pounds  ;  cotton,  12,000  bales.^ 

With  such  an  abundance  of  raw  material  at  our  doors,  it  is  natural  to  con- 
sider the  question  of  power  for  their  manufacture. 

The  City  of  Austin  is  engaged  in  a  gigantic  .scheme  for  a  dam  on  the  Colo- 
rado, estimated  to  cost  nearly  Sl,oOO,(lO().  There  is  a  fine  site  at  Columbus,  on 
the  .same  River. 

On  the  Guadalupe  are  innumerable  opportunities  to  establish  power, 
e-specially  at  New  Braunfels  and  Seguin.  A  fine  power  is  alreadj-  established  at 
San  Marcos,  and  also  at  Marble  Falls. 

*  To  produce  such  crops  implies  a  varied  soil,  limestone  hills,  alluvial  valleys,  wide  stretches  of  sandy  loam 
and  "  black  waxy,"'  deep  river  bottoms  aud  in  the  Post  Oaks  and  Black  Jacks  some  sandy  aud  gravelly  lands. 
These  are  the  soils  of  Western  Texas. 

t  Wool— 1875,  300,000  pounds  ;  1876,  400,000  pounds  ;  ls77,  it  suddenly  .sprang  to  2,287,241  pounds.  This  in- 
crease was  probably  owing  to  the  increase  of  flocks  aud  to  the  new  railroad  facilities  of  San  Antonio.  The  ship- 
ments have  steadily  grown  year  by  year  to  the  present  large  market  of  1889. 

\  12,1X10  bales  local  wagon  receipts,  including  country  consignments  by  rail  would  probably  amount  to  20,000 
bales,  and  the  amount  of  cotton  handled  by  San  Antonio  merchants,  by  order  aud  otherwise,  would  not  be  less, 
say,  than  a  total  of  120,000  bales.  The  Mexican  cotton  trade  was  almost  the  only  cotton  business  here  for  the 
years  previous  to  J.S81.  In  this  year  the  Mexican  market  was  -iOOO  bales  and  the  next  seasou  shows  the  first  nota- 
ble increase  in  the  San  Antonio  market,  on  account,  probably,  of  new  railroad  facilities. 
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The  San  Antonio  has  many  mills  on  its  banks,  and  its  capacity  for  water- 
power  is  everything-  that  could  be  desired. 

Coal-mines  are  being  extensively  worked  at  I'lagle  Pass  and  Laredo,  on  the 
frontier,  and  in  the  vicinit\-  of  San  Antonio.  There  is  also  a  fine  seam  in  the 
Eagle  Spring  Mountains,  near  the  junction  of  the  Southern  and  Texas  Pacific 
Railways. 

Iron  ore  t)f  great  purit\-  and  inexhaustil)le  quantity  is  found  at  Llano  with  a 
fine  Lime-stone  flux  immediately-  adjacent.  In  the  same  neighborhood  and  sur- 
rounding counties  are  many  beautiful  marbles  and  granite  of  the  hardest  texture. 
Good  cla}-  of  various  colors  is  abundant  and  brick-making  is  extensively  carried 
on  in  Laredo.  Eagle  Pass,  San  Antonio  and  vicinity  and  man}'  other  places. 

In  U\-alde  county  are  deposits  of  guano  and  kaolin  ;  asphaltum  has  been 
found  in  many  localities,  and  latel\-  while  boring  for  artesian  water  in  San  An- 
tonio and  its  neighborhood,  both  natural  gas  and  oil  have  been  found. 

Of  the  precious  metals.  Silver  is  being  worked  in  paying  quantities  in  the 
Chinati  mountains.  This  Range,  as  well  as  the  Chisos  and  Diabolo  abound  in 
Galena  ore,  rich  in  Lead  and  Silver. 

There  are  also  strong  indications  of  Copper,  Iron  and  Coal  in  this  moun- 
tainous country  of  the  extreme  West,  but  from  inaccessability  and  lack  of  trans- 
portation, the  subject  has  not  received  adequate  attention.  A  geological  survey 
of  the  state  is  now  being  made  under  the  direction  of  Prof.  Dumble,  of  Austin, 
from  which  much  additional  light  is  hoped. 

Of  the  Fruits  of  Texas,  the  most  successful  are  the  Fig,  Vine,  Peach  and 
Mulberry.  Melons  of  all  sorts  and  varieties  grow  to  perfection,  together  with  the 
usual  vegetables — maturing  early,  and,  in  fact,  with  care,  a  garden  may  be  main- 
tained all  the  year  around. 

This  brings  us  to  say  a  few  words  about  the  climate  : — There  are  perhaps 
twenty  days  in  the  year,  on  an  average,  that  a  man  cannot  work  out  of  doors. 
The  heat  of  summer  is  tempered  by  a  breeze  from  the  Gulf  which  fans  the  whole 
country  by  •">  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  an  hour  which  would  otherwise  be  the  hot- 
test part  of  the  day.  The  nights  are  alwa>s  cool,  and  at  an  elevation  of  1,500 
feet  a  blanket  is  needed  the  summer  through.  The  official  mean  temperature, 
Post  of  San  Antonio  is  : — Summer,  ^2.4.'!°  :  Winter,  ol.li7°  ;  Rainfall  24  to  •!() 
inches. 

In  the  Winter  the  northers  are  disagreeable  while  the\'  last,  as  their  duration 
is  generally  not  longer  than  forty-eight  hours,  the  objection  is  slight. 

The  climate  is  a  good  one,  and  in  conjunction  with  the  country  we  have 
been  briefly  describing,  will  in  a  few  years  rear  a  people  which  will  have  the 
controlling  voice  in  all  our  dealings  with  our  neighbors  to  the  South,  and,  grow- 
ing as  it  must,  in  culture  as  in  material  wealth,  it  will  be  a  people  of  ideas,  and 
yet  not  lose  that  resourceful  Western  character  which  disposes  of  obstacles  by 
destroying  them  and  dissolves  difficulties  in  a  solution  of  success. 

As  for  tho.se  who  come  to  the  land  and  grumble  that  everything  is  not 
achieved,  let  them  renicuiber,  that,  in  that  e\ent,  there  would  be  nothing  left  for 
them  to  do. 
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Moreover,  the  generation  passing  away,  has  done  all  the  hard  work.  Pioneer 
heroism  has  finished  its  self  appointed  task.  The  battle  of  barbarism  and  law- 
lessness has  been  fought.  The  Indian  and  the  outlaw  are  almost  extinct  and  the 
institutions  of  our  fathers  are  established. 

We  may  enter  upon  our  inheritance  in  peace,  and,  in  its  literal  sense,  the 
dweller  in  Western  Te.xas  may  sit  under  his  own  Vine  and  Fig-tree,  fanned  by 
the  cool  Gulf  breeze,  and  thankfnll>-  murmur  to  the  Goddess  of  plenty. 

O    DULCE    DOMUM. 


List  of  Charters  and  Amendments  to  the  Same  of  the  City  of 
San  Antonio, 

First.     Charter  granted  by  King  of  Spain  in  1733  or  1734. 
Second.     An  act  to  incorporate  the  town  of  Nacogdoches  and  other  towns 
herein  named,  by  the  Republic  of  Texas,  January  5,  1837. 

Third.     Act  of  Incorporation,  December  14,  1837. 

Fourth.     Act  Supplementary,  January  26,  1839. 

Fifth.     Act  of  Incorporation,  Januarj^  14,  1S42. 

Sixth.     Act  to  incorporate  the  City  of  San  Antonio,  January  24,  1852. 

Seventh.     An    act    to    amend  the    act    of    January  14,   1842,    November 
26,  1855. 

Eighth      Act  of  Incorporation,  July  17,  1856. 

Ninth.     Act  of  Incorporation,  August  13.  1870. 

Tenth.     Amendments  to  Sections  5,  (i,  24,  33,  46,  131,  135,  189,  2.')0,  made 
by  the  people  at  an  election  held  December  15,  1.S74. 

Eleventh.     Amendments  to  Sections   5,  24,    43,    45,  April    18,    ls79,    by 
Sixteenth  Legislature. 

Twelfth.     Amendments  of  March  4,  1885. 


(ii;  SAN  ANTONIO   DI-;   BKNAR. 

List  of  Mayors  of  the  City  of  San  Antonio. 

l'"Ri)M  Its  iNcoki'OUATioN.  Ji'XK,   1837,  TO  January,  IsiX). 

S(.-pt(.'inber  1'.),  lS-")7,  to  March  '■>.  Is.'l^J — Mayor,  John  \V.  Smith  (all  the  alclermeii 
ami  city  officers  are  Mexicans). 

March  it,  is.'s,  tojnly  20,   is-'is— Mayor,  William  H.  Dan.i^crfiekl. 

Jnly  'jn,  ls:;,s,  to  Jannar)-  S,  l.s:',',t — Mayor  pro  tern,  Antonio  Menchaca. 

January  S,  ls:;ii,  to  January  S,  ISIO — Mayor,  S.  A.  Ma\-erick. 

January  N,  1S40.  to  January  '.I,  1^41 — Mayor,  John  \V.  Smith. 

January  M,  1,S41,  to  April  is,  ls42 — Mayor,  Juan  N.  Seguin  (died  September, 
ISIKJ,  at  New  Laredo.  From  August  17,  IMl,  to  vSeptemher  7.  1N41,  Francis 
Guilbeau,  Mayor  pro  tem.  ). 

April  IS,  1S42,  to  March  .■;n,  1S44— Mayor,  John  \V.  Smith. 

March  .".0,  ls44,  to  February  IS,  1S4.") — Mayor,  F^dward  Dwyer. 

F'ebruary  IS,  1S4'),  to  Jaiuiary  1,  lS4(i — Mayor,  Eldward  Dwyer. 

January  1,  1S4G,  to  January  1,  1S47 — Ma\-or,  Bryan  Callaghan  (C.  F.  King,  pro 
tem). 

Januarx-  I,  ls47,  to  January  1,  1S4S — Mayor,  Charles  F".  King,  (and  from  Jan- 
uary 27,  1S47,  to  January  1,  ls4S,  S.  S.  Smith,  pro  tem). 

January  1,  1S4S  to  January  1,  l<S4i» — Mayor,  Chas.  F.  King,  (and  from  April  •'], 
1S4S  to  January  1,  1S4;),  S.  S.  Smith,  pro  tem.) 

January  1,  l.s4'-»,  to  Januafy  1,  IS.jl) — Mayor,  J.  M.  Devine. 

January  1,  1S.")(),  to  January  1,  ISll — Mayor,  J.  M.  Devine. 

January  1,  is.ll  to  January  1,  ls.")2 — Mayor,  J.  S.  McDonald. 

January  1,  ls.")2,  to  January  1,  1  s.",:;— Mayor,  C.  F".  King. 

January  1,  IS.").",,  to  January  1,  1S.")4 — Mayor,  J.  M.  Devine. 

January  1.  IS.")),  to  January  1,  IS.").') — Mayor,  John  M.  Carolan. 

Janu.iry  1,  IS.")."),  to  January  1,  1S.",(; — Mayor,  James  R.  Sweet. 

January  1,  is.")(i,  to  the  first  Monday  of  January,  ls.",7-  Mayor,  J.  M.  Devine. 

January  1,  1S')7,  to  June  .".d,  1S.")7— Mayor,  J.  M.  Devine. 

June  ■"),   ls.",7,  to  June  .".0,  ls.')7— Mayor  pro  tem,  J.  II.  lieck. 

July  I,   is.",7,  to  Jaiuiary  1,  ls.",S— Mayor,  A.  A.  I.ockwood. 

January  1,  ls."),s,  to  January  1,  ls.",'.i — Mayor,  A.  A.  Lockwood. 

Jannarv  1.  ls.",'.i,  to  January  1,   isiiil — Mayor,  James  R.  Sweet. 

January  1,  isci),  to  January  1,  1  sill —Mayor,  James  R.  Sweet. 

January  I,   ISCl,  to  January  1,   1  sCi'— Mayor,  James  R.  Sweet. 

January  1,  1S(;2,  to     May     2C>,  ls(i2— Mayor,  James  R.  Sweet. 


Interviews  and  Memoirs  of  Old  Time  Texans. 


Extracts  from  the  Memoirs  of  Mrs.  M.  A.  Maverick. 

We  have  been  permitted  by  the  kindness  of  the  family  to  examine  this 
remarkable  document, — "This  little  family  history  necessarily  private,"  as  it  is 
modestly  described  in  the  preface. 

In  realitj'  the  Record  is  a  portion  of  the  annals  of  Texas,  and  from  the  earl}' 
days  of  trial  and  difficulty  it  reads  us  besides,  a  latter-day  lesson  of  courage,  pati- 
ence and  fortitude. 

From  the  point  of  view  of  the  historical  trifler,  the  feeling  that  impresses  one, 
on  laying  down  the  manuscript  after  scanning  all  its  lines,  is  as  though  one  had 
stumbled  upon  the  diary  of  a  noble  Roman  matron  of  the  days  of  Regulus. 

The  few  extracts  and  running  comments  which  follow  will  give  an  idea  of 
the  story — A  tale  not  told  in  heroics,  but  which  simply  worded,  never  falls  short 
of  heroism,  and  which,  in  the  unaffected  courage,  and  affecting  piety  of  its  writer 
is  probabl}'  unique. 

Samuel  Augustus  Maverick  was  born  July  23,  isOo,  at  Pendleton,  South  Car- 
olina of  distinguished  revolutionary  stock  of  English  and  Huguenot  extraction. 
Mrs.  Maverick  was  an  Adams — the  Massachusetts  family  transplanted  to  Virginia 
and  intermarried  with  a  Lewis  of  that  state. 

Mrs.  Maverick  was  married  August  4th.  iSoCi,  near  Tuscaloosa,  Alabama,  her 
mother's  home.  The  family  started  for  Texas  October  14th,  18o7;  Mr.  Sam  Mav- 
erick being  then  a  babj-  of  five  months.  Mr,  Maverick  senior,  had  been  in  Texas 
in  ISoo,  and  his  friends  thought  him  killed  in  the  Alamo  fight.  As  a  record  of 
old  time  travelling,  and  to  illustrate  the  up-building  of  the  Southwest,  their 
progress  to  the  Lone  Star  State  is  of  interest  in  these  da^'s  of  Pullman  sleepers; 
Mrs.  Maverick  says:  "Father  accompanied  us  half  a  day.  .  .  .  We  traveled 
in  a  carriage,  Mr.  Maverick  driving  and  nurse  Rachel  and  baby  and  myself  the 
other  occupants.  In  a  wagon  with  Wiley  as  driver,  was  Jinny  our  future  cook 
and  her  four  children.  We  reached  mother's,  (Tuscaloosa,  Alabama,  from  Pendle- 
ton, South  Carolina)  about  the  last  of  October,   and  stopped  with  her  about  six 

months  making  final  preparations December  7th,    1S87,   we  set  out 

for  Texas.  .  .  .  Our  part}'  was  compo.sed  of  four  whites  and  ten  negroes. 
The  negroes  were  four  men  Griffin,  Granville,  Wiley  and  Uncle  Jim — two  women 
Jinu)'  and  Rachel,  and  Jinny's  four  children We  had  a  large  car- 
riage, a  big  Kentuckj'  wagon,  three  extra  saddle  horses  and  one  blooded  filly. 
The  wagon  carried  a  tent,  a  supply  of  provisions  and  bedding,  and  the  cook  and 
children.  .  .  .  We  occasionally  stopped  several  days  in  a  good  place  to  rest 
and  to  have  washing  done,  and  sometimes  to  give  muddy  roads  time  to  dry.     We 
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crossed  the  Mississippi  at  Rodne}-,  and  Red  river  at  Alexandria,  and  came  through 
bottoms  in  Louisiana  where  the  high-water  marks  in  the  trees  stood  far  above  our 
carriage-top,  but  the  roads  were  good  there  when  we  passed.  We  crossed  the 
Sabine,  a  sluggish,  muddy,  narrow  stream,  and  stood  upon  the  soil  of  the  Republic 
of  Te.xas  about  Xew  Year's  day  ]^-">>-. 

"Januarj-  7th,  IS.'JS,  we  occupied  an  emptj'  cabin  in  San  Augustine,  while  the 
carriage  wheel  was  being  repaired.  This  was  a  poor  little  village  principall\-  of 
log  cabins,  on  one  street,  but  the  location  was  high  and  dry.  We  laid  in  a  supply 
of  corn  and  groceries  here  and  pushed  on  through  Nacogdoches,  to  the  place  of 
Colonel  Durst,  an  old  acquaintance  of  Mr.  Maverick.  .  .  .  There  we  met 
General  Rusk.     .  We   now  had  to  travel  in  occasional   rains  and  much 

mud,  where  the  country  was  poor  and  sparsely  settled  and  provisions  for  man  and 
beast  scarce.  We,  on  advice,  .selected  the  longest  but  the  best  road,  namelj',  the 
one  leading  by  the  wa3-  of  Washington,  high  up  on  the  Brazos.  From  Washing- 
ton we  went  to  Columbus  on  the  Coloiado.  and  thence  about  due  south  towards 
the  Eavaca  River.  Now  came  a  dreadful  time.  About  Januarx-  "ilith  we  entered 
a  bleak,  desolate,  swampy  prairie,  cut  up  by  what  are  called  dry  bayous,  and  now 
almost  full  of  water.  This  swamp,  covered  b>-  the  "Sandw"  Mustang  and  head 
branches  of  the  Navidad,  was  fourteen  miles  wide.  .  .  .  Every  step  the 
animals  took  was  in  water.  We  "stalled  "  in  five  or  six  of  the  gullies  and  each 
time  the  wagon  had  to  be  unloaded  in  wind,  water  and  rain,  and  all  the  men  and 
animals  had  to  work  together  to  pull  out.  The  first  "  norther  "  struck  us  here,  a 
terrific,  howling  north  wind  with  fine  rain,  blowing  and  penetrating  through 
clothes  and  blankets.  I  never  before  experienced  such  cold.  We  were  four  days 
crossing  this  fourteen  miles  of  dreadful  swamp.  The  first  day  we  made  three 
miles  and  that  night  mj-  mattress  floated  in  water.  Xo  one  suffered  from  the 
exposure,  and  Mr.  Maverick  kept  cheerful  all  the  while.  Our  provisions  were 
almost  gone  when,  on  the  iMth,  we  crossed  the  Navidad,  stopping  at  Spring  Hill, 
Major  Sutherland's  place.  Mr.  Maverick  now  went  on  to  .see  if  it  was  safe  to  take 
us  to  San  Antonio,  and  visited  other  points  with  a  view  to  settling,  especially 
Matagorda,  where  he  owned  land. 

"At  Major  Sutherland's  boarded  Captain  Sylvester,  from  Ohio,  who  had 
captured  Santa  Anna  after  the  battle  of  San  Jacinto.  I  attended  a  San  Jacinto 
hM  at  Texana  on  April  21st.  Here,  too,  I  met  old  '  Bi)wles,'  the  Cherokee 
chief,  with  twelve  or  thirteen  of  his  tril:)e. 

"After  tea  we  were  dancing  when  Bowles  came  in  dressed  in  a  breech  cloth, 
anklets,  moccasins  and  feathers  and  a  long  clean  white  linen  shirt  which  had  been 
presented  to  him  in  Houston.  He  said  the  pretty  ladies  in  Houston  had  danced 
with,  kissed  him  and  given  him  rings.  We,  however,  begged  to  be  excused,  and 
even  requested  him  to  retire.  .  .  .  He  .stalked  out  in  high  dudgeon,  and  our 
dance  broke  up.  Bowles  told  us  of  President  Houston  living  in  his  Nation,  and 
that  he  had  given  Houston  his  daughter  for  a  squaw,  and  had  made  him  a  big 
chief. 

"June   "Jnd   we   set  off  for  San  Antonio  de  Bexar,  in   those  days  trequently 

simply  called  Bexar June  li'th,  late    in    the  afternoon,  we  reached  camp 

again,  and  were  loading  up  to  move  two  or  three  miles  further  to  a  better  camp- 
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ing  place,  when  several  Indians  rode  up.  Thej-  said  '  mucho  amigo,'  and  were 
loud  and  filthj-  and  manifested  their  intention  to  be  verj'  intimate.  More  and 
more  came,  until  we  connted  seventeen  of  them.  They  rode  in  amongst  us, 
looked  greedily  at  the  horses,  and  without  exaggeration  annoyed  us  very  much. 
They  were  Tonkawas  and  kept  repeating  '  mucho  amigo,'  telling  us  further  that 
they  were  just  from  the  Nueces,  where  they  had  fought  the  Comanches  two  days 
previously  and  gained  a  victorj'.  They  were  in  war-paint  and  well  armed  and 
displayed  in  triumph  two  scalps,  one  hand  and  several  pieces  of  putrid  flesh  from 
various  parts  of  the  human  body.  These  were  to  be  taken  to  the  tribe,  when  a 
war-dance  would  ensue  over  the  trophies,  and  thej'  and  their  squaws  would 
devour  the  flesh.  I  was  frightened  almost  to  death,  but  tried  not  to  show  my 
alarm.  The}-  rode  up  to  the  carriage  window  and  asked  to  see  the  '  Papoose.' 
I  held  up  the  baby  and  smiled  at  their  compliments,  but  took  care   to   have    my 

pistol  and  bowie  knife  visible  and  kept  cool I  kept  telling  Griffln  to  hurry 

the  others,  and  Mr.  Maverick  worked  cooly  with  the  rest.  Jinnj'  said,  '  Let's 
cook  some  supper  first,'  and  grumbled  mightih'  when  Griffin*  ordered  her  into 
the  wagon  and  drove  off.  Imagine  our  consternation  when  the  Indians  turned 
back  and  everj-  one  of  the  seventeen  followed  us.  It  was  a  bright  moonlight 
night  and  finally  the  Indians,  finding  us  unsociable  and  dangerous,  gradually 
dropped  behind." 

On  June  l-'>th,  ISoS,  the  travellers  reached  San  Antonio,  having  left  home 
October  14th  of  the  previous  year.  While  Mrs.  Maverick  was  at  Spring  Hill, 
Mr.  Maverick  made  one  journey  back  to  purchase  household  effects  in  New 
Orleans. 

Mrs.  Maverick  goes  on  to  describe  the  San  Antonio  of  the  period  and  gives 
a  charming  picture  of  the  society  of  the  little  coterie  of  Americans  then  living 
here. 

"  Early  in  February  ISoi),  we  moved  into  our  own  house  at  the  Northeast  cor- 
ner of  Main  and  Soledad  streets.  This  house  remained  our  homestead  until  July 
1849 — over  ten  years — altho'  five  of  the  ten  years,  those  from  '42  to  '47  we  wand- 
ered about  as  refugees "     Eet  Mrs.  Maverick  describe  a  San  Antonio 

home  of  the  better  class  at  that  period "The  main   house   was  of 

stone,  and  had  three  rooms,  one  fronting  vSouth  on  Main  street  and  West  on  Sole- 
dad  street,  and  the  other  two  fronting  West  on  Soledad;  also  a  shed  along  the 
East  wall  of  the  house  toward  the  north  end.  This  shed  we  closed  in  with  an 
adobe  wall,  and  divided  it  into  a  kitchen  and  servants'  room.  We  also  built  an 
adobe  room  for  the  servants  on  Soledad  street,  leaving  a  gateway  between  it  and 
the  main  house,  and  v^e  built  a  stable  near  the  river.  We  put  a  strong  picket  fence 
around  the  garden  to  the  North,  and  fenced  the  garden  off  from  the  yard.  In  the 
garden  were  sixteen  large  fig  trees,  and  many  rows  of  pomegranates.  In  the 
j^ard  were  several  china  trees,  and  on  the  river  bank,  just  below  our  line  on 
the  De  la  Zerda  premises,  was  a  grand  old  cypress  which  we  could  touch  through 
our  fence,   and  its  roots  made  ridges  in  our  yard.     It  made  a  great  shade,  and  we 

*This  Griffin  was  a  faithful  slave,  who  afler  Mr.  MaverickscapUire  at  San  .\nloino,  in  1S42,  dctermiiu  dto  follow 
his  master  into  Me.xico  to  serve  him  as  he  best  might.  He  was  killed  fighting  bravely  with  Dawsoir's  com-, 
maad  in  the  be^nuing  of  the  journey,     Mr.  Maverigk  often  remarked:     "  We  owe  Griffin  a  monument," 
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erectetl  our  bath-house  and  wash  place  under  its  spreading  branches.  Our  neis^h- 
bors  were  the  De  la  Zerdas.  In  1S40  their  place  was  leased  to  a  Greek,  Roque 
Catahii,  who  kept  a  shop  on  the  street  and  lived  in  the  back  rooms.  He  marrried 
a  i)rLlty  briglit-eyed.  laughing  Mexican  girl  of  fourteen  years.  He  dressed  her 
in  jewelry  and  fine  clothes  and  bought  her  a  dilapidated  piano.  He  was  jealous 
and  wished  her  to  amuse  herself  at  home.  The  piano  had  the  desired  effect,  and 
she  enjoyed  it  like  a  child  with  a  new  trumpet.  The  fame  of  her  piano  went 
through  the  town,  and  after  tea,  crowds  would  come  to  witness  her  performance." 

"Our  neighbors  on  the  north  were  Doiia  Juana  \'arcinez  and  her  son 
Leonicio.  She  sold  us  milk  at  2o  cents  per  gallon,  pumpkins  at  2")  cents  each,  and 
spring  chicken  at  12 '^  cents  each.  Butter  was  oO  cents  ^  ft.  When  we  returned 
from  the  coast  in  '47,  she  had  .sold  her  place  to  Sam  S.  Smith.  (The  Court  Hou.se 
stands  there  now,  and  the  son,  Thad.  Smith,  is  there  too  as  County  Clerk  ).  My  son 
Lewis  Antonio,  was  born  at  this  house  of  ours,  and,  until  quite  recently,  I  was  of 
the  opinion  that  he  was  the  first  child  of  pure  American  stock  born  in  San  Antonio. 
But  now  I  understand  that  a  Mr.  Brown  came  here  with  his  wife  in  1N2S  from 
East  Texas,  and  during  that  \-ear  a  son  was  born  to  them.  That  son,  John 
Brown,  is  said  to  be  now  a  citizen  of  Waco 

''This  summer  (ls;]U)  M.  B.  Jaques  brought  his  wife  and  two  little  girls  and 
and  settled  on   Commerce  Street.     Also  Mr.  Elliott  came   with  his  wife  and  two 

children  and  bought  a  place  on  Soledad  street,  opposite  the  north  end  of  our 
garden.  •'■ 

....  "Mr.  Maverick  was  a  member  of  the  \'olunteer  Company  of  'Minute 
Men,'  connnanded  by  the  celebrated  Jack  Hays,  an  honored  citizen  of  Cali- 
fornia. He  came  to  Texas  at  the  age  of  eighteen  and  was  appointed  a  deputy 
surveyor.  The  surveying  parties  frequently'  had  '  brushes  '  with  the  Indians  and 
on  these  occasions  Jack  Hays  displayed  marked  coolness  and  military  skill,  and 
soon  became  b}'  imanimous  consent  the  leader  in  all  encounters  with  the  Indians. 
There  were  from  fifty  to  seventy-fi\-e  young  Americans  in  San  Antonio,  at  this 
time,  attracted  by  the  climate,  the  nox'elty  or  by  the  all-absorbing  spirit  of  land 
.speculation.  They  came  from  every  one  of  the  United  States.  Many  had  engaged 
in  the  .short  and  bloody  struggle  of  '•'l")  and  'oG  for  the  freedom  of  Texas.  Some 
possessed  means  and  others  were  car\iug  out  their  own  fortunes  :  all  were  filled 
with  the  spirit  of  adventure  and  darin.g  and  more  or  less  stamped  with  the  weird 
wildness  of  the  half-knnwn  \\'est. 

"They  Were   a  nol)le  set  of  '  boys,'  as  they  styled  one  another,   and  were  ever 

ready   to   take  horse  and   follow    Hays   to   the    Indian   .strongholds They 

accomplished  wonders,  for  in  a  few  \ears  the\'  crushed  the  Comanche  Nation  and 
the  countr\-  around  San  .\nionio  became  habitable. 

"  The  signals  for  their  expeditions  were  the  ringing  of  the  Cathedral  bell  and 
the  hoisting  the  flag  of  the  Republic  in  front  of  the  Court  House." 

Mrs.  Ma\'erick  tells  of  m:ni\'  de|n'edations  b\-  Mexicans  and  Indians,  showing 
the  inseciirit>-  of  the  jilace  even  up  to  the  very  walls  of  San  Antonio, 

Mr,  Thoinav  His,i;iiilnilh.uii.  :i  ciiinnlLT  ami  liis  wiff.  luok  the-  house  oppo-ile  ii>  on  UK-  corner  of 
ConiTiicrcf  Street  and  .Main  IMnza.  where  the  Daneiihancr  Imililinj;  now  stanOs, 
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"  This  year  (1839)  our  negro  men  plowed  and  planted  one  labor  above  the 
Alamo,  and  were  attacked  by  Indians.  Griffin  and  Wiley  ran  into  the  River  and 
saved  themselves.  The  Indians  cut  the  traces  and  took  off  the  work  horses.  We 
did  not  farm  again." 

Here  is  a  riding  party  of  the  period  :  — 

"  In  November,  1S39,  a  party  of  ladies  and  gentlemen  came  from  Houston  to 
\'isit  San  Antonio.  They  rode  on  horseback.  The  ladies  were  Miss  Trask,  of 
Boston,  Mass.,  and  Miss  Evans,  daughter  of  Judge  Evans,  of  Texas.  The  gentle- 
men were  Judge  Evans  and  Col.  J.  W.  Darcey,  Secretarj-  of  War  of  the  Republic 
of  Texas.  Ladies  and  all  were  armed  with  pistols  and  bowie  knives.  I  rode  with 
this  party  and  some  others  around  the  Head  of  the  San  Antonio  River.  We  gal- 
loped up  the  West  side  and  paused  at  and  above  the  Springs  long  enough  to  admire 
the  lovel)'  A'alley  of  the  San  Antonio.  The  leaves  were  almost  all  fallen  from  the 
trees,  leaving  the  view  open  to  the  Missions  below  town.  The  day  was  clear,  cool 
and  bright,  and  we  could  see  as  far  as  San  Juan  Capistrano,  seven  miles  below 
town.  We  galloped  home  down  the  east  side,  and  doubted  not  that  the  Indians 
watched  us  from  the  heavy  timber  of  the  River  bottom. 

"  In  the  fall  of  1S39  or  '40,  eighteen  dead  bodies  were  brought  in  from  the 
edge  of  town  and  laid  out  in  the  Court  House.  They  were  the  remains  of  a  part}- 
who  had  been  surprised  and  cut  off  while  out  riding,  a  Mr.  Campbell  alone 
escaping  b}-  the  fleetness  of  his  horse.  The  bodies  had  been  found  naked,  hacked 
with  tomahawks  and  parti}'  eaten  by  wolves.  The  following  day  the  nine  Ameri- 
cans were  buried  in  one  large  gra\'e  west  of  the  San  Pedro,  outside  of  the  Catholic 
bur}-ing  ground,  and  verj-  near  its  southwest  corner.  The  nine  Mexicans  were 
buried   inside  the  graveyard.  ...... 

' '  Indians  being  so  numerous  and  '  bad  '  makes  agricultural  produce  dear. 
Farming  reminds  one  of  the  difficulties  of  the  Jews  on  their  return  from  the  captivity 
or  the  first  plantings  of  the  Pilgrim  Fathers.  Com  selling  from  two  to  three  dollars  a 
bushel . ' ' 

Mrs.  Maverick  was  an  e\"e  witness  of  the  terrible  hand  to  hand  conflict  with 
the  Comanche  braves  in  1840.  The  fight  was  nothing  less  than  Homeric.  We 
give  it  in  her  own  words  :  "On  Tuesday,  March  19th,  1840,  (dia  de  San  Jose) 
sixty-five  Comanches  came  into  the  town  to  make  a  treaty.  They  brought  with 
them,  and  reluctantly  gave  up,  Matilda  Lockhart,  whom  the}'  had  captured  with 
her  younger  sister,  in  December,  1838,  after  killing  two  others  of  the  famil}-.  The 
Indian  chiefs  and  men  proceeded  to  the  Court  House  where  they  met  the  city  and 
militar}'  authorities.  The  jail  then  occupied  the  corner  formed  by  the  east  line  of 
Main  Plaza  and  the  north  line  of  Calabosa  (now  Market)  street,  and  the  Court 
House  was  north  of  and  adjoining  the  jail.  The  Court  House  yard,  back  of  the 
Court  House,  was  what  is  now  the  City  Market  on  Market  street.*  The 
Court  House  and  Jail  were  of  stone,  one  story,  flat  roofed  and  floored  with  dirt. 
Captain  Tom  Howard's  Company  was  at  first  in  the  Court  House  yard.  The 
Indian  women  and  boys  came  in  there  too  and  remained  during  the  pow-wow. 
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"  Tin.-  vouiiij  Inilians  aiiniscd  tliL-insirlves  shootint^  arrows  at  pieces  of  money 
init  up  1)\-  sniiie  of  the  Americans. 

"I  adjourned  over  to  Mrs.  Hig;_;inl)<)tham's,  whose  place  adjoined  the  Court 
House  \ard,  and  we  watched  the  youui;  sa\-ages  through  the  picket  fence. 

••  This  was  the  third  time  the  Indians  had  come  for  a  talk,  pretending  to  seek 
peace  and  trving  to  get  ransom  money  for  their  American  and  Mexican  captives. 
Their  present  propo.sition  was  that  they  should  be  paid  an  enomious  price  for 
Matilda  L,ockhart  and  a  Mexican  they  had  just  given  up,  and  that  traders  be  sent 
with  paint,  powder,  flainiel,  blankets  and  such  other  articles  as  they  should  name 
to  ransom  the  other  captives.  This  course  had  been  adopted  once  before,  and  when 
the  traders  reached  the  Indian  camp  the  smallpox  broke  out  amongst  them,  and 
they  killed  the  traders,  alleging  that  they  had  introduced  the  disease  to  kill  off  the 
Indians.  After  the  slaughter  they  retained  both  the  captives  and  the  goods.  Now, 
the  Americans,  niin<hnl  <>{  tliL-  treacher\-  and  dui)licit\-  cif  the  Indians,  answered  as 
follows  : 

"  '  We  will,  according  to  a  former  agreement,  keep  four  or  five  of  \'Our  chiefs 
and  the  others  of  vou  shall  go  U>  your  Xation  and  bring  all  the  captives  here,  and 
then  we  will  ]iav  all  \-ou  ask  for  them.  Meanwhile,  the  chiefs  we  hold  we  will 
treat  as  brothers,  and  not  one  hair  of  their  heads  shall  be  injured.  This  we  have 
determined  upon,  and  if  you  resist  our  soldiers  will  shoot  you  down.' 

"  The  abo\'e  ultimatmn  being  interjireted,  the  Conianches,  instantly,  and  as 
one  man,  raised  a  terrific  war-whoop,  drew  their  bows  and  arrows  and  com- 
menced firing  with  deadly  effect,  at  the  same  time  endeavoring  to  break  out  of  the 
Council  Hall.  The  order,  '  Fire  !  '  was  given  by  Capt.  Howard  and  the  soldiers 
fired  into  the  mid.st  of  the  crowd.  The  first  volle_\-  killed  several  Indians  and  two 
of  our  own  people.  Soon,  all  rushed  out  into  the  public  square,  the  civilians  to 
procure  arms,  the  Indians  to  escape  and  the  soldiers  in  close  pursuit.  The  Indians 
generally  struck  out  for  the  River.  Some  fled  sotitheast  towards  Bowen's  Bend, 
some  ran  ea.st  on  Commerce  street  and  .some  north  on  Soledad.  Soldiers  and  citi- 
zens pursued  and  overtook  them  at  all  points:  .Some  were  shot  in  the  River  and 
some  in  the  streets.  .Several  hand-to-hand  encounters  took  place,  and  .some 
Indians  took  refuge  in  stone  houses  and  closed  the  doors.  Not  one  of  the  sixty-five 
Indians  escaped  ;  thirt_\'-three  were  killed  and  thirty-two  taken  jirisoners. 

"  Six  Americans  and  one  Mexican  were  killed  and  ten  Americans  wounded. 
Our  killed  were  Julian  Hood  the  Sheriff,  Judge  Thompson  an  attorney  from 
.South  Carolina,  Cr.  \V.  Caj-ce,  from  the  Brazos,  and  one  officer  and  two  .soldiers 
and  one  Mexican  whose  names  I  did  not  learn.  Those  severely  wounded  were 
Lieutenant  Thompson  brother  of  the  Judge,  Captain  Tom  Howard,  Captain  Mat. 
Caldwell  a  citizen  vohniteer  from  Gonzales,  Jtidge  Robin.son,  Mr.  Morgan  Deputj- 
Sheriff",  Mr.  Higginbothani  and  two  soldiers.      .Some  others  were  slightly  wounded. 

"When  the  deafening  war-whoop  sounded  in  the  Court  Room,  it  was  so  loud 
and  shrill,  so  sudden  and  inexpressibly  horrible,  that  we  women,  looking  through 
the  fence  cracks,  for  a  moment  could  not  comprehend  its  purport.  The  Indian 
boys,  however,  instantly  recognized  its  meaning,  ami  turning  their  arrows  upon 
Judge  Robinson  and  oilier  gentlemen  standing  near  1)\-,  slew  the  Judge  on  the  spot. 
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We  fled  precipitately,  Mrs.  Higginbotham  into  her  house  and  I  across  the  street  to 
luy  Commerce  street  door.  Two  Indians  rushed  by  me  on  Commerce  street  and 
another  reached  my  door,  and  turned  to  push  it,  just  as  I  slammed  it  to  and  beat 
down  the  heavy  bar.  I  rushed  into  the  house  and  in  the  north  room  found  my 
husband  and  my  brother  Andrew  sitting  calmly  at  a  table  inspecting  some  plats  of 
surveys.  They  had  heard  nothing  !  I  soon  gave  them  the  alarm,  and  hurried  by  to 
look  after  m}"  boj's.  Mr.  Maverick  and  Andrew  seized  their  arms.  Mr.  Maverick 
rushed  into  the  street  and  Andrew  into  the  back  yard  where  I  was,  now  shouting 
at  the  top  of  my  voice,  '  Here  are  Indians  !  Here  are  Indians  !  '  Three  Indians 
had  gotten  in  through  the  gate  on  Soledad  street  and  were  making  towards  the 
River.  One  had  stopped  near  Jinny  Anderson,  our  cook,  who  stood  bravely  in 
front  of  the  children,  mine  and  hers.  She  held  a  great  stone  in  her  hands,  lifted 
above  her  head,  and  I  heard  her  crj-  out  to  the  Indians  :  '  G'way  from  heah,  or 
I'll  ma.sh  your  head  with  this  rock  ! '  The  Indian  seemed  regretful  that  he  hadn't 
time  to  dispatch  Jinny  and  her  brood  ;  but  his  time  was  short,  and.  pausing  but  a 
moment,  he  turned  and  rushed  down  the  bank,  jumped  into  the  River  and  struck 
out  for  the  opposite  shore.  As  the  Indian  hurried  down  the  bank  my  brother  ran 
out  in  answer  to  my  loud  calls.  While  the  Indian  was  swimming,  Andrew  drew 
his  unerring  bead  on  him.  Another  Indian  was  climbing  the  opposite  bank 
and  was  about  to  escape,  laut  Andrew  brought  him  down  also.  Then  Andrew 
rushed  up  Soledad  street  looking  for  more  Indians. 

' '  I  housed  my  little  ones  and  then  looked  out  of  the  Soledad  street  door. 
Near  by  was  stretched  an  Indian  wounded  and  dying.  A  large  man,  an  employe 
of  Mr.  Higginbotham,  came  up  just  then  and  aimed  a  pistol  at  the  Indian's  head. 
I  called  out,  '  Oh,  don't ;  he  is  dying  !  '  and  the  big  American  laughed  and  said, 
'  Well,  to  please  you  I  won't  ;  but  it  would  put  him  out  of  his  misery.'  Then  I 
saw  two  others  lying  dead  near  by. 

"  Captain  L3'sander  Wells,  about  this  time,  passed  b}-  riding  north  on  Soledad 
street.  He  was  mounted  on  a  gaily  caparisoned  Mexican  horse,  with  silver- 
mounted  saddle  and  bridle,  which  outfit  he  had  secured  to  take  back  to  his  native 
State  on  a  visit  to  his  mother.  As  he  reached  the  Verameudi  hou.se,  an  Indian 
who  had  escaped  detection,  rushed  out  from  his  hiding  place,  and  jumping  upon 
the  horse  behind  Wells,  clasped  his  arms  and  tried  to  catch  hold  of  the  bridle  reins. 
The  two  men  struggled  some  time,  bent  back  and  forwards  and  .swa^-ed  from  side 
to  side,  until  at  last.  Wells  managed  to  hold  the  Indian's  arms  with  his  right  hand 
and  with  his  left  to  draw  his  pistol  from  the  holster.  He  turned  partly  round, 
placed  the  pistol  against  the  Indian's  body  and  fired, — a  moment  more  and  the 
Indian  rolled  off  and  dropped  dead  to  the  ground.  Wells  put  spurs  to  his  horse 
and  did  good  service  in  the  pursuit. 

' '  I  had  become  so  fa.scinated  b}'  this  struggle  that  I  had  unconsciously  gone 
into  the  middle  of  the  street,  when  Lieutenant  Chevalier,  who  was  passing,  called 
out  to  me  :  '  Are  you  crazy  ?  Go  in  or  you  will  be  killed  ?  '  I  obeyed  ;  but  my 
curiosit}-  and  anxiety  again  got  the  better  of  me,  and  I  peeped  out  on  Commerce 
street  where  I  saw  the  dead  bodies  of  four  or  five  Indians.  ...  It  was  dark 
when    Mr.  Maverick  and  Andrew  returned.  ... 
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"  Sfx-eral  incidents  occurred  soon  after  the  fight  of  the  Ulth  which  are  worth 
narrating.  On  March  'istli,  'JoO  or  -'lOD  Conianches  under  a  dashing  young  chief, 
Isimanica,  came  close  to  the  edge  of  the  town,  wliere  the  main  body  halted,  while 
Chief  Isimanica  and  another  warrior  rode  daringlj'  into  the  Public  Square  and 
circled  around  the  Plaza,  then  rode  some  distance  down  Commerce  street  and  back, 
shouting  all  the  while,  offering  to  fight,  and  heaping  abuse  and  in.sults  on  the 
Americans.  Isimanica  was  in  full  war-paint  and  almost  naked,  He  stopped  quite 
a  while  in  front  of  Bluck's  saloon,  on  the  northeast  corner  of  the  .square.  He 
shouted  defiance,  rose  in  his  stirrups,  shook  his  clenched  fist,  raved,  and  foamed  at 
the  mouth. 

"  The  citizens,  through  an  interpreter,  told  him  that  the  soldiers  were  all 
diiwii  at  the  Mis.sion  San  Jose  de  Aguax'o.  and  that  if  he  went  there  Colonel  Fisher 
would  give  him  fight  enough. 

"  Isimanica  took  his  bra\'es  to  San  Jose,  and  with  fearless  daring  bantered  the 
soldiers  for  a  fi.glit.  Colonel  Fisher  was  sick  in  bed  and  Captain  Redd,  the  next  in 
rank,  was  in  command.  He  said  to  the  chief:  '  We  have  made  a  twelve  daj's' 
truce  with  \'our  people,  in  order  to  exchange  prisoners.  My  couiitrj-'s  honor  is 
pledged,  as  well  as  my  own,  to  kee])  the  truce,  and  I  will  not  break  it.  Remain 
here  three  days,  or  return  in  three  days,  and  the  truce  will  be  over.  We  bum  to 
fight  you.'  Isimanica  called  him  'liar,'  'coward,'  and  other  opprobrious 
names,  and  hung  around  for  .some  time  :  but:  at  la.st,  the  Indians  left  and  did  not 
return.  Captain  Redd  remained  calm  and  unmoved  throughout  this  stormy  talk, 
but  his  men  could  with  difficulty  be  restrained  :  and,  in  fact,  some  of  them  were 
ordered  into  the  Mission  church  and  guarded  there. 

"When  Captain  Lysander  Wells,  who  was  in  town,  heard  of  all  this,  he  wrote 
Captain  Redd  a  letter,  in  which  he  called  him  a  '  dastardly  coward,'  and  alluded 
to  a  certain  petticoat  go\'ernment,  under  which  he  intimated  the  Captain  was 
restrained.  This  allusion  had  reference  to  a  young  woman  who,  dressed  in  boy's 
apparel,  had  followed  Redd  from  Georgia  and  was  now  living  with  him.  This 
letter  of  Wells  was  signed,  much  to  their  shame,  by  several  others  in  San  Antonio. 

"Colonel  Fisher  removed  his  entire  force  of  three  companies  to  the  Alamo  in 
San  Antonio.  Redd  challenged  Wells  to  mortal  combat,  and  one  moniing  at  6 
o'clock  they  met  where  the  I'rsuline  Convent  now  stands.  Facing  his  antagonist. 
Redd  coolly  remarked:  '  I  aim  for  your  heart '  ;  and  Wells  replied:  'And  I  for 
your  brains.'  They  fired  I  Redd  sprang  into  the  air,  and  fell  dead  with  a  bullet 
in  his  brain.  Wells,  too,  in  fulfillment  of  their  fearful  repartee,  was  .shot  very  near 
the  heart  ;  he,  however,  li\e(l  a  fortnight  in  great  agony,  begging  every  one  near 
him  to  di.spatch  him  or  furnish  him  with  a  pi.stol  to  kill  himself  Dr.  Weidemann,  of 
whom  more  anun,  nursed  him  tenderh'.  It  turned  out  that  the  girl  before  referred 
to  was  married  to  Redd,  and  the>'  found  the  marriage  licen.se  and  certificate  in  his 
pocket  ;  also  letters  to  members  of  his  own  and  her  families,  speaking  of  her  in  the 
tenderest  manner  and  asking  them  to  jirotect  and  provide  for  her.  She  followed 
him  to  the  gra\-e  and  seemed  heart-broken,  and  soon  thereafter  returned  to  her 
peojile.  "    .... 
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Mrs.  Maverick  gives  terrible  accounts  of  the  fearful  treatment  of  captives  by  the 
Indians,  and  her  narrative  is  another  warrant  for  the  belief  that  the  only  "  good 
Indian  is  a  dead  one." 

"  Matilda  Lockhart,  who  came  in  on  March  19th,  had  been  in  captivity  about 
two  }i-ears.  When  she  was  taken,  two  of  her  family  were  slain  and  she  and  her 
Httle  sister  were  taken  prisoners.  At  that  time  she  was  thirteen  and  her  sister 
three  years  old.  She  came  along  with  the  Indian  party  as  a  herder  driving  a  herd 
of  extra  hor.ses — thus  the  Indians  could   change   horses  from   time  to   time   for 

fresher  ones She  was  in  a  frightful  condition,  poor  girl Her  head, 

arms  and  face  were  full  of  brui.ses  and  sores,  and  her  nose  actuall>'  burned  off  to 
the  bone. 

"Marcli  :2(5th,  Mrs.  Weljster  came  in  with  her  tliree-year-old  child  on  her  Ijack. 
The  poor,  miserable  being  was  so  unlike  a  white  woman  that  the  Mexicans  hailed 
her  as  '  Indio  !  Indio  ! '  She  came  into  the  Public  Square  from  the  west  and 
was  dressed  as  an  Indian,  in  buckskin,  her  hair  was  cut  short  and  square  upon  her 
forehead,  and  she  was  sunburned  dark  as  a  Comanche.  She  called  out  in  good 
English,  however,  saying  she  had  escaped  from  Indian  captivity.  She  was  im- 
mediately taken  into  John  W.  Smith's  house,  and  we  American  ladies  gathered 
to  see  her  and  care  for  her.  She  was  very  tired  and  hungry  and  almost  exhau.sted. 
....  Her  .story  was  as  follows:  She  came  to  Texas  from  Virginia  early  in  1835, 
with  her  hu,sband,  who,  she  claimed,  was  a  relative  of  Daniel  Webster.  The}-  built 
a  house  northeast  of  Au.stin;  and  in  August  of  that  3ear  her  husband  was  removing 
her  and  her  four  children  to  to  this  wild  home.  They  had  also  in  the  party  two 
negroes  and  one  white  man.  The\-  were  camped  one  e\-ening  on  Brushy  Creek, 
not  far  north  of  Austin,  when  a  large  bod}'  of  Comanches  suddenly  attacked  them. 
The  three  men  fought  bravely,  but  were  overjjowered  and  killed.  Mrs.  Webster's 
infant  was  taken  from  her  arms  and  its  brains  dashed  out  against  a  tree  and  her 
second  child  killed.  She  and  her  eldest  boy,  'Booker'  were  tied  upon  horses 
and  she  held  her  child  of  two  years  so  tightly  to  her  breast  and  pleaded  so  pite- 
oush-  for  its  life  that  the  Indians  left  it  with  her.  They  were  taken  by  rapid 
marches  to  the  mountains,  where  the}'  stripped  '  Booker  '  and  shaved  his  head. 
He  was  attacked  with  brain  fever,  and  an  old  squaw,  who  had  just  lost  a  son  of 
liis  age,  adopted  him  and  nursed  him  very  tenderly.  The  Indians  let  her  keep  her 
little  girl,  but  forbade  her  talking  to  her  son.  They  made  her  cook  and  .stake  out 
ponies  and  beat  her  continually.  She  had  been  nineteen  months  in  captivity  when 
she  .seized  a  favorable  opportunity  to  escajje.  It  was  one  night  after  a  long  day's 
march,  when,  having  learned  the  general  direction  of  San  Antonio,  she  quietly 
slipped  out  of  camp  with  her  child  in  her  arms  and  bent  her  steps  towards  Bexar. 
vShe  spent  twelve  terrible  da>'s  on  the  road  without  meeting  a  human  being.  She 
sustained  herself  all  this  while  on  berries,  small  fish  which  she  caught  in  the 
streams  and  on  bones  which  she  sucked  and  chewed.     Sometimes  she  gave  up  and 

almost  re.signed  herself  to  death The  morning  of  the  26th  a  fog  came  on, 

and  unable  to  see  anj'  distance  through  the  fog,  she  gave  up  all  for  lost  and  lay 
down  in  utter  despair.  Soon  the  sun  shone  out  and  the  fog  disappeared,  when, 
looking  towards  the  East,  .she  saw  a  "golden  cross  shining  in  the  sky."  Then 
she  felt  that  God  had  answered  her  prayers,  and  again  took  up  the  march  with  a 
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thankful  heart.     She  approached  the  golden  cross  with  earnest  steps.      It  proved 
to  he  the  cross  of  the  Cathedral  of  San   Fernando-'-  in   San    Antonio  " 

In  the  great  raid  to  Lavaca  Bay,  in  August,  I^IH,  when  Linnville  was 
sacked  and  General  Felix  Houston  inflicted  a  memorable  defeat  on  the  Indians, 
Mrs.  Maverick  lost  many  household  effects  en  loutc  from  New  Orleans.  Amongst 
other  things,  was  a  set  of  law  books  for  Mr.  Maverick.  These  were  heard  from 
as  being  "  tacked  by  strings  to  the  Indians'  saddle-bows  and  then  u.sed  as  cigar- 
ette papers.  This  sliows  how  little  respect  the  Indians  had  for  Blackstone  and 
the  law." 

The  temptation  to  quote  is  constant  ;  in  1S41  we  read  about  the  society  of 
San  Antonio  as  follows  : 

"  We  began,  now,  to  have  a  society  and  great  sociability  amongst  ourselves, 
the  Americans.  During  this  summer,  1S41,  I\Ir.  Wilson  Riddle  brought  his  bride 
and  Mr.  Moore  his  family.  These  gentlemen  were  both  merchants  on  Commerce 
street.  Mr.  John  Twohig  (the  present  banker)  started  a  small  grocery  on  the  cor- 
ner of  Commerce  street  and  Main  Plaza.  Mrs.  Jaques  had  a  boarding  house  at  south 
west  corner  of  Commerce  and  Yturri  streets.  vShe  had  a  considerable  place  rented 
from  Yturri,  boarded  all  the  nice  young  Americans,  and  was  \-ery  hospitable  and 
pleasant.     She  was  a  good  nurse,  \-ery   kind   to  the  sick  and   wounded,  and  was 

ver)-  popular  with  the  gentlemen President   Lamar,  with  a  verj^ 

considerable  suite,  visited  San  Antonio  in  June.  A  grand  ball  was  given  him  in 
Mrs.  Yturri's  '  long  room,' — all  considerable  houses  had  a  '  long  room  '  for  recep- 
tions— the  room  was  decorated  with  flags  and  evergreens,  flowers  were  not  much 
cultivated  then  :  at  the  ball  General  Lamar  wore  very  wide  trousers  which,  at  the 
same  time,  were  .short  enough  to  show  the  tops  of  his  .shoes.  The  General  and 
Mrs.  Juan  N.  Seguin,  wife  of  the  Mayor,  opened  the  ball  with  a  waltz. 
We  were  forced  to  .smile,  for  the  gallant  President,  although  a  poet  and  a  first  rate 
conversationalist,  could  not  dance.  ...  At  this  ball  Hays,  Chevalier  and 
Howard  had  but  one  dress-coat  between  them,  and  they  agreed  tou.se  the 
coat  and  dance  in  turn  ;  the  ones  not  dancing  would  stand  at  the  door  and  watch 
the  happy  tenant  of  the  garment  disporting  himself  on  the  floor,  at  the  same  time 
continually  making  faces  to  remind  him  that  his  time  was  up.  Their  by-play  and 
good  humor  furnished  quite  a  diversion  and  amused  us  very  much 

"  During  this  summer  the  American  ladies  led  a  la/.y  life  of  ea.se.  We  had 
plenty  of  books,  including  no\-els.  We  were  all  young,  healthy  and  happy,  and 
were  content  with  each  other's  .societ> .  We  read,  joked  and  laughed  away  the 
time  and  in  those  days  there  were  no  envyings  and  no  backbiting.  .  .  .  Xow 
that  merchants  were  establishing  themselves  on  Commerce  street,  bathing  at  our 
place  had  become  rather  public,  so  we  ladies  got  permission  of  old  Senora 
Treviiio  to  erect  a  bath  house  on  her  premises,  some  distance  north  on  Soledad 
street,  afterwards  the  homestead  of  the  Jaques  family.  Thither  we  went  in  a 
crowd  every  afternoon  at  about  four  o'clock,  taking  the  children  and  their  nurses 
with  us  and  a  dainty  lunch  jirejiared  by  one  of  us  in  turn  to  eat  after  the  bath." 

»  Then  the  Tarish  Churcli, 
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An  eccentric  character  of  those  daj-s  wasa  Doctor  Weidemann,-— his  memory 
is  worth  keeping  green  as  showing  that  the  present  cosmopolitan  characteristics 
of  San  Antonio  are  congenital,  so  to  speak.  .  .  .  "He  was  a  Russian  scholar 
and  naturalist,  and  an  excellent  phj-sician  and  surgeon  ;  a  highly  cultivated  man 
and  spoke  many  languages,  and  he  had  been  a  great  traveler.  He  lived  on  the 
old  Chavez  place  on  Acequia  street.  I  remember  that  on  the  night  of  the  Indian 
fight  of  March  19th,  1840,  I  visited  Mrs.  Higginbotham,  as  I  have  before  stated. 
While  I  was  there  Dr.  Weidemann  came  up  to  her  grated  front  window  and 
placed  a  severed  Indian  head  upon  the  sill.  The  good  Doctor  bowed  courteously, 
and  saying:  'With  your  permission.  Madam,'  disappeared.  Presently  he 
returned  with  another  bloody  head,  when  he  explained  to  us  that  he  had  exam- 
ined all  the  dead  Indians  and  had  selected  these  heads,  male  and  female,  for  the 
skulls,  besides  two  entire  bodies,  to  preserve  as  skeletons.  He  said,  '  I  have 
been  longing  exceedingly  to  secure  such  specimens,  and  now,  ladies,  I  must  get 
a  cart  to  take  them  home.'  Dr.  Weidemann  had  taken  an  active  part  in  the 
fight,  and  done  good  service  mounted  on  his  fine  horse,  and  now  he  was  all 
begrimed,  bloody  and  dirty,  the  result  of  his  labors  as  a  warrior,  surgeon  and 
scientist.  He  soon  returned  with  the  cart  loaded  with  his  magnificent  speci- 
mens, took  the  two  heads  from  the  window  and  departed 

That  night  he  stewed  the  bodies  in  a  soap  boiler,  and  when  the  flesh  was  com- 
pletely dessicated,  emptied  the  cauldron  into  the  Acequia.  Now,  this  ditch 
furnished  the  drinking  water  generally  for  the  town  ;  it  being  understood  that 
the  River  and  the  San  Pedro  were  reserved  for  bathing  and  washing.  There  was 
a  cit}'  ordinance  to  this  effect  coupled  with  a  heavy  fine.  On  the  '21st  it  dawned 
u]5on  the  dwellers  on  the  banks  of  the  ditch  that  the  Doctor  had  defiled  the 
drinking  water, and  that  probably  they  had  taken  in  particles  of  Indian  in  their  fluid. 
The  people,  very  properly,  gathered  in  indignation,  a  mob  rushed  to  the  Mayor's 
office,  the  men  talked  in  loud  and  excited  tones,  the  women  shrieked  and  cried, 
the}'  rolled  up  their  eyes  in  horror,  they  vomited,  and  some  of  them  were  so 
frightened  that  they  suffered  mis-carriage.  Many  thought  they  were  poisoned 
and  would  die.  Dr.  Weidemann  was  arrested  and  brought  to  trial  :  they 
overwhelmed  him  with  abuse,  and  called  him  '  diablo,'  '  demonio,' 
'sin  verguenza,'  and  so  forth.  He  took  it  calmly,  assured  tiiem  the 
Indians  had  all  .sailed  by  in  tlie  night,  paid  his  fine,  and  went  away 
laughing.  Once  the  Doctor  lost  his  watch.  He  suspected  one  of  his 
servants— Jose  ;  and  after  waiting  in  vain  for  him  to  confess  and  give 
up  the  property,  he  determined  to  get  his  own  again  by  magic.  He  invited 
a  party  to  see  the  fun,  and  arraying  himself  in  a  figured  gown  and  a 
conical  hat,  and  preparing  a  fire  and  cauldron  on  the  roof  of  his  house,  he 
summoned  all  his  servants  to  his  presence  and  announced  that  they  were  all  to 
dip  their  hands  into  the  pot  ;  at  the  same  time  informing  them  that  the  hand  of 
the  guilty  one  would  turn  black.  The  conscience-stricken  Jose  waited  till  the 
last,  all  the  others  had  come  through  the  ordeal  with  clean  hands.  He  at  last 
approached,  plunged  in  his  hand,  and  when  he  withdrew  it,  lo,  it  was  black  ! 
The  wretched  man  confessed  in  terror,  and  immediately  gave  up  the  watch. 
Thereafter  no  Mexican  passed  Dr.  Weidemann  without  crossing  himself,  for  they 
all  firmly  believed  he  was  in  league  with  the  Devil.     The  Doctor  told  them  that  the 
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spirits  dC  llie  boiled  Indians  wert-  under  his  control  and  told  him  L-verything.  He 
set  their  skeletons  up  in  his  summer  house  and  defied  an\-  one  to  steal  from  him  ; 
it  is  needless  to  say  his  property  was  not  further  molested.  The  Doctor  was 
drowned  in  1^4-'I  or  1>^14  in  attempting  to  swim  Peach  Creek  near  Gonzales, 
during  a  rise." 

Mrs.  ]\Ia\-erick  gives  a  graphic  account  of  the  flight  from  San  Antonio  in  1842 
on  the  approach  of  Vasqnez.  She  mentions  the  burying  of  valuables,  the  disposing 
of  doubloons  in  bustles  manufactured  for  the  occasion,  the  turning  over  of  furniture 
to  Mexican  friends  and  other  incidents  of  what  is  known  as  the  "  Runaway  of  '42." 
Mr.  ^Maverick  and  many  gentlemen  escorted  the  ladies  as  far  as  the  Capote  Farm, 
the  Erskine  place,  on  the  Guadalupe.  ' '  On  the  way  from  Capote  Farm  to 
Gonzales  we  passed  King's  rancho,  which  had  just  lieen  deserted  bj'  the  owners. 
Here  was  desolation  amidst  plenty.  The  corn-crib  was  full,  the  .smoke-house 
well  supplied,  and  chickens  and  hogs  were  running  around  as  usual.  On  the 
front  door  was  pasted  the  following  notice  :  '  To  all  refugees,  welcome;  help  your- 
selves to  what  you  need.  Also  to  all  marching  to  repel  the  invaders,  take  what  you 
want  but  leave  the  remainder  to  the  next  comers.'  Hays  reoccupied  San  Antonio, 
but  the  fugitives  continued  their  flight  first  to  Gonzales  and  afterwards  to  La  Grange. 
Mr.  Maverick  made  a  trip  to  Alabama  and  returning  to  San  Antonio  to  the  fall 
term  of  Court,  was  taken  prisoner  in  the  raid  b\-  Woll  after  a  gallant  lint  ineffectual 
resistance  io  a  complete  surprise." 

San  Antonio  was  again  reoccupied  by  the  Texans  after  the  battle  of  the  Salado, 
Ijut  too  late  to  rescue  the  prisoners,  largely  on  account  of  the  jealousy  of  the 
commanding  officers  of  the  Texan  forces,  Moore,  Morehead  and  Caldwell. 
Caldwell  was  the  hero  of  the  Salado.  but  Moore  was  the  ranking  officer.  Each 
di\-ision  wanted  its  own  commander  to  lead,  leaving  Hays,  who  had  alreadj' 
captuied  the  Mexican  Artillery,  to  maintain  himself  unsupported.  The  troops 
returned  disgusted,  in  small  squads,  to  San  Antonio,  Woll  getting  off  in  safety, 
his  prisoners  being  already  far  on  their  way.  Mr.  Maverick  was  liberated  in  the 
City  of  Mexico  on  March  oOth,  184o,  through  the  good  offices  of  General  Waddy 
Thompson,  a  connection  of  his,  and  then  United  States  Minister  to  Mexico.  The 
remainder  of  the  prisoners  were  not  released  b\-  Santa  Anna  until  June  Kith  of 
the  same  \ear.  Mr.  Maverick  started  for  home  on  April  2d,  and  on  "  May  4th  he 
dismounted  at  cur  cabin  on  the  Colorado."  The  family  afterward  removed  to 
Decrow's  Point,  on  Matagorda  bay,  remaining  until  October  l-")th.  1N47.  They 
tound  the  town  on  their  return  much  changed  since  '42,  "emigrants  arriving 
daily."  .  .  .  "We  moved  directly  to  our  old  home,  the  fence  was  nearly 
gone  and  everx'thing  dilapidated."  In  July.  iS-")!!,  what  is  known  as  the 
Maverick  Homestead,  was  begun  on  the  corner  of  Alamo  Plaza  and  Houston 
street,  although  that  street  then  had  no  existence,  and  years  after  its  opening, 
was  known  as  Paseo. 

This  date  brings  our  quotations  to  an  appropriate  end.  but  we  close  the  MS., 
this  mirror  of  by-gone  days,  with  regret.  Our  extracts  have  been  limited  to 
matters  of  general  interest,  and  we  commend  them  to  the  reader  who  lives  in 
calmer  times,  and  who  would  learn  somewhat  of  the  .struggles  to  which  he  owes 
his  present  comfort,  with  the  admonition  to  profit  by  them,  not  onl\-  by  informing 
himself  of  the  facts  of  history,  but  also  by  ob.serving  some  of  the  spirit  of  that 
socielv  which  has  created  his  own. 
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Interview  with  Mrs.  Canterbury. 

"The  Republic  of  Texas!"  Nowadaj-s  when  "The  State  of  Texas"  is  so  con- 
stantly in  our  ears  we  are  apt  to  '  'disremember"  that  our  wide,  broad,  giant  Texas 
was  a  star  "apart",  "lone,"  by  itself  and  not  of  the  great  and  glorious  constellation. 
Every  year  makes  the  fact  of  the  Republic  less  familiar,  less  palpable  to  us. 
Every  year  thins  the  ranks  of  that  remnant  which  can  claim  that  the}-  were  citizens 
of  the  Republic  of  Texas.  Soon  this  will  be  a  coveted  famih-  tradition.  To-day 
real  old  timers  are  accorded  a  certain  respect,  not  more  indeed  than  is  their  due. 
One  cannot  help  being  reminded  of  that  exquisite  touch  of  Canon  Kingsley  in 
his  famous  "Westward  Ho"  b}-  which  he  illustrates  the  deference — almost  filial — 
of  a  5'ounger  generation  to  the  old  pioneer  "Pelicans"  who  had  sailed  the  world 
about  with  their  revered  and  worshipful  Master  Drake.  What  had  not  the 
"Pelicans"  not  enduied?  Fire,  battle,  murder,  sudden  death,  torture,  all  this  and 
more,  was  the  portion  of  these  "wilder  comrades  sworn  to  seek."  What  was 
there  then  for  the  sons  of  such  fathers  to  do,  but  to  emulate  as  far  as  easier  times 
would  allow  so  high  an  example?  Now  and  then  in  those  annals — mention  is 
made  of  noble  women  who  dared  to  share  these  perils  and  hardships.  And  in 
the  annals  of  Texas — of  the  Texas  Republic — that  sort  of  woman  was  not  so  verj- 
rare.  Scientists  have  adopted  an  "irresistible  impulse  theory"  with  regard  to 
the  tendency  of  people  and  races  to  travel — to  pioneer — ever  Westward,  the  conr.se 
of  the  sun.     Not  an  altogether  new  theory  if  one  may  credit  the  verse  maker. 

HE 

"The  suu  goes  West, 

Why  should  not  I? 
I  still  deem  best 

That  old  time  cry 
or 'Westward  Ho" 

My  love  dou't  j-oii  think  so?" 

SHE 

"My  sun  goes  West 

Why  should  not  I?" 

It  was  such  impulses  that  built  the  best  of  the  Texas  of  the  new  regime.  It 
required  no  weak  impulses  to  dare  the  dangers  of  those  early  days — war — 
Indians — and  an  almost  untried  future  were  no  inconsiderable  trifles.  There  is 
something  "deeper  than  the  lips"  in  .such  a  .simple  communication  as  "I  came  to 
Texas  a  bride  in  1841." 

"On  May  22d  1841,"  said  Mrs.  Canterbury,  "I  came  to  San  Antonio,  a 
bride,  with  my  husband  Wilson  Irvine  Riddle.  He  was  one  of  the  earliest 
American  merchants  on  Main  street.  I  was  a  native  of  Virginia,  my  maiden  name 
was  Elizabeth  Menefee.  There  was  a  Menefee,  one  of  the  signers  of  the  Declara- 
tion of  Independence  of  Texas,  of  our  fainilj-  I  believe.  I  was  married  however 
in  Tennes.see.  Colonel  Hays,  the  noted  Indian  fighter  was  a  connection  of  mine 
by  marriage,  he  married  my  first  cousin — a  Miss  Calvert  of  Seguin.  My  husband's 
store  was  that  little  quaint  two-storied  building  that  still  stands  next  to 
Sullivan's  shoe  store,  now  one  door  east  of  the  corner  of  St.  Mary's  and 
Commerce  streets.  At  that  date  it  was  one  of  the  most  important  buildings 
on  Main  or  Commerce  street,  and  altogether  considered  to  be  the  finest 
house    in     the    town.      It     was    some    vears    .subsequentlv     rented     bv    General 
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Harnc-v  for  >(i(l  per  month,  as  liis  residence  and  for  a  wliile  military  headquarters, 
and  still  later  Major  Helger  made  use  of  it  as  a  Quartermaster's  Depot.  It 
was  here  that  my  daughter  Mrs.  Eagar,  was  born,  as  also  my  son  James  Wilson 
Riddle,  a  merchant  of  Eagle  Pass,  Texas.  Mrs.  I-^agar  was  a  child  only  ten  days 
old  when  the  Me.Kicans  came  on  March  7th  1S42,  I  was  the  last  American 
lady  to  leave  the  cit\-.  I  went  to  Gonzales  and  remained  there  from  March  to 
October  isiii.  In  my  flight  I  stayed  at  Don  Manuel  Flores  ranch,  a  stopping  place 
between  San  .\ntonio  and  Seguin.  Mrs.  Maverick  went  afterwards  to  Decrow's 
Point  on  the  cu.ist  and  stayed  there  about  five  years.  It  was  a  terribly  an.xions 
time  for  the  women.  After  all,  these  Mexicans  under  Vasquez,  were  little  more 
than  a  band  of  marauders.  And  when  in  September  of  the  same  year,  WoU  was 
reported  as  advancing  upon  vSan  Antonio  with  a  large  force,  many  of  the  citizens 
determined  if  possible  to  make  some  kind  of  defence,  but  so  strong  a  force  was 
very  much  of  a  surprise,  and  man\-  of  the  citizens  were  made  prisoners,  even  as  the 
District  Court  was  sitting.  It  was  a  much  more  .serious  affair  than  the  investment 
of  the  city  under  \'asquez  in  the  spring.  Our  store  was  robbed  of  all  our  goods — 
and  a  claim  against  Mexico  for  the  damage  done  us,  is  still  unsettled.  The  claim 
was  made  through  the  British  government,  for  m}'  husband  was  a  Briti.sh  subject, 
but  in  the  midst  of  the  many  important  events  that  quickly  followed  each  other  at 
that  epoch,  the  claim  although  acknowledged  to  be  a  just  one  was  neglected. 
When  it  will  be  settled  I  know  not.  Fifty-three  good  citizens  were  taken  and 
put  in  chains  liy  Woll,  and  marched  all  the  weary  way  to  the  Cit}^  of  Mexico.  I 
knew  most  of  them  well.  My  husband  was  chained  to  Wm.  E.  Jones.  His 
l)rother  to  John  Twohig,  the  banker — at  the  time  John  Twohig  had  a  general  .store 
at  the  corner  of  Main  Plaza  and  Main  street,  where  Deutsch's  store  is.  He  coolly 
blew  up  his  store — declaring  that  no  man  .should  rob  him  of  his  goods.  Sam 
A.  Maverick  had  for  a  companion  Major  Colquhoun,  I  believe — then  there  were 
John  liradley  the  father  of  Mrs.  Waelder,  James  Truehart,  Judge  Hutcheson,  Dr. 
Hatch,  Dr.  ISooker,  Dr.  Mackay,  Duncan  B.  Ogden  and  many  others.  I  have  a 
list  liut  don't  know  just  whereto  find  it  now.  Many  men  were  killed  a  few  days 
after  in  the  fight  on  the  Salado.  It  was  a  dreadful  time.  I  also  knew  many  of 
the  Mier  prisoners — that  was  a  sad  bit  of  history — you  have  heard  all  about  that 
I  exjK-ct. 

Soon  after  I  came,  my  husband  gave  me  a  piano — it  was  about  the  first  in 
Texas.  I  was  the  only  plaj'er  in  San  Antonio  then — I  still  play  a  little.  I  had 
that  piano  until  a  few  months  ago,  when  I  sold  it  for  SIG;  I  am  sorr\'  now  that  I 
sold  it.  I  still  have  n)>-  old  music  stool.  When  the  Mexicans  came  I  had  my 
piano  hastil\-  boxed,  and  on  my  return,  that,  my  music  .stool  and  a  rocker  were 
almost  my  only  household  possessions.  Many  of  the  prominent  Mexican  families 
were  at  first  wealthy  and  well-to-do,  but  they  had  to  live,  and  they  were  not  mer- 
chants, and  extensive  farming  was  out  of  the  question  on  account  of  the  great 
danger  of  Indian  raids — they  did  not  dare  trust  themselves  for  long,  out  of  town, 
so  their  great  estates  dwindled,  and  passed  into  the  hands  of  others.  I  have  seen 
many  and  vast  changes  in  .San  Antonio." 

Man}-  other  interesting  matters  were  discussed  bj-  Mrs.  Canterbury,  and  per- 
sonal recollections  were  given  of  c\ents,  the  history  of  which  will  be  learnt  in 
school  by  the  children  of  Texas  for  many  future  generations. 
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A  Talk  with  the  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  Neraz 

About  the  Old  Records  of  the   Church    and    the    Missions. 

I  shall  not  soon  forget  mj-  interview  with  Bishop  Neraz.  The  meeting  at 
which  much  of  the  information  herein  written  was  obtained  was  one  which  im- 
pressed me  much.     It  was  an  appointment. 

The  morning  was  a  lovely  one  in  June,  warm  outside  but  cool  and  airy  in  the 
high  rooms  of  the  plain  but  comfortable  house  on  Dwyer  Avenue.  Would  I 
please  come  up  stairs,  the  Bishop  was  somewhat  lame  by  reason  of  advancing 
years,  and  found  it  difficult  to  move  about  ?  I  found  him  busy  in  his  rooms  but 
he  put  aside  his  work  upon  my  entrance  and  bid  me  draw  a  chair  towards  his  desk. 
He  received  me  with  a  direct  kindliness  of  manner  at  which  had  there  been  any 
restraint  it  must  have  vanished  at  once.  A  mixture  of  quiet  dignity  and  simplic- 
ity one  does  not  wonder  in  his  presence  that  he  is  Catholic  Bishop  of  San  Antonio. 

Said  the  good  Bishop  "I  have  brought  here  the  records  that  you  wished  to 
see,  some  of  the  old  archives  of  our  Church  and  the  Missions,  we  will  look  them 
over  together — there  they  are,"  said  he,  pointing  to  his  bookshelf — "Will  you 
please  bring  them  to  the  desk  here  ? ' '  Taking  up  the  top  volume  I  found  the 
leaves  of  the  second  one  to  be  loose,  and  before  I  could  secure  them  a  gust  of  the 
Ijreeze  through  the  open  windows  had  scattered  them  over  the  floor.  The  Bishop 
in  spite  of  my  remonstrance  hastened  to  help  me  to  gather  them  up  and  laughingly 
remarked  "  We  must  take  great  care  of  these,  the  wind  is  fresh  this  morning," 
and  then  we  sat  down  to  talk  and  write.  I  had  written  to  the  Bishop  some  few 
days  previously,  enclosing  at  his  desire,  a  string  of  questions,  so  he  knew  just 
about  what  I  wanted.  "  Your  letter  came  to  me,"  he  said,  "and  I  know  what 
you  require.  I  wish  that  you  had  come  to  me  some  years  ago,  for  my  memory  is 
not  so  good  as  it  used  to  be  for  these  things.  I  used  to  have  charge  of  the 
records  and  formerly  made  it  my  business  to  know  all  abount  them,  but  I  will  tell 
you  what  I  remember.  It  is  very  much  to  be  regretted  that  many  of  our  church 
records  were  destroyed  by  the  fire  in  the  Priest  House  on  March  2ord,  lS(i9. 
Many  of  the  older  records  were  removed  to  Zacatecas  bj-  the  Mexican  military- 
authorities  in  1824.  I  do  not  know  why  they  took  them  from  here  nor  if  they  are 
still  in  existence  at  Zacatecas  or  elsewhere,  but  it  is  a  fact  that  many  were  taken 
there.  The  volumes  that  I  have  here  are  very  old  and  about  the  most  interesting 
that  we  now  possess,  they  are  of  various  matters  concerning  the  church."  The 
books  were  in  manuscript  and  bound  in  thick  brown  rudely  tanned  leather  or  hide, 
worn  smooth  bj-  much  use  and  stitched  here  and  there  with  laces  of  hide,  most  oi 
them  were  quarto  shape,  eight  by  ten  inches  or  thereabout,  varying  a  little.  The 
character  of  the  writing  was  mostly  good,  some  of  it,  however,  was  difficult  to 
decipher,  many  of  the  "  ss  "  were  made  in  the  old  fashioned  way  like  "  f  f  "  and 
this  made  some  of  the  Indian  names  at  first  sight  a  little  doubtful,  for  instance. 
Tilosa  read  like  Tilofa  ;  Pasala,  like  Pafala  and  there  were  other  peculiarities  of  the 
times  and  style  in  which  they  were  written.  The  Bishop  made  many  running 
translations  from  the  Spanish  which  I  did  my  best  to  follow. 

"  Here  is  an  old  book,"  continued  the  Bishop,  "It  is  the  Record  of  Marriages 
of  Mission  Concepcion,  I   think  it  will  interest  you.      There  is  the  original  record 
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yi»u  see  'Mission  Concepcion.  I'liehlo  ile  Acnna,  founded  March  otli,  \T-'>\,  on  the 
border  of  the  Rix'er  of  San  Antonio.'  Here  follow  'Marriages  of  the  same 
Mission  IT^i^to  17!"','  let  us  make  excerpts  of  the  different  Indian  nations  men- 
tioned in  this  record  of  marriages.  The  first  marriage  is  Joseph  Flores  of  the 
nation  I'atumaco  with  Efiegenia  of  the  nation  Pasalat.  The  second  is  Juachin 
Antonio,  of  the  nation  Patumaco,  with  Brigida  of  the  nation  Pachalque.  The 
third  is  Chri.stoval.  of  Xacion  Grande  de  Patalca,  with  Beatriz,  of  the  nation 
Tilosa,  and  so  on,  in  17-".li  there  appear  to  ha\-e  been  no  marriages.  Other 
nations  recorded  here  are  Xarame,  Siquipil,  Tilpocopal,  Pusan,  Pasalat,  Pamache, 
Chayopina  and  the  eighty-first  marriage  is  that  of  Berndino  Chaygoya  of  the 
nation  Patumaco,  with  Anlonia  of  the  nation  Apache.  " 

"Here  is  a  'B'.iok  in  which  are  entered  the  Baptismal  Records  which  were 
made  of  the  children  of  the  Second  Company  of  \'olunteers  de  San  Carlos  de 
Parras  which  stayed  lor  remained)  in  the  Alamo.  The  Chaplain  of  it  being  Brn. 
Don  Manuel  Saenz  de  Juan  Corena,  and  it  begins  on  March  1st,  17SS.'  The  book 
is  apparently  opened  however  on  I-'ebrnary  lith  HS^i.  The  Alamo  is  also  herein 
mentioned  as  'The  Pueblo  of  San  Jose,'  a  st\le  it  bore  at  one  short  period  of  the 
Mission's  History;  this  book  runs  on  till  after  INUG  when  there  is  a  note  to  the 
effect  that  the  Chaplain  Jose  Bravo  having  died  then,  one  Cleniente  de  Arocha 
took  the  place  of  him.  It  is  in  the  beginning  of  this  book  that  we  find  the  memo- 
randum that  'On  May  Nth,  1714  the  first  (or  corner  stone)  of  the  new  Church 
of  San  Antonio  ( de  Valero)  was  blessed,  being  at  the  time  Clergymen  of  the 
Mission,  Diego  Martin  Garcia,  Mariano  Francisco  de  los  Dolores  and  Friar  Juan 
de  los  Angeles.  In  proof  of  which  I  sign  my  name  in  the  Mi.ssion  of  San  Antonio 
September  29th,  17-1")' — here  follow  the  three  signatures — this  however  is  appar- 
ently- a  copv  of  an  original  entr\',  made  at  the  date  of  the  opening  of  this  book. 

"The  next  volume  is  a  l)ook  of  Kpiscopal  orders,  the  first  signed  August  llth 
17l'il  concerning  various  matters  of  Church  Government,  these  orders  were 
brought  by  courier  in  advance  of  the  visitation  of  the  Bishop,  we  shall  see  men- 
tion of  this  later.  The  first  lengthy  order  in  this  book  refers  to  previous  general 
orders  from  Rome  dated  IG.Sl.thisis  in  October  1761.  Very  likely  if  we  went 
through  all  this  we  should  find  man\'  interesting  references  to  doings  of  the  times. 
''This  book,"  said  the  Bishop,  taking  up  another,  "is  of  similar  intention  to  the 
last,  it  is  the  record  of  'The  Bishop  of  tlie  2nd  Mitre,  begining  ]7'-l5' — it  is  styled 
Book  2.  Number  1  was  probably  lost  in  the  fire.  It  contains  copies  of  'Letters 
Pastoral  and  orders  which  belong  to  the  town  of  San  Fernando,  Royal  Province 
of  San  Antonio  de  Bexar,'  they  seem  to  have  been  .sent  in  advance  of  the  Bishop 
of  New  Leon  (Nueva  Leone)  b\-  courier  and  in  order  that  there  shall  be  no  miscar- 
riage of  the  document,  note  that  the  instructions  to  the  recipients  are  'and  you  will 
hold  this  until  the  Bishop  makes  his  \-isitation,  when  it  is  to  be  signed  by  him,' 
afterwards  it  is  sent  to  the  next  church  and  so  on  and  here  is  a  list  of  the  parishes 
to  which  this  letter  was  sent  :  Cordillera,  (Hills),  Cerrio,  Santiago,  San  Cantez(?) 
San  Nicholas,  Croizen?)  Cruallay,  Burgos,  San  Fernando,*  Reynosa,  Camargo, 
Mier,  Bahia,  Bexar,  Nacogdoches.  (Some  names  are  difircult  to  decipher)  "and 
see  the  careful  way,"  said  the    Bishop,  turning   to  the    end    of   the    volume,  "in 


INTERVIKW  WITH   RT.    RVX .   BISHOP  XKRAZ.  HI 

which  any  interpolations  or  additions  to  the  letters  were  avoided  or  made  imposible, 
'This  book  has  752  pages  used  but  there  could  be  used  757,"  and  here  are  the  five 
blank  pages  at  the  end." 

"The  next  book  we  come  to  is  a  book  of  the  Baptisms,  etc.,  of  the  Mission 
of  San  Jose — the  Second  Mission  as  we  call  it — here  is  a  memorandum  of  its 
contents  : 

Baptisms  of  the  Mission  of  vSan  Jose  1777  to  18:2o,  and  one  of  1824. 

Marriages  "     "         "        "       "     "     1778  to  1824. 

Burials       ':      "         "        "       "     "     1781  to  1824. 
This  same  book  also  contains  the  same  records  for  San  Juan  and  San  Francisco  de 
la  Espada   Missions   from    1818  to    1824  which    is    evidence   perhaps  that   the 
Missions  were  already  becoming  of  less  importance. 

"This  last  is  a  'Book  of  the  Government  (or  Administration)  and  \'isitation 
of  the  Foreign  Vicar  of  the  Province  of  Texas,  being  Don  Juan  Xepomuceno  de 
la  Pena.  Anode  1825.'  It  opens  with  a  circular  letter  sent  b}'  courier,  dated 
December,  1824,  entitled  'Orders  of  the  Church  concerning  Civil  and  Eclesiastical 
administration  together,'  and  signed  Sor.  Col.  Cont.  Citizen  Estevan  de  Ostin. 
It  also  contains  the  orders  of  the  Bishop  to  the  Priest. 

"We  have  otlier  Records  but  this  is  a  representative  lot  and  perhaps  these 
are  as  interesting  as  any. 

"I  am  not  sure  whether  Don  Juan  Xepomuceno  de  la  Pena,  the  Foreign 
\'icar  (Vicario  foraneo)  of  1825  was  the  last  President  of  the  Missions,  or  more 
likely  perhaps  F'rancisco  Maynes  who  was  named  Foreign  Vicar  by  Seiior  Dn.  D. 
Leon  Lobo  Guerrero,  Vicar  Capitular  and  administrator  of  the  Diocese  of  Mon- 
terey, on  September  30th  1825.  Ah — I  remember — certainly  F.  Maynes  for  he 
was  the  Reverend  President  at  the  time  when  the  Superior  of  the  Franciscans 
came  and  passed,  or  delivered  to  the  Bishop  of  Monterey  all  the  Missions  and  their 
lands.  Most  of  the  lands  of  the  Missions  had  been  divided  among  the  Indians  be- 
longing to  each,  with  the  exception  of,  it  appears,  fifteen  acres  which  the  Mexican 
Government  attached  to  and  granted  to  each  Mission. '  The  lands  were  I  believe 
given  or  distributed  to  the  Indians  by  suertes  or  lots.  Bishop  Odin  bought  back 
some  of  the  .suertes  and  the  taxes  of  this  land  have  been  paid  b}'  the  Church  ever 
since.  The  Church  has  been  in  possession  of  the  Mission  properties  since  1824  or 
January  1825.  Some  of  these  facts  may  be  seen  in  the  deeds  to  Bishop  Odin. 
The  state  never  excluded  the  rights  of  the  occupants  as  has  been  averred,  on  the 
contrary,  it  recognized  their  rights  as  is  proved  by  the  result  of  the  law  suits 
gained  by  Bishop  Odin  in  1856.  Mr.  Altgelt  knows  a  good  deal  about  these 
matters.  He  has  in  his  possession  a  book  which  gives  the  history  and  laws  re- 
garding these  lands  and  transactions. 

"Who  was  San  Antonio  ?  He  was  St.  Anthony  of  Padua,  he  was  born  in 
the  year  1195  and  entered  the  Franciscan  Order  in  1221,  he  died  June  loth  12ol." 
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Interviews  with  Dr.  Cupples— 1890. 

To  Dr.  Cupples  thanks  are  due  for  inan_\'  valuable  hints  and  suggestions  to 
the  compilation  of  this  work.  Was  the  editor  at  a  loss  to  trace  the  date  of  any 
particular  happening  of  the  earlier  da\-s  after  the  Texan  Declaration  of 
Independence,  if  Dr.  Cupples  could  not  give  it  out  of  his  excellent  meniorj',  in 
talking  over  the  event,  some  old  and  apparently-  insignificant  recollection  would  be 
incidentally  dropped  that  would  be  sure  to  lead  to  the  elucidation  of  the  point  in 
question.  It  is  interesting  to  note  how  closely  linked  in  one's  memories  are 
stirring  and  momentous  actions  with  the  commonplaces  of  every  day  life.  Once 
was  discovered  the  name  of  a  man  who  had  done  some  action  worthy  to  be 
forgotten,  but  which  was  not  inconsequent  to  a  more  important  event,  by  the 
Doctor  remembering  that  he  had  cured  the  man's  brother  of  an  extraordinary 
gall  stone.  It  is  the  evidence  and  aid  of  such  witnesses  as  Dr.  Cupples  that  the 
historian  even  of  modest  pretensions  knows  how  to  value.  Documentar)'  evidence 
is  one  thing  in  its  strength  and  firmness,  but  that  of  the  contemporary  or  eye 
witness  is  another.  A  dear,  musty-smelling,  frayed,  don't-touch-rae-or-I-shall 
fall-to  pieces  kind  of  document,  written  all  over  with  the  rigmarole  of  other  days 
in  quaint  old-fashioned  characters  and  signatures  of  familiar  sounding  names  and 
lots  of  dates,  is  indeed  a  treasure  and  invaluable  in  the  eyes  of  a  searcher.  But 
for  that  keen  interest  and  enjoyment  which  is  peculiar  to  trifiers  with  the  past, 
there  is  nothing  to  compare  with  the  excitement  of  hearing  that  of  a  truth,  such  a 
man  looked  thus  and  another  did  that  in  this  manner  at  such  a  moment,  when 
each  actor's  senses  were  strained  and  quivering,  and  the  listener  feels  that  the 
emotions  of  men  and  facts  in  some  momentous  doings  of  the  past  are  being  recalled 
with  a  vividness  that  no  second  hand  or  written  evidence  could  array. 

Dr.  Cu]>ples  has  seen,  experienced  and  endured  much  in  a  long,  active  and 
useful  life,  and  to  his  taste  for  action  he  has  brought  the  relish  of  a  learned  and 
enlightened  observation.  The  editor  here  wishes  to  acknowledge  the  value  to 
him  of  many  comments  by  Dr.  Cupples,  up(;n  notes  of  his  prior  to  their  final 
preparation  for  the  press. 

"  I  note,"  said  the  Doctor,  "  tlie  curious  discrepancy  and  anachronism  in  the 
fac  simile  drawings  of  those  seals.  You  see  this  Royal  .seal  dated  1S2.'J,  sometime 
after  the  secession  of  Mexico,  is  on  the  same  document  with  a  Mexican  Govern- 
ment seal  of  even  an  earlier  date.  M>-  explanation  would  be  that  in  the  desire  to 
have  the  document  legal  at  all  hazards,  it  was  thought  best  in  that  unsettled 
period  to  make  sure  of  having  the  right  seal  by  using  lioth.  I  don't  know 
that  it  was  so,  Init  it  looks  as  if  it  were,  does  it  not  ^ 

"  I  think  you  should  note  that  the  original  settlement  of  the  Canar\'  Islanders 
was  not  around  the  Military  and  Main  Plazas,  as  is  commonly  supposed  ;  that 
was  an  after  move.  The  first  settlement  was  at  the  San  Pedro  Springs,  between 
the  crossing  on  North  Flores  street  and  the  head  springs.  They  subsequently 
removed  to  the  location  of  those  Plazas,  concluding  that  it  could  lie  more  easily 
defended  against  the  incursions  of  hostile  tribes  than  the  settlements  at  the 
Springs.  The  Head  of  the  San  Pedro  had  alwa\  s  been  a  favorite  watering  place 
of  the  Apaches  and  other  hostiles  of  the  hills  to  the  north  and  northwest. 
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■  Yes,  I  remember  many  of  the  old  erections  around  the  enclosure  of  the 
Plaza  de  Armas  (Military  Plaza).  I  knew  the  man  Goodman,  you  speak  of;  I 
remember  him  well,  and  the  years  of  trouble  he  gave  the  city  before  he  was  finally 
ousted  from  the  property  on  the  Plaza,  just  opposite  where  Kalteyer's  drug  store 
is  now  was  the  location  of  the  property  he  claimed.  I  remember  he  once  came 
near  to  killing  Ed.  Dwyer  over  that  and  other  matters,  that  was  the  late  Mr. 
Dwyer's  father,  the  present  boys'  grandfather.  You  say  Juan  Seguin*  is  still  alive 
at  Laredo — well,  I  shouldn't  wonder  ;  he  wouldn't  be  so  very  old.  I  knew  his 
father  very  well,  Seiior  Erasmo  Seguin,  a  perfect  and  courtly  old  Spanish 
gentleman.  Juan  Seguin  was  Gefe  Politico  here  in  1835  or  '3(),  I  believe.  Grad- 
ually, and  piece  by  piece,  the  cit}'  acquired  the  properties  that  private  citizens 
claimed  on  the  Plazas,  and  finally  the  whole  space  was  cleared.  The  Bat  Cave  is 
a  remnant  of  these  old  properties  and  the  store  owned  b}'  the  Russis  and  rented 
by  Dnllnig,  on  the  northeast  corner  of  Military  Plaza,  was  the  last  of  all^the  en- 
closing buildings  to  disappear,  in  1888.  The  Plaza  de  las  Yslas  or  Main  Plaza, 
was  similarly  afflicted,  but  the  city  became  possessed  of  all  the  Plaza,  finall}-. 
The  Callaghan  and  Groesbeeck  properties  were  the  last  to  be  improved  off  this 
Plaza. 

"  That  portion  of  the  city  around  Market  street  from  Main  Plaza,  was  in  ante- 
Independence  days  about  out  of  the  thickly  settled  limits.  It  was  called  the 
Potrero,  or  the  place  for  horses,  because  that  was  where  all  the  horses  of  those 
who  came  to  town  were  put  for  the  night.  Eater,  Manuel  Yturri,  probably  the 
grandfather  of  the  present  M.  Yturri,  (the  Yturris'  are  a  famil}-  from  the  Basque 
Provinces,  I  believe)  built  a  house  on  Market  street,  and — let  me  see — McGloin 
lived  there,  too,  the  Empresario  who  settled  up  the  San  Patricio  country.  On  the 
west  side  of  the  Plaza  de  Armas  in  Spanish  and  Mexican  times,  the  entries  used 
to  be  closed  at  nightfall  by  rawhides  hung  on  chains  tightly  stretched  across  the 
narrow  roads.  Behind  these  the  settlers  in  the  Plaza  enclosure  were  safe  from  sur- 
prises b}'  Indians  and  their  arrows.      The  rawhide  was  arrow-proof 

"And  the  'Plaza  House'  was  a  prominent  institution  in  its  days.  This 
hostelry  used  to  stand  just  about  where  the  White  Elephant  was  and  Wo'.fson's. 
It  was  the  starting  place  of  the  stages  to  Seguin,  Port  Lavaca,  Victoria  and  a 
number  of  other  places.  It  belonged  to  the  late  Mr.  Billy  Elliott's  father,  the 
present  boy's  grandfather.  It  was  a  two-story  building.  It  was  there  that  old 
Winchell  tried  hard  to  break  his  neck  by  falling  from  the  upper  gallery.  Then 
Alsbury  had  the  house.  I  forget  who  was  the  last  holder  of  the  old  place.  The 
Padre  Garza  House  was  another  old  landmark  of  which  I  have  a  lively  recollection. 

"  I  came  here  on  April  27th,  1.S44,  with  Castro's  Colon}-.  Dr.  Herff  says  he 
finally  settled  in  San  Antonio  in  IS.'iO.  I  think  the  Doctor  is  mistaken  in  the 
year  ;  it  must  have  been  in  1849.  I  am  pretty  sure  about  that.  Yes,  I  was  in 
the  First  Carlist  War.  I  was  Staff  Assistant  Surgeon  to  the  British  Legion  in 
Spain  in  183(').  Afterwards  I  went  to  Paris,  where  I  met  Castro  and  came  here- 
Without  knowing  it  I  located  the  present  townsite  of  Castroville,  and  I  cut  the 
first  brush  there  for  the  first  clearing.  On  account  of  the  troubles  with  Mexico 
and  the  hostile  Indians,  it   was  found  impracticable   to  locate  on  the  Colony's 

*Siiice  this  was  written  Jiiaii  Seguin  has  died  at  New  I.aredo.     It  is  alleged  that  he  was  over  lid  years  of  age 
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chosen  lands,  so  Castro  bouglit  a  league  of  land,  paying  the  snni  of  8-' 11)0  for  it, 
which  lie  gave  to  the  colonists  ;  but  there  were  suits  brought  for  the  land, — 
disputed  title, — and  finally  the  colonists  had  to  pay  for  their  lots  at  Castroville 
twice  over  to  two  different  claimants,  to  Illis  and  to  another.  Mrs.  Cupples,  nij- 
wife,  was  a  Miss  Jaques.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jaques,  her  parents,  were  ver}' old-timers 
in  Texas.  Thej'  were  intimate  with  Stephen  F.  Austin  and  many  others  of  the 
earlier  settlers.  My  wife  still  possesses  a  watch  which  Austin  gave  Mr.  Jaques  as  a 
memento  of  his  gratitude  for  aid  rendered  him  in  his  escape  from  Mexico  in  IS.'!.'). 
Mr.  Jaques'  house  was  burned  by  A'asquez  in  1S42.  and  again  when  Woll  invested 
the  city  he  was  placed  under  guard  and  would  undoubtedly  have  been  shot  but  for 
the  intervention  of  Colonel  Carasco,  of  General  Woll's  staff,  who  pleaded  for  his 
life.     Colonel  Carasco  was  friendly  to  Mr.  Jaques  because  of  some  fa\-or  rendered. 

■■  Vou  spoke  of  the  Recapitulation  of  the  Indies,"  continued  Dr.  Cupples. 
"  Perhaps  I  can  tell  you  something  about  that.  It  was  n.  kind  of  code  and  record 
of  the  Council  of  the  Indies.  This  Council  had  its  seat  in  Seville,  I  believe,  and 
its  members  were  appointed  by  the  Crown.  It  had  control  and  direction  of  Spain's 
Colonies  in  all  parts  of  the  world.  Recognizing  that  water  was  a  chief  necessit\' 
to  the  existence,  not  to  say  success,  of  a  Colony,  they  devised  exhaustive 
regulations  and  laws  concerning  the  preservation  of  water  rights,  the  construction 
of  works  of  irrigation  and  the  control  of  such  water  always  to  the  best  public 
advantage  and  the  division  of  Suertes  of  the  Regadios  to  Regadors.  The  lot  on 
which  this  house  stands"  (the  Doctor's  residence  on  Soledad  street)  "is  entitled 
to  .so  many  hours  of  water  daily  irom  the  San  Pedro  Acequia.  It  was  formerly 
considered  to  be  an  inalienable  right  of  the  property  holder.  How  the  city  over- 
ruled the  privilege  I  cannot  explain.  The  importance  of  land  was  formerly  reck- 
oned by  the  hours  of  water  to  which  it  was  entitled.  One  of  the  rules  in  the  Re- 
capitulation was  that  navigable  streams  should  have  reserved  for  public  needs,  on 
either  bank,  a  strip  of  land  twelve  varas  wide.  The  San  Antonio  River  was  con- 
.sidered  to  be  in  their  sense  a  navigable  stream,  and  the  rule  undoubtedly  applied 
to  our  River.  Criraud  was  right  as  to  this,  Init  he  lacked  firmness.  He  was  a 
good  man,  and  had  he  sufficiently  insisted,  perhaj^.s  the  city  would  be  able  to-day 
to  boast  of  a  remnant  of  a  splendid  possession.  (.liraud  was  one  of  the  few  who 
.saw  the  right  of  the  matter  clearly." 

And  now  what  a  book  might  be  written  from  the  Doctor's  recollection  of 
the  know-nothing  movement  here,  of  the  great  war  and  of  the  famous  Vigilance 
Committee  troubles.      But  as  Mr.  Kii)ling  would  say — that  is  another  stor\-. 
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An  Interview  with  Dr.  Ferdinand  Herff,  Senior, 

May  19th,  1890. 

Dr.  Herff  said,  "I  came  for  the  first  time  to  America  in  184(3.  I  was  one 
of  a  Socialistic  Colony  and  Society  founded  by  a  number  of  young  men  of  good- 
family  and  position  for  the  purpose  of  emigrating  to  Wisconsin.  Our  Society 
made  some  stir  among  certain  circles,  principally  the  upper  in  Germany. 
A  few  years  previous  to  the  organization  of  our  Society  an  Emigration  Association 
had  been  formed  bj-  a  company  of  noblemen  in  Germany  under  the  Presidency  of 
Boos-Waldeck.  This  compan)-  had  partly  purchased,  partly  obtained  by 
Empresario  Grants  a  large  tract  of  land  near  San  Saba.  Prince  Solms  was  the 
next  subsequent  president  of  this  company  and  obtaining  further  land  concessions 
New  Braunfels,  named  after  Prince  Solms'  German  home  or  castle,  was  founded. 
Other  presidents  of  this  compan}-  were  Meusebach  and  Spie?.  This  Association 
having  heard  of  our  Society  and  its  intention  of  emigrating  to  Wisconsin  made 
overtures  to  us  pointing  out  the  advantages  that  Texas  offered  and  asked  us  to 
join  them  and  settle  in  their  territory.  We  agreed  to  do  so  if  thej-  could  offer  us  a 
sufficient  number  of  inducements  to  make  us  change  our  minds,  for  while  at  that 
date  Wisconsin  was  well  within  the  pale  of  civilization,  Texas  was  a  wild,  rough  and 
dangerous  region.  We  finally  decided  to  change  our  destination  to  Texas.  I  landed 
in  New  York  in  1846.  The  railroad  south  only  reached  as  far  as  Wheeling,  Va., 
from  whence  we  staged  it  to  New  Orleans  and  thence  by  water  to  Galveston  and 
from  Galveston  to  Indianola  which  was  then  the  western  Texas  Port,  we  arrived  at 
the  latter  place  at  the  end  of  April  1 847.  I  was  one  of  the  earlier  arrivals  of  the  vSocie- 
ty  to  which  I  belonged,  the  bulk  of  my  associates  came  over  in  August,  1S47.  The 
scheme  in  the  end  was  not  a  success  and  in  the  course  of  a  year  or  two  I  returned 
to  Germany  and  was  there  married  and  re-emigrated  on  my  own  account  to  San 
Antonio  with  my  wife,  arriving  at  San  Antonio  early  in  April  1850,  and  I  perma- 
nently settled  there.  You  see  I  had  frequently  been  in  this  city,  on  visits,  before 
this  time,  but  when  I  first  came  to  Texas  I  was  settled  some  two  hundred  miles 
from  here.  Many  of  our  old  German  citizens  came  to  Texas  in  those  3'ears.  All 
sorts  of  people  came  under  the  auspices  of  these  and  similar  Societies.  Texas  has 
received  its  population  from  many  sources,  this  was  one  and  an  important  one. 
Any  one  whom  thej-  could  induce  came.  This  Society  expected  to  reap  a  profit 
of  course.  Principally  by  letting  out  and  selling  at  cheap  rates  alternate  parcels 
and  sections  of  lands  in  their  settlements  and  grants,  but  in  the  end  it  came  to 
little  more  than  nothing  and  the  company  'busted  up'  and  the  colonists  for  the 
most  part  scattered. 

Dr.  Herff  continued  : 

"Another  important  Colony  was  that  of  Castro  which  was  one  mostly  French 
or  rather  Alsatian.  That  was  in  the  daj's  when  Alsace,  you  know,  belonged  to 
France.  If  I  remember  correctly  Dr.  Cnpples  told  me  he  came  to  Texas  with  this 
Colony  in  1844.  I  am  not  quite  sure  of  these  following  facts  but  it  is  what  I 
think  I  remember  him  to  have  told  me.  Dr.  Cupples  was  Staff  Assistant  Surgeon 
to  the  British  Auxiliarj-  Legion  which  went  to  Spain  during  the  first  Carlist  War 
there  in  1836.  He  afterwards  returned  to  Paris — he  speaks  French  fluently — it 
was  there  I  believe  that  he  met  Castro  who  induced  him  to  emigrate  to  Texas. 
Castroville  was  founded  by  this  Colony  in  1844,  September  3rd. 
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An  Interview  with  Mr.  John  Dobbin — 1890. 

"Can  \-i)U  tell  iiR-  when  such  and  sucli  an  event  happened?"  Is  a  question 
that  we  ha\e  had  occasion  to  ask  of  many  an  old  timer.  In  the  event  he  were  at  a 
loss  for  the  date  we  could  be  pretty  sure  of  the  answer  to  come.  ' '  Now  let  me  .see, ' ' 
would  be  the  meditative  reply,  "  I  have  forgotten  for  the  moment  the  date  of  that, 
but,''  and  with  a  smile  of  perfect  satisfaction  that  the  question  was  as  good  as 
answered,  "  I  can  tell  you  who  knows  more  about  that  than  any  other  man  living, 
just  ask  John  Dobbin,  he'll  tell  you  all  about  it."  And  if  we  had  not  very  recently 
teased  Mr.  Dobbin  about  some  other  knotty  question,  to  him  we  should  go  for  our 
information,  alway  finding  him  a  willing  witness  of  the  "golden  days"  and  their 
eventful  hours.  They  were  lujt  alway  golden,  there  was  in  these  early  daj-s  at 
times  a  good  deal  of  lead.  But  then,  pioneer  days  are  long  gone  by  in  Texas.  If 
some  of  our  romantic  northern  friends  could  only  be  persuaded  of  this,  there 
would  be  less  money  wasted  on  "  bulldogs  "  and  "  frontiers."  These  ideas  are  a 
relic  of  stormier  times,  times  when  the  Great  We.st  was  being  opened  up,  and 
when  all  that  vast  territory  was  perhaps  less  quiet  and  law  abiding  than  it  ought 
to  ha\-e  been.  .Such  epi.sodes  as  the  one  narrated  here  went  out  of  fashion  in 
Texas  earlier  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  wild  west.  It  is  an  event  of  '.")7,  and 
since  then  it  may  be  fairly  said  that  Western  Texas,  and  without  doubt,  San  Antonio 
has  .seen  less  of  h-nch  law  than  any  section  of  western  country.  Mr.  Dobbin  tells  us 
so  and  he  has  been  in  the  best  official  positions  to  judge  of  the  matter.  This  event 
was  the  shooting  of  Bill  Hart.  Bill  Hart  was  about  one  of  the  worst  desperadoes 
to  whom  Texas  ever  gave  a  home.  According  to  all  local  tradition,  "he  was  a 
pretty  bad  man," — he  was, — but  'de  mortuis' — and  the  rest — we  may  .speak  of  the 
good  work  of  the  \'.  C. 

"  I  had  better  write  it  down,"  said  Mr.  Dobbin,  "  I  shall  recall  the  circum- 
stances more  accurate!}',"  and  forthwith  the  following  graphic  account  was  penned  : 

"  Bill  Harl  was  killed  on  the  "iDth  da\-  of  Ma>-,  Ix'iT,  and  along  with  him  his 
companion  Miller  and  a  government  teamster  named  Wood.  Fieldstrop  also  was 
killed.  Fieldstrop  was  a  discharged  .soldier  and  had  been  emploN'ed  bj-  the  \'igi- 
lance  Committee  to  watch  Hart  and  his  part}-  the  night  previous  and  when  Hart 
and  his  friend  Miller,  passed  on  their  way  down  Mission  street,  they  were  fired 
upon  by  Fieldstrop  who  had  a  doubled  barreled  gun.  Miller  was  killed  dead, 
falling  in  the  alley  north  of  the  Brewer  house.  Bill  Hart,  too,  was  mortally 
wounded,  his  right  wrist  and  left  thigh  broken,  besides  having  eleven  buckshot 
wounds  in  the  region  of  his  kidney  on  the  left  side,  nevertheless,  such  extraordi- 
nary vitality  he  had  that  he  reached  the  Brewer  house  where  he  took  shelter  from 
his  numerous  enemies  F'ieldstrop  ha\'ing  reloaded  his  gun  in  Supervielle's 
hou.se  (just  behind  where  Wolf  &  Marx's  store  is  now,  on  Alamo  street)  ap- 
proached the  Brewer  hou.se  with  the  intention  of  giving  Hart  the  coup  de  grace, 
when  Wood,  the  government  teamster,  before  mentioned,  came  out  of  the  door 
and  ordered  Fieldstrop  off,  saying  that  Fieldstrop  had  done  enough  harm  already, 
also  that  he,  Wood,  was  Bill's  friend:  "  That  is  enough,"  replied  Field.strop 
raising  his  gun  and  firing,  killing  Wood  instantly.  At  the  same  moment  Hart 
appeared  at  the  other  door  supporting  himself  on  an  old  slKivel  shaft,  with  a  pistol 
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in  his  left  unwounded  band,  the  right  wrist  having  been,  as  I  say,  shattered  by 
Fieldstrop's  first  shot.  Immediately  Fieldstrop's  gun  was  aimed  at  Bill  Hart's 
breast,  bnt  it  snapped  and  missed  fire.  Hart  then  instantly'  fired  at  Fieldstrop, 
shooting  him  fairly  in  the  centre  of  the  forehead.  Hart  then  retired  in  a  dying 
condition  into  the  back  room  of  the  house.  At  this  crisis  Jim  Taylor  came  up, 
rushed  into  the  house,  his  head  and  shoulders  well  down  to  lessen  the  risk  of 
bullets  penetrating,  they  glance  from  the  bodj-  quicker  that  wa}-.  Hart  shot  him 
in  the  right  breast  as  he  entered  the  backroom.  Taylor,  however,  got  Hart  by 
the  hair  of  the  head  and  dragged  him  into  the  backyard,  shooting  him  repeatedly 
in  the  body.  Then  a  horrible  sight — everybody,  the  small  street  gamins  even, 
coming  in  at  the  death  by  the  dozen,  discharging  their  little  pops  into  the  dying 
man,  making  a  perfect  lead  mine  of  him.  Yes,  it  was  a  terrible  morning's  work. 
He  might  have  richly  deserved  his  fate,  but  believe  me  and  I  know  of  what  I 
speak,  these  matters  are  best  settled  by  the  law.  " 


Senora  Candelaria. 

On  Saturday,  March  17th  ISSS,  St.  Patrick's  Day;  I  believe,  I  went  with  a 
friend  (who  took  liis  Photograpliic  Camera  along  for  he   had   the  amatuer  craze) 

and  Mr. ,  who  was  an  acquisition  on  account  of  his  fluent  knowledge 

of  the  two  languages,  Spanish  and  English,  to  call  on  the  old,  verj-  old,  Seiiora 
Candelaria.     Our  interview  la.sted  for  upwards  of  an  hour  and  knowing  but  little 

or  nothing  of  Spanish  myself  I  asked  her  through  Mr.  a  few  questions 

that  I  thought  would  elucidate  what  some  deemed  to  be  obscure  pretentions.  The 
result  of  this  and  other  later  interviews  are  here  given,  and  the  reader  must  judge 
for  himself  the  value  of  the  statements  and  evidence.  She  is  at  least  a  very  old 
and  interesting  person,  lively  and  full  of  the  recollection  and  reminiscences  of 
the  men  and  the  stirring  times  of  the  Te.x:an  Revolution. 

I  asked  her  was  she  in.side  the  fortifications  of  the  Alamo  during  the  figlit  ? 
She  answered  unhcsitatingl}-  "Yes."  Was  she  in  the  Alamo  Church  building 
during  the  last  stand  ?  She  replied  as  before  without  reflection  that  she  was,  in 
tliose  moments  she  was  nursing  Colonel  James  Bowie  who  was  in  bed  very  ill  of 
typhoid  fever,  and  that  as  she  was  in  the  act  of  giving  him  a  drink  of  water  the 
Mexican  soldiery  rushed  in,  wounding  her  in  the  chin — .showing  an  old  scar — and 
killing  Bowie  in  her  arms.  She  demonstrated  this  scene  in  quite  an  activ^e 
fashion  and  showed  us  exactly  how  she  was  holding  Bowie,  her  left  arm  around 
his  shoulders  and  a  drinking  cup  in  her  right  liand. 

I  next  asked  her  what  was  done  with  the  bodies  of  the  Texans  ?  She  said 
all  were  cremated.  With  the  bodies  of  the  dead  Mexicans  ?  All  were  cremated. 
Were  there  many  Am^erican  families  living  in  San  Antonio  then  ?  Some,  but  they 
all  fled  or  the  men  took  refuge  within  the  Alamo.  Did  she  know  Mrs.  Dickinson  ? 
Yes,  but  not  well.  She  adopted  an  expression  of  considerable  repugnance  at  this 
question,  and  said  with  some  snap  that  Mrs.  Dickinson  hated  Mexicans.      Perhaps 
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Mrs.  Dickinson  had  some  reason  to  do  so  I  I  was  particular  to  ask  her  about  a 
child  of  Mrs.  Dickinson  and  she  said  that  the  husband  of  Mrs.  Dickinson  was 
fighting  as  one  of  the  defenders  of  the  Alamo  and  that  when  he  saw  the  cause  was 
lost  he  hastened  down  from  the  walls  and  took  his  son,  a  little  child,  and  tied 
him  around  his  waist  in  front  of  him,  t^ot  to  the  top  of  tlie  wall  at  the  front  of  the 
Church  and  jum]ied  down  among  the  fighting  Mexicans  below  and  both  were 
killed.  This  is  very  dramatic  but  it  is  not  I  believe  elsewhere  recorded.  Being 
anxious  to  know  about  the  daughter  of  Mrs.  Dickinson  I  asked  her  if  she  had  not 
heard  that  such  a  child  had  escaped  the  massacre  with  her  mother.  She  believed 
she  said,  that  Mrs.  Dickinson  had  taken  a  daughter  with  her  in  her  flight,  she 
had  been  told  so  at  any  rate. 

She  said  that  she  recollected  David  Crockett  before  the  fight.  But  she  could 
not  have  known  him  well,  for  Crockett  was  only  in  San  Antonio  a  few  weeks 
before  he  lost  his  life  in  the  Alamo.  The  rest  of  the  Texans  she  did  not  know  so 
well.  Most  of  these  men  came  to  San  Antonio  just  previous  to  the  siege.  She 
did  not  know  anything  of  Ben  Milam  who  was  killed  in  the  Veramendi  House  at 
the  storming  of  San  Antonio  in  December,  ISo.j.  She  had  not  heard  of  him  nor 
was  she  aware  that  he  was  buried  on  Milam  Square,  and  that  there  was  a  stone 
to  his  memon-  there,  though  her  house  and  jacal  were  almost  within  a  stone 
throw  of  the  place. 

I  then  asked  her  age.  The  old  lady  said  one  hundred  years  and  three 
months,  holding  out  three  very  wrinkled  fingers.  Her  hands  were  large  for  a 
Mexican.  She  looked  quite  the  age  she  said,  or  older,  for  that  matter,  great 
deep  ridges,  wrinkles  and  furrows  of  skin  on  her  face  and  hands  as  ' '  brown  as  is 
the  ribbed  sea  sand."  She  was  almost  toothless,  very  little  hair  of  a  light 
3'ellowish  color.  Xever  suffered  any  sickness,  quite  active,  alert  and  quick  to 
perceive  and  understand.  A  cigarette  smoker.  Her  eyes  she  feared  were 
Ijeginning  to  fail  her  :   tiiey  were  rheuniisli  with  red  circles  underneath. 

My  friend  next  interviewed  her  with  his  camera  and  took  two  excellent 
negatives  in  different  positions.  I  then  asked  her  a  question  upon  a  matter  which 
had  puzzled  me  and  which  puzzles  me  still,  though  she  had  a  read}-  answer  to  it 
as  she  had  for  any  other  asked.  She  informed  me  that  the  water  from  the 
Acequia  was  used  constantly  by  the  defenders  of  the  Alamo  during  the  siege.  I 
naturally  asked  why  the  besiegers  did  not  cut  off  the  water  or  divert  it  and  so 
distress  those  within  ?  She  said  the  Indians  at  the  Missions  wo\ild  not  have 
allowed  this  ! 

She  remembered  perfectly  that  there  was  a  roof  formerly  to  the  Alamo  Church 
prior  to  the  siege,  but  that  it  was  destroyed  during  the  siege  by  the  cannonading. 

She  had  given,  when  her  memory  was  better,  full  depositions  and  .statements 
of  all  her  recollections  to  Major  Teel,  and  that  he  held  the  same.  As  to  Mr. 
Gentilz's  picture  that  was  compiled  from  her  i^ersonal  descriptions  and  recollec- 
tions. It  was  very  good  :  that  it  was  an  exact  representation  of  the  Alamo  as  it 
was  at  the  time  of  its  fall,  and  that  it  gave  a  fair  idea  of  the  fight. 

vShe  mentioned  Mr.  John  Twohig,  .saying  that  she  knew  him  "  Como  mis 
manos." — "Dike  my  hands,  "which  is  a  favorite  •  idiom  of  the  old  woman. 
"  \'isitors  come  cverv  dav  to  see  nic  to  hear  mv  storv  of  the  Alamo." 
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Returning  to  the  subject  of  David  Crockett,  the  old  Sefiora  said  he  was 
one  of  the  first  to  fall  ;  that  he  advanced  from  the  Church  building  '  'towards  the 
wall  or  rampart  running  from  the  end  of  the  stockade,  slowly  and  with  great 
deliberation,  without  arms,  when  suddenly-  a  volley  was  fired  by  the  Mexicans 
causing  him  to  fall  forward  on  his  face,  dead." 

She  was  quite  anxious  to  remember  everything.  With  reference  to  a  man 
whom  many  regard  to  be  an  imposter,  and  of  whom  no  one  has  ever  gleaned 
anything  axithentic,  Seiiora  Candelaria  said  she  could  endorse  him  as  another 
child  of  the  Alamo.  vShe  remembered  his  frightened  condition  during  the 
bombardment.      "  He  clutched  her  dress  as  children  do,"  trs-ing  to  hide  his  face. 

Such  are  her  recollections  ;  the  reader  must  make  many  allowances.  So 
long  and  active  a  life  as  hers  must  be  crowded — more — overcrowded,  and  jumbled 
with  the  multitude  of  things  to  remember. 

On  other  occasions,  in  April  of  this  year,  I  revisited  her  twice  with  a  good 
interpreter  as  a  companion,  and  she  said  :  "  My  maiden  name  was  Andrea 
Castaiion.  I  was  born  on  St.  Andrew's  day,  in  November,  178-5,  at  L,aredo.  I 
am  105  j-ears  old.  I  have  been  twice  married  ;  my  first  husband  was  Silberio 
Flores  y  Abrigo  ;  my  second  was  Candelario  \"illanueva,*  but  I  am  called 
familiarlj'  Seiiora  Candelaria." 

I  may  add  that  I  read  to  my  companions  these  interviews  at  the  dates  of  our 
visits.  I  wrote  them  from  notes  taken  at  the  time  upon  arriving  home,  and  my 
companions  subscribed  to  ever\-  particular. 

*  I  find  the  following  iu  the  County  Records  —Ed. 

"  I  do  solemnly  swear  that  I  was  a  resident  citizen  of  Texas  at  the  date  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence.  That  I  did  not  leave  the  country  duriug  the  Campaign  of  the  spring  of  1836  to  avoid  participation 
iu  the  War,  and  that  I  did  not  aid  nor  assist  the  Eueniy  ;  that  I  have  not  previously  received  a  title  for  my 
quantum  of  land,  and  that  I  conceive  myself  to  be  justly  entitled  under  the  Constitution  and  laws  to  the 
quantity  for  which  I  now  apply.     April'JOth,  1837.  C.\ndel.\rio  VlLL.iNrEVA." 


Col.  Ford's  Memoirs. 


The  Fighting  of  the  Alamo. 

The  following  description  of  the  fall  of  the  .\lamo  is  from  the  memoirs  of  Col.  Ford,  a  gentleman  mentioned 
many  times  in  this  work— a  pioneer,  an  Indian  fighter,  a  Texan.  The  information  he  gives  is  derived  first  liaud 
from  informants  he  well  knew: 

In  1835  General  Santa  Anna  overturned  the  republican  form  of  government 
in  Mexico  and  violated  the  constitution  of  1824.  This  instrument  the  colonists  ot 
Texas  had  sworn  to  support.  He  reduced  the  number  of  militia  in  each  state  oi 
Mexico  to  one  for  every  five  hundred  inhabitants,  and  issued  a  decree  to  disarm 
the  remainder.  The  people  of  Texas  though  numbering  less  than  100,000,  saw 
the  meaning  and  intent  of  these  movements.  They  prepared  for  resistance.  They 
sent  troops  to  invest  San  Antonio.  It  was  surrendered  by  General  Cos  on  Decem- 
ber 10,  1835,  to  the  Texans  under  General  Edward  Burleson. 

The  Texas  troops  were  disbanded  and  went  to  their  homes,  except  a  small 
force  left  in  San  Antonio,  commanded  by  Colonel  Neill.     General  Cos  and  his  com- 
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inaiul  moved  in  the  direction  of  Laredo.     They  were  paroled  and  promised  not  to 
hear  arms  against  Texas  durin;^  the  war. 

The  body  known  as  the  "Consultation"  reassembled  at  San  Felipe  de  Austin 
November  1,  1^.".").  They  formulated  a  provisional  government,  elected  Henry 
Smith,  governor;  James  W.  Robinson,  lieutenant-governor  ;  Sara  Houston,  com- 
mander-in-chief, and  elected  five  of  their  members  to  remain  and  assist  the  gov 
ernor  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties.  The  "Con.sultation"  adjourned  to  meet  at 
Washington,  on  the  Brazos,  March  1,  I'^oCi.  The  five  members  remaining  at  San 
Felipe  de  Austin  took  it  upon  themselves  to  control  the  governor  and  General 
Houston.  Deposed  the  governor,  advocated  the  invasion  of  Mexico,  appointed 
officers  to  command,  and  had  a  large  number  of  troops  in  the  west  where  they 
were  beaten  in  detail. 

Colonel  Bowie  aided  General  Houston  in  his  efforts  to  concentrate  the  Texas 
troops.  He  came  to  San  Antonio,  saw  Colonel  Neill,  who  soon  after  left,  with  a 
view,  as  many  affirm,  to  procure  transportation  to  move  the  artillerj-  and  munitions 
of  war.  He  carried  Deaf  vSmith  with  him.  He  left  Colonel  James  Bowie  in  com- 
mand. Bowie  fell  sick.  In  a  few  days  Colonel  Travis  arrived  and  assumed  com- 
mand. Juan  N.  Seguin  sent  a  cousin  of  his  to  Laredo  with  orders  to  report  the 
appearance  of  a  force  from  Mexico  of  sufficient  strength  to  invade  Texas.  He 
returned  and  affirmed  that  General  Santa  Anna  had  crossed  the  Rio  Grande  with 
an  army.  He  forced  General  Cos  and  his  men  to  violate  their  parole,  and  to  take 
service  again.st  the  Texans. 

When  the  report  was  made  at  San  Antonio,  the  Texans  refused  to  Ijelieve  it. 
They  remained  too  near  the  town  to  learn  what  was  tran.spiring  outside.  A  sen- 
tinel was  placed  in  the  church  on  the  west  side  of  the  river.  One  day  he  reported 
Mexican  troops  westward  of  the  town.  A  man  a.scended  to  him  and  was  unable  to 
see  any  armed  m^n.  The  sentinel  was  accused  of  reporting  falsely.  Eventually 
Travis  ordered  Dr.  John  Sutherland  and  J.  W.  Smith  to  go  out  on  horseback  and 
ascertain  the  truth.  They  proceeded  to  the  top  of  Prospect  Hill,  and  found  them- 
selves within  1")0  yards  of  the  Mexican  army.  They  started  back  at  a  run.  Suth- 
erland's horse  gathered  mud  on  his  feet,  turned  a  somersault,  crippled  Sutherland 
and  broke  his  gun.  Smith  di.smounted  and  relieved  Sutherland.  When  they 
reached  town  and  reported  all  was  in  conunotion.  Travis  marched  the  Texans  to 
the  Alamo.  On  the  way  they  found  twenty  or  thirty  l)eeves,  which  they  drove  into 
the  fort.  All  was  activit\-  now.  Tlie  first  thing  was  to  place  the  building  in  a 
position  to  stand  the  seige.  That  night  they  tore  down  a  number  of  "jacales" 
(huts)  not  far  from  the  Alamo,  and  brought  in  the  wood  for  cooking.  Men  were 
told  what  part  of  the  walls  they  were  to  defend.  David  Crockett  and  his  twelve 
bra\e  Tennesseeans  were  allotted  a  conspicuous  point  to  cover.  Every  man  was 
at  his  po.st  and  ready  lor  dul\'.  This  is  learned  from  Dr.  vSutherland  who  wrote  an 
article  on  the  fall  of  the  Alamo,  full  of  information.  He  was  too  badlj'  hurt  by  the 
fall  of  his  horse  to  do  good  (lut\',  and  for  that  reason  Col.  Travis  directed  him  to 
proceed  to  Gonzales  and  procure  reinforcements,  a  dul\'  he  performed  properly  and 
prompth-. 

Gen.  Santa  Anna  reached  San  Antonio  Februar\-  liL'nil  or  ".^■'Ird.  Two  nights 
pre\iously  he  encamjied  on  the  Me<liua  where  he  learned  the  Texans  were  attend- 
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h\g  a  fandango.  He  formed  the  idea  of  reaching  and  attacking  them  before  day- 
light. He  was  encamped  on  both  sides  of  the  Medina.  His  ammunition  wagons 
were  on  the  west  bank.  A  rain  had  fallen  and  the  river  had  risen  suddenly  and  he 
found  it  impossible  to  get  ready.  A  norther  was  blowing.  Under  the  circum- 
stances he  gave  up  the  movement. 

He  was  of  the  opinion  that  the  Texians  would  occupy  the  Mission  Concep- 
cion.  He  said  it  afforded  more  facilities  for  defense  by  a  small  force  than  the 
Alamo. 

General  Santa  Anna's  army  numbered  about  4,000.  General  Tolsa  was 
expected  to  arrive  .soon  at  the  head  of  2,000  men. 

Dr.  Sutherland  mentions  the  sending  of  a  couple  of  officers,  under  a  white  flag 
to  demand  a  surrender  of  the  Alamo.  Colonel  Travis  dispatched  Major  Morris 
and  Captain  Martin  to  meet  them.  They  had  a  conference  on  a  foot-bridge  just 
above  the  present  bridge  on  Commerce  street.  Colonel  Travis  answered  by  a  cannon 
shot. 

General  Santa  Anna  intended  crossing  the  river  below  the  Alamo,  out  of  reach 
of  Colonel  Travis'  guns.  He  directed  General  Castrillon,  with  two  companies  of  the 
battalion  of  Matamoras,  to  gather  timbers  to  make  a  bridge  from  houses  on  the 
Alamo  side.  They  were  in  reach  of  the  rifles  of  the  Texians.  Within  a  few  minutes 
thirty  of  the  Mexicans  were  killed.  General  Castrillon  requested  General  Santa 
Anna  to  order  their  withdrawal,  if  he  wished  to  save  their  lives.  They  were 
withdrawn  at  once. 

The  unequal  contest  was  now  opened. 

On  the  third  day  of  March,  Travis  addressed  a  last  appeal  to  the  president  ot 
the  convention  at  Washington  on  the  Brazos.  He  said  that  "the  Ijlocd  red  ban- 
ners which  waved  on  the  church  at  Bexar  and  in  the  camp  above  him  were  tokens 
that  the  war  was  one  of  vengeance  against  rebels."  To  a  friend  in  Washington 
coimty  he  wrote:  "Take  care  of  my  little  boy.  If  the  country  should  be  saved  I 
may  make  him  a  splendid  fortune,  but  if  the  country  should  be  lost  and  I  should 
perish,  he  will  have  nothing  but  the  proud  recollection  that  he  is  the  son  of  a  man 
who  died  for  his  country." 

On  February  28rd  Travis  wrote  to  p-annin  at  Goliad,  asking  for  assistance. 
Fannin  attempted  to  march  to  San  Antonio  on  the  28th,  but  failed  for  want  of  trans- 
portation. This  was  the  last  chance  apparently  available  to  aid  the  defenders  of 
the  Alamo. 

On  March  ord  Tolsa  reached  San  Antonio.  General  Santa  Anna  began  to  pre- 
pare for  the  final  a.ssault  on  the  Alamo.  On  the  5th  day  of  March,  Santa  Anna 
issued  an  order  for  an  a,s,sault  on  the  Alamo,  naming  the  officers  to  take  charge  of 
the  four  attacking  columns,  the  columns  to  be  in  readiness  at  4  o'clock  a.  m.,  and 
to  move  at  the  sound  of  the  bugle  at  the  north  battery,  where  he  would  be  sta- 
tioned. 

Sergeant  Becera  thus  describes  the  contest  of  JMarch  (ith,  18o6: 

"The  troops  under  General  Castrillon  moved  in  silence.  They  reached  the 
fort,   planted  scaling  ladders  and  commenced  ascending,  some  mounted  upon  the 
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shoulders  of  others.  A  terrible  fire  belched  from  the  interior.  Men  fell  from  the 
scaling  ladders  by  the  score,  many  pierced  through  the  head  by  balls,  others  felled 
by  clubbed  guns.  The  dead  and  wounded  covered  the  ground.  After  half  an 
hour  of  fierce  conflict,  after  the  sacrifice  of  many  lives,  the  column  of  General  Cas- 
trillon  succeeded  in  making  a  lodgment  in  the  upper  part  of  the  Alamo  to  the 
northeast.  It  was  a  sort  of  outwork.  I  think  it  is  now  used  as  a  lot  or  a  court- 
3-ard.  This  seeming  advantage  was  a  mere  prelude  to  the  desperate  struggle 
which  ensued.  The  doors  of  the  Alamo  building  were  barricaded  by  bags  of  sand 
as  high  as  the  neck  of  a  man;  the  windows  also.  On  the  top  of  the  roofs  of  the 
different  apartments  were  rows  of  sandbags  to  cover  the  besieged. 

•'Our  troops,  inspired  b_\'  success,  continued  tb.e  attack  with  energy  and  bold- 
ness. The  Texians  fought  like  devils.  It  was  at  short  range — muzzle  to  muzzle, 
hand  to  hand,  musket  and  rifle,  baj'onet  and  bowie  knife — all  were  mingled  in  con- 
fusion. Here  a  squad  of  Mexicans,  there  a  Texian  or  two.  The  crash  of  fire  arms 
the  .shouts  of  defiance,  the  cries  of  the  dying  and  the  wounded,  made  a  din  almost 
infernal.  The  Texians  defended  de.speratel}'  every  ijich  of  the  fort — overpowered 
by  numbers  they  would  lie  forced  to  abandon  a  room.  They  would  rally  in  the 
next,  and  defend  it  until  further  resistance  became  impossible. 

"General  Tolsa's  command  forced  an  entrance  at  the  door  of  the  church 
building.  He  met  the  same  determined  resistance  without  and  within.  He  won 
by  force  of  numbers  and  a  great  sacrifice  of  life. 

"There  was  a  long  room  on  the  groinid  floor.  It  was  darkened.  Here  the 
fight  was  bloody.  It  proved  to  be  the  hospital.  A  detachment  of  which  I  had 
command  had  captured  a  piece  of  artillery.  It  was  placed  near  the  door  of  the 
hospital,  doubl)-  charged  with  grape  and  canister,  and  fired  twice.  We  entered 
and  foiuid  the  coqxses  of  fifteen  Texians.  On  the  outside  we  atterward  found 
forty-two  dead  Mexicans. 

"On  the  top  of  the  church  building  I  saw  eleven  Texians.  They  had  some 
small  pieces  of  artillery  and  were  firing  on  the  cavalry  and  on  those  engaged  in 
making  the  escalade.  Their  ammunition  was  exhausted  and  they  were  loading 
with  pieces  of  iron  and  nails.  The  captured  piece  was  placed  in  a  position  to 
reach  them,  doubly  charged,  and  fired  with  so  much  effect  that  they  ceased  work- 
ing their  pieces."  *  '■'■  *  •■■         ••■         •■'         *         *         *         * 

Sergeant  Becera  was  of  opinion  that  the  two  last  men  killed  were  Travis 
and  Crockett,  though  he  admitted  he  did  not  know  them  personally  and  might  be 
mi.staken  as  to  their  identity. 

The  Alamo,  as  has  lieen  stated,  was  entered  at  daylight:  the  fight  did  not 
cease  till  9  o'clock. 

"tieneral  Santa  Anna  directed  Colonel  Mora  to  send  out  his  cavalry  to  bring 
in  wood.  He  ordered  that  they  should  make  prisoners  of  all  the  inhabitants  they 
might  meet,  and  force  them  to  pack  wood  to  the  Alamo.  In  this  manner  a  large 
quantity  of  wood  was  collected.  A  large  pile  was  raised.  It  consisted  of  layers 
of  wood  and  layers  of  corpses  of  Texians.  It  was  set  on  fire.  The  bodies  oftho.se 
brave  men  who  fell  fighting  that  morning,  as  men  have  .seldom  fought,  were 
reduced  to  ashes  before  the  sun  was  set.     It  was  a  nielancholy  .spectacle." 
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Don  Ivino  Ruiz,  a  respectable  Mexican  of  Brownsville,  claimed  to  have  been 
one  of  the  men  compelled  to  pack  wood  on   that  occasion.       *         *         * 

Mr.  Xagle,  an  Englishman,  inscribed  their  names  on  a  stone  of  the  Alamo. 
It  has  an  inscription:  "Thermopylae  had  her  messenger  of  defeat,  but  the  Alamo 
had  none."     That  memorial  is  at  Austin. 

The  number  of  Texians  who  fell  cannot  be  accurately  ascertained.  Dr. 
Sutherland  placed  it  at  172.  About  twenty  Mexicans  joined  them.  But  four  of 
these  remained  to  be  massacred. 

Eight  or  ten  Mexican  ladies  were  in  the  Alamo  when  it  fell.  Mrs.  Als- 
bur}',  an  adopted  daughter  of  Governor  Veramendi  and  her  little  sister,  Seiioras 
Candelaria,  Losoyo  and  others  were  present  at  the  end  of  the  siege.  Seiiora 
Candelaria  was  nursing  Bowie,  sick  of  tj-phoid  fever.  She  says  she  raised 
his  head  to  give  him  water,  when  the  Mexican  soldiers  came  in  bayoneted  him 
and  gave  her  a  wound  in  the  face.  Mrs.  Alsburj'  told  Mrs.  Maverick  that  the 
Mexican  soldiers  hoisted  Colonel  Bowie's  body  on  their  bayonets  until  the  blood 
covered  their  clothes.      A  Mexican  colonel  rushed  to  them  and  stopped  them. 

Sergeant  Becera  thus  speaks  of  the  Mexican  loss  and  is  corroborated  b)-  Dr. 
Sutherland: 

"There  was  an  order  to  gather  oxw  own  dead  and  wounded.  It  was  a  fear- 
ful sight.  Our  lifeless  soldiers  covered  the  ground  surrounding  the  Alamo.  The}' 
were  heaped  inside  the  fortress.  Blood  and  brains  covered  the  earth,  the  floor, 
and  had  spattered  the  walls.  The  ghastly  faces  of  our  comrades  met  our  gaze. 
We  removed  the  bodies  with  despondent  hearts.  Our  loss  in  front  of  the  Alamo 
was  represented  at  two  thousand  killed,  and  more  than  three  hundred  wounded. 
The  killed  were  generally  struck  on  the  head.  T'ne  wounds  were  generally'  in  the 
neck  or  shoulders,  seldom  below  that.  The  firing  of  the  beseiged  was  fearfully 
precise.  When  a  Texas  rifle  was  leveled  at  a  Mexican  he  was  considered  as 
good  as  dead.  All  this  indicates  the  dauntless  bravery  and  the  cool  self-posses- 
sion of  the  men  who  were  engaged  in  a  hopeless  conflict  with  an  eneni}-  number- 
ing more  than  twentj'  to  one.  They  inflicted  on  us  a  loss  ten  times  greater  than 
they  sustained.  The  victory  of  the  Alamo  was  dearly  bought.  Indeed  the  price 
in  the  end  was  well  nigh  the  ruin  of  Mexico." 
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The  Alamo  Monument. 
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The  momiinent  of  the  Alamo  at  Austin,  has  Travis  on  the  South  I'ront, 
Bowie  on  the  Ivast  front,  Crockett  on  the  X'orth  front  and  lionhani  on  the  West 
front.  Heneath  these,  inscribed  (ju  tlie  Xorth  and  South  fronts,  liy  Mr.  Xagle, 
are  the  foUowin"'  names  : 


M.  Autrey, 

R.  AUeu, 

M.  Andress, 

Avers, 

Anderson, 

W.  Blazeby, 

J.  B.  Boiirnan, 

Baker, 

S.  C.  Blair, 

Blair, 

Brown, 

Bowin, 

Balentine, 

J.  J.  Baugh, 

Burnell, 

J.  ]'.utk-r, 

J.  Baker. 

Burns, 

Bailej-, 

J.  Beard, 

Baliess, 

Bourne, 

R.  Cunningham, 

J.  Clark, 

J.  Cane, 

Clond, 

S.  Crawford, 

Cary 

W.  Cunimings, 

R.  Crossnian, 

Cockran, 

G.  Cottle, 

S.  Dust, 

J.  Dillard, 

-A.  Dickinson, 

C.  Despalier, 
L.  Davell, 
J.  C.  Day, 
J.  Dickens, 
Devault, 
\V    Dead  ruff, 
J.  Krving, 
T.  R.  Evans, 

D.  Floyd, 
J.  Flanders, 
W.  Fishpaugh, 
Forsythe, 
G.    Fuga, 
J.  C.  Goodrich, 
J.  George. 
J.  Ciaston, 
J.  C.  Garrett, 
C.  Grimes, 
Groyn. 

To  these  Mrs.  Candelari 
Jose  JIarern  Cabre 
Elijio  or  F^lias  Los( 

These  make  17<1  slain. 


J.  E.  Garwiu, 
Gillmore, 
Hutchason 
S.  Hollaway, 
Harrison, 
Hieskell, 
J.  Haves, 
Horrell, 
Harris. 
Hankins, 
J.  Holland, 
\V.  Hersie, 
Ingram, 
John 
J.  Jones, 
Iv,  Johnson, 

C.  B  Jamison, 
\V.  Johnson, 
T.  Jackson, 

D.  Jackson, 
Jackson, 

G.  Kemlde, 

A.  Kent, 

W.  King, 

Kenney, 

J.  Kennv, 

Xewis, 

W.   Linn, 

Lanio, 

W.  Lightfoot, 

\Vm.  Lightfoot, 

G.  W.  Lynn, 

Lewis, 

J.  Lonlv, 

\V.  Mills, 

Micheson, 

E.  T,  Mitchell, 
!•;.  Melton, 
McGregor, 

T.  Miller, 

J.  McCov, 

E.  Morton, 

R.  Mussalman, 

Millsop, 

R.  B.  IMoore, 

\V.  JIarshall, 

Jloore, 

R.  JIcKennev, 

:\IcCafertv, 

J.  McGee, 

G.  W.  Main, 

Ct.  Xelson, 

Nelson, 

J.  Noland. 
a  adds  the  followin 
a,  Tula,  Jlexico, 
va,  ,San  .Antonio, 


Xelson, 

Win.  G.  Xelson, 

C.  Ostiner, 

Pelone. 

C.   Parker, 

N.  Pollard, 

G.  Paggau, 

McQuerry, 

S.  Robinson, 

Reddenson, 

N.  Rough, 

Rusk. 

Robbins, 

W.  Smith, 

Sears, 

C.  .Smith, 

Stockton, 

Stewart, 

A.  Smith, 

J.  C.  Smith, 

■Sewall, 

A.  Smith, 

Simpson, 

R.  Star. 

Starn, 

X.  Sutherland, 

W.  Suuiniers, 

J.  Summerline 

Thompson, 

Tomlinsou, 

E.  Taylor,  "j 

(i.  Tavlor,  -  Bro: 

J.    Ta'vlor,  j 

W.  Taylor, 

Thornton, 

Thomas, 

J.  M.  Thruston, 

Valentine. 

Williamson, 

J.  L.  Wilson, 

Warner, 

I).  Wilson, 

Walsh. 

Washington, 

W.  Wells, 

C.  Wright, 
R.  White, 

J.  Washington, 
T.  Waters, 
Warnall, 
J.  White, 

D.  Wilson, 
J.  Wilson, 
A.  Wolf. 


Mexicans: 
Jose  Maria  Jimenes,  Mexico. 
Jacinto,  from  the  coast  of  Texas 

Dr,  Sutherland  .stated  172. 


*  It  is  also  designed  to  rear  a  shaft  m  the  centre  of  Alamo  Plaza,  to  commemorate,  in  marbt 
the  incidents  of  the  tight  of  the  Alamo,  and  of  other  contests  of  the  revolution  against  Mexi< 
for  this  monument  has  already  lieen  set  aside  1)\- the  city  council  of  rian  .Antonio. 
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The  County  Records. 

The  expression  "hunting  it  up  in  the  records"  is  an  apt  phrase.  It  must 
have  been  coined  by  a  man  who  could  appreciate  the  similarity  of  the  keen  feel- 
ing of  the  chase  with  that  ardor  that  an  elusive  fact  arouses  in  one  when  it  is  traced 
and  followed  from  document  to  document  until — ping  !  and  you  have  it  on  the 
point  of  your  Faber.  It  is  almost  like  the  pig  sticking  of  India — for  '  'facts  are  stub- 
born things."  Man}?-  an  enjoyable  '  'run"  has  been  made  in  the  County  Vault,  with 
what  measure  of  success  we  leave  the  reader  and  critic  to  judge.  If  our  bag  is 
not  full  and  we  fail  to  obtain  a  mede  of  admiration  for  good  sport,  we  still  have 
the  relish  of  the  pursuit,  not  to  speak  of  the  remembrance  of  the  encouragement 
and  help  that  has  ever  generously  been  accorded  bj-  that  Nimrod  of  the  records, 
Mr.  Thad.  Smith.  To  him  our  thanks  are  due  for  many  a  hint.  His  aid  was  found 
invaluable.  His  intimate  knowledge  of  the  vast  amount  of  writing  stowed 
away  enabled  us  to  take  many  a  short  cut.  The  task  we  set  ourselves  is  all  but 
completed  and  space  onl}^  allows  of  the  merest  mention  of  so  much  that  would 
make  the  most  interesting  reading  if  intelligentl}'  edited  and  compiled.  Suffice 
it  to  say  that  there  is  material  enough  and  to  spare  to  weave  either  history  or 
romance  interminable.  Romance  of  real  events  and  life,  stranger  than  the 
strangest  fiction.  Deeds,  documents,  proclamations,  letters,  wills,  statements, 
dispatches,  grants  and  agreements,  in  fine  every  form  of  documentary  evidence 
relating  to  the  doings  of  Bexar  and  its  restless  children  for  a  hundred  and  fift}' 
years. 

Here,  a  document  relating  to  deep  water  on  the  coast — not  by  any  means  a 
new  question  it  appears  for  it  speaks  of  the  exploration  of  Matagorda  and  Aran- 
7.U7.U  Bays,  by  the  Conde  de  Galvez  in  1(190,  one  expedition  going  by  land  and 
another  b}-  sea,  when  it  was  reported  among  other  things  that  "the  port  of  Mata- 
gorda has  a  good  depth."  Again,  in  June,  1804  an  expedition  went  forth  to 
explore,  and  the  exjjlorers  had  to  anchor,  we  are  told,  for  three  days  in  Espiritu 
Santo  bay.  Other  papers  endorsed  "Geographical"  are  doubtless  of  historical  inter- 
est. Here,  are  papers  relating  to  the  partition  of  the  Mission  Concepcion  lands, 
with  the  names,  sexes  and  condition  of  the  recipients,  dated  A.  D.  ITSfi. 

The  next  paper  is  a  description  of  a  disastrous  flood  of  the  San  Antonio  river 
and  ditches  which  destroyed  much  property,  with  a  list  of  drowning  casualties, 
July  5th,  1S19.  FoUowih^  is  a  Toya.\  decree  making  vaccination  compulsor}^ 
dated  May  20th  1804.  Another  census  of  the  Missions.  Decrees  of  Coahuila 
and  Texas,  1808.  Census  of  the  Alamo,  Dec.  31st,  1808.  City  ordinances  1827-28. 
Boundaries  of  Texas.  Anglo-Americans  and  their  doings.  Description  of  jail 
and  barracks  built  by  Ripperda  in  177o.  Then  an  intensely  interesting  letter 
from  Antonio  Morales,  from  New  Orleans  just  after  the  battle  in  1815,  concern- 
ing the  pirates  of  the  gulf  coa,st  and  the  part  they  took  in  the  fight.  Ordinances 
of  La  \'illa  Capital  de  San  Fernando  founded  November  2Sth,  1730  by  Antonio 
de  Aviles,  or  rather  the  growing  settlement  was  then  erected  into  a  Royal 
Presidio.  Large  numbers  of  military  papers,  rosters  and  rolls  of  the  Spanish 
armies.  Papers  relating  to  American  colonists  and  their  "  uprisings  " — prisoners 
of  war. 
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This  is  only  a  partial  list  of  the  historical  evidence  accumulated  in  the  county 
vault.  It  is  sufficient  to  show  that  there  is  much  material  for  an  ambitious  local 
hi.storiau. 

Mem.— ni  tlie  County  Records  may  be  seen  a  power  ol  atloniey  to  Domingo  Bustillo  from  James  Bowie,  to 
administer  James  Bowies  properly  and  the  property  belonging  to  James  Bowie's  deceased  wife,  frsula  de  Vera- 
mendi,  during  his.  the  said  James  Bowie's  absence  from  San  .^utonio,     Dated  June  2(ith.  IX'A. 

Mem.— The  Saints  are  usually  spoken  of  in  the  documents  as   "Sefior  San  Jose,  etc." 
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By  the  Canary  Island  Settlers,  1730-31. 

On  pages  293  at  seq.,  of  the  work  "Apuntes  para  la  Historia  Antigua  de  Coa- 
huila  y  Texas,"  per  Esteban  L.  Portillo,  already  mentioned  in  a  note  appended  to 
the  plan  of  Mission  Concepcion,  are  some  interesting  passages  of  earliest  San  Anto- 
nio histor}-.  The  author,  Portillo,  gives  at  length  a  document  which  he  says  is 
to  be  found  in  the  City  Records  of  Saltillo  concerning  certain  aid  and  assistance 
rendered  by  Don  Mathias  de  Aguirre  to  the  sixteen  families  of  Canary  Island 
emigrants  when  on  their  way  through  Saltillo  to  the  Presidio  of  San  Antonio  de 
Bexar.  The  document  as  it  stands  is  not  quite  lucid,  at  least  not  from  the  modern 
reader's  point  of  viev,-.  It  requires  some  explanation  here  and  there,  and  the  edi- 
tor regrets  that  for  the  present  he  is  unable  to  inspect  the  original  document, 
to  see  if  there  is  not  "more  to  it."  For  instance,  the.se  sixteen  Canary  Island  fam- 
ilies, numbering,  as  the  document  avers,  fifty-six  persons,  arrived  in  San  Antonio 
according  to  accepted  history  and  tradition,  on  Xovember  2Sth,  1730,  and  here 
apparently,  are  fifteen  persons  representing  sixteen  families,  four  of  whom  rep- 
resent one  family  of  themselves,  *  already  (Jan.  "JSIth,  1731  ),  back  in  Saltillo, 
■witnessing  to  this  voucher  of  substance  delivered  to  them,  all  in  order  that 
Don  Mathias  de  Aguirre  may  be  paid.  Are  we  to  suppose  that  these  men 
made  the  long  weary  journey  back  to  Saltillo  just  for  this  purpose  and  noth- 
ing more,  or  was  Saltillo  the  early  trading  post  of  this  new  Texas  Territory  and 
did  they  visit  Saltillo  for  these  two  or  more  purposes?  The  reader  must  answer 
for  himself  this  and  other  questions  that  will  natural!}-  arise  upon  the  perusal  of 
the  following  most  interesting  matter  : 

The  author  E.  E.  Portillo  says  : 

"  By  a  Royal  decree  of  10th  May,  17"23,  the  King  of  Spain  ordered  that  four 
hundred  families  from  the  Canary  Islands  should  emigrate  (pasaran)  to  populate 
Texas 

"I  think  it  opportune  that  the  names  of  the  founders  of  Bexar  should  be 
known,  after  having  remained  forgotten  for  so  manj-  years.  In  an  official  docu- 
ment existing  in  the  Archives  of  the  Town  Hall  of  this  cityr  is  to  be  found  a 
valuable  record  leading  back  to  the  year  17'">1." 

■'This  reads  something  like  one  of  those  equations  in  .Algebra  with   which  the  good   Bishop  Colen.so  used  to 
pn^zle  us.- 
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lu  the  town  of  Santiago  del  Saltillo  de  la  Nueva  Vizcaia,  on  the  twenty-ninth  of  January, 
1731,  appeared  present  before  me  the  Notary  Public  and  the  undersigned  witnesses  : 

Juan  Leal  Goraz,  Juan  Leal  the  boy,  Antonio  Santos,  Salvador  Rodriguez,  Josephe 
Cabrera,  Manuel  de  Niz,  Francisco  Arocha,  Vicente  Alvarez,  Juan  Delgado,  Marino  Melano, 
Juan  Curbelo,  and  Phelipe  Perez,  Josephe  Antonio,  Martin  Lorenzo,  Ignacio  Lorenzo. 
These  last  four  comprise  one  family.  They  are  sixteen  families,  although  the  Derrotero 
counted  but  fifteen.  It  was  resolved  here  by  Captain  Don  Mathias  de  .\guirre,  at  the  request 
of  the  above  named  parties,  to  adjust  (or  regulate]  for  sixteen  families,  numbering  altogether 
fifty-six  persons,  and  these  families  declared  that  having  presented  and  represented  in  writing 
to  Captain  Mathias  de  Aguirre  that  they  came  without  provisions  of  any  kind  and  were  with 
neither  mules  nor  horses,  as  stated  to  his  Honour  (or  to  his  Worship)  and  proved  by  the  fact 
that  the  horses  they  had  exchanged  were  unable  to  continue  the  journey,  and  the  mules  had 
been  returned  to  their  owners  ;  that  in  order  that  they  might  be  enabled  to  continue  the 
journey  to  the  Presidio  of  San  Antonio  de  Vejar*  they  were  given  what  was  most  convenient 
and  necessary,  namely  :  Eighty-six  horses,  as  stated  in  detail  in  the  account  of  the  repartition 
that  was  made  to  each  one  of  the  families  ;  also,  seventy-seven  mules  loaded  with  provisions 
for  their  maintenance  during  the  journey  from  this  town  to  San  .Antonio;  also,  twenty-seven 
mules  moreover  to  carry  biscuit,  meat  and  everything  needed  and  necessary  ;  also,  four  mules 
employed  to  carry  four  panier  loads  (cargas  de  arganas),  making  in  all  the  number  alluded 
to,  seventy-seven  t  mules.  Also,  sixteen  yokes  of  oxen.  But  His  Excellency  ordered  Captain 
Don  Mathias  de  Aguirre  to  give  only  fifteen  yokes,  yet  there  was  added  one  yoke  for  the  four 
single  men  who  make  up  a  family,  adding  to  said  yoke  the  necessary  ploughshare,  an  axe  and 
a  pickaxe.  In  the  same  manner  they  declared  having  received  from  the  said  Captain  sixteen 
metates  j  with  their  grinding  stones,  as  His  Excellency  had  ordered  the  said  Captain.  And 
they  said  that  the  said  Captain  had  delivered  faithfully  and  without  fault  in  the  said  Presidio 
de  San  Antonio  de  Bejar  the  sixteen  yokes  of  oxen.  All  of  which  contained  in  aforesaid 
arrived  as  expressed  (or  stated).  They  confessed  and  acknowledged  to  have  received  con- 
formably all  the  above-mentioned,  remaining  satisfied,  renouncing  the  laws  of  the  delivered 
(las  leyes  de  la  i.ntrega)  and  the  proof  of  the  receipt  contained  in  them.  Leaving  the  payment 
of  the  amount  to  the  will  and  convenience  of  His  Excellency  the  Viceroy,  Governor  and  Cap- 
tain General  of  this  New  Spain,  which  amount  the  said  Don  Mathias  de  Aguirre  will  give  in 
detail  to  the  ofiicials  of  the  Royal  Treasury  in  the  City  of  Mexico,  and  to  his  Attorney,  in 
order  that  he  be  paid  the  sum  that  would  be  equivalent  to  the  above  named  in  conformity  with 
that  wliich  His  Excellency  would  be  pleased  to  determine  and  order  to  be  executed,  and  in 
order  that  all  agreed  upon  remain  as  expressed  in  the  above  named  contents,  they  signed  it, 
the  witnesses  being 

Joseph  Ramon  Ramos,  Diego  de  los  Santos  and  Augustin  de  Imenarritta,  present,  and 
neighljors  of  this  said  town,  and  who  signed  it  at  the  request  of  those  who  cculd  not  sign,  and 
those  that  could  sign  for  themselves  before  me,  the  present  Notary,  I  certify 

Juan  Leal  Goraz,  Francisco  Arocha,  Bisente  Alvarez,  Francisco  Antonio  Santo~,  Juan  Del- 
gado, at  request  of  Juan  Curbelo,  Mauuel  de  Niz,  Juan  Leal  the  boy,  Josephe  Cabrera,  Salvador 
Rodriguez,  Josephe  Padron,  and  the  four  that  comprised  the  extra  family  ;  and  for  the  widows 
Maria  Rodriguez  and  Maria  Meleano.  ( Witnesses)  Diego  de  los  Santos,  Josephe  Ramon  Ramos, 
Augustin  Imenarrieta.     Before  me,  Jr.\x  S.^xchez  de  T.\gle, 

Royal  Notary  Public  and  of  the  Corporation.  || 

'\\t  that  epoch  the  Marquis  of  Casa  Fuerte  was  Governor  in  New  Spain,  it 
wa,s  he  who  ordered  General  Don  Mathias  de  Aguirre  to  provide  the  settlens  of 
San  Antonio  de  Bej'ar  with  neces.saries  to  enable  them  to  continue  their  expedi- 
tion to  the  said  Presidio. 

*The  various  spellings  of  Be.xar  are  indicative  of  the  plasticit}'  of  Spanish  pronunciation. 

t  The  translation  is  not  at  fault,  but  there  seems  to  be  an  error  here  in  addition  on  the  part  of  some  one. 

I  The  Mexican  hand-mill  for  crushing  grain. 

L  Cabildo. 
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"Gtneral  Aguirre  died  IjL'fore  the  \'icereg'al  GovernnKiit  had  paid  him  the 
value  of  the  animals  and  provisions  that  he  had  furnished  from  his  own  resources. 
For  this  reason  Seiiora  Ana  Maria  de  AIniandos,  wife  of  the  defunct  Aguirre  exe- 
cuted a  power  inSaltillo  on  the  first  of  October,  of  the  year  IT.'S'i,  before  the  Pub- 
lic Notary-  Dn.  Juan  Sanchez  de  Tagle,  in  favor  of  Dn.  Fernando  de  Ugarte,  of 
the  vicinitj-  of  the  Capital  of  Mexico,  in  order  to  attend  before  the  \'iceroy  to  the 
payment  which  was  due  her  defunct  husband. 

"The  four  hundred  families,  that  the  King  had  ordered  to  be  transported  to 
Texas  instead  of  having  been  sent  direct  to  that  province,  were  disembarked  at  the 
Port  of  \'era  Cruz  so  that  they  might  arrive  at  their  destination  overland,  and  we 
see  that  only  sixteen  families  arrived  in  Bexar  and  they  were  the  Ibunders  of  San 
Fernando  contiguous  to  the  Mission  of  San  Antonio." 
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7 

First  freight  train  on  Railroad  construction  work  arrives  at  San  Antonio  depot  (Sunset  1. 1877 
James  P.  Newconib  appointed   Postmaster : 1883 

8 

A  remarkable  political  illustration  published  in  the  S.  A.  Express,  drawn  by  an  Artist 

Iwonski      ....        1868 

Banquet  given  in  honor  of  25th  anniversary  of  fire  company  No.  i 1883 

9 

First  appearance  of  Lawrence  Barrett  in   San  Antonio ...  1883 

10 

First  Jail   Guard  House  and  Military  (Quarters  erected  uniier  Baron  Ripperda  on  the 

Military  Plaza  (old  document  in  Count}- records) 1773 

Mexican  Ro}-alists  are  defeated  at  Goliad  and  return  to  San  Antonio 1813 

J.  D.  Logan,  the  founder  of  the  first  daily  paper  in  Texas,  "San  Antonio  Herald"  iliesl878 

Maverick  Ranch  fence,  on  Bandera  Road,  cut 1885 

Frank  Scott  sent  to  the  Penitentiary  for  life   for  the  murder  of  F'rank  Harris,  this  is 

one  of  the  final  chapters  in  the  frightful  Robber  Cave  incidents 1887 

11 

Carl  Schurz  lectures  at  the  Casino 1885 

12 

Joseph  Jefferson  says  he  will  not  come  to  San  Antonio  because  there  is  no  Railway. 

(See.  April  nth,   1S8S1 1872 

13 

Supplementary  act  to  supt.  act  to  San  .Vntcniio  and  Mexican  Gulf  Railroad  approved  .  1854 

14 

Supplementary  act  to  San  .\ntonio  and  Mexican  Gulf  Railroad  enacted 1852 

15 

Sunset  Road  really  reaches  San  Antonio,  i.   e.    first   freight  for  business  men  received 

this  day.     J.  H.  Kampmann  receiving  a  carload  of  lumber 1877 

Two  new  bridges  on  Navarro  Street  tester! 1879 

16 

Annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  States  consummated 1846 

Government  property  surrendered  by  Cjeneral  Twiggs  at  San  Antonio  to  the  Secession 

Convention  Commissioners 1860 

The  old  Conception  Ditch  abandoned  on   I'agalda   Street  and  the   Jlill   Dam  suljsc- 

quently  lowered 1869 

Resolution  adopted  in  the  Cit}-  Council  to  donate  forty  acres  to  the  General  Govern- 
ment for  army  purposes  in  the  eastern  portion  of  the  City,  on  the  site  of  the 
Government  corral,  near  the  present  site  of  the  Post 1870 

International  Railroad  arrives  at  last.      First  passenger  trains  arrive  and  depart  .    .    .   1881 
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17 

Daml  of  I.ipaii  Imliaiis  only  nine  miles  from  San  Antonio,  on  the  Castroville  Road, 
trv  to  stanipcile  a  bunch  of  mules  in  charge  of  a  Mexican  who  holiis  on  to  the 
bell  mule.     The    Indians   fail   and   shoot   a   mare  with   arrows,    the   arrows   were 

afterwards  i;athere(l  by  Mr.    I'roboese  and  handed   to  (k-n.    Carleton 1870 

C.overnment  takes  possession    u(  the   Mexican  C.ulf  Railroad 1870 

I-:d\viii  li.".tli,    llu-  actor,    here  aj;ain 1888 

18 

Dr.  I.  II,  I'.cruard.  one  of  l-'.-uinin's  men.  who  was  sjiarc"!  .il  tile  Coliail  massacre,  be- 
cause of  his  neces^.il\  to  the  Mexican  wounded,  revisits  San  .\ntonio  and  finds 
•■all  the  old    landmarks    vanishin.i;-- 1860 

19 

Major  James  I, ciii;..;street  in    Sail  .\iitunio  on    his    wa\    !-;ast  "to  the  States"  .    .    .    .  1858 
Torch  lifjht  procession,  .S,o(io  slroni;,  in  honor  of  the  arrival  of  the   .Sunset,  first    Rail- 
road   for  San  .\ntoiiio 1877 

l-nul  Wanner  lie};iiis  his  new  store  on  Commerce  Street 1879 

San  .\iitiiiiio  and  .\ransas  I'ass    I'jiuiiiccrs   make  one  more  start  for  the  (inlf  ....  1885 

20 

Supt.  act  to  supt.  act  to  supt.  act  of  S.   .\.    ^:   Mexican   Culf  Railroad 1856 

Inilians  kill  a  woman  and  children  in   Handera  County 1870 

Contract  let  for  Hexar  County  new  jail.     Work   bei(un   I'ebruary  27th 1878 

21 

ColoiK-l    Robert    !•;.    I.ee.    I.ieuteiiaiil   Colonel    of  2nd    rei^imeiit    of  cavalr_\-    arrives  at 

San  .\utcHiio  to  lake  chartre  of  the   Department   of  Texas 1860 

Ilonorc   Crenet  dies 1882 

.Marshall  Hal.  Cosliui;  shot  and  instantl\  killed  on  the  train  at  New  liraunfels  bx 
I'itts  and  Veaijer.  I'itts  and  Mrs.  Downes  are  killed.  Rosa  Yeager  and  Charles 
Vea^er  are  wounded.  Yeajjer  junii)s  with  I'itts  from  the  train,  train  j;oinj{  at 
forty  miles  an  hour.  Veai;er  mashes  with  a  stone  Pitts'  dead  hand  ami  escapes. 
I)eput>  Marshall  IMauiiiii.v;.  who  had  made  a  brave  fi.u'ht  almost  alone,  is  wounded 
in  five  iilaccs 1885 

22 

Santa  .\iina's  arlvanced  troops  arrive  in  S.in  .\ntonio 1836 

Travis  retires  with   15. .  men  to  the  .\lanio 1836 

J.  S.  I'riend  advertises  for  two  children  stolen  by  Indians  in  l.lano  County 1888 

A  meeting  calleil  to  consider  tlie  advisability  of  petiliouinu  l".  .S.  Congress  to  ilividr 

Texas  into  two  States.  Ivast  and  West  Texas 1868 

Yeajier  is  capturerl    after   an   exciliii.i;   trail 1885 

23 

l.ari;e  excursion  trains  are  now  constanth  comim;  in  from  New    l-;ni;land  on  their  wa\ 

West "....' '.........'   1887 

24 

Tile  Texans  in  the  .\l.imo  are  sunimoued  by  .S.inl.i   .\iiiia  to  surrender,  he  is  answereil 

by  a  canmm   shot 1836 

Adams  and  Wicks'  wagon  m.ister  is  killeil    by  the    Imlians   near   I'ort  Masiui  .    .    .  1870 

The  County  withdraws  from  the  a.Ljreeinent  to   liuihl  a  joint  City  and  County  Hall  .  J  888 
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25 

The  Dreiss  building  on  Alamo   Plaza   is   completed 1878 

yarah  Bernhardt  passes  through  on  her  way  East  from  Mexico 188T 

26 

Clock  tower  on  the  Convent  erected 1868 

First  Odd  Fellows'  Hall  on  Houston  Street  dedicated.     (Rebuilt  1SS9-90) 1878 

Work  on  San  Antonio's  first  Street  Railroad  begun  to-day  from  San  Pedro  Springs  to 

corner   of  Alaino   Plaza 1878 

27 

Yoakum,  in  his  History  of  Texas,  says,  funeral  honors  were  accorded  the  ashes  of 
the  heroes  of  the  .\lamo.  "The  dead  had  been  burnt  in  three  piles.  The  ashes 
were   collected  and  placed  in  a  neat  black  coffin,  and  interred  byjuan  Seguin  by 

order  of  the  General  in   Chief." 1837 

Turner  Hall  on  Houston  Street  is  begun .  1878 

Fklwin  Booth  at  the  Opera  House 1887 

28 

Colonel  R.  V,.  Lee  is  ordered  to  follow  Cortinas  into  Mexico   if  necessary 1860 

It  is  decided  to  enlarge  the  Casino 1877 

29 

Corner  stone  of  the  fir.st  Presbyterian  Church  (corner  of  F'lores  and  Houston  Streets) 

is    laid    with   much  religious   ceremony 1860 

A  committee  on  Public  Improvements  reports  favorably  on   the  planting  of  trees   in 

Main  Plaza 1870 


MARCH. 


Texas  Annexation   Bill  signed  by  U.  S.  President  Tvler 

Marshal  Hal.  Gosling  receives  the   reward   of  $!*ToO  for  the  capture 
sconding  Tennessee  treasurer 


if  Polk,   the  ab 


1845 
1883 
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2 

Sam   Houston    born 1793 

Roya'.ists  defeated  here,      l-'oiirteen  Royalist  oflicers  killed  and  the   Re])ublicaus   enter 

San  Antonio 1813 

Declaration  of  Texan   Independence 1836 

Capt.  J.  W.  Smith  arrive-,  at  the  Alamo  with  thirty  men   from  tlonzales 1836 

Moodv  and  Sankev  here 1886 


Cot.  Travis  "draws  the  line"  in  the   Alamo 1836 

Honham  returns  to  the  Alamo,  having  been  sent   out   with   a   last  ex])ress  message   h' 

Fannin 1836 

I'itzhugh  I.ee  lectures  at  the  Casino  on   the  Battle  of  Chancellorsville 1883 

The  old  "Jack  Harris"  and  ■■Vaudeville"  corner  is  burnt  out 1886 


Siege  of  the   Alamo 1836 

Amendments  to  the  City  Charter  itwelfth  document) 188S 


Foundation  of  the  Coucepcion   Mission 1731 

It    is  completed 1752 

Mission  of  San  Jose  completed 1731 

San  Juan  and    Kspada   jlissions  begun 1731 

First  district  court  held  at  the  New  Court  House  on  Soledad  street 1883 

6 

Fall  of  the  Alamo,  Sunday  morning 1836 

Death  of  Travis,        i 

Bowie,         -and  about  ITU  others. 

Crockett,  j 

7 

Vasque/.,  with  "no  Mexicans,  takes  possession  of  Sau  .\ntonio.     Shew  of  authority  on 

the    part  of  Mexico 1842 

I..  Uhjazzi,  a  Hungarian  patriot  of  Kossuth's  party,  shoots  himself  here  at  the   age   .'f 

almost  HO  years       1870 

8 

Wolfson  makes  additions  to  his  store 1880  ■""11883 

The  tiovernment  accepts  a  contr.ict  for  the  erection  of  the  new   l-'eileral   Building  and 

Post  Office 1888 


I'irst  fight  at  the  .Mi.ssion  Refugio  (see  JIarch  10  and  111 1836 

The  Mexicans  under  Vasquez  retire  from  San  .Xntonuj  after  two  ilays'  occupation  .    ,       1842 

10 

Retreat  nf  Houston    from   G.nizales 1836 

Second  battle  of  .MisMon  Refugio.  Mexicans  worsted  (see  March   11  i 1836 

11 

Retreat    from    Refugio 1836 

C.eneial  Sherman   in   San    .\utonio 1882 

Ben  Thompson  and  King  Fisher  shot   and    killed   at   \audeville  theatre.   .loe    For>ler 

wounded  in  the  same  scrape 1884 

1.   T.   Raymouil  at  the  Opera   Ibnise 1887 


THE  MONTH  OF  FEBRUARY.  133 

7 

First  freight  train  on  Railroad  construction  work  arrives  at  San  Antonio  depot  i Sunset  *■  187T 
James  P.  Xewcomb  appointed  Postmaster 1883 

8 

A  remarkable  political  illustration  published  in  the  S.  A.  Kxpress,  drawn  by  an  Artist 

Iwonski 1868 

Banquet  given  in  honor  of  25th  anniversary  of  fire  company  No.  i 1883 

9 

First  appearance  of  Lawrence  Barrett  in   San  Antonio 1883 

10 

F'irst  Jail   Guard  House  and  Military  Quarters  erected  under  Baron  Ripperda  on  the 

Military  Plaza  (old  document  in  Count3'  records) 1773 

Mexican  Rovalists  are  defeated  at  Goliad  and  return  to  San  .\ntonio 1813 

J.  D.  Logan,  the  founder  of  the  first  daily  paper  in  Texas,  "San  Antonio  Herald"  diesl878 

JIaverick  Ranch  fence,  on  Bandera  Road,  cut 188S 

F'rank  Scott  sent  to  the  Penitentiary  for  life   for  the  murder  of  Frank  Harris,  this  is 

one  of  the  final  chapters  in  the  frightful  Robber  Cave  incidents 1887 

11 

Carl  Schurz  lectures  at  the  Casino 1885 

12 

Joseph  Jefferson  says  he  will  not  come  to  San  Antonio  because  there  is  no  Railway. 

(See.   April   nth,    iSSSl 1872 

13 

Supplementary  act  to  supt.  act  to  San  Antonio  and  Mexican  Gulf  Railroad  approved  .  1854 

14 

Supplementary  act  to  San  Antonio  and  Mexican  Gulf  Railroad  enacted 1852 

15 

Sunset  Road  really  reaches  San  Antonio,  i.   e.    first   freight  for  business  men  received 

this  day.     J.  H.  Kampmann  receiving  a  carload  of  lumber 1877 

Two  new  bridges  on  Navarro  Street  tested 1879 

16 

Annexation  of  Texas  to  the  Ignited  States  consummated 1846 

("Tovernment  property  surrendered  by  General  Twiggs  at  San  Antonio  to  the  Secession 

Convention  Commissioners 1860 

The  old  Conception  Ditch  abandoned  on  Pagalda  Street  and  the  Mill  Dam  subse- 
quently lowered 1869 

Resolution  adopted  in  the  Cit}'  Council  to  donate  fort\'  acres  to  the  General  Govern- 
ment for  army  purposes  in  the  eastern  portion  of  the  City,  on  the  site  of  the 
Government  corral,  near  the  present  site  of  the  Post 1870 

International  Railroad  arrives  at  last.     First  passenger  trains  arrive  and  depart  .    .       1881 
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17 

liaiiil  of  I.ipan  Iiiilians  only  nine  miles  fnmi  San  Antonio,  on  the  Caslroville  Roail. 
trv  to  staini)CMle  a  l)uncli  of  nuik-s  in  charjic  of  a  Mexican  who  liolds  on  to  the 
hell  mule.     The   Imlians   fail   anil   shoot   a   marc  with   arrows,    the   arrows   were 

aUerwar.ls  gathered  hy  Mr.   l-roboesf  anil  handeil   to  C.en.    Carleton 1870 

Covernment  takes  possession   of  the   Mexican  C.ulf  Kailroail 1870 

Ivhvin  lioolli,   the  actor,   here  a,i,';iin 1888 

18 

Dr.  J.  II.  r.ernaril.  one  of  l-annin's  men.  who  was  si)areil  at  the  Coliail  massacre,  be- 
cause of  lii>  nccessit\  to  the  Mexican  woumleil,  revisits  San  .\ntonio  .-mil  finds 
■•all  the  old    landmarks    vanishin-" 1860 

19 

:SIajor  James  I,oni,'street  ill   San  .\ntonio  on    his    way  Ivast  --to  the  States"  .    .    .    .  1858 
Torch  light  jiroce.ssion,  !S,ooo  stroni;.  in  honor  of  the  arrival  of  the  Sunset,  first    Kail- 
road    for  San  .\ntonio 1877 

I'aiil  \Va,i,'iier  begins  his  new  store  on  Commerce   Street 1879 

San  .\nloiiio  anil  .\ransas  Pass    l-;n;.;iiieers   make  one  more  start  for  the  (".ulf  .     .     .    ,        1885 

20 

Sujil.  act  to  supt.  act  to  siijit.  act  of  S.   .\.    \    .Mexican  Culf  Railroad 1856 

Indians  kill  a  woman  and  children   in   Handera  County 187  0 

Contract  let  ftn- liexar  County   new  jail.      Work   be;.iun   Febniars-  ^jtli 1878 

21 

Coloiul    Robert    I-;.    I,ee.    I.iciiteiiaiit   Colonel    of  ^iid    re.u'imeul    of  cavalry    arrives  at 

San  .\nlonio  to  take  charge  of  the   l)e])arlmeiit  of  Texas 1860 

llonoiv   Crenel  dies 1882 

Marsh.ill  Hal.  I'.oslinj;  shot  ami  instantly  killed  on  the  train  at  New  liraunfels  by 
I'itls  and  Veatcer.  I'itts  and  Mrs.  Downes  are  killed.  Rosa  Veaijer  and  Charles 
Veajier  are  wounded.  Vea>;er  jumps  with  Pitts  from  the  train,  train  goinj;  at 
fortv  miles  an  hour.  Veai;er  mashes  with  a  stone  I'itts'  dead  hand  and  escajies. 
Heputv  Marshall  '.M.iniiin-.  wholnul  made  .a  brave  (i,i,dit  almost  alone,  is  wounded 
in  livcplaces -  1885 

22 

Santa  .Vnna's  adv.anced  Iroi,)!-,  .inive  in  San  .\iitonio 1836 

Travis  retires  with  I,=;n  men  to  the  .\lamo       ■ 1836 

J.  S.  iM-ieiid  advertises  for  two  children  stolen  by  Indians  in  I. lalio  CmintN- 1868 

A  meeliii.iC  called  to  consider  the  advisability  of  petitioniii:-;  V .  S.  Congress  to  divide 

Texas  into  two  States.  Hast  and  West  Texas 1868 

Veaj;er  is  caiitiired    after   an   excilini;   trail       1885 

23 

l.arjje  excursicm  trains  are  now  constantly  comint;  in  from  New    l-'.n.iiland  on  their  way 

West 1887 

24 

The  'I'exans  in  the  .\laiiio  are  summoned  by  .Santa    .\iina  to  surrender,  he  is  .answered 

by  a  cannon  shot 1836 

Adams  and  Wicks'  wai;on  master  is  killed   \,\  the   Indians  near   I'cut  Mason  .    .    .  1870 

The  County  withdraws  from  the  ai;reenient  to   build  a  joint  Cit\  and  Counts   Hall  ,  J  888 
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25 

The  Dreiss  building  on  Alamo   Plaza   is   completed _ 1878 

Sarah  Bernhardt  passes  through  on  her  way  I-^ast  from  ilexico 1887 

26 

Clock  tower  on  the  Convent  erecteil 1868 

First  Odd  Fellows'  Hall  on  Houston  Street  dedicateil.      (Rebuilt  1SS9-90) 1878 

Work  on  San  Antonio's  first  Street  Railroad  begun  to-day  from  San  Pedro  Springs  to 

corner   of  Alamo   Plaza 1878 

27 

Yoakum,  in  his  History  of  Texas,  says,  funeral  honors  were  accorded  the  ashes  of 
the  heroes  of  the  Alamo.  "The  dead  had  been  burnt  in  three  piles.  The  ashes 
were   collected  and  placed  in  a  neat  black  coffin,  and  interred  byjuan  Se.guin  liy 

order  of  the  General  in  Chief"       1837 

Turner  Hall  on  Houston  Street  is  begun 1879 

I{dwin  liooth  at  the  Opera  House 1887 

28 

Colonel  R.  E.  Lee  is  ordered  to  follow  Cortinas  into  Mexico   if  necessary 1860 

It  is  decided  to  enlarge  the  Casino 1877 

29 

Corner  stone  of  the  first  Presbyterian  Church  (corner  of  F'lores  and  Houston  Streets) 

is    laid    with   much   religious   ceremony 1860 

A  committee  on  Pulilic  Improvements  reports  favorably  on   the  jilanting  of  trees   in 

Main   Plaza 1870 


MARCH. 


Texas  Annexation   Bill  signed  by  U.  S.  President  Tyler 1845 

Blarshal  Hal.  ("Tosling  receives  the   reward   of  $11730   for  the  capture   of  Polk,  the  ali- 

sconding   Tennessee   treasurer 1883 
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2 

Sam   Houston    born 1793 

Roya'iist.s  defeated  here.      l''<>iirteeu  Royalist  officers  killed  and  tlie   Republicans   enter 

San  Antonio 1813 

Declaration  of  Texan  Independence 1836 

Capt.  J.  \V.  Smith  arrives  at  the  Alamo  with  thirty  men   from  Conzales 1836 

MiMidy  and  Sankey  here 1886 


Col.  Travi-  'draws  the  line"  in  the   .\lamo 1836 

lionham  returns  to  the  Alamo,  having  been  sent   out   with   a   last  express  message   I'l 

I'annin 1836 

l''itzhugh  Lee  lectures  at  the  Casino  on  the  Battle  of  Chancellorsville 1883 

The  old  •■Jack  Harris"  and  '■X'audeville"  corner  is  burnt  out 1886 


Siege  of  the  Alamo 1836 

Amendments  to  the  City  Charter  itwelfth  docunienti 188S 


Foundation  of  the  Coucepcion  Jlission 1731 

It   is  completed 1752 

Mission  of  San  Jose  completed 1731 

San  Juan  and   Kspada  Iilissions  begun 1731 

First  district  court  held  at  the  Xew  Court  House  on  Soledad  street 1883 

6 

Fall  of  the  Alamo,  Sunday  morning 1836 

Death  of  Travis,       ^ 

}?ovvie.  and  about  170  others. 

Crockett,  I 


Vas(|uez,  with  TiKt  Mexicans,  takes  possession  of  San  Autonio.     Shew  of  authority  on 

the    ]):irt  of  Mexico 1842 

I,.  Vhjazzi,  a  Hungarian  patriot  of  Kossuth's  parly,  shoots  himself  here  at  the   age   <•{ 

almost  .SO  years      1870 

8 

Wolfson  makes  additions  to  his  store 1880  '""'  1883 

The  (Government  accepts  a  contract  for  the  erection  of  the  new   Federal    Iluildiui^  and 

Post  Office 1888 

9 

Fir>t  fight  at  the  .Mission  Refugio  isee  March  10  and  11  I 1836 

The  Mexicans  under  Vas(|ue/,  retire  from  San  .\ntouio  after  two  days'  occupation  .    .    ,  1842 

10 

Retreat  of  Houston   from   G>Mi/.ales 1836 

Second  battle  of  Mission  Refugio,  Mexicans  worsted  (see   JIarch   n  I  .        1836 

11 

Retreat    frnui    Refugio 1836 

(■.eueral  Sherman   in   Sau    .\ntonio 1882 

lien  ThoiniJson  an<l  King  I'"isher  shot   and    killed   at    \audeville  theatre,   .loe   Forster 

wouniled  in  the  same  scrape 1884: 

J.  T.    Raymond  at  the  Opera  House 1887 
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12 

Groos'  Bank  and  Store  begun 1879 

13 

La  Salle  killed  by  his  men   (see   March  30) 1687 

First  telephone  wire  erected  in  San  Antonio  from  City  office   of  Water   Works    to   the 

office    at    the  head   of  the   River  . 1878 

The  building  of  Alameda  block  begun 1882 

14 

Phil.  Sheridan  is  here  again.      From  Laredo  this  time 1883 

15 

Governor  Davis  is  given  a  reception  at  the  Menger    Hotel 1870 

16 

Population  of  San  Antonio  is  estimated  to   be  between  ten  and  twelve   thousand  .    .    .  I860 

U.  Lott  elected  President  of  the  S.  A.  &  A.  P.  R.  R 1885 

T.  J.  Deviue,  a  much  respected  old  citizen  of  San  Antonio,  having  occupied  many 
high  public  offices,  came  to  San  Autonio  in  1843,  identified  with  nearlv  all  the 
best  interests  of  the  city,  dies  at  the  age  of  78 1890 

17 

Battle  of  Coleta  Creek,  where  the  Texaus  under  F'annin  gain  the  advantage 1836 

Big  overflow  of  the  river.      A  man  named  Tanuenberg  is  drowned  on  Commerce  Street 

bridge.     Two  children  of  Mr.  Staarke  are  drowned  the  same  da}' 1865 

John  Twohig  lays  the  foundation  stone  of  his  wall  on   St.  Mar3''s  Street 1869 

18 

Fannin  surrenders  to  Urea  at  Coleta  Creek 1836 

19 

Telephone  system  is  about  to  be  established 1881 

20 

A  bloody  battle  with  Comanche  Indians  on  the  Main  and  Jlilitary  Plaz.ns  ;  37  Indians 
killed,  7  whites  killed.  Mrs.  M.  A.  Maverick  was  an  eye  witness  of  this  battle 
from  a  place  of  vantage  in  the  original  Maverick  Home  at  the  corner  of  Miiin 
Street  and  Soledad  Street 1840 

A  party  on  an  outing  start  from  the  Head  of  the  River  in  a  boat,  after  many  difficulties 

arrive  in  the  city   by  nightfall 1870 

A  similar  feat  was  performed  by  John  and  Jo.seph   Weber  (see  January  15,  '8(i)  .    .    .       1858 

21 

Nolan  is  defeated  and  killed  by  Mexicans 1801 

22 

Josh   Billings  is  in  San   Antonio ...  1878 

Joe  Forster  dies  of  a  wound  received  in  the   Vamleville  shooting  scrape  of  March  11th  1884 
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23 

Nip    1  (if  tile  Weekly  San  Antonio   Heralil  appears 1854: 

No.   1  of  the  Daily  San  Antonio  Herald,  the  olde'it  Texas  daily  newspaper,  appears  .       1857 
Confederate  Tannery  was   tnrneil  over  to  the    •  I'reednian's  lUireau" 1866 

24 

The  Mier  prisoners  are  decimated  bv  order  of  Santa  Anna.  17  are   shot   npon   drawing; 

1  line k  beans   at  the   Haeienda    Salado.    Mexico 1843 

25 

General  dr. ml  and  parl\  arrive  here  and  get  a  j^rand   reception.      He   slays   here    four 

days ...,....'.......  1880 

Mrs.  .Vndrea  Ca.stanon  de  \'illanueva,  alias  Candelaria,  petitions  for  »  pension  as  being 

the  last  survivor  oJ  the  Kail  of  the  .-Vlamo 1889 

26 

First  Public  Meeting  lof  what  proved  to  be  a  very  bitter  campaign  i  of  the  I'lohibition- 

i.sts  at    Turner  Hall 1887 

27 

The  Fannin  Massacre,  330  men  are  shot  by  the  order  of  Santa  Anna  at   Goliad  .    .    .  1836 

No.  1.  of  Vol.  4.  of  San  Antonio  Weekly  Herald  is  issued 1858 

The  Flores  Street  Street  Railroad   is  completed 1884 

The  work  of  paving  the  .\lamo  Plaza  with  ines(|iiile  blocks  is  begun  in  earnest  .    .  1889 

28 

Battle  of  Sal.iilo  after  the  death  of  Magee.  the  .Americans  under  Kemper  and  Mexican 
Republicans  under  IMeiichaca,  i  "Rebels"  uith  some  Indian  bands,  are  victorious 
over  the  S;ni  .\iitoiiio  Ro\  alist  troo])s  under  the  officers  ill  the  command  of  Gov- 
ernor Salce.lo 1813 

29 

\  li.iiid  of  s(|uaws  anil  a  notorious  liostil'-  Indian  buck.  Castalilo,  are   ill  town,  brought 

in    by  Mackenzie 1873 

Some  skeletons  are  unearthed  in  the  .\lamo   Cliurch    Building 1878 

30 

I, a  Salic  nuirdeicd  by  one  of  his  own  men  near   the    Neclies    River 1687 

Total  miles  of  Railroad  graded  on  all  lines  in   Texas  ...        237  mile.s  i  ^  eto 

Total  miles  of  Iron  laid  on  this 132  miles  i  1S"~ 

E.  H.  Terrell  is  ajipointed  Minister  to    Helgium 1889 

31 

Incident  ill  the  "Magee  Kxpeditiou"  see  ;\Iarch  2.Si:  (jovernor  Salcedo,  Governor 
lUrrera  of  New  Leon,  Ex-Governor  Cordero  and  twelve  officers  of  the  defeated 
Royalist  troo])s  are  murdered  a  few  milts  from  San  .Antonio  in  revenge  by  the  .son 
of  Colonel  Delgado  and  others.  Kcniinr  ami  llu-  .\niericaiis  leave  dis.gusted  at 
this  barbarity 1813 
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First  case  of  cholera  in  the  great  epidemic  (last  case  June  10th) 1849 

Adolph  Korn,  a  boy,  stolen  by  Indians  in  Llano  Co.,  on  Jan.  1st,  is  now  advertised  for  1870 


The  Mavericks  sell   Fort  Clark  for  $60,000 

Dr.  Carver  is  beaten  by  Penrose  at  San  Pedro  Springs  in  a  shooting  contest 


1884 
1885 


First   issue   of  San    Antonio   Light.      "Evening    Light"   from  January  20,  18S1.     (See 

January  20,1881.) 1883 

Amendments  to  the  City  Charter  enacted  by  the  legislature 1889 


Federal  Court  chooses  rooms  in   the  French  building.  Main  Plaza,  for  Court  Room  .       1879 

R.  A.  Procter  lectures  at   the  Casino 1885 

Water  carts  first  used  for  street  sprinkling 1878 


John   Chinaman   is  here 

James  Burns,  well  known   citizen,  dies  of  a  rattlesnake's   bite 


1875 
1883 


6 

President   Bustamente    prohibits  .\mericans  entering  Texas 1830 

John  L.  Sullivan  gives  an  exhibition   at  the  Turner  Hall 1884 

Col.  Frank  W.  Johnson,  one  of  the  most  famous  Texa.s  veterans,  President  of  the 
Texas  Veteran  Association  since  its  inauguration,  second  in  command  under 
Milam  and  who  assumed  command  at  the  death  of  Milam  at  the  storming  of  San 
Antonio,    dies    at   Agua  Calientes,   Mexico 1884 


Mexican  troops  are  stationed  at  San  Antonio  to  check  American  influence 1830 

General    Sheridan,  W.  W.  Belknap  secretary  of  war,  and  General  M3'ers  are  tendered 

a  big  reception  at  San  Pedro  Springs,   and  "  wined  and  dined  "  at  the  Menger  .    .  1873 
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8 

Si.  Mark's  parsonage  was  licgiiii 1884 

Kelknap  and  San  Antonio  Rifles  are  ordered  out  to  (juell  disturbances  at  Laredo,  Texas  1886 

I'"irst  League  base  ball  jjanie  played  in  San  Antonio  1888 
Dr.  ]■'.  Herfl",  Senior,  permanently  settled   in  San  .\ntonio  al)out  this  date,      i  Ur.  Herll 

came    first   to  TcNas  tile  en.l   of  April,  1KJ7 1850 

9 

A  liaiid  of  73  Indians  arrive  under  j^overnnient  escort  on  their  way  to  Fort  Mason,  Flor- 
ida.     iThis  is  not  the  Ceronimo    and  Natche/    band,  i  ,     ,  1886 

10 

The  .\ venue  C  extension   ofthestieel   car  line  is   be.yun 1880 

11 

A  mass  meeting  is  called  in  San  .-Antonio  to  devise  means  for  removing  the  Kickapoo 

Indians  from  the  Texan  and  Mexican  frontier 1868 

Rear  enlargement  of  the  Maverick  Hotel  begun.   (See  also  Sept.  1.5.  '77,  ajid  Feb.  H,  '.si;.   1883 
Joseph  Jefferson  plays  Rip  Van  Winkle  at   the  opera   house ...  1888 

12 

I'irst    lia])tist   Church   begun       1873 

13 

Frencli  Building  is  constituted  tlie  County  Court  House 1868 

The  sixteentli  saengerfest  is  begun  to   be   held   here 1887 

14 

Tom  Green  dies   in  the   Confederate   war  of  a  wound 1864 

A  fight  is  arranged  just  outside  the  city  limits,  at  the  old  F'air  grounds,  between  a  bull 

and  a  lion  and  a  lioness.     The  bull  gets  much  the  best  of  it 1878 

liishop  Pellicer,  first  Bishop  of  San   -\ntonio,   dies 1880 

15 

.\  home  market  for  wool  is  established,  first  wool  bought  and  warehoused  here  1859 

Ca]it.  King,  the  great  cattleni.in  and  lanil  owner,  <lies  in 1885 

16 

I'riah  I.olt  is  in  ,Sau  .\utonio,  talking  about   narrow  .gauge  railroads       1880 

17 

The  corner  stone  of  the  additional  infirmary  at  Santa  Rosa   Hospital  is  laid 1884 

Belknap  Rifies  go  to  New   York 1889 

18 

Amendments  to  certain  section-,  made  to  tlie  city  charter  of  ,San  Antonio  by  the  Six- 
teenth Legislature  (  I  llli  document  i 1879 

A  Mexican  named  Martinez,  suspected  of  horse  theft,   was  hanged  by  vigilantes  near 

the  Medina.     After  hanging  six  hours  h?  was  cut  down  by  friends  and  he  recovered  .  1  882 


THE  MONTH  OF  APRIL.  141 

Session  of  Grand  I^odge  of  Knights  of  Pythias  in  San  Antonio,  with  grand  procession  .  ISST 

20 

Paris,  Texas,  gains  the  first  prize  tor  the  best  drilled  nuiforni  division  of  the  Knights  of 

Pythias 1887 

21 

Battle  of  San  Jacinto.  "  Remember  the  .Vlanio."  "  Remember  Goliad."  The  Mexi- 
cans nnder  Santa  Anna  are  routed 1836 

First  San  Antonio  Baseball  Club  organized.  J.  S.  Lockwood,  president  ;  Russell  Nor- 
ton, secretary 1867 

First  Railroad  shipment  of  cotton  into  San   Antonio  by   B.    Oppenheiiner 1877 

22 

Santa  Anna  is  captured  on  the  prairies  and  brought  to  the  Texan  camp 1836 

23 

The  first  market  house,  hitherto  known  as  the  principal   Cuartel,  is  established  by  the 

city '.  .  .  1840 

The  Alamo   church  building  is  bought  by    the  State   under   an    Act   of  April   28,    for 

120,000,   from  the  Catholic  church  authorities.      (See   May   16.1 1883 

Indians  at  Boerne 1870 

Moody  and  Sankey  in  town 1880 

24 

Losoya  street  is  opened  to  intersect  Commerce  street 1872 

Dick  Lombard  attacks  Billy  Sims  with  a  six-shooter  at  the  \'audeville 1884 

25 

One  hundred  and  fifty-six  Tonkaways  leave  for  the  mountains  forty  miles  north  under 

charge  of  the  United   States   Government 1866 

St.  Mark's  Episcopal  Cathedral  Church  is  consecrated 1881 

26 

Myriads  of  grasshoppers  are  seen  overhead  flying  in  a  north westerh-  direction  ,    .    .  1858 

The  German  English  school  is  enlarged  to  accommodate  .500  pupils  about  this  date  .  1870 

Terrible  Indian  outrage  at  Howard's  Springs 1872 

( )dd  Fellows  Hall  on  Houston  street  dedicated.     (Since  rebuilt  1889-90.) 1878 

27 

Dr.  Cupples  arrives  in  San  Antonio 1844 

Bexar  County  Court  House  rebuilt  on  Soledad  street 1882 

Susan  J.  Hannig  (widow  of  Lieutenant  Al.  Marion  Dickinson,  who  was  killed  in  the 
Alamo)  revisits  the  .Alamo  with  H.  B.  Andrews,  Bishop  Ouintard  of  Tennessee,  and 
some  early  Texan  friends.  She  and  her  daughter  were  the  sole  white  survivors 
of  the    fall    of  the   -Alamo 1881 

28 

General   Twiggs  is  unjustly  court-martialed 1858 

Cornerstone  of  Bexar  County  Jail  laid 1878 
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29 

TIk-  ..111  CL-nlral  iloiiit-  of  Sun  l-'eniaiiilc   Calhfdral    is  ilt-iii.ilislu'.l 1872 

The  Maverick  Hotel  just  opened 1882 

The   Odd  Fellows  Cemetery  dedicated 1883 

t'.eiieral  Scliofield  visits  San  Antonio 1885 

30 

lulwaril  Miles  an.l  Antonio  Mencliaca.  two  very  well  known  "old  San  Jacinto  heroes," 

were  in  town  at   this  date 1873 

The  Taxpayers  vote  $15(1(1011  for  the  new  City   Hall  an.l  other  iuijirovenients  1887 


iMAY. 


The  removal  of  the  Alamo  Mission  "San  Jose  del  Alamo  "  is  ordered  by  the  Marquis 
N'alero,  viceroy  of  New  Spain,  from  the  Rio  Grande  to  its  present  site,  and 
named  "San  Antonio  de  Valero."  (This  Mission  was  orit;inally  founded  on  the 
RioCrrande    in    17(i:^.  >    ,    .  1718 


tiuenther's  second  or    upper    mill    liei;un 1868 

Major  Wasson  "loses"  $24,0(10,  for  which  on  llie  sth  he  is  charged  willi  einhe/./lenienl  1883 

San  Antonio  and  Aransas  Pass  Depot  locatud .    .  1885 

Chapel  at  the  Concepcion  Mission,  as  repaired,    is  rededicated  to  our  I.a.ly  of  l.ourdis 

l.v    Hishop    Nera/  ,        1887 


A  yoinif^  hull  buffalo  is  niii   .low  ii   throu.i;h   Commerce  street  li\  a  cowboy  horsem.iu 

fr.un   the  plains  .    .  1869 


Mexican  Culf  Railroad  comiiromisc  bonds  si,i;neil   bv  the  Countv  Clerk 


1882 


Maverick  Hank  buililiu;^.  c.rucr  of  .\laiuo  l'la/;i  .inii    Houston  Street,  is  bci;ur 


1884 
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6 

W.  W.  Belknap,  Secretary  ofWar,  orders  work  on  the  Government  Military  Depot  to 

he  begun,   and  directs  that  the  appropriation  be  applied  for 1875 

The  (rrenet  Alamo  property  is  sold  for  ¥40,20(t  to  Hugo  &  Schmeltzer.  (This  prop- 
erty  was  condemned  by  the  City  Council  on  the  same  date  1889.) 1884 

7 

General  Worth  died  at  the  James  residence  on  Conuuerce  Street,  i  His  remains  were 
taken  to  Greenwood  Cemeter)-,  thence  to  New  York.  His  monument  is  promi- 
nent on  Madison  Square.   New  York.)  1849 

Corner  stone  of  Groos  Bank  building   laid  1879 

8 

The  foundation  stone  of  the  Alamo   Mission  Church  laid 1744 

Death  of  F.  P.  Giraud 1877 

Right  Rev.  J.  C.  Neraz  consecrated  second  Ijishop  of  San  .Antonio 1881 

General  Stanley,  new  Department  Commander,   arrives  here 1884 

9 

Colonel  Reeves  surrenders  with  818  soldiers  to  Van  Dorn,  San  Antonio  1861 

Organization  of  a  Jockey  Club 1868 

Victor  Considerant,   returns  to  France 1868 

10 

The  City  Government  moves  to  the  F'rench  building  on   Main  Plaza  1879 

Terrell   Block,    Pre.sidio  Street,    begun       ....  1881 

11 

The  earliest  agitation  for  Water  Works  begins  about  now 1870 

San  .\ntonio  Street   Railroad   Company  is  inaugurated  1874 

12 

Captain  J.  S.  F^ord  engages  in  a  fierce  fi.ght  with   Indians   on   Canadian   River,    New 

Mexico.      (Colonel    "Rip"    again.  I ...  1858 

13 

The  first  foundation  stone  of  San  Fernando  Church,  between  Main  and  Militarv 
Plazas,  was  laid.  (It  was  rebuilt  and  reopened  with  much  ceremonv  October 
6,    1873.) 1734 

F'irst  marriage  of  .\mericans  in  San  .\ntonio,  F.  L.  Paschal  to  Miss  F.  Roach  of  South 

Carolina 1844 

14 

Potter  and  Jlcltaniels  receive  a  life  sentence   Im    nunder  and  mail  robberies.  Federal 

Court.      (See  Junes  and  July    i.) 1885 

15 

New   Braunfels  is  founded  by  Prince  Solms  and  a  nuuil)er  of  (Jerman  families  .        .    .  1845 
Van  Dorn  has  another  great  fight  with   Indians  on  the  Wichita  expedition  in  which 
fifty    Indians   are   killed.      Fitz-Hn.gh     Lee   was    reported   mortally   wounded   in 
this  fight 1859 
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16 

Militaiv  telfj^nipli  roniplcU-il    to   Sail    Aiiluiii..       ,     -  1876 

The  sail- of  the  Alamo  Church  is  linally  consuiiuiiateil  at  Austin  for  J20.000.  iNr 
jjotiations  had  been  pending  since  Februarx    IS.    IS.S.'i.  when  the  committee  of  thi- 

Legislature  decided   to  rejjort  favorably   to  Iniw     See  April  23rd.  I 18S3 

Much  building  going  on  at  this  date  in  San  .\ntonio.  Stumberg's,  Winslow's.  and 
Kampniann's  (opposite  the  Maverick  Hotel),  and  other  new  blocks  of  .stores  go- 
ing up  (in  Houston  Street.  Real  estate  transactions  have  been  very  active  this 
spring,  1890 

17 

Inipnrtanl  meeting  in  relation  to  CoUiiiibus  and   San    .Antonio    Railrt)ad 1867 

Ignatius  Coyle  smashes  the  image  of  Saint  Theresa  at  .Alamo  Church  and  is  arrested 

by  Captain  Tom    Rife 1887 

18 

Kive  Indians  attack  a  camp  six  miles  from    Bandera 1867 

First  ground  broken  for  San  Antonio  and  Aransas  Pass   Railroad 1885 

The  Oarza  Hlock.  an  historic  corner,   .sold  for  }<il. 300 1889 

19 

Terrible  hailstorm  or  shower  of  ice  ;  pieces  neighing  2';  pounds  fall,  doing  upwards 
of  flOO.OOd  worth  of  damage  in  the  city  and  neighborhood,  besides  ruining 
crops  .  1868 

Belknap  Rifles  get  second  prize  for  compan\  clrill  at  .\ustin.      San  Antonio  Rifles  gel 

tifth  prize.     Captain  Badger,  San  .\ntonio  Rifles,  gets  first  prize  for  best  captain      1888 

20 

D'.Marcoune.  Spanish  (Governor  of  Te.xas.  writes  to  lie  la  Harpe.  French  Repre- 
sentative, claiming  all  the  lands  West  of  the   Nassonites.      iSee  July  Sth.  1  ...   1719 

\'accination  made  compulsory  by  order  of  the  King  of  Spain.      1  County  Records,  old 

document.  I 1804 

21 

.\  l)and  of  thirty-seven    Digger   Indians   in  town   on   their   way   to   their    reservation 

Nome   l.ackwa 1859 

22 

.\  sea-gull  was  found  on  the  Arsenal  grounds,  supjiosed  to  have  lieen  killed  by  hail  011 

the  19th 1868 

San   Antonio   Rifles  or.ganized 1884 

23 

.\ii  election  liel.l  to  deci.le  if  bonds  for  f.so.oo,,  shall  lie  issued  for  additional  school 
buildings  and  othei  facilities  for  education,  the  income  of  permanent  fund  to  go 
to  the  sinking  fund  of  bonds.      The  jiroiiosition  is  carried  by   a  majoritx   of;,2t|  1885 

24 

llrv  llviftalo  meat,  "just  fnuii  tile  plains,"  is  on  sale  in  Sail  .\utoiiio,      uSeeJan.  2.sth.  1  ,  1874 

25 

IMrst  :Slass  saiil  at  Mission  Sail    1-rancisco  011    the   coast 1690 
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26 

San  Antonio's  first   velocipeile  is  seen   careering;  around  .        .        1S69 

27 

The  cattle  trail  to  Kansas  is  now   in  constant  public  use 1873 

28 

Archbishop  Odin  died  at  Ambiech,  France.  (lie  was  formerly  Bishop  of  Galveston 
and  this  district,  and  took  a  lively  interest  in  San  Antonio  and  Te.xas — an  old 
Texas  Bishop.) 1870 

29 

Bill  Hart,  a  notorious  gambler  and  desperado,  was  killed  with  two  of  his  companions 
on  Alamo  Street  in  the  Superveille  House,  behind  Wolf  &  Marx's  store,  by  the 
\'igilance  Committee,  headed  by  Fieldstrop,  who  was  also  killed.  Bill  Hart, 
Miller,  Wood  killed  on  one  side ;  Fieldstrop  killed  and  Taylor  wounded  on  the 
Vigilance  Committee  side.  No  killing,  perhaps,  in  San  Antonio,  ever  created  so 
much  excitement  as  this 1857 

Organ  for  the  Episcopal  church  is  built  in  St.  Mark's 1875 

30 

Four  Mexican  horse  thieves  are   found  hanging  on  a   tree   near  San  Jose   Mission — 

probably  more  Vigilance  Committee  work  .  1858 

31 

San  Antonio  is  last  becoming  a  market  for  wool.  (Total  wool  brought  in  for  year 
1S74,  400,000;  total  wool  brought  in  for  year  1875,  600,000.  Merino  2,S',  cents, 
1875;  lowest  Mexican  grades  17  cents,  1875.) 1874 

Belknap  Rifles  take  third  prize  for  company  drill,  San  Antonio  Rifles  take  fourth 
prize,  Staacke,  of  San  .\ntonio  Rifles,  takes  first  prize  for  best  drilled  man, 
all  at  Wa.shington,  D.   C 1887 

Ground  is  now  being  broken  for  the  Southwestern  Texas  Lunatic  Asjdum,  about  five 

miles  South  of  the  city,  on  land  donated  for  that  purpose  b}'  the  citj- 1890 


JUNE. 


An  Indian  fight  takes  place  near  Hondo  ;  two  whites  and  several  Indians  killed.  The 
Indians  are  found  to  possess  breech-loading  rifles,  which  "had  been  exchanged 
for  stolen   horses" 1872 
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2 

Hirsl   Volksfe-,1   hel.l 1882 

Joe  Hraiiiion,  another  of  ilu-   nan.i,^.  kille.l 1886 

3 

Tlie  bones  of  l-'aiiiiin's  men  Inirieil  with  lioimrs  of  war  by  order   of  General    Rnsk    al 

l"ort   l.a   Hahia  on  the  San  Anlonio  River       1836 

Hills  on  the  new  Federal  tniildini; 1886 

4 

Tlie  lielkna]!   ami   Maverick   Rifles  are  in  Calveslon  lo-day.      ,  l'.clkna|)s  win  first  prize 

..n  lune  llth, 1889 

5 

Battle   of  Alazan,  San  Antonio  ;    Spanish    Koxalists  defealeil  ,   one  llionsand  Royalists 

killed  and  wounded,    ninety-four   Americans   killed 1813 

New  Fire  Kngine  arrives.      A.  A.  I, ockwood  chief  of  the  Fire  Company 1858 

McDaniels.  the  roljber.  makes  a  marvelous  escape  from  the  County  Jail  in  broad  ilay- 
li,i;ht,  cuttiui;  his  shackles  with  a  saw  made  of  a  b-iolsprint;.  See  July  1  and 
May  14) 1858 

6 

Keautiful  Parhelia  are  seen.  'I'irst  a  halo  of  prismatic  colors,  afterwards  an  im- 
mense red  belt  that  stretched  from  North  to  South  of  equal  width  all  along"  .    .    .  1870 

7 

F'irst  Steam  Fire  F.ngine  arrives  in  the  city 1868 

Verv  noisv  Prohibition  meeting  on  Government  Lot 1887 

The   Menv  propertv  is  bought  In- the  County  Conmiissioners .  1888 

8 

Ten  loads  of  buffalo  hides  are  in  town  from  "out  west" 1877 

Alamo   Monument   Association  chartered,      i  This  .Association  held  its  first  meeting  i in 

February  27,    1S79,   organized   March  (i,  ISTSi.  i 1879 

9 

Guenlher"s  third  mill  ))egun  alioiU  this  ilate 1878 

10 

Last  ca.se  ('f  Cholera  in  San  .Antoniii  of  the  Great   Kpidemic  of 1849 

11 

First  consignment  of  fruit  from  Tampico,    Me.xico,  via   ludianola.      Bananas,   plantains 

etc.,  sold  by  auction  by  F.  I,.   Paschal 1859 

San  Antonio  Rifles  take  finst  prize  at  Paris,  Texas,  for  best  company  drill 1887 

12 

Adams  and  Wickes"  train  attacked  by  Indians  on    Devil's  River .  1869 

Skeleton  of  iMank  Harris  unearthed  in  the  Robber's  Cave  at  Helotes.  His  saddle  and 
remains  are  identified.  This  is  a  last  chapter  in  the  history  of  the  notorious 
robber  gang  1886 
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13 

Crockett  Block  on  Alamo  Plaza   Ijeguu       1882 

14 

Mason  County  oflFers  $500  for   any  hostile  savage  delivered  dead  or  alive  at  the  Mason 

County  Court  House  doors.     Big  Foot  Wallace  thinks  he  can  make  about  $.500  .    .  1872 

15 

Indian  raid  only  two  miles  from  San  Antonio  ;   several  mules  stolen  and  one  shot  with 

arrows 1870 

16 

An  Iron  Bridge  arrives 1869 

17 

Mrs.  M.  A.  Maverick  came  to  San  Antonio.  (Mrs.  Maverick  is  the  widow  of  one  of 
the  best  known  old  time  Texans,  S.  A.  Maverick.  Mr.  Maverick  came  to  Texas 
before  the  fall  of  the  Alamo,  and  narrowly  escaped  perishing  with  Travis'  devoted 
baud  and  he  took   an  active  part  in  many  stirring  incidents  of  the  city's  history )     1838 

Tlie  Cremation  Society  elects  its  officers 1885 

18 

ileuger  Hotel  foundations  are  now  being  begun  by  Wm.  A.  Menger.  Hotel  to  cost 
516,000,  J.  H.  Kampmann  builder.  Many  additions  have  been  made  to  this 
Hotel  since  this  date  .  1858 

19 

Foundation  laid  of  St.  JIary's  Street  Iron  Foot  Bridge.  (This  street  was  widened  at 
Commerce  Street  end  in  January,  l.'iilO,  it  beiu};  merely  an  alley  at  that  point 
before) 1869 

20 

A  second  District  Court  is  established  in  San  .\ntonio  about  this  date  and  W.  W.  King 

is  the  first  appointed  Judge  ( on  22nd ) 1890 

21 

Work  on  the  Quartermaster's  Depot  and  Water  Tower  is  begun  by  Braden  & 
.\ngus.  Height  of  Tower  88  feet.  United  States  Congress  had  appropriated 
1,100,000  for  work  on  this  Depot 1877 

Oscar  Wilde  lectures  here 1882 

22 

San  Antonio  Street  Railroad  is  formally  opened  b}-  a  party  of  gentlemen  under  the 
leadership  of  Colonel  Belknap.  They  leave  in  a  car  at  Northwest  corner  of  .\lamo 
Plaza  for  San  Pedro  Springs,  Colonel  H.  B.  .•\dams  acting  as  driver  of  car  No.  1  .      1878 

Hildebrand  is  brutalh'  murdered  by  Thumm  at  Castroville.  Thumm  is  sent  to  the  pen- 
itentiary for  twenty-five  years  for  this ,  1887 

Augustus  Belknap  dies 1889 

23 

Corner  stone  of  Elliott  Memorial   Hall  laid 1889 


us 
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24 

Aintation  for  more  sidewalks  is  now  llie  orrit-r  of  the  dn 


1870 


25 

Tuxaii  Congress  passes  a  liill  aiJ])rovin,i;  the  aniiexalioii  of  the  Reimblic  of  Texas  to  the 

riiited  Slates 1845 


26 

Fort  \'elasco  taken  li\  Texans  uiulcr  John  Austin  from  r^arlechea 


1832 


27 

Mi'lianiels  ami  I'otlers,  two  very  iles])erale  staije  robbers  and  nnirderers,  are  eai)lnred      1884 

28 

Soledad  ]ih)ck.  corner  Houston   and   Sok-dad  Streets,    liejiun  .     .  1883 

Belknap  Rifles  hold  Memorial  services  in   memor\-  of  Colonel   Autjustiis   Belkna])   and 

Major  John  Cresson .    .  1889 

29 

The  subscription  for  the   Northwest   Kxleiision   of  the  San    Antonio  and   Aransas   I'ass 

Railroad  now   reaches  to   >S2.on(l  .  1886 

30 

Adams  and    Wickcs'   train   attacked    by    Indians    near    Howard's    Springs;     lot)    mules 

stolen  and  one  teamster  killed  J  869 

The  Helknap  Rifles  at  I.am])asas  win  tliis  month  the   lirst  of  a  lonj;  series  of  victories 

second  jiri/.e  for  company   drill 1885 


JULY. 


San  Antonio  is  fust  desi.ynated  a  .MonexOrder  office 1869 

McDaniels,  escajjcd  convict  ami  highwayman  is  shot  and  killed  by  Deputy  fnitcd 
States  Marshals  Van  Riper  and  Stevens  at  Hen  Coffee's  goal  camp  about  eight  miles 
from  Hoerne,  in  Bexar  Coimty,  whither  he  had  gone  to  see  his  sweetheart.  He 
wrote    a    threatening    letter   to   the   Dailx'    b;xiiress  on  June    19th.      (See  also  June 

■"'  ■'"■1  ^'-o-  '■*•'  1885 
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2 

A  minute  of  the  City  Records  this  day  reads  as  follows:  "In  consequehce  of  the 
Council  and  citizens  generally  being  engaged  in  making  preparations  to  repel  the 
aggressions  of  the  Indians  there  was  no  meeting  of  the  Corporation  this  day. 
Signed.  W.    P.   Delmour    Secretary,  July   2nd" 1838 

Buildings   now   occupied  bv   Goldfrank.    PVank    &   Co.,    Main   Street,    are   about   half 

completed 18TO 

3 

H.  Yoakum  completes  Volume  I.  History  of  Texas   (Published  1856) 1854: 

Rainfall  in  San  .\ntonio  from  Saturday.  July  Urd.  midnight,   to  Tuesday  morning,  July 

6th,  is  fourteen  and  a  half  inches 186& 

The  old  front  of  San  Fernando  is  torn  down 1873 

4 

.Vnncxation  Bill  passed  by  the  Convention  of  Delegates  at  Austin 1845 

5 

The  present  (1890)  Iron  Bridge  on  Commerce  street  is  begun 1881 

Scholz's  new  Palm  Garden  is  opened  with  a  concert 1885 

6 

Joseph  Moore,  wife  and  children,  are  killed  in  their  wagon  by  Indians  at  Bandera.     One 

child    escaped 1873 

7 

Jose  Cordova  hanged  according  to  law  at  the  Bexar  County  Jail   for  the  murder  of  R. 

Trimble 1879 

First  game  of  Polo  between  Blues  and  Reds  (another  game  on  July  9) 1883 

8 

De  la  Harpe  replies  to  D'Alarconne's  letter  and  claims  the  Nassonite  lands  for  France  -1719 

9 

A  quiver  ot   arrows  and   a   bow  is   exhibited  at   the  San   Antonio  Express  office    as  a 

curiosity.     The  trophy  was  captured  in  the  "upper   Country." 1870 

Cornerstone   of  County  aud   City  Hospital  laid  1888 

10 

Ten  troops  of  I'uited  States  Cavalry  ordered  nut  for  Indian  service 1885 

11 

Indians  reported  eleven  miles  from  the  city 1870 

Ben  Milam's  grave  is  marked  by  a  stone  on  Washington  Square   Park 1878 

Bias  Herrera,  Texan  veteran,  dies .    .    .        ,    .  1878 

.lack  Harris  is  shot  by  Ben  Thompson   in  the  saloon  at   "Jack  Harris'   corner"  ....  1882 

12 

Groos'  house  on  "Alameda"  street  begun  (Alameda  now   E.  Commerce  street)  .  1872 

Stiinniforth  is  murdered  with  two  bullets  in  his  brain  as  he  sleeps 1885 


1867 
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13 

Iiuiian  rail!  iby  Kiowiisi  at   I'ledericksburg      .  

Tlie  Daily  Herald   discontinues  lo  he  publislud 1880 

14 

Death  I. f  l-'allu-r  Idliii-tiiii,  a  well  known  Catholic  priest  nf  this  oitv       1885 

15 

The  Alamo  Insiirance  Coniiian\,  a  local  conijianw  lornied 1889 


16 

Avenue  C   is  graded 

Curb  hvdrants  are  lirst   e-tablished 


1878 
1878 


H.  Brauer  is  mysteriously  murdered  at  the  San  I'eilro   Sprint;.-  1885 

17 

Act  of  incor|ioration  of  Cil\(il    San    Antonio    eighth    document  i 1856 

18 

;f7-"i,lliMI  additional  is  voted  for  (juarters  and  barracks    at  the    Post       1885 

19 

The  (lid  Lewis    mill  stopjied.      l-'or   nearlv  20   years  thi-   mill  had  supplied  j^round  corn 

to    San    Antonio  1869 

This  mill  was  reliuilt  and   still    '■.tjoes   round" 1890 

20 

Ooliad  citizens  take  justice  into  their  own  hands  ami   consummate   terrible  vengeance 

oil  horse  thieves  and   bandits.     They   hang   and  shoot  six   and   arrest   others  .    .       1858 

Tlie  buihliii.g  which  preceded  the  new  Kampmann  bank  biiildit],g;  and  took  the  place  of 
the  oritfinal    Maverick    House,    corner  of  Main  and  Soledad   streets,    is   now   heini; 

•»>iit.      1869 

21 

J.  H.   Kanipmann's  bank  building,  corner  of  Main  and  Soledad  streets,  is  l)e,gnn  .  1883 

22 

'flu-  work  on  tile  l\'ileral  building,  .\lanio  ])la/.a,  is  busil\  .!.;oing  on  when  J.    R.  Crordon 

pronounces  some   of   the  work  (bine    difectivc 1888 

23 

Sam    Houston  die-    at    Huutsville 1863 

Another  noisy  ]>rohiliition  nieetin.n  on  Covernment  l.ot.  The  campaign  is  now  .grow- 
ing   I'itter 1887 

24 

R,   Uragance  iTexan  veteran  i   dies    here 1886 

25 

The  X'aiic-  liuilding  on  Houston  street  wa-  the  .  .1.1  milil,iry  lieadc|uarters  before  the  wai   1859 


THE    MONTH  OF  AUGUST. 
26 
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The  Santa  Rosa  hospital  is  in  progress  of  being  built  (additions  have  been  made  to  this). 

It  was  built  on  the  site  of  the  old  Mexican  burying  ground  .  1S69 

27 

The  stone  structure  of  the  Federal  building  on    Alamo  pla/a  is  rapidly  Ijeing  pushed  to- 
wards   completion       ...-  1889 

28 

An  armadillo  is  caught  by  some  childrLii    in   tlie  eastern  suburlis 1882 

Captain  W.   G.  Tobin  dies 1884 

Ground  broken  for  the  Club  and  Opera  house   on  Alamo  plaza 1886 


29 

Cornerstone  of  Trinity  Methodist   Episcopal  church  laid 


1879 


30 

James  Short  relates  a  terrible   and   prolonged   hand-to-hand   encounter  with  a   l)car  in 

Bandera    couuty 1859 

31 

Senator  and  General  Rusk,  one   of  the   chiefs   of  the  Texas  war  for  independence,  sui- 
cides through  grief  for  the  death  of  his  wife 1857 


AUGUST. 


San  Antonio  Herald,  daily   eiiition,    Xo.  111.!  of  Vol.  1,  issued  ^tllis   is  the  first  existing 

filei.ssue) 1857 

Battle  at  Nacogdoches  between  Texans   and   Mexicans 1832 


Belknap    battalion    formeil 


1889 
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3 

Till-  Mi-iiji.r  hotel    is   already  l)einj<    .  iilarne.l     -ri.-  January  ril  .  1859 

4 

I'ive  Indians  are   seen  on    the  Bandera  road  by    Waller  Tvuan 1870 

rroliiliilion  is  deleate<l    hv  a    large   niajorils    .    .  1887 

5 

San  Antonio  \  Aransas  I'ass  Railroad  is   lirsl  iir.yani/ed  1884 

6 

Ma.sonr\'  work  of  Coniinerre  street  bridge  is   bein^;  done 187  0 

7 

The  troops  were  witluirawn  t'roni  the  San  Antonio  Post    i  see  August  2H) 1873 

8 

Jacques  Hainline  hanged  here  aceording  to  lau,    for  the  murder  of   Peter  Maddux  187  9 

9 

The  Kanipmann,  Steves  and  liennett  buildings   are  now  going   U])  on  the  south    side    of 

Coninierce  street 1870 

10 

The  Mexican  cart  and  teamster  troubles  of  (Voliad  and  Karnes  counties  excite  onsider- 

able  pul)lic  attention       1857 

11 

Helknapand   San    Antonio  Rifles  return  from  Calveston 1886 

12 

The  city  charter  passes  the  legislature 1870 

13 

.Stephen  Fuller  Austin  arrives  in  San  Antonio 1821 

Act  of  incorporation  of  San  Antonio  I  ninth  document  I 1870 

14 

French  building,  southeast  corner  of  Main  pla/.a.  is  nearly  completed 1858 

15 

The  Alamo  KiHe-  resolve  to  .hsband.  but  ilid   not  do  so  until  a  short  time  afterwards  1878 

Opening  of  the  Confederate  and  I'Vderal  re-union  at   San  Pedro  Springs 1888 

16 

Notorious  counterfeiters  arreste<l  and    mans'    stolen   drafts    and  coin  dies  are   fomid  in  a 

jewelry  store  on  Commerce  street 1859 

17 

David  Crockett  born  1786 


THE    MONTH  OF  AITGUST.  ITiS 

18 

Battle  of  Medina — Mexican  Royalists  are  victorious  under   Arredondo  . 1813 

19 

The  Mexicans  are  growing  very  jealous  of  the  xrowiiij;  influence  of  Americans  in  Texas 

about  this  time 1829 

20 

Arredondo  enters  the  city  in  triumph;  7(X)  of  the  citizens  are  imprisoned,  eighteen  die 

of  suflfocation  out  of  300  in  one  house;  the  remainder  are  shot 1813 

The  "Great  August  Storm;"  wind  from  the  northeast;  many  thousands  of  dollars  dam- 
age done  to  roofs  and  houses  in  the  city,  and  the  people  are  badly  scared 1886 

21 

Delegates  to   Denver  Deep  Water  Convention  are  selected 188  8 

22 

Tin    roof   workers  are  autocratic  just    now  (see  August  20) 188  6 

23 

Indian   raid   at  Castro villc 186T 

Third  Volksfest  was  almost  abandoned  on  account  of  the  adverse  decisions  of  the  city 

attorney    (see     October     2'2) 1884 

Jim  McCoy  hanged  at  County  Jail  for  the  murder  of  Sheriff  McKinney 1889 

24 

Treaty  of  Cordova  perfected  bj- which  Mexico  separates  from  Spain 1821 

Vance  &  Bros,  give  one  lot  of  land,  for  the  erection  of  an  Episcopal  place  of  worship,  to 
St.  Mark's  congregation.  Mr.  ,S.  A.  Maverick  also  donates  four  city  lots  for 
church   purposes 1858 

25 

Ferd.  Niggli  shot  at   Castroville  by  Sheriff  Thuinm.     He  dies  .August  30.     Thumm 

refu.ses    to  surrender   to  San     Antonio    officers    subsequently 1885 

26 

First  experiments  in  raising  "Chinese  Sugar  Cane,"  or  Sorgho,  now  known  as  Sor- 
ghum, mentioned  in  the   Herald 1857 

Right  Rev.  Bishop  Klliott,  Episcopal  Bishop  of  Western  Texas,  dies 1887 

27 

The  Street  Railway  Company  begins  its  extension  to  the  International  depot 1880 

Great  fire  at  Hugo   &   Schmeltzer's   on   Commerce  Street;  very  heavy  loss;  three  men 

severely  burned;   two  subsequently  die  of  their  injuries 188  3 

28 

Mexico 'evolts  against  Spain  to  become  a   Republic 1821 

The    Military   Post  is  re-established  here    (see   .\ugnst   7).., 1875 

A  plague  of  crickets  is  upon  us      .  1888 
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29 

The    Wiiy   we  ^iil   ice   in   those  <hi\  s:   an   ^ulverliseiiient    announces.    "Arrival   of   Ice 

Wagons  from  the  Hay." 1857 

Another  ailvertisenient  (Saturday  i:     "The  i',\  I'aso  mail  will  close  next  Tue.S(ia\  morn 

iuK   at   nine  o'clock 1857 

30 

Henrv  Karnes,  one  of  llie  olil  remarkable  trappers  ami  pioneers  rai>e(l  in  Tennessee. 
and  was  at  the  l)attie  of  Concepcion,  dies  m  the  montli  of  .\u,i;ust  in  San  Antonio 
(Karnes  County  gets  its  name  from  hini.  i 184:0 

C.eorge   lloeriu-r    dies 1885 


31 

San  Antonio  Gas  Works  are  inaugurated  about   this  date  , 

Two  car  loads  of  ponies  are  shipped  from  San  Antonio  to  England 


1859 
1877 


SEPTEMBER. 


'^J>^^f^  ^^^ 


i^^r-" 


1 

San  Antonio  and  Monterey  this  clay  connected  l)y  railroad 1882 

Letter  carrier  system  established  1882 

Joske  Bros,  introduce  copper  pennies  into  their  business.      iThe\  had   previously  been 

introduced  into  the  city  on  December  17.   issi;.  , 1887 

Copper  pennies  are  very  little  useil 1890 

2 

Very   brilliant   Aurora   Horealis  seen    here   (.see    September    :i4) 1859 

First  case  of  the  Cholera  epidemic   was  near  Concepcion  Mission.      (  Last  case  October 

lU,   l.Mii;.      Total  fatal   c.ises  2!li  , 1866 

Mr.  S.    A.   Maverick  dies,      i  Texan  ])ioncer   of  earlv  thirties,    was   intimately  identitied 

with  the  lily  and    state's    history  .Hid  interests  for  upwards  of  4(1   years,  t 1870 

3 

Comanche    Indians   troubUsonie    around   the    cit\.      Two  surveyors  were  killed  on  the 

Leon  Creek.     The   Indians   were   followed   and  seven  killeil 1838 


THE  MONTH  OF  SEPTEMBER. 


lo." 


Corner  stone  of  Joske's  bnilding,  corner  of  Commerce  and   Alamo  streets,  laid 


1888 


Sam  Houston  elected  President  of  the  Repulilic  of  Texas 

Six  Mexicans  found  hanging  on  trees  on  the  Cibolo  Creek,  near  Boerne 


1836 
1868 


6 

Stephen  F.  Austin  returns  to  Texas  about  this  date,  after  a  prolonged  enforced  deten- 
tion since  April  or  May,  1833,  in  Mexico.  (He  is  shortly  elected  General  of  the 
Forces  at  Gonzales,  1835,  and  says  :  "  1  fully  hoped  to  have  found  Texas  at  peace 
and  in  tranquility,  but  regret  to  find  it  in  commotion  *  *  ■•■■  and  threatened 
with  immediate  hostilities. "     The  Texas  Revolution  is  now  beginning  in  earnest,  i      1835 

The  old  "  Bat  Cave  "  Court  House,  northwest  corner  ISIilitary  plaza,  begun 1850 

1 

A  Southern  Pacific  Railroad  is  being  strongly  urged  at   this  early   date 1857 

Bob  Augustin,  who  came  up  from  Goliad  with  others  of  his  kidney  to  join  Sibley's 
Brigade,  is  arrested  by  \Vm.  Lj'ons  for  disorder!}'  conduct,  upsetting  and  over- 
riding the  chile  stands  on  Main  Plaza  (see  September  9th  1 1861 

8 

Meeting  held  to  devise  means  of  turning  the  ( )lni<)s  creek  into  the   .Alazau   to  prevent 

overflows  in  the  San  Antonio    River 1868 

9 

Bob  .Augustin  is  released  by  the  Mayor,  liut  is  taken  in  charge  by  a  determined  mass 
of  citizens  and  one  of  the  most  e.xcitiug  lynchings  in  the  history  of  the  citv  fol- 
lows. Bob  is  hanged  on  a  tree  at  the  southeast  corner  of  Military  Plaza  at  the  en- 
trance of  Flores  street  (this  tree  was  grimly  named  ^La  Ley  de  Mondragon)  at  the 
hands  of  a  vigilance  committee  and  by  the  unanimous  consent  of  a  large  mass  of 
citizens,  who  had  concluded  that  Bob  was  a  bad  man  (see  September  7,  IStil  i  .    .       1861 

O-x  carts  are  seeing  their  great  day 1870 

.Saengerfest  in   .San   .Antonio 1870 

10 

The  Jewish  Synagogue  on  Travis  Park  is  dedicated 1875 

11 

General    Woll  and    his   Mexican   army    invests    San    .Antonio  (also  General  Vasquez, 

March  7,    l.S42l 1842 


*  L.A.  Ley  de  Mondr.vgox — Fi,ore.s  Street. 


.A  little  tree  once  grew 
In  a  street  of  San  Antone, 

That  little  tree  we  knew 
.^s  "La  ley  de  Mondragon, 

Which  HI  a  street  of  flowers 
Put  forth  no  blossom  fair. 

Yet  by  the  Holy  Powers 
A  ghastly  fruit  it  bare. 


Whose  seed  was  sudden  death. 

Whose  stem  a  tight  drawn  rope 
The  Vigilante  saith 

■■  Well  founded  is  the  hope 

That  the  law  of  Mondragon 

.All  Texas  will  endorse 
That  '  here  in  San  Antone 

You  must  not  .steal  a  horse. '  ' ' 
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12 

Sixth  Aiiniial  I-air  is  lielil                           .  1875 

Lone  Star  Brewerv  is opencil 1884 

Aililitional  Barracks  ami  Ouarters  are  to  be  built  al  iIr-   New   I'ost.     Contract  let   Sep 

leiiiber  1.-!  ".  1888 

13 

A  Ceruian  iiaiiicil  TluiUe  is  killeil  by   Inilians  at  Castroville 1867 

At  an  election  helil  this  day  t  lo6H  votes  for  and  4t)  against  i  the  Columbus  or  "Sunset" 
route  is  subsidized  by  the  city  and  county  $.')()0.0(X).  (This  did  not  materialize,  set- 
Jainiary  lilHh  ■ 187  3 

14 

Cek-braliuii  ii)  San  .Aiitunio  of  the  one  hundredth  anniversar\   of  Humboldt's  birthday  1869 

A  Lij^ht  .Artillery  Company  reorganized,  Stanley  Welch,  Cajitain 1870 

I'ancoast's  buildiuK  on  Commerce  street  be,t;un                                                    ....  1880 

Through  communication  with   Saltillo  completed                               1883 

Last  stone  of  the  New  I'ederal  Bnil.iin,i»  on  Alamo  Plaza  laid 1889 

15 

Great  "  Inilianola  "  storm  on  the  coast.  .S21  lives  lost  at  Indianola,  which  city  is  de- 
stroyed i  Herald  says  Septemtier   IT.-"!  .  1875 

The  Military  Headquarters  besjun  '  now  JLaverick    Hotel,    see   also   .April    11    and   1-eb- 

ruary    :i 1877 

The  Texas  State  L'niversity  is  opened  at   .Au-.tm   with   lll'l  students 1883 

Belknap    Rifles  inaugurated 1884 

16 

Mexican  Independence  Day.     Don  Miguel  Hidalgo  proclaims  in  favor  of  libert\'  1810 

The  Colored  Catholic  Church  is  dedicated  by  Bishop  Nera/  1888 

The  corner  stone  of  the  City  Hall,  Military    I'laza,    is  laid       1889 

17 

Cajitain  Hays  defeats  ("Teneral  Woll  on  the  Salado  creek.    Captain  Dawson's  command 

loses  :i(i  men  on  the  same  day.     Creneral  Woll  retires  to  the  Rio  Grande  ...        .  1842 

18 

George  Wilkins   Kendall  advertises     'Merino  Bucks;"    this    is    probably    one    of  llie 

earlie.st  intro(hictions  of  this  lireeil  into  Texas 1857 

19 

I'-irst  issue  (if  the  San  Antonio  Daily   Times.  1880 

20 

St.  Joseph'-  Church    is  almost   fuiisheil  1872 

21 

While  yellow  fever  is   raging  at  Houston  and  Galveston  there  is  none  in   San  .\ntonio      1867 
The  San  .\ntonin    Dailv  Herald  is  sold   by  auction  1878 

22 

The  l>ullnig  block,  corner  ..1  Commerce  and    Alamo  streets,  is  begun       1883 
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23 

General  H.  P.  Bee  came  to  Texas  via  Galveston,  on  the  lirst  trip  of  the  Morgan  line  of 
steamers,  steamship  Columbia,  Captain  Wright.  (The  General  took  part  in  the 
Indian  battle  at  PUim  Creek  between  San  Antonio  and  Austin,  in  1840,  and  he 
finally  came  to  San  Antonio  in  l.S4:2,  during  the  Vasquez  campaign.  He  served 
with  distinction  in  many  Indian  campaigns,  and  in  the  invasion  of  Me.sico  by  the 
United  States 1837 

A  wrangle  over  the  "  Head  of  the  River  "  is  now  going  on  in  the  city,  all  to  little  pur- 
pose, since  the  city  had  sold  its  birthright   securelv  aud   legally.        .  1886 


24 

Brilliant   Aurora   Borealis   visible   at  11   p.  m.    (see  September    2,    1S5!M 1870 


25 

I'.ill   Whitley,    the  desperado   and  train    roljber,    is   killed,    resisting  arrest,    by   I'nited 

States  marshals.      His  body  is  brought  tu  San  .\ntouio  and  viewed  by  hundreds  .       1888 

26 

Horns  first  become  an  article  of  commerce  here 1868 

The  first  regular  trip  in  San  Antonio  of  an  electric  motor  car  was  made  on  the  .Alamo 
Electric  Street  Railway  Company's  track  from  Navarro  Street  to  the  Internation.il 
Fair  Groimds,  south  of  the  city  (Thompson-Houston  system).  Since  this  date,  all 
the  main  street  car  lines  have  adopte<l  electric  motor  cars  of  this  and  the  Sprague 
^vstem  1890 


27 

The  corner  stone  of  the  new  Cathedral  of  ,San  Fernando  is  laid  with  inii)ressive  cere- 
mony   on   Sunday  .  ,  .    .  1868 

Daneuhauer  block,  corner  ]\Iain  street  and  Main  plaza,  completed  and  ,Sul  DeutscU  .goes 

into    business    there  1877 

28 

The  Governor  of  Texas  issues  a  ]3rt>clamation  of  a  severe  character  agaiust  fence  cut- 
ters; also  agaiust  persons  unlawfully  enclosing  laud  bv  fences       .    .  .       1883 


29 

James   Mann,  a  fanner,  jjlonghs  up  an  old  Spanish  coat  of  mail  and  some  copper  coins 

on  the  Medina  river,  a  relic  of  long  bygone  d  \ys 1885 

30 

The  .-\lamo  Mission  Church  is  still  being  used  as  a  United  States  commissarv  store  .  1858 
The  Government  Hospital  at  the  Post    is  begun       ...  ,  1885 

The  Crosstown  "  Street  "  Railroad  makes  its  first  trip  1888 

The  James  residence  was  built  in  September.    (This  house,  still  standing  on  Commerce 

stre;t,    1890,    is  perhaps  the  oldest   -American  residence  of  two  stories  in  the  citv. 

General  Worth  died  in  this  house,  and  it  is   also   a  hou.se   that   General   Robert  F. 

Lee  frequented  when  he  was  here  in   charge  ot   the   military  departnier.t. ;  1847 

Nat  Lewis,  Sr.,  came  to   Texas  about   this  date 1842 
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OCTOBER. 


Major  Van  11(irn  fiiga.ifes  in 


^■ere  Indian    lii;lit  ;    .">ll  Imlians  killed 


1858 


Skirmish  at  Conzalcs  between  Texans  and  .Mexicans  over  llie  possession  of  the  C.on- 
zales  cannon.  The  Texans  are  victorious  :  this  opens  the  War  of  Texan  Inde- 
pendence         18o5 

Guenther's  lower  I  first  I  mill  be.!<un 1859 

Henrv  \\'ard  Keechcr  lectures  at  the  Casino  on  the  Reign  of  the  Common  Teople  .  1883 


The  \'ance  Iniildint;.  on    Houston    street,  is  still  used  as  a  military  cle]>ot 


1858 


Great  swarms  of  grasshoppers  infest  San  .^ntonin  from   a  southeasterly  direction  1867 


The  mail  from  San  .Antonio  arrives  at  San  Diego,  Cal,,   in    lit)',   days,      "  Fastest  time 
on  record  ;    complete   triumph  of  the  Southern  route."      lit  is  afterwards  done  in 

much    less    time.  1 1857 

Second  annual  Volksfest ;  very  brilliant  parade  ;  great  success 1883 

Dr.  Howard  is  appoiiileil    Postmaster.  1885 

6 

San  l-ernando   Catheilral    is   opened   w  itli  unit  h  ceremony  1873 

Indians  kill  three  boys  and  a  girl  named    Dowdy,  above   Rerrville.  on  the  (iuadalupe  1878 
Grenet  begins  the  inartistic  wooden  building  for  a  grocery  store  adjoining  the  .\lamo 

Church,  and  partly  on  the  site  of  the  convent  walls  and  convent  yard  .  1878 

San  .\ntnni.i  and  .\ransas  Pass  Railroad  is  completed    U>   Kerrville 1887 


The  first  SI,  Mary's  street  bridge  is  erecte.l 


1858 


8 


Ground  is  broken  for  the  old  San   .\nl(inio  National    bank  building    now  occupied  by 

O'Connor  &   Sullivan,   l)ankersi  .  1867 

Ygnacia  Cortez  is  acfjuitted  of  the  murder  of  Slanniforth 1885 


THE  MONTH  OF  OCTOBER.  l-",9 

9 

Cnllinsworth   and  Milam   capture  Goliad - 1835 

"Sirs.  Haniiig,  who  was  a  survivor  of  the  storming  of  the  Alamo,  and  was  the  wife  of 
Lieutenant  Dickinson  who  was  killed  there,  dies.  (Mrs.  Dickinson  was  the 
mother  of  "The  Child  of  the   Alamo."! 1883 

10 

Stephen  1''.  Austin  assumes  command  of  tlie  Texaiis  at  Gonzales       183S 

Case  of  San  Antonio  and   Mexican   Gulf  Riilroad   v.    City  of  San  Antonio  is   decided 

against    the    city 1868 

11 

El  Paso  and  San  Antonio  mail  attacked  by  Indians  ;   two  of  the  escort  are  killed  1867 

12 

S.  F.  Austin,  commanding  the  Texans,  starts  for  >San  Antonio  against  Cos 1835 

Last  case  of  cholera  epidemic  I  see  September  2) 1866 

13 

First  revolutionary  meeting  held  in  San   .\ntonio 1834 

Citizens  are  breathing  more  freely  and  are  thankful  that  the  cholera  was  no  worse  (see 

September  2  and  ]2i  1866 

14 

city  authorities  are  talking  of  widening  Commercj  street,  along  bv  Groos'  bank  .    .    .  1867 
Ground  broken  for  the  new  San  Antonio  National  Bank  building.  Commerce  street.  .    -1885 

15 

;\Iany  fences  are   being  cut  and   Iwrned    about  this  time  ...        188*^ 

16 

.\  three   hundred  dollar  foot-bridge  is  opened  on   Commerce  ^street  .    .        .  ...       1866 

17 

Nearly  all  tile  .\merican  Texans  are  becoming  convinced  that  it  is  now  complete  inde- 
pendence from  Mexico  or  nothing.  IfiS'S 

18 

J.  lirnest  Smith,  express  messenger,  is  given  a  rousing  reception  for  having  so  effect- 
ually disposed  of  train   robbers  on    the  .Southern  Pacific  Railroad  near  El  Paso  .    .  1887 

19 

Eightv-two  camels  are  imported  b\'  private  enterprise  from  the  Cauarj-  Islands  ....  1858 

20 

Aitstin  arrives  with  the  Texan  forces  at  the  Mission  Espada  . 1835 

The  colored  "  Excelsior  Guards  "  are  organized ...  1882 

The  Prospect  Hill  Street  Railroad  is   organized 1883 
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21 

George  Wilkiiis  Kt-iulall,  a   .i;.io.l    ami    true  frieml   to   San   Antonio  and  Texas,  dies   at 

Hoerne  .  1867 

It  is  lu-(la_v  decided  to  build  ilu-   Soullnveslern    Lunatic  Asylum   in  Bexar  County  1889 

22 

Case  of  Rhodes  v.  Whitehead  el  al.  is  decided  in  tavor  of  defendant.  This  suit  was  to 
test  certaiti  rights  to  use  the  old  Concepcion  ditch.  This  ditch  was  afterwards 
abandoned;  it  ran  along  Garden  street  froni  the  old  dam,  now  the  Lewis 
mill  dam,  and  was  constructed  about  tin-  time  of  the  founding  of  the  Con- 
cepcion Mission,  probably  about  the  year  ITl'H.  aud  it  watered  the  lands  of  that 
Mission.     This  c;(se  was  derided .       1858 

23 

Suit  City  V.  Hislmp  ( )(lin  lie;<un  — .\lanio  properlv  1850 

Second  dav  of  the  third  annual  \olksi'est.      The  Belkuaps   now    win  first  iiri/.e  for  best 

drilled   company,     ."^aii    .Vntniiio    Rifles   win  second  .  1885 

24 

J.  1'..  I.acosle,  old  and  progressive  citizen,  first  president  of  .San  .\nlonio  Water  Work,-- 

.md  llie  San  .\ntoiiio   Ice  Factory,  dies  .    .  1887 

25 

.Some  genuine  Gypsies  encamp  this  week  at    San    I'eilro  Spring--  1873 

26 

I'astest  record  of  stage  mail  from    Kl  I'asc.   in  six  days 1868 

27 

I'anuin,  with  a  force  of  Texans,  arrives  at  Mission  Concepcion       1835 

Captain  W.  G.  Tobin  hastens  with  a  company  of  60  men   to   relieve   the   frontiersmen 

from  the  aggressions  of  C'ortina's   invasion  1859 

28 

Battle  of  Concepcion  between  Fannin's  force  of  DO  Texans  and  the  Mexican  troops  from 
San  .\ntonio,  under  Cos.  The  latter  are  driven  liack  to  the  city.  Richard 
.\udrews  is   killed,  the  first  in  this  campaivn 1835 

29 

F'irst  Convent  foot-liridge  is  built  by  sul  scription  ;  it  is  afterwards  washed  a\va\    .     .         ,   1868 
Cardinal  Gibbons  is   here,  and  next  .l.iy  lie  officiates   at  San  Fernando    Cathedral  .  1887 

30 

General    Cos  is  lortif\  ing   San   .\ntoiiin  1835 

One' thousand  Texans  uiiiler  Austin  at  .Mi'---ion  Conce]ici<in.  Many  of  them  disperse- 
shirtly  afterwards  to  escape  the  severity  of  the  weather.  Having  been  hastily 
summoned,  they  came  unprepared  111  winter.     .    .        1835 

31 

■fhe  bell  of  St.  .Mark's  arrives  from  Troy.   .V.  V.      It  was  cast  from   an    old   cannon    dug 

up  in  the  .'Mamo,  and  was  cast  at  the  expense  of  S.    .\.    ]\I,iverick 1874 

[Mem.^The  revolutionary  ideas  of  the  Texan  party  had  ari>en  by  the  refusal  cf  .Santa 

.Anna  to  separate  Tex;is  from  Coahuila.] 1834 


THK   MONTH   OF   NOVEMBER. 


NOVEMBER. 


The  United  States  Arsenal  is  begun   to  be  built  on  its  present  site 

Antonio  Manchaca.   a  prominent  Mexican-Texan  veteran  and  citizen,  horn  180(1,  dies 

this    day         ...  

Mr.    Herman  Kampmann  takes  the  Menger  Hotel   in   hand 


1859 


1879 

1887 


First  match   game  of  base  ball  played  in  this  city 1867 

The  Belknap  Rifles  receive  their  charter  ...  1884 

The  first  survev  of  the  San   Antonio  and  Arausas  Pass  Railroad  is  completed 1884 


The  city  is  first  lighted  with  gas ,    .  

The  Edison  Phonograph  makes   its  first  appearance  here  at  the  Alamo  Literary  Hall 


1866 

1878 


Floresville  and  San  Antonio  are  connected  by  wire  ;   first  message  on  the  oth 


1886 


Corner  stone  of  German  Catholic  Church  of  St.  Joseph  laid  with  great  ceremony  .    .    . 
The  new  building  of  the  San  Antonio  National  Bank,  on  Commerce  street,  is  occupied. 


1868 

1886 


San  Antonio  National  Bank  is  organized 
The  second  International   Fair  is  opened 


1866 
1889 


Magee  is  at  Goliad  with  the   "  Republicans  ;"  the  Royalists  are  defeated 


1812 


8 

The  Texans  take  up  a  position  at  Powder  House  Hill  overlooking  San  .Antonio       .    .       1835 
Giraud,   City  Engineer   (afterwards  Mayori,    begs  the   City  Council  to  reserve  the  l<its 
and  head  springs  at  the  head  of  the  river,  and  to  reserve  a  strip  of  land  on  the  east 

bank  of  the  river  within  the  city  limits •.    .    .  1852 

T.  C.  F'rost's  residence,  Soledad  street,  begun 1881 

Milam  Block  begun  1881 
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9 

A  hirgu  train  of  riiiU-il  States  i-aiiiels  pass  ilmni-li  Coiunicrce  street 1859 

10 

'■  I.cdj-er  ami  Texan    Daily  Newspaper,"  No.    1,  publislie.l       1859 

11 

I'oiiiKlatioii  stone  of  joint   City  and   Connt\-  Ho-.pital  laid       1886 

12 

'riic  X'aner  llonse  is  fust   opene.I  as  a  liotel.      iTliis  was  the  old    Military  Headquarlers 

lielore  and  fir  some  years  after  the    w  ar.  i 1872 

13 

I'iist  trial  of  the  new  steam  roller  for  street  improvements 1885 

The  fus'i  Inti  rnational  I'.iir  held  at  the  new  fair  jirounds,  at  Riverside  Park,  opened  by 

President    Dia/.,    of  Mexico,   by  telegraph 1888 

14 

The  cornerstone  laid  of  tlu-  orii^inal  i  )dd    I'cllows'  Hall   building,  on   Houston  street. 

(This  hall   was  ailded  to  .111,1  remodeled   in  1^S!I-!)I).  , .       1878 

Reunion  of  the  Terry   Ran.^ers  in  .Sail  .\iitoiiio       1889 

15 

I, <.reiizo  de  Zavalla  dies  at  San  Jacinto  mot  .11  the  batllei 1836 

,Saii   Antonio   thorou.ijhly  aroused  over  the   Cortinas   invasion    at   Brownsville.      Much 

exciteinenl  in   town  1859 

The   West   Knd   Town   Compan\    is   or.yani/.ed   and    receives   the   final   transfer  of  the 

property 1887 

16 

It    is  finalh-  seen  that  X'ictor   Considerant's   So.ialislic  Colony,  near  Dallas,  does   not 

prove   to   be   a   success  1858 

|.   1.  Duerler    secures  a  charter   for  a  street  railway   to  San   I'edro   Spriii.ijs   lit  does   not 

matenali/.ei  .  1866 

17 

'I'he  charter  of  the    San    .\iitoiiio  and  .Mexican  I'Tiilf    Raih  oad  is  renewed       1857 

A  committee  IS  .ippoinled  to  solicit  subscriptions  to   St.  Mark's  Chui  oh 1858 

18 

.Sunday  l;i\v  docs  not  prove   acceptable  to  .S.m    .\ntoni.iiis  aiioul  this  time 1887 

19 

Continued   and  peisislenl  ram  interruiils  the  siucess  of  the  International  I-aii   lieie  1888 

20 

llie  Mexicm  Royalists  Irom    San  .\iitoiiio  ,m-  defeated   at   Coliad  1812 

James  .iiid  Resin  Bowie  defeat  the  Indians  in   their    lelebrated    li,L;lit    at  San  ^alla       ,     ,   1831 
Sau  Aiilcniio  Ice    I'actory  established  1866 


THE  MONTH  OF  NOVEMBER.  lti"> 

21 

Tlie  present  (1890)  Commerce  street  Uridj^e  is  l)eKun  about  this  date  .        .    .- 1880 

The   National    Kditorial  Association  meets  here 1888 

22 

The  fir^t  city  ordinance  against  carrymt;   concealed  ileadly  weapons 186T 

23 

B.  I,.  Crouch  receives  the  news  that  several  of  Ids  nearest  relatives  are  brutally  mur- 
dered.     Xo  trace  of  the   murderer 1883 

24 

The  I'.erg   Electric    Light  starts   with  tj.j   lights.     This  is  the  second  visitation   of  San 

Antonio  by  electricity  and  the  dynamo 1887 

25 

Fire  Company  established  about  this  date,  .\.  .A.   Lockwood,  chief 1857 

Thomas  William  Ward,  Captain  of  Artillery  at  the  storming  of  San  Antonio,  1.S8.5,  dies 

at   Austin 1872 

John  James,  an  old  citizen  of  the  early  forties,  dies  (see  September  yOi  .    .        1877 

26 

"The  Grass  I'"ight."     The  Mexicans  fi.ght  fur  grass  for  their  cavalry,  and  are  defeated 

by    the    Texans 1835 

.\n  act  to  amend  the  act  of  January  14th,  1.S42,  enacted  (seventh  document  relating  to 

city  charter) 1855 

27 

Lieutenant  Eggleston  ordered  to  cross  the  Rio  Crande  to  pursue  Indians,  if  necessarv  .  1884 

28 

Hmigrauts  Ironi  Canary  Islands  arrive  in   San  .\ntouio — sixteen  families 1730 

La  Villa  Capital  de  San  Fernando  founded  (old  document  in  County  Records  con- 
taining ordinances  of  San  Antonio) 1730 

Austin  resigns  command  of  the  army  of  Texans  on  being  appointed  United  States  Com- 
missioner         1835 

Fence  cutting  IS  rampant  still 1884 

29 

Grenet  purchases  part  of  the  .\lamo  property ■.    .    .  1877 

30 

First  Presbyterian  Church,    Houston  street,   dedicated 1879 

James  L.  Truehart,  Texas  veteran,  dies 1882 

Cornerstone   of  Madison    Presbyterian  Church  laid 1882 

"  Deaf"  or  Erastus  Smith,  a  celebrated  scout  and  pioneer  of  Texas  revolutionary 
times,  was  born  April  19,  1787.  He  took  an  active  part  in  the  preparation  of  the 
deten.se  of  the  Alamo,  but  was  absent  on  dut}-  during  the  seige.  and  shortly  after- 
wards did  good  service  at  the  battle  of  San  Jacinto;   dies 1836 
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DECEMBER. 


I'ostniaster  Johnson  takes  chari;c  of  tht  San  Antonio  I'osl  Office 


1889 


(Uorge  DuUnig  finds  petroleum  on  his  ranch  liv  dnllins;  for  artesian   water 


1887 


The  population  of  the  Citv  of  San  Antonio  is  reported  about  this  date  by  the  assessor 
as  7142.  (It  is  supposed  to  be  incorrectly  estimated  on  August  l;^.  18nS.  as  City 
of  San   Antonio,  o2Sl  ;  Countv  of  Bexar,  4Wt7. ! 1856 


,Stock   amounting  to  Jo(l,(lUO  taken  by  the  city  in  the  San  Antonio  Mexican  Culf  Rail- 
road.     I  J.  M.  Devine,  Mayor,  i     See  December  30 1850 

ICxperimental  "  tube  well  "  sunk  on    Military  Plaza,  2<!  feet  deep 1868 


San  Antonio  is   assaulted  by  the  Texans  nniler  Milam  and   F.  \V.  Johnson  :  one  Texan 

killed  and  fifteen  wounded 1835 

The  abandoned  wires  of  the  Military  Telegraph  are   purchased  by  the   lirie  Telephone 

and     Telegraph    Company 1883 


l-'ive  Texans  wounded  in  the  assault  this  day 

(ieorge  Hoenier's  saloon  opened  on  Commerce  street 
First  raid  by  the  city  on  gamblers 


1835 

1858 
1867 


Death  of  .Milam  and  two  others  in  the  assault 


1835 


Texans  succeed  in  taking  a  lio\ise  on    Main    I'laza 


9 


1835 


<*>eneral  Cos  sunendevs  tlie  citv  to   (".eneral  Burleson,    commander  of  the  Tex.-ms  1835 


THE  MOXTH    OF  DECEMBER.  16-5 

10 

Henry  Elmendorf's  residence  begun ISSl 

11 

Memorial  services  held  in  the  Opera   House  in  memory  of  Jefferson  Davis 1889 

12 

National  cattle  trail  lias  Ijeen  the  principal  topic  among;  the  cattlemen  at  their  meeting 

this  week.      (The  trail  had   "to  go   '   before  the  land-grabbers  and  the  railro.ids  Ii  .  1884: 

13 

Railroad  communication  with  Xcw  Orleans  is  much  agitated  at  this  date 18S8 

The  .\lazan   ditch   is   nearly  completed       18T6 

14 

.\ct  of  incorporatioi>  of  the  City  of  San  Antonio.  iThis  is  the  third  document  of  incor- 
poration.    See  January,   ]T8o   f.nd    17o4.      .Mso    January    'i.    1.S37| 1837 

Indignation  meeting  of  citizens  held   strongly  condemning  fence  cutting 1883 

15 

Amendments  to  certain  sections  of  the  City  Charter  of  San  .Antonio  made  at  the  elec- 
tion held  this  date  (tenth  document  1 18T4 

Buffalo  Bill  entertains  us  at  the  Casino 1879 

16 

The  City  Council  decides  to  open  Crockett  street  across  the  river  to   St.  Mary's   street. 

(This  is  an  important  improvement.  I 1889 

17 

Kit  Carson's  letter  published  in  the  San  Antonio  Daily  Herald,  dated  from  Taos,  New 
Mexico,  saying  that  a  little  Te.\as  boy  had  licen  recovered  from  the  Indians  and  he 
wishes  him  to  be  advertised 1859 

Copper  pennies  are  introduced  into  the  citv  into  commerce 1886 

18 

The  .\lamo  Rifles  give  a  grand  dress  and  military  ball   at  the  "  New  "  Casino  Hall  .       1857 

19 

S.  M.  Wills,  who   had  been    held   for  four  years  a  captive  by  the   Comaiiches,  escapes 

and  relates  his  experiences  in  San  Antonio 1878 

Emma  .Abljott  opens  the   Grand   Opera  House,  .\lamo  Plaza 1886 

20 

Vea.ger  is  arrested,  and  on  the  22d  of  this  month  Pitts  and  Yea,ger  are  identified  as  the 

much  wanted  postoffice  and  mail  roliliers 1884 

21 

The  first  Fair  of  the  ."Agricultural  and  Industrial  Association  of  Western  Texas  is  openedl868 
I'ourteen  thousand  dollars  is  appropriated  by  the   I'nited  States  Congress  to  purchase 

land  to  enlarge  the   Arsenal  grounds 1880 
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22 

('■alhiKlKi's   i-uriR-r.  near   Mc-iij<fr   lIotL-l,  is   cHcupicd  on  ihis  ilate  by  ttiL-  San  AiiUmio 

i'"i^t^>fli^-^- 1879 

23 

James  Kerr,  Uie  oldf  St  AiiK-ricaii  SftUer  west  of  Colorado  rivur.  iliis 1850 

We  hear  (.f  a   liattle    uitli   the    (k-roiiimo   band   of  Apaclies  in  wliifh  two  officer^  are 

killed    and   scim-   uieii 1885 

24 

ki;^lil  Reverend  AiilUony  DoiiiiniL-  I'elieer  is  installed  at   San    Fernando   Cathedral   as 

lirst  I'.ishop  of  San  Antonio  (he  was  buried  in  this  Cathedral  A])ril  17.  ISMl  1874 

25 

Stejihen  1'.  Austin.  Secretary  of  State  of  the  Re])ui)lio  of  Texas,  dies  at  Cohnnbia  1836 

The  battle  at  Jlier,  Mexico,  is  fought 1842 

The  International  Railroad  track  is  complete  1  to    I,  ired.)  ;   first  train  this  day  1881 

26 

Santa  Anna  and  Almonte  are  released  by  President  Houstcni ...  1836 

The  Texans  on  the  Mier  expedition  surreuiler  to  the  Jlexicans 1842 

27 

Cortiuas  is  beaten   by  the  Texans  under  I'orcl  and  Tobin.  near  Brownsville  .    .    .  1859 

28 

San  Antonio  is  just  beginning  to  I'eel  the  possibility  of  becoming   a  market  for  cotton      1858 

29 

The  Ma\erick  Printing  House  have  just  nioveil   into  their  fine  new  five-story  building 

on  Avenue  1-; 1890 

30 

A  city  election  i-  held  to  consider  the  ad  visabilitv  of  taking  stock  in  the  San  .\ntonioand 
Jlexican  ( '.idf  Railroad  ;  1^117  voles  cast,  of  which  Su',  were  in  favor  of  the  5.")n.illin 
snliscrijition 1850 

31 

Dedication  of  the    l-.lliotl  Memorial  Hall 1889 

Moses  Austin  was  in  San  Antonio  about  this  date 1820 

Cerman-Englisli   school   establislieil  about  this  date 1858 

James  and  Resin  P.  liowie  are  in  San  .\ntonio  to  organize  the  .San   Saba  expedition  1831 

We  have  the  most  populous  city  tit  Texas,  three  main  railroad  lines,  a  perfect  system  of 
water  works,  the  purest  water,  wood  hlock-paved  plazas  ami  streets,  several  electric 
street  car  systems,  the  prettiest  Opera  and  Club  House  in  the  South,  beautiful  public 
buildings,  .good  electric  lighting  and  gas  systems,  good  hotels,  a  lovely  river,  a  cli- 
mate .second  to  none  on  this  continent,  cflicient  schools,  three  daily  newspapers, 
the  most  important  military  post  in  the  rnited  Slates,  immense  markets  for  horses, 
cattle,  wool  and  cotton,  a  progressive  mayor,  a  history  inexhaustible  in  interest, 
and  .1  magnificent  future 1890 


ADVERTISING   APPENDICLE. 

The  Alamo  Heights. 

A  Very  Lovely  Hesidenee  and  Villa  Addition  to  the  City  of 
San  Antonio. 

The  property  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  head  waters  of  the  Sau  Antonio  River  has 
always  held  an  undisputed  reputation  of  beini;  the  Garden  vSpot  of  Texas.  The  River  rises 
here,  almost  full-grown  within  the  distance  of  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  from  great  mysterious 
springs  bubbling  in  translucent  pools  of  limpid  water.  Around  and  above  this,  the  land  is 
luxuiiant  to  a  degree  with  fine  trees  and  sylvan  greenery,  and,  while  enjoying  all  the 
attractions  of  a  well  timbered  river  bottom,  it  yet  stands  high  and  abovQ  the  low  lauds  and  the 
city,  with  exquisite  views  of  the  fertile  valley  below  and  of  the  mountains  and  hills  reaching 
away  to  the  north.  Giant  Pecans,  Live  Oaks,  Hackberrj-,  Elm,  Box  Fllder,  and  many  other 
noble  trees  are  here  in  profu.sion,  with  a  rich  .sprinkling  of  tlie  beautiful  Mountain  Laurel,  an 
evergreen  which  in  the  Spring-time  blooms  in  purple  dress  among  the  myriads  of  wild  flowers 
with  which  the  neighborhood  teems  at  certain  seasons  of  the  j'ear.  Such  in  brief  is  an 
unexaggerated  description  of  the  property  acquired  over  a  year  ago  by 

TUB  filamo  HBignts  IfflprDvement  Gonipiiy, 

And,  up  to  the  date  of  the  publication  of  this  work,  not  a  lot  has  been  placed  upon  the  market, 
but,  under  the  management  of  Mr.  W.  J.  B.  Patterson,  the  designs  of  Mr.  R.  R.  Salter,  C.  E.,  of 
Denver,  have  been  assiduously  carried  out.  For  a  year  or  more  a  large  force  of  men  has  been 
busily  emplo}'ed  to  make  this  place  the  most  desirable  residence  property  of  our  attractive  and 
historic  city.  Landscape  engineering  as  a  science  has  been  brought  to  tone  a  naturally  be  lutiful 
locality.  Wide  streets,  80  to  100  feet,  with  12-feet  sidewalks,  have  been  graded  and  graveled- 
Drives  and  roads  have  been  constructed  upon  the  contour  lines  of  the  land,  insuring  a  natural 
drainage  of  all  lots.  Parks  have  been  laid  off  and  trimmed,  and  here  the  picturesque  arroyos, 
which  dip  down  to  the  Olmos  creek,  have  been  put  to  very  effective  purpose.  This  creek  runs 
in  an  unbroken  stretch  of  nearh'  a  mile  on  the  west  side  of  this  property  and  empties  itself 
into  the  River,  just  below.. 

A  magnificent  drive  has  been  constructed  from  the  city  to  the  Alamo  Heights  Property  bv 
the  City  Council,,  a  bonus  having  been  provided  by  the  Company  towards  this  work.  Along  this 
drive,  starting  from  the  Federal  Building,  an  Electric  Street  Car  Line  is  rapidly  being  laid  to 
this  Suburban  Addition,  winding  through  and  around.  Five  miles  of  track,  standard  gauge, 
are  already  linder  construction.  The  system  will  be  Thompson-Houston.  Cars  will  start  every 
fifteen  minutes  and  transit  will  be  rapid — twenty  or  twentj'-five  miles  being  counted  upon  as 
the  usual  rate  of  travel. 

N.  B. — Five  or  six  big  springs,  and  fiftj-  or  sixty  minor  springs  make  this  property  a 
perpetual  paradise,  and  insure  the  purest  of  drinking  water. 

For  particulars,  call  on  or  write  to 

pia(T)o  J^eii^t7ts  lar^d  ar^d  l/nprouemei^t  (^ompa^y, 

W.  J.   B.  PATTERSON, 

President  and  General  Manager. 

No.  4-2  7   East  Houston  Street,   San  Antonio,  Texas. 


F.    F.    HAINHKIIKilC.  \V.   COKNKR. 


BAINBRIDGE  &  CORNER, 


ITni.lSHFRS  OF 


Sail   Antonio  de   Bexar, 

Hv    W.   CORXIvR, 


BOOKSELLERS. 

Stationers  and  fleois  Agents, 

San  Antonio,  Te^^as. 


ALAMO  STREET, 

NEXT    I.    &   G      N     TICKET   OFFICE 


Books,  Periodicals,  Fine  Stationery  of  All  Kinds, 

Newspapers,  Fancy   Articles, 

Boston  Linen,  Crane's,  Marcus  Ward's  Irish  Linen,  Bond  Writina:  Papers. 

Siibso if>/loiis  lo  A'c:csf>iipii X  mid  A/aoa~i>/cs    So/in'lt'd. 
Gold  and  Foiiiitaiii  Pons. 

J^r'Koto  ^iews  of  San  ^ntenio  and  "yicinitu. 

P^eQts  for  U/rii^t^t  9  Ditsoi^'s  laiur}  T^^Q'S  (joods. 

The  larfjest  lollfctimi    of  l-iiit-  Japanese   Ware  in   this   city.      Biitlulay    I'reseiits  and    Canls. 

Visitiny  and  W'eddini;  Cards  F^ngraved  in  the  most  F'ashionable  Styles. 

l"r<)i;ressive   Kurhre   Prizes. 

|-i'<>lii|it    l>eli\i-i.v  ol   nil    liriiiliiiK   M»ttei. 


THE  INTERNATIONAL  ROUTE." 


Dteraationalt  Great  florthepD  H-  H- 


SHORTEST,   OUICKEST    AND    BEST 
LINE    FROM 

ST.  LieyiS,  ME/nPHIS.  KANSAS  ClTY, 

eHieAGe,  new  york 

AND    ALL    POINTS    NORTH    AND    EAST   TO 


PULLMAN    BUFFET   SLEEPING   CARS 

THROUGH    WITHOUT   CHANGE    BETWEEN 

St.  Louis,  Houston,  Galveston,  Austin,  Laredo, 
and  San  Antonio. 


J.  E,  GALBRAITH, 

TRAFFIC   MANAGER, 

PALESTINE,  TEXAS. 

F.  O.  BECKER, 

GENERAL  AGENT, 

GALVESTON, TEXAS 


D.  J.   PRICE, 

ASST.    GEN.    PASS.    AGENT, 

PALESTINE,  TEXAS. 
T.  M.  ORR, 

GENERAL  AGENT, 

SAN   ANTONIO.  TEXAS. 


JjPlIXIES  CLjPlVIN, 


DRUGGIST. 

pur?  DriJ^s  aqd  (^\)<^rr\\ea\^, 


:     ^PATENT  MEDICINES,-^ 
^Toilet  Articles,  Sponges,  Bruslies.Etc. 


36  West  Commerce  Street,  San  Antonio,  Texas, 


;N1C.  TIJ^GG, 

WHOI.KSAI.E    AND    RETAII. 

BooksellefiStation8[, 

218  West  Gornrparce  Street, 

SAN    ANTONIO,   TEXAS. 
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Maps.  Souvenirs,  Stereoscopic  and  other  views  of  the  Cit\ . 

The   Histor}-  of  San  Antonio  de  Bexar  mailed  to  an}-  part  of  the 


world. 


:'\f0^^ 


Puif  Java,    M.  . 
the  premises. 

Please  call  upon,  write  or  telephone  to 
Telephone  No.  311. 


Tea,  Coffee,  Coeoa,  Spiee  &  Baking  Potuder 

(^  ESTABLISHMENT, 

""■?'    ^J  "'*'     ^^'es*  Coininerre  Street,  S;iii  Antonio,  Texas, 

Is  always  replete  with  choice  pure  goods,  and  purchaser.-i 
^      may  rely  on  getting  honest  value  for  their  money. 
^  Mr.  Holland  is  an  expert  in    Teas,  and   personally 

superintends  the  Tea  Department. 
ther  fine  Coffees  are  being  constantly  roaste:!    and  ground    on 


WM.  HOLLAND, 

The  Tea  Mar 


*   I^EHHViiiiiE,  Kerr  GooiiTY,  Texas.  * 

AN   EARTHbY  PARABISE. 
THE  HEALTH  RESORT  OF  AMERICA. 

Kerrville,  on  the  Guadalupe  river  Ihe  queen  of  Texas  rivers,  is  the  terminus  of  the  San 
Antonio  and  Aransas  Pass  Railway,  and  is  seventj'-one  miles  northwest  of  San  Antonio.  It 
has  an  altitude  of  1,650  feet  above  sea  level,  is  1,070  feet  hig;)er  than  San  Antonio,  and  550 
feet  higher  than  Boerne.  It  has  a  mean  annual  temperature  of  6o  degrees.  Six  degrees 
above  zero  is  the  lowest  temper  iture  ever  registered,  and  98  degrees  the  highest.  Rainfall 
27  inches,  with  a  dry,  invigorating  and  health-restoring  mountain  air.  George  Wilkins 
Kendall  wrote  to  his  paper,  tlie  New  Orleans  Picayui.e,  that  if  the  sick  people  in  the  United 
States  could  know  of  the  health-giving  qualities  of  this  mountain  air,  there  would  hardly  be 
standing  room  in  our  lovely  green  valleys. 

Kerrville  is  entirely  surrounded  by  a  circle  of  mountains  and  hills,  which  are  clothed  from 
base  to  summit  with  vegetation.  The  Guadalupe  is  of  incomparable  beauty.  Here  it  winds 
along  the  foot  of  the  hills,  audits  banks  are  fringed  with  trees;  celar,  oak,  pecan,  etc.,  in 
summer  affording  a  delightful  shade  for  fishing,  boating,  or  a  stroll  along  its  peacefid  marge, 
innumerable  creeks  empty  into  it  near  Kerr\-iUt.  Along  the  river,  above  and  below  town,  and 
in  the  valleys,  are  numerous  farms,  producing  cotton,  corn,  wheat,  millet,  sorghum,  etc.,  and 
in  the  fields  and  meadows  rich  grasses  grow  in  luxuriance.  Kerrville  is  the  trading  and  shipping 
poiut  for  an  almost  limitless  scope  of  country  for  wool,  hides,  cattle,  sheep,  horses,  mules 
and  hogs.     Much  attention  lately  has  been  paid  to  the  introduction  of  blooded  stock. 

The  San  Autonio  and  .\raasas  Pass  Railway  hai  neat  and  commodious  depot  buildings  here. 
The  Fort  Worth  and  Rio  Grande  railway  is  heading  for  Kerrville,  and  ere  many  months  we 
shall  become  a  railroad  center  and  have  a  grand  central  depot. 

The  completion  of  the  S.  A.  &  A.  P.  railway  to  Kerrville.  was  the  open  sesame  to  this  beau- 
tiful region  with  its  fine  farms  and  ranches,  its  alternation  of  rounded  hills  and  broad  valleys, 
its  leaping,  sparkling  water  courses  ;  its  broad,  gently  flowing  river,  its  emerald  and  golden 
lights,  and  its  vitalizmg  air.  Air  in  constant  and  gentle  motion.  Absence  of  high  winds; 
bright,  sunshiny  da\  s,  and  cool,  breezy  nights,  even  in  midsummer,  and  the  loveliest  of  land- 
scapes, make  Kerr  county  the  sauitorium  par  excellence  of  America,  especially  for  invalids 
svifFering  from  consumption  and  pulmonary  troubles. 

The  rich,  alluvial  soil  of  our  valleys  and  plains  back  from  the  rivers,  is  adapted  to  the 
successful  growth  of  the  cereals,  corn  and  cotton,  and  the  acreage  being  cultivated  is  steadily 
on  the  increase. 

Kerr  county  has  a  population  of  some  3,700.  Kerrville,  with  her  1,200  inhabitants,  is  the 
county  site,  a  little  city  set  upon  a  plateau  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Guadalupe  in  an  amphitheatre 
of  lovely  hills. 

Men  of  moderate  means,  and  the  will  to  .succeed,  can  get  along  in  Kerr  count}\  Good 
lands  can  be  bought  at  prices  and  upon  terms  within  the  reach  of  all.  This  is  destined  to 
become  a  famous  live  stock  region,  and  especially  desirable  for  the  rearing  of  horses  and  mules. 
With  its  nutritive  native  grasses,  its  pure  water  and  rolling  surface,  strength  of  limb  and  hardness 
of  hoof  are  assured.  Cattle  and  sheep  do  well,  and  stock  is  being  graded  up.  Good  schools  are 
maintained  throughout  the  country.  Churches  are  in  a  thriving  condition  ;  the  Episcopalian. 
Baptist,  Methodist  (South ),  Presbyterian  and  Christian  have  congregations  and  houses  of  worship 
with  resident  ministers.  The  Catholics  will  erect  a  church  at  Kerr\-ille  this  year.  Private 
enterprise  has  given  us  flouring  and  saw  mills  and  cotton  gins.  Kerr  count}-  has  a  w-ater  power 
unsurpassed  b\'  anj-  in  Texas.  We  have  fuel  and  building  material  in  abundance  and  acces- 
sible. To  the  business  man  overcome  by  disease,  who  is  seeking  a  new  lease  of  life,  we  would 
say,  "stand  not  on  the  order  of  your  coming,"  but  come  at  once,  before  the  enemy  has  effected 
a  lodgment,  and  come  to  stay.  Bring  your  capital  with  you.  Do  not  fear  that  you  will  find 
no  profitable  investment  for  your  mone}'. 

Men  who  have  made  some  monej'  in  other  parts  will  come  here  to  gain  health.  With 
health  restored,  and  enamored  of  the  beautiful  countr}-,  they  will  embark  in  those  pursuits  for 
which  this  section  is  best  adapted 

The  most  that  we  have  said  of  the  transcendent  healthfulness  of  this  lovely  valley  may  be 
claimed  for  the  entire  countrj'  upon  the  head  water  of  our  west  Texas  streams. 

To  that  "somebody's  darling"  whose  life  is  so  infinite!}-  dear  to  the  loved  ones  at  home, 
and  so  feebly  held  by  the  frailest  of  tenure,  we  would  say  :  Come  to  the  mountains  of  Texas; 
come  to  the  region  of  pure  air  and  clear,  limpid  water  ;  come  before  hope  and  strength  are  too 
far  gone,  and  come  with  a  confidence  that  in  this  vitalizing  atmosphere  you  will  experience  a 
feeling  unfelt  before. 

"A  somethi>ig  lliat  iii/oims you  'tis  ii  moment  lehence  you  mav  date  henceforward  and 
forever. ' '  — 

T'or  further  information  apply  to  the  Mayor  of  Kerr\'ille.  or  anv  citizen. 


R.    R.   SALTER.  F.    LAMBERT.  S.    v.   SLONECKI. 

Civil  Engineers  and  Apehiteets. 

Surveys,   Plans,  Estimates,  Etc.,  for  Railroads,  Cities,  Bridges,  Irrigation, 
Sewerage  and  Water  Supply.     Construction  Superintended. 

"   *-    AGENTS  FOR  THE  HEERDEGEN  WATER  INDICATOR.     NO  MORE  DRY  WELLS.    *3^ 

M^.-'^i.      ' iMKTER    GUARANTEED. 1     '      *  T^^ 

CORRESPONDENCE    SOLICITED. 

Office;  Room  4,  Maverick  Bank  Building.  SAN  ANTONIO,  TEXAS. 


MEERSCHEIDT  •  BROTHERS 


Meerscheidt  Brothers  have  been  highly  successful  with  their  three  previous  subdivisions 
ill  this  city,  because  they  have  dealt  fairly  and  squarely  with  their  customers,  and  in  no  in- 
stance have  they  misrepresented  the  attractions  of  their  properties,  and  have  sold  valuable 
property  at  prices  ami  upon  terms  to  suit  the  pockets  of  home-seekers. 

They  are  now  la3ing  out  a  lovely  river  subdivision,  one  mile  south  of  the  center  of  the 
citv,  within  one  block  of  the  street  car  track,  with  graded  streets  and 

CEMENT   SIDEWALKS, 

with  water  from  the  city  waterworks,  and  with  the  first  chance  at  the  pure  gulf  breeze.  It  is 
beautifully  wooded  along  the  river  bank  with  giant  pecan  and  hackberry  trees.  The  lots  are 
exceptionally  large  and  long,  and  are  eminently  adapted  for  villa  and  choice  residences. 
Within  a  short  distance  of  this  desirable  place 


MEERSCHEIDT  •  BROTHERS 


are  selling  acre  property. 

Their  Prospect  Hill  property  is  still  in  the  market.  This  also  is  an  airy  and  desirable  place 
in  which  to  live,  and  is  built  up  with  nice  houses  of  influential  citizens.     Electric  street  cars. 

Meerscheidt  Brothers  also  do  a  general  investment  and  real  estate  business,  have  had  a 
vast  experience,  and  are  well  acquainted  with  the  safest  properties  of  the  Southwest. 
They  own — for  sale  to  actual  settlers — farm  lands  in  bulk  or  small  portions  in  Frio  county. 
.\11  terms  will  be  made  easy  and  satisfactory  to  meet  the  wants  of  their  customers.  They 
refer  to  any  banker  of  the  city  and  to  their  former  cusloiiuis. 


MEERSCHEIDT  •  BROTHERS 

407  EAST  HOUSTON  STREET. 


THOMAS  HAYNES, 

ATTORNEY   AT   LAW, 
Room  50,   Kampmann  Building.  SAN    ANTONIO,  TEXAS. 


(  ( 


lV[ALiLiORY.i.LilHH" 


IN.  V  Si  T.  S.  S.  CO.) 


The  only  Line  of  Steamships  Sailing  Betvreen 

NEW-YORK-AND-TEXAS. 


-lers  Lieave  Pier  20,  East;RiveP,  fletu  Yopk,  for  Galveston,   Texas,   Every   Wed- 
nesday  and    Saturday  at  3  O'eloek  P.  ftl. 


/e  Galveston  for  JSeuj  York    Direct   Every    Uiednesday   and    Saturday 
JVlorning  i  to  suit  the  Tide). 


FLEET: 

(Building)  .    .  S,.5(KI  Tons 

Leona 8,500  Tons 

Nueces 3,500  Tons 

COMAi 3,000  Tons 

Lampasas 3,000  Tons 

Alamo 3,000  TonS 

Sax  JIarcos :-',.S40  Tons 

Colorado 2,7ii4Tons 

Rio  Grande ioWi  Tons 

State  OF  Texas  .  .    .    .  !,(;9t!Tons 
City  of  San  Antonio  .  l,(io2  Tons 


Oppbring  t0  First  Slass  Travelers 

.Magnificent  Accommodations,  with  Cuisine  and  Attendance  equal  to  the  finest  on  land 
or  sea,  and  at  rates  including  everything  on  ,Steanier 

Tae  Cheapest  and  3/Lost  Comfertable  ]\Gute 

Between  New  York,  all  Eastern  Cities,  Europe  and  Texas.  Try  it  and  be  convinced.  THIS 
IS  THE  ONLY  LINE  that  can  offer  a  ticket  COVERING  ENTIRE  EXPENSES  to  or  from 
New  York. 

For  Tickets,  Sailing  Schedules,  Plans  of  Steamers,  and  full  information,  apply  to  Mallory 
Line  Agents  throughout  the  country,  or  address 

SETH  SPEAGUE,  General  Eastern  Agent,  306  Washington  Street,  Boston. 

H.  McMuRTRi?:,  Agent,  Cor.  3d  and  Chestnut  Street,  Philadelphia. 
H.   McMuRTRiE,  Agent,  203  East  German  Street,   Baltimore. 

B.  E.  Harriss,  Agent,  Dallas,  Texas.  W.  L.  Wright,  Agent,  Denver,  Colorado. 
MOSE  Raphael,  Agent,  Houston,  Texas.             R.  W.  Southwick.  Agent,  Key  West,  Florida. 

J.  N.  Sawyer  &  Co.,  Agents,  54  Strand,  Galveston.  Texas. 

W,  J.  YOUNG,  General  Southern  Passenger  Agent,  San  Antonio,  Texas. 

C.  H.  MALLORY  &  CO.,  Gen.  Agts.,  Pier  20  E.  E.  and  362  Broadway,  New  York. 


f\.  \>aT)Q03^t  9  S09, 

^MERCHANT^  TAILORSh^ 

AND   THE   LEADING    HOUSE   IX 

OLOTfilNG,  mrSarjd  FURNISH  IMG  GOODS, 

38    AND   4.0    WEST    COMMERCE    ST.,  SAN    ANTONIO,  TEX. 


H.   E.   Hlr.DEBRAXl).  BKX.   A.   STRIBLING. 

AAA 

HiLDEBRAND  &  STRIBLING, 

I^eal  Estate 


We  liave  special  advantages  for  conducting  a  general   land  business  and 

have  the  onlj-  complete  abstract  of  titles  to  lands  in  Bexar 

Countv  and  Citv  of  San  Antonio. 


27s  W.  Commerce  St.,      SAN  ANTONIO.  TEX. 


The  "Old  Reliable  Furniture  House"  of 

ReiNHOLD     BECKeR. 


Furniture,  Carpets,  Matting,  Art  Squares,  Oil  Cloth 


KND      L-lNOt-EUTlT. 


o"«     ;  Small  Profits  and  Quick  Sales.  we.ne  yours  very  respLctfuHy, 

""°"°  REIN  HOLD  BECKER. 

Established    ISVO  19-20   WEST   COMMERCE   ST  .  San    An 


ADOLPH  DREISS, 

PHARMACIST  m  (DApfACTOHIliG  CHEMIST. 

DEALER  IN  TOILET  ARTICLES,  SPONGES,  CHAMOIS,  TRUSSES,  CRUTCHES, 
BANDAGES,  ETC.    ALSO  A  LINE  OF  FINE  CUTLERY. 


PARTICULAR  ATTENTION  IS  GIVEN  TO  THE  PRESCRIPTION  DEPARTMENT,  DAT  AND  NIGHT. 


NO.   19   ALAMO    PLAZA, 


M.  E.  JACOBSON, 


PHOTOCt^APHE^, 


NO.  2   EAST  HOUSTON  STREET, 

S^N    ANTONIO,  TEXvOs^S. 


For  Fine  Photographic  Work  in  all  Styles  go  to  this  place 
you  will  be  pleased. 


PlCTOt^ESQUE  SRH  Al^TOlStlO. 

The  Best  Collection  of  San  Antonio  Scenery,     Also  For  Sale  at 

BAINBRIDGE  &  CORNER,  Alamo  Plaza,  and  all  first-class 

Book  and  Fancy  Stores. 


FORTY    NICELY   FURNISHED   ROOMS, 


--H 


WITH    OR    WITHOUT    MEALS, 

FOR    RENT   BY   DAY, 

WEEK   OR    MONTH. 

ALAMO 

FLATS, 

ELECTRIC   BELLS,    BATHS,    ETC.,    ETC.,' 

ON    ALAMO    PLAZA, 

100   YARDS    FROM 

U.   S.   COURTHOUSE 

AND   POSTOFFICE. 

THE  LEADER  M^ 


216   UJ.   Commepee   Street. 


GLOVES,    HANDKERCHIEFS,    HOSIERY,    ETC. 
•*^^Agency  for  Foster,   Centemeri  &  Alexandre  KID  GLOVES§=s^;c- 


G.  R.  SULLIVMN 


_^^ 


LfiDlES',  GENTS'  and  CHILDREN'S 


^^       Boots,  St?o<?5.f^5lipp(?r5 


.\  Iciroe  Hitc)cl<  (jf  Fine  Olid 
Xleclii-iin  linew  jilwfi^^s 
<)ii    lieii^cl. 


h(^ 


<5o/nmer(;e  a^d  St.  fT\3ry  5^5. 


Sap  f\T)tor)io,  Jexas. 


ALEX.  SARTOR, 

:  :  :  :     DIRIVIONOS.  UlRTCHES,:  ■:^^^^r^-= 

••o:  JVIexiean  •<?   piligpee  o-  Jewelpg  :o:' 


ONVX     BLOCKS. 


IH  Conan^ieree   iStreel, 


l<  >i\ic),  're>i;xs 


ESTABLISHED    IS75. 


C.  H.  7VYUE1-I-BR, 


wholesale  and  Retail  Deale 


APtists'  and  Painters'  Supplies, 

PietLire   Frnniew,    P'lcite  en^d    Wii:ido\v  Glass, 

Xlii-rors,   Ete. 

COMMERCE  STREET.  j  SAN  ANTONIO,  TEXAS. 


S.  K.  Martin,  Chicago.  A.  C.  Schrvver,  Sati  Antonin. 

MARTIN  &  SCHRYVER, 


Of  all  sorts,  kinds  and  qualities. 

BUILDING     7V^ATERI?^L 

Of  all  Kinds,  Shapes  and  Sizes. 


A  large  assortment  of  ornamental  goods  always  in  stock.     We  keep  constantly  on 
hand  large  quantities  of  the  never  yet  surpassed 

J.  ^^jPlismi's    BjPli^:bed    fen:ce    tx7"ik.h: 

We  are  successful  competitors  in  price  and  goods.     Conic  and  be  convinced. 


—OFFICE    OF   YARDS-  mHIN   OFFICE , 

South  of  Sunset  Depot.  2  West  Commerce  St. 
H^^SAN  ANTONIO,   TEXAS.:  :  :  :        - 


5 


el70lz's  palm  dardep. 


Stk.a.nckks  should  not  fail  tu  visit  this  Paradise  of  Tropical  Plants.  Three  Stories 
of  Airy  Galleries.  Regular  Musical  Evenings.  Exquisite  String  and  Brass  Band.  Electric 
Service  and  Lights.  Frequented  by  the  best  families.  Card  Tables,  I,unch  Stand,  and 
most  complete   Billiard  Rooms  in   the  citv. 


Alamo  Plaza  to  liosoya  Street. 


ENTRANCES. 


plumbers  .  a^d  .  Qas-pitt^rs, 

225  E.  Houston  St.,  SAN  ANTONIO,  TEX. 


All  kinds  of  Plumbing,  Gas  and  Meam  Fitting  executed  with  neatness  and  dispatch. 


JOSKE  BHOS.    i 


CLOTHING. 
BOOTS  '^NP  SHOeS. 


JOSKE  BHOS. 


•  DRV     GOODS, 


J1IIII.L-INEHV, 


NOTIONS. 


HUNT    St    BOOTH, 


WHOLESALE 


GR^IN     ^ND    SALT. 


SAN  ANTONIO,  TEXAS. 


H.  VOGLER  &  CO.'S 

Alamo  Trunk  Factory 


Manufacturers  of  and  dealers  in 

TRraiS,  TR4VEIING  BAGS,  SATCbELS,  STRAPS,  COILIR 
AND  OHFF  BOXES,  LEATIER  TRAVELING  CASfS. 
lEATIBR  GDN  CASES,  ETC.,  ETC. 


ALAMO   PLAZA, 

OPP.  THE  ALAMO. 


San  flDtonio, 


Trunks  and  Sample  Cases  made  to  order. 


PAUL  .  WAGNER'S  .   BAZAAR, 


NOS.  22,  24  &.  26 

COMMERCE    STREET, 

SAN  ANTONIO,  TEXAS. 


.IPORTER    AND 


i©ys»i»9GtRGg  (^ood§. 


(f' 


/r\i?xieao, 

C^aliforr^ia 
.   .   (furiosities   .    . 

ffou^ltii^S, 
Stationery, 
fr\a(?i<;    tar>ti?ri)5, 

is) 


-'^-RAUL  WAQHERiyrj, 

fp  2  6  COMMERCE      ST.  5     > 

G)A>I'AiST0N10.TEXAc>^ 


*feS- 


^'^    SHOW   OAS  ES  .  <^ 


"SoiJueQir  /llbiims  of  Saq  fiT)\:oq\o," 


Biey(;li5S, 
Jriqyeles, 

Ueloqipedes, 
Express  .  U/a(}oi75, 
U/illovu-U/are, 
Bird   <?ai}es, 
picture  prames, 
/Albums, 

D0II5. 

^ 


For  25  Cents. 


ROBT.   A.  WOOD.S. 


\V.    V.   L.\UR.\INE. 


Woods  &  Lauraine, 


REPRESENTING' 

Laurel  Heights  Property, 

Park  Place  Property, 

Prospect  Hill  Property 
Business  Pkopei 
West  End  Property-, 

Alamo  Heights  Property. 
East  End  Property, 

Residence  Proper 


FAUmifiC    RfiO  RAflCH  UHfJDS. 


Real  Estate  Brokers, 


209    RURCnO    PUAZA, 


SRH   RHTOfilO,   TEX. 


N.   H.    FORD 


C.    H.    PICKFORD. 


C.  S.   GREEN. 


FOF^D,  PlCKFOf^D  &  CO. 

' DEALiERS   IN ' 


"■^^   ROCK    SKLT. 


AGENTS    FOR    "THE    SPRINGFIELD    WAGON    COMPANY." 

SAN    ANTONIO,  TEXAS 


No.  16  East  Main  Plaza, 

Telephone  Ho.  SOI. 


^#^ 

.**-.,<> 


.#^* 


#  .   ..#• 


^^ 


^ 


^ 


A.  J.  FRV, 

eal    lli-stcite.  L'oan    and    (ijieneral    Aqt^nt. 

J^o.  2  W.  Commerec  St.   •   San  Antonio,  Texas. 


will  pay  Taxes  for  residents  and  non-resideuts.     Lauds  for  .>iale  in  all  parts  of  the  Stale. 


THE     HEALTHIEST    AND     MOST    ATTRACTIVE 

SECTION    OF  TEXAS    IS   FOUND   ON   THE    LINE   OF  THE 

SAN  ANTONIO  &  ARANSAS  PASS  RAILWAY. 


RUCKER,  HARTWELL  &  CO., 


SVCCESSDRS    TO 


Rucker,  Dignowity  &   Co., 

XO.    1    \V.    HOUSTON  ST., 

Han    A.  11^ tonic),     -     --     ^I^exas. 


* 


JWadame  E.  p.  Duke, 

SOLE     PROPRIETRESS    OF 

Dr.  HaFlan's  ]VIedieated  Vapor  Baths 

The  Most  Practical  and  Effectual  Treatment  for 

Dengue,  Fever,  Rheumatism 

AND  KINDRED  CHRONIC  DISEASES. 

TETV^RL- ETON'S     EYE     ^A^HTER 

Is  a  Good  and  Tried  Medicine  and  will  Positively  Cure  the  Worst  Cases. 

Madame  E.  F.  DUKE, 

Corner  of  Blum  and  Bonhann  Streets.  San    AntOniO,    TexaS. 

TRANSLATIONS    OF  ALL   LANGUAGES. 


TEACHER  OF  THE 

^rencb,  bpanish  an^  >£iu3lisb  ltana,uagcs, 


IN     CLASS    AND    PRIVATC 

4Q     XORTM     ST'HEET. 


GEORGE    DULLNIG, 

CQholesalc    Groeer, 

DWL-LISIG      BLOCK. 

Alamo,  Commerce  and  Liosoya  Streets, 

Shn  Kntonio.  Texks. 

p.  p.  Collins  fT\a9ufa(;tijri9(^  Qp., 

WIND  MILLS,   BOILERS  AND   ENGINES,  STEAM  PUMPS 
AND  WATER  SUPPLY  MATERIAL. 


1,  3,  5   AND   7    EAST   HOUSTON    STREET. 
SRH    ANTONIO,   TEXAS. 


MISSION  OIL  COMPANY, 
Star    Oil,   Stove   Gasoline 

AND  ALL  KNDS  OF 

ILLUMINATING  AND  LUBRICATING  OILS. 

NO.  18  ALAMO  STREET,  OPPOSITE  SCHOLZ'S  GARDEN. 

SMN     HNTOISIO,    TeXKS. 

J.    RONSE.  A     WAHLSTAB 

f^OHSE   &   OlAHLiSTAB, 

WHOLESALE  DEALERS  IN 


IL/ipes,  Cic|aor5  apd  <5i(§ar8  ^ 


BENNETT  BLOCK,  COMMERCE  STREET. 


Iiomber,  Sash,  Doors,  Blinds 

f\qd   Buildir)(^  (T^aterial  (l(^[)^rally. 

»ND     YARDS     AT 

I   iG   N   DEPOT,  TELEPHONE  No  205,  AND  «T  Can    Onhnnin     Tc>yac 

SUNSET    RAILWAY    CROSSING,    TELEPHONE    No.     167,  ^^ '/        plAUiyiU.        IVSAdO. 

East  Commerce  Street.  ''  /  ' 


OFFICES   AND    YARDS 

ELEPMONE     No      i 
ROSSING,     -.  ELE 

East  C 
BRANCH  YARDS  AT  COMFORT,  TEXAS. 


XI  IK     KIXOSLEV     RESIDENCE     ^NO     S.\  X  IT.J^  RILT  M, 

Xo.  1"  Elm  St..  cor.  Starr,  three  blocks  from  Alamo  Plaza, 

For  the  care  and  treatment  of  DISEASES  OF  WOMEN,  of  the  CHEST,  and  of  CHRONIC, 
NON-CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES.  Good  diet,  home  influences,  modern  appliances,  treattnent 
medical  and  surgical,  and  constant  supervision,  are  important  features  of  this  institution. 

B.   F'.  I<inosIe>',   M.  O., 
<JosepHii:ie    KiiT^owlt-v',   \I.   O., 

P/iysitiaus  in  chars^e. 


GEO.    H.    KALTEYER. 


ESTABLISHED  1856. 


GEO.  J.   F.  SCHMITT. 


F.   KALTEYER    &  SON, 


\A/^HOLESALE   DRUGGISTS, 

IMPORTERS   AND   EXPORTERS 


AND    DEALERS    IN 


PHOTOGRAPHIC    STOCK. 


TELEPHONE    No.  232. 
POST   OFFICE    BOX    1128. 


507,  509  ar)d  511  U/est  ^ommi^rei^  8t. 


SAN    ANTONIO,   TEXAS. 


Sam  maverick, propr. 


L.WMENGER,  CASHIER. 


(iii4f|((\i>nelQ)(inll 


^Titii  fir^ 


P 


?S3if» 


^ 


II 


N 


L- 


llaiirridv  |Iniitiim  Ijuusr  ) 


w0'^ 


SAM.  MAVERICK,   PROPR. 


L 


B 


ilfiuits  II 


nil   f  lit! 


oo^^ 


iiii^'illltiiWi"'''" 

,l«!l"^'    EQUIPPED 
.^•;"  OFFICE    IN  TM 

>XO>IO 


St'' 


E  X/XS 


sou  T 

ALL    MACHINERY 
OPERATED  BY 
ELECTRICITY 


JAMES  DURYEE  STEVENSON, 


iierlvol  the  BarofNew  York  Citvi 


Attorney  ^^^^  Counselor  at  Liauu, 

Also,  Solicitor  and  Standing  Master  in  Chancery  of  the 
Circuit  Court  of  the  United  States;  also, 

THE     KAMPMANN     BUILDING.         take  elevator 

Speciai.TIES:  Commercial  Law,  Collections,  and  Real  Kstate  Law  in  all  its  branches. 
I  refer  (without  permission)  to  United  States  and  State  Judges  and  Court  Officers  in  the 
Western  District  of  Texas,  and  to  all  Banks  and  Bankers  of  the  city. 


^rAN'.fFACTrRKR     OF 


Saddlery  tflarness 

Wholesale  and  Retail  Dealer  in 

Leather,   Saddlery    Hardware, 

Heady-]VIade  Baggy  Tops 

Rubber,  Enameled  and  Wliite  Duck, 

AND     EVERYTHING     IN    THE    CARRIAGE    TRIMMING    LINE. 


JWexiean    Haif  Bi^idles,    Quirts  >  Ridinc^    CUhipsi, 
and    Liassoes, 

ANGORA    SKINS    AND    OTHER    PELTS. 

309  and  311  Main  Plaza,  SAN  ANTONIO,  TEXAS. 


The  Healthiest  and  fllost  RttFaetive  Section  of  Texas 


IS  FOUND  AMONGST  THE  HILLS  AND  FERTILE  VALLEYS  ON  THE  LINE  OF  THE  SAN 
ANTONIO  AND  ARANSAS  PASS  RAILWAY,  NORTH  OF  SAN  ANTONIO  SEE  S.  A  &  A 
P.    RAILWAY   MAP. 


lul  Kanclies  for  sal.-   in   Kendall   ami  15a ii<leia  Count 

^1-  BOERNEi<^ 


and   Cit.v  Piopeity   in 


The  well  known  Health  Resort  and  County  Seat  of  Kendall  Couut.v.     There  is  a  Daily  Mail  and 

Stage  Line  between 

eOERNE     MND     BHNDERH, 

,\    Distance    of    i.".    Miles,    the    latter    Town    lieinj;  the  <  onnty  Seat  of  Bandera  County. 

W.   G.   HUGHES.    Real   Estate   Agent. 

Post  Office,  Hastius*-  Kendall  County  ion  border  of  Kendall  anil   Bandera  Counties. 


ELITE  HESTAURAUT  AND  SAliOOfl 

^••-riSK  GAfAE  ANB  OYSTERS -•> 

AND  ALL  THE    DELICACIES   OF  THE   SEASON  ALWAYS  ON  HAND. 
MEALS  TO  ORDER  AT  ALL  HOURS. 

Main    Plaza    and    Soledad    Street.      Ladies'    Entrance,   Soledad  Street. 
J.  LOUSTAUNAU  &  CO.,  Proprietors. 


Occupies  the  third  floor  of  this  large  and  handsome   building,   and  is,    without  doubt  to  the 
knowing,  the  only  absolutely  first-class  institution  of  its  kind  in  the  State  of  Texas. 

Its  illustrated  catalogue  is  a  master-piece  of  art  and  beauty,  and  should  be  iu  every 
household  as  an  index  to  a  School  of  Business  and  Normal  training,  whose  influence  and 
popularity  are  felt  and  recognized  throughout  the  land. 


B.   F.   Cobb.   pi. 


Geo     a.    D> 


SAN     ANTONIO.     TEXAS. 

LONG  LEAF  YELLOW  PINE 

.XT  \\  1 1(  )lksa.le:. 

y/. v/  /.  /,YAV/;  .  I/. V  '/'A' A' /.v /  .V  srj:(  7. vz  /■ )  •. 


J.  S.  ALEXANDER,   Presidfut.  A.  A.   ALEXANDER,   Cashier. 


-No.   33t).S- 


Texas  National  Bank, 


2S8     C^ommeroe    Street, 


SjPlKT     jPLN:TOKriO,     TEIXjPlS. 


DIRECTORS 


J.   S.  ALEXANDER,   President. 

H.   B.   ANDREWS,    Capitalist. 

WM.   HEUERMANN,   Hugo  of  Schmeltzer,    Wholesale  Groce is. 

AMOS  MORRILL,    Hey-wood  Bros.   &  Co.,    Gardner,   A/ass. 
A.  A.   ALEXANDER,    Cashier. 


The   Accounts   of  Business   Firms,   Corporations  and 
Capitalists  Solicited. 


aiNVKSTMENTS     MADK.E 


BILLS    DRAWN    ON    THE   CITY    BANK,    LONDON 

Mexican  Dollars  and  other  Foreign  Money  Bought  and  Sold, 


flpartment  House 

Cor.  Houston  n.f-^  Jefferson  Sts., 

Fitlt-d  up  uilh  all  motlern  iinproveiiienb;.  (;ii 

EUROPEAN   PLAN. 


RESTAURANT    CONNECTED    WITH    HOUSE. 

New  Building,  fitted  up  with  Entirely  New  Furniture. 

Rccc'pti(Mi  room  on  tirst  tlo.ir  for  convcnirnce  of  <^ucsts.       Southeastern 

exposure.      Lartje,  air\'  roonis.      Steam  heated  throughout. 

Hot    and    cold    baths.      Gas.       Electric    bells. 

Elevators.      Eire  escapes. 

EVERYTHING    ENTIRELY   NEW. 

MRS.  HOCKETT 


Has  bad  five  years  expc 


SUITES  OF  ROOMS,  WITH  PRIVATE  BATH  ROOMS. 
Houston  Street,  opp.  Maverick  HoteL 


Hflt^HiscH  St  1BREH, 


15  COMMERCE  STREET  AND 
OPERA  HOUSE  BLOCK, 


©l^oiee    ©GnJeGtioRepiei), 

PURE  CANDIES, 

Decorated  Cakes  of  all  Kinds,  Styles  and  Sizes. 

RESTAURANT  AND  CONFECTIONERY,  OPERA  HOUSE  BLOCK. 


THEY   ALSO    MAKE    A  SPECIALTY   OF 


FINEST  ICE  CREAM  AND  FRUIT  ICES. 


Orders  Delivered  with  Neatness  and  Dispatch 


HERM  HARMS. 


i^  I  2^T  ^: 


TALLpR-MADE    CkOTHING, 

GENTS'  FURNISHING  GOODS,  HATS,  SHOES  and  NOVELTIES. 


specialty: 


Custom  Made  Shirts  and  Clotliing. 


Opera  House  Building,  Alamo  Plaza, 

San  Antonio,     :-:     Texas 


WAGNER  ^  CH^^BOT, 

Commerce,    Navarro   and    Crockett   Streets,      SAN  ANTONIO,  TEXAS. 

:  :'rHK  LARGEST: 

;  House-furnishing  Goods  EstabJisiiment 

:  liN   Tilt:  iSTA.  Tb:. 


Crnckfr>-.  China,  Earthernware 

and  Glassware  from  every 

part  of  the  Globe. 
Hric-a-Brac,  Cut  Glassware,  Silverware, 
Cutlery,  Lamps,  Gas  Fixtures,  Man- 
tels, Fire-place  Goods,  Wrought  Iron 
Goods,  Japanese  and  Chinese  Goods. 
Household  articles,  Gasoline  Stoves, 
Kitchen  utensils.  Tinware,  Wooden- 
ware,  Brushes,  Washing  Machines  and 
General  Laundry  articles,  etc.,  etc. 

Hotel  and  Saloon  Supplies. 


OUR  MOTTOj  "WE  CANNOT  BE  UNDERSOLD." 


1858  ESTABLISHED  1858 

F.  I.  MEVEH, 


Telephone  No.  280. 


The  Pioneer  Wine  Mercliant, 


WHOLESALE   AND  RETAIL  DEALER    IN 


\9\  r^^  M 


(2alii@P'^ia 

RHINK    WINE, 


— ^HND-^. — 


IMPORTER  OF 


Foreign  and  California  wines,  Llnuors, 

CORDIALS,  Etc. 
Sar^    A.ixtor\io,     ^      -.      ^     Texas. 


ALL  COUNTRY  ORDERS  PROMPTLY  FILLED. 


